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TO THE RIGHT HONO-
rable, Edward de Vere Earle of Oxen-
Sord, Vicount Bulbeck, Lord of Efcales
and Badlefmire,and Lord great Chamber-

lain of England: Robert Green wi-
theth long life with increafe
of Homour.

le poet Cafilian Fromtino (Right
Honourable) being a very vnikil-
ul Painter, prefented Alphonfus,
‘he Prince of Aragon, with a moft
mperfe@ Pi&ure, which the King
thankfully accepted, not that hee liked the work,
but that hee lov’d the art. The paltering Poet
Cherillus, dedicated his duncing Poems to that
mightic Monarch Alexander, {faying that he knew
affuredly if Alexander would not accept them, in
[that] they were not pithie, yet he would not
vtterly reje& them, in that they had a fhew of
Poetry. Cazfar oft times praifed the Souldiers for
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their wit, altho’ they wanted fkil: & Cicero as well
commended ftammering Leatulus for his paynfull
induftrie, as learned Le/ius for his pafling eloquence,
which confidered (although wifdom did me not
wil to firain / further than my flecue would ftretch)
I thought good to prefent this imperfec Pamphlet
to your Honours Prote&ion; hoping your Lord-
fhip will deign to accept the matter in that it
feemeth to be profe, tho' fomething vnfauorie for
want of fkill, and take my wel meaning for an
excufe of my boldnefle, in that my poor will is not
on the wane, whatfoeuer this imperfe& work do
want. The Emperour Traian, was neuer without
futers, becaufe courteoufly he would heare euery
complaint. The Lapidarie continually frequented
the Court of Adrobrandinus, becaufe it was his
chief ftudy to fearch out the nature of Stones ; All
that courted At/anta were hunters, and none fued
to Sapho but Poets ; Whofoeuer Mecenas lodgeth,
thither no doubt will Schollers flock. And your
Honour being a worthy fauorer and fartherer of
Learning, hath forced many, thro’ your exquifite
virtue to offer the fruits of their ftudie at the’
fhrine of your Lordfhips curtefie. But though
they have waded farre and found mires, and I
gadded abroad to get nothing but mites, yet this
I affure myfelf, they neuer prefented vnto your
Honour their treafure with a more willing minde,
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then I do this fimple Truth ; which I hope your

Lordfhip will fo accept. Refting therefore vpon

your Honours wonted Clemencie, I commit your

Lordfhip to the Almighty.

. ﬁ‘ﬁ

- Your Lordfhip’s moft dutifully to command
ROBERT GREENE. /

A



TO THE GENTLE-
men Readers, health.

AN blowing vpon an Oten pipe a
little homelie Mufick, & hearing
no man difpraifed his fmall cunning,
began both to plaie fo loude, and
fo long, that they were more wearie

in hearing his mufick, than he in fhewing his fkill,
till at laft to claw him and excufe themfelues, they
faid his pipe was out of tune: So Gentlemen, becaufe
I haue before time rafhlie retcht aboue my pitch,
& yet your curtefie fuch as no man haue accufed
me, I haue once again aduentured vpo your
patience (but I doubt fo far) as to be rid of my
follie, you will at the leaft faie, as Auguffus faid to
the Grecian, that gaue him oft times many rude
verfes: Thou hadft need (quoth he) reward me wel,
for I take more paines to reade thy workes, than
thou to write them. But yet willing to abide this
quip, becaufe I may counteruaile it with your
former curtefie, I put my felfe to your
patience, and commit you to the

Almightie. Farewell.

Robert Greene./




AD LECTOREM IN
laudem Authoris.

Pvllulat en ftirpi fimilis fpeciofa propago
Aureolufq ; nouo reuirefcit ramus amoris
Vere :* (tuo veré iam vEeRrE dicandus honori :)
Ifta falus Iuueni, Comiti fit gloria nofle
Accepiffe decus: Comites vbi paflibus zquis
- Ales amor virtufq ; fagax decurrere nérunt.
Ventilat ifte faces, reftinguit at illa furentes
T=zdas. Nec tedet Pueri fic tedia czci
Fallere, qui, czcis conuoluit vifcera flammis.
Ergo refer grates qui deuitare cupi'ti
Spumofos Venens-fluctus, fcopulofq ; minaces
Qui fragilem tumidis cymbam merfiffe procellis
Poffent. Hac iter eft, hac dirige, tutior ibis.

Richardus Portingtonus.
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THE CARDE OF

Fancie.

‘Here dwelled in the Citie of

Metelyne, a certain Duke called

Clerophontes, who through his

prowefle in all martiall exploites

o waxed fo proude and tyrannous,
vfing fuche mercilefle crueltie to his forraine
enimies, & fuch modelefle rigour to his natiue
citizens, that it was doubtfull whether he was
more feared of his foes for his crueltie, or hated
of his friends for his tyrannie: yet as the worft
weede fpringeth vp more brauely then the whol-
fomeft herbe, & as the crookedft tree is commonly
laden with moft fruit, fo this rigorous Duke was
fo fauoured and foftered vp by fortune, his eftate
being fo eftablifhed with honour, and fo beautified
with wealth, fo deckt with the Diadem of dignitie,
and endued with fortunate profperitie, hauing in
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warres fuch happie fuccefle againft his foes, &
in peace fuch dutifull reuerence of his friends
(although more for feare then fauor) as he feemed
to want nothing that eyther fortune or the fates
could alow him, if one onely fore which bred his
forrow, could haue beene falued. But this griefe
fo galled his ‘confcience, and this curfed care fo
combred his minde, § his happinefle was greatly
furcharged with heauineffe, to fee the caufe of
his care could by no meanes be cured. For this
Clerophontes, was indued with two children, the
one a Daughter named Lewfipps, and the other a
fonne called Gwydonsus: [ this Lewcippa, was fo
perfe& in the comple@®ion of her bodie, and fo
pure in the conftitution of her minde, fo adorned
with outward beautie, and endued with inward
bountie, fo pollithed with rare vertues and exquifite
qualities, as fhe feemed a feemely Penmus, for her
beutie, and a fecond Pzfa, for her virginitie: yea,
Nature and the Gods hadde fo bountifully beftowed
their giftes vpon her, as Fame her felfe was doubt-
full whether fhee fhould make greater report of
her excellent vertue, or exquifite beautie. But his
fonne Guwydomius, was fo contrarie to his fifter
Lewfippa, (though not in the ftate of his body,
yet in the ftay of his minde) as it made all men
meruaile how two fuch contrarie ftems could
fpring out of the felfe fame ftocke : His perfonage
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in deede was fo comely, his feature fo well framed
cach lim fo perfe&tlic couched, his face fo faire,
and his countenance fo amiable, as he feemed a
heauenly creature in 2 mortall carcaffe.

But his minde was fo blemifhed with deteftable
qualities, and fo fpotted with the_ ftaine of voluptu-
oufnefle, that he was not fo much to be comended
for the proportion of his bodie, as to be con-
dempned for the imperfe@ion of his minde. He
was fo endued with vanitie, and fo imbrued with
vice, fo nurfed vp in wantonnefle, & fo nufled vp
in wilfulnefle, fo carelefle to obferue his Fathers
commaund, and fo retchlefle to regard his counfell,
that neither the dread of Gods wrath, nor the feare
of his fathers difpleafure, could driue him to defift
from his deteftable kinde of liuing. Nay, there
was no fa@ f{o filthie, which he would not commit,
no mifchiefe fo monftrous, which he’ would not
enterprife: no daunger fo defperate, which he
would not aduenture : no perill fo fearefull, which
he would fiot performe : nor no attion fo diuelifh,
which he would not execute. So immodeft in
his manners, fo rude in his ieftures, yea, and fo
prodigall in his- expences, as mines of golde were
not able to maintaine fuch / witlefle prodigalitie.
This loathfome lyfe of Guwydomius, was fuch a
cutting corafiue to his Fathers carefull confcience,
and fuch a hapleffe clogge to his heauie heart, that
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no ioye could make him inioye any ioye, no mirth
could make him merrie, no profperitie could make
him pleafant, but abandoning all delight, and
auoyding all companie, he fpent his dolefull dayes
in dumpes and dolors, which he vttered in thefe
words.
Now (quoth he) I proue by experience, the fay-
ing of Sephocles to be true, that the man which
hath many children fhall neuer liue without fome
mirth, nor die without fome forrow : for if they be
vertuous, he fhall haue caufe whereof to reioyce, if
vicious, wherefore to be fad, which faying I trye
performed in my felfe, for as I haue one childe
which delights mee with her vertue, fo I haue
another that defpights mee with his vanitie, as
the one by dutie brings me ioye, fo the other by
difobedience breeds my anoy: yea, as § onc is a
comfort to my mynde, fo the other is a fretting
corafiue to my heart: for what griefe is there more
griping, what paine more pinching, what croffe
more comberfome, what plague more ‘pernitious,
yea, what trouble can torment mee worfe, then to
fee my fonne, mine heire, the inheritour of my
Dukedom, which fhould be the piller of my
parentage, to confume his time in royfling and
ryot, in fpending and fpoiling, in f{wearing and
fwathing, and in following wilfullye the furie of
his owne frantike fancie. Alafle, moft miferable
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& lamentable cafe, would to God the deftinies
had decreed his death in § {wadling clouts, or §
the fates had prefcribed his end in his infdcy.
Oh § the date of his birth had bene § day of his
burial, or § by fome finifter florme of fortune he
had bene ftifled on his mothers knees, fo § his
vntimely death might haue preuéted my enfuing
forrowes, and his future calamities : for I fee that
§ young frie will alwaies proue old frogs, that the
crooked twig will / proue a crabbed tree, that the
fower bud will neuer be {weete bloffome, how that
which is bredde by the bone wil not eafily out
of the fleth, that he which is careleffe in youth,
will be leffe carefull in age, that where in prime of
yeeres vice raigneth, there in ripe age vanitie
remaineth. Why Clerophontes, if thou feeft the fore,
why doeft thou not apply the falue, and if thou doft
perceiue the mifchiefe, why doeft not [thou)
preuent it with medicine : take away the caufe
and the effe@ faileth: if Gwydonius be the caufe
of thy ruth, cut him off betimes, leaft he bring
thee to ruine : better hadft thou want a fonne then
neuer want forow. Perhaps thou wilt fuffer him
fo long till he fall ficke of the Father, and then he
will not onely feeke thy lands and liuing, but life
and all, if thou preuent not his purpofe : yea, and
after thy death he will be through his lafciuious
lyfe the ouerthrow of thy houfe, the confumer of
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thy Dukedome, the wrack of thy common weale,
and the verie man that fhall bring the Rate of
Metelyne, to mifchiefe & miferie. Sith then thy
fonne is fuch a finke of forrowes, in whofe life lies
hid a loathfome mafle of wretched mifhaps, cut him
of as a gracelefle graft, vaworthie to grow out of
fuch a ftocke. Alafle Clerophontes, fhalt thou be
fo vnnatural as to feeke the fpoile of thine owne
childe, wilt thou be more fauage the the brute
" beaftes in committing fuch crueltic : no, alaffe, the
leaft misfortune of our children doth fo moue vs,
that as the Spider feeleth if her web be prickt, fo
if they be toucht but with the point of a pinne, fo
if they be toucht but with the leaft trouble, wee
feele the paines thereof with prickinge griefe to
pinch vs. Why, hath not nature then caufed loue
to afcend as wel as to defcend, and placed as dutiful
obedience in the childe as louing affection in the
father: & with that he fetcht fuch a deepe fighe,
that it was a figne of the extreame forrow he con-
. ceiued for his fonnes witleffe folly. But as he was
readie againe to enter into his dole/ful difcourfe, to
aggrauate his griefe the more, & increafe his care,
certaine complaints were brought him by fundric
Citizens, of the outragious behauiour of his fon
Guwydomius, which being attentiuely heard he in
great cholar called for his fonne, againft whome he
thundered out fuch threatning reproches, laying
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before his face the miferie that would infue of fuch
reckleffe mifchiefes, and promifing that if he directed
not his courfe by a new compafle, and levelled his
life by a new line, he would not onely repay his folly
with the penaltie of the lawe, but alfo by confent of
his Commons, difinherite him of his Dukedome:
that Guwydonsus, greatly incenfed with the feuere
cenfure of his Father, broyling with furious rage,
fturdely burft forth into thefe ftubborne tearmes.
Sir (quoth he) if Teremce his Menedemus were
alive, and heard thefe your fond and fantaflicall
reafons, he would as readely condemne you of
crabbednefle, as he accufed Chremes of currifh-
neffe: for as he by too much aufteritie procured
his fonnes mifhappe, fo you by to much feueritie
fecke to breede my misfortune. You old men
moft iniuftly, or rather iniurioufly meafure our
ftaylefle moode by your ftayed mindes, our young
yeeres by your hoarie haires, our flourithing youth
by your withered age, thinking to dirette our
doings by your doatings, our wills by your wits,
our youthfull fancies by your aged affe@ions, and
to quench our fierie flames by your dead coales
and cinders: yea, fuppofing that the Leueret
thould be as fkilfull in making of a head, as the
olde Hare, that the young Cubs fhould as foone
tapifh, as § old Fox, that § young Frie fhould as
well auoid the net as the olde Fifh, and that the
2
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young wantons fhould be as warie as the old
wyfards. But this fir, is to make fire froft, to
change heate to colde, mirth to mourning, finging
to- fadneffe, pleafure to paine, and to tye the Ape
and / the Beare in one tedder: fith then young
ftemmes will not be fet on a withered ftocke, that
the young twig liketh not vnder the olde tree, that
the toyifh conceites of youth are vnfit for the teftie
cogitations of age: I meane for your fatisfation
and my folace, to depart from the Court, and to
fpend my dayes in trauell.

Clerophontes no fooner heard this determination
of his fonne Guwydonius, but his forrow was halfe
falued, and his care almoft cured, thinking that by
trauell hee fhould either ende his life, or amend his
lewdnefle, and therefore both hearted and haftened
his fonne in this his newe courfe, leaft delay might
breede daunger, or time by fome toye caufe him
tourne his tippet, furnithing and finithing all thinges
neceffarie for his fonnes iournie, who readie to goe
(more willing to trauell, than his father to intreate
him) had this friendly farewell giuen him by
Clerophontes.

Sonne (quoth he) there is no greater doubt
which dooth more deepely diftrefle the minde of a
younge man, then to determine with himfelfe what
courfe of life is beft to take, for there is fuch a
cofufed Chaos of contrarie conceites in young wits,
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that whiles they looke for that they cannot like,
they are loft in fuch an endlefle laberinth, as
neither choice nor chance can draw them out to
their wifhed defires, for fo many vaines fo many
vanities : if vertue draweth one way, vice driueth
another way: as profit perfwades thé, fo pleafures
prouokes the : as wit weigheth, will wrefteth: if
friends counfel them to take this, fancie forceth
them to choofe that: fo that defire {o long hangs
in doubt, as either they choofe none, or elfe
chaunce on the worft. But in my opinion, the
fitteft kinde of life for a young gentleman to take
(who as yet hath not fubdued the youthfull con-
ceites of fancie, nor made a conqueft of his will by
witte) is to {fpende his time /in trauell, wherein he
fhall finde both pleafure and profit: yea, and buye
that by experience, which otherwife with all the
treafure in the world hee cannot purchafe. For
what chaungeth vanitie to vertue, ftaylefle wit to_
ftayed wifedome, fonde fantafies to firme affetions,
but trauell : what repreffeth the rage of youth, and
redrefleth the witlefle furie of wanton yeeres, but
trauell : what tourneth a fecure lyfe to a carefull
liuing, what maketh the foolith wife, yea, what
increafeth witte and augmenteth fkill, but trauell : in
fo much that the fame Vliffes wonne, was not by
the tenne yeeres hee lay at Troy, but by the time he
fpent in trauell. But there is nothing Guwydonsus,
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fo precious, which in fome refpe& is not perillous,
nor nothing fo pleafant which may not be painefull :
the fineft Gold hath his droffe, the pureft Wine
has his lees, the braueft Rofe his prickles, eache
fweete hath his fower, eache ioye his annoye, eache
weale his woe, and euerie delight his daunger.

So trauaile Gwydonius, is a courfe of lyfe very
pleafant, and yet verie perillous, wherein thou maift
pradife vertue if thou take heede, or purchafe
difcredit if thou beeft carelefle: where thou maift
reape renowne if thou beeft vertuous, and gaine
reproche if thou be vicious: whereout doe fpringe
wifedome and follie, freedome and bondage,
treafure and trafh, fame and difcredit, honour and
fhame, according to the difpofition of him which
either vfeth it to his profit, or abufeth it to his
difcommoditie. Sith then thou fhalt beare faile in
fuch perillous Straightes, take heede leaft thou dathe
thy Shippe againft moft daungerous Rockes. It is
a faying Gwydonius, not fo common as true, that
he which will heare the Syress fing, muft with
Viiffes, tye himfelfe to the maft of a fhip, leaft
happely he be drowned. Who fo meanes to be a
futor to Circes, muft take a Preferuatiue, vnlefle
he will be inchaunted. He / that will fith for the
Torpedo, muft anoint his hand with the oyle of
Nemiphar, leaft he be charmed, & who fo meaneth
to enter combat with vanitie, muft firft furely
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defence himfelfe with the target of vertue, vnlefle
he meane to be a captiue to care, or calamitie. I
fpeake this Gwydomius by experience, which after-
warde thou fhalt know by proofe, for to trauell
thou fhalt finde fuch fubtill Syrens, as will indaunger
thee, fuch forcering Circes, as will inchaunt thee,
fuch poyfoned Torpedos, as will not onely charme
thy hand, but thy heart, if by my experience and
other mens perills thou learne not to beware.
Firtt Guwydonius, be not to fumptuous, leaft thou
feeme prodigall, nor too couetous, leaft they compt
thee a niggard: for by fpending in excefle, thou
fhalt be thought a vaine glorious foole, and by
to much fparing, a couetous pefant. Be not
wilfull in thy doings, that they count thee not
witlefle, nor to rafh, that they think thee not
deuoyde of reafon: be not to merrie, that they
count thee not immodeft, nor to fober, leaft they
call thee fullen, but fhew thy felfe to be an olde
man for thy grauitie, and a young youth for thy
actiuitie: fo fhall all men haue caufe to prayfe
thee for thy manners, and commend thee for thy
modeftie. Be not to curious Gwydonius, that they
deeme thee not proud, nor to curteous, leaft they
call thee counterfaite. Be a friend to all, & a
foe to none, and yet truft not without triall, nor
commit any fecret to a friendlye ftranger, leaft in
to much truft lye treafon, and thou be forced by
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repentaunce to crye Peccaus. The {weeteft Mufke
is fower to be tafted, the fineft Pils moft bitter to
be chewed, and the flattering friend moft tickle
being tried: then beware leaft faire words make
fooles faine, & glozing fpeeches caufe had I wift
to come to late. Lend not Guwydonius, a liftning
eare to the.alarums of Loue, nor yeeld not thy
freedome to the affault of, luft, be not dazeled
with the beames of fading beautie, nor daunted
with / the defire of euerie delicate damfell, for
in time fuch blifle will proue but bane, and
fuch delightfull ioy, but defpitefull anoie. Luft
Gwydonius will proue an enimie to thy purfe, and
a foe to thy perfon, a canker to thy minde, and a
corafiue to thy confcience, a weakener of thy wit, a
molefter of thy minde, a befotter of thy fenfes, and
finallie, a mortall bane to all thy bodie, fo that thou
fhalt finde pleafure the pathwaic to perdition, and
lufting Loue the load-flone to ruth and ruine.’
Seeke not then Gwydonius, greedelie to deuour that
bait, where-vnder thou knoweft a hurtfull hooke
to bee hidden: frequent not that pleafure which
will turne to thy poifon, nor couet not that com-
panie which will conuert to thy confufion, leaft
through fuch follie thou haue caufe in time to be
fad, and I to be forrowfull. Now Gwydonsius that
thou haft heard the aduertifement of a louing
father, followe my aduice as a dutifull child, and
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the more to binde thee to performe my former
precepts, that this my counfaile bee not drowned
in obliuion, I giue thee this Ring of golde, wherin
is written this fentence, Pr.emomiius, Premunitus.
A pofie pretic for the wordes, and pithie for the
matter, fhort to bee rehearfed, and long to bee
related, inferring this fenfe, that hee which is fore-
warned by friendlie counfaile of imminent daungers,
is fore-armed againft all future mithappe and
calamitie, fo that hee may by fore-warning preuent
perilles if it be poffible, or if by finifter fortune
hee cannot efchue them, yet hee may beare the
croffe with more patience and lefle griefe. Keepe
this Ring Guwydonius carefullie, that thou maift
fhew thy felfe to refpe® thy owne cafe, and
regarde my counfaile: and in fo doing thou fhalt
pleafe mee, and pleafure thy felfe.

Clerophontes hauing thus ended his difcourfe,
embracing his fonne with fatherlie affe@ion, and
guing / him his blefling, went fecretlie into his
Chamber, the more to couer his griefe, which he
conceiued for his fonnes departure : vnwilling his
fonne fhould perceiue by his forrow how vnfainedlie
hee both liked and loued him.

Well, Gwydonius hauing taken his leaue of his
Father, furnithed both with counfaile and coine,
with aduice of wifedome and aide of wealth, paffed
on his iourney verie folempnlie, vntill hee was paft
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the bounds of his Fathers Dukedome, and then as
merrie as might bee, he trauailed by the fpace of
feauen weekes without anie refidence, vntill hee
came to a Citie called Barutta, where (whether he
were delighted with the fcituation of the place, or
deluded with the perfwafion of fome Parafiticall
perfons) hee fecurelie fetteled himfelfe by the fpace
of a whole yeere: in which time hee fo careleflie
floated in the feas of voluptuoufnefle, and fo reck-
leflie raunged in licentious and lawleffe libertie,
thinking himfelfe a peafant if he were not prodigall,
counting nothing comelie, if not coftlie, nothing
feemelie if not fumptuous, vfing fuch monftrous
excefle in all his actions, that the Citizens of
Barutta noted him for a myrrour of immoderate
lyfe, and a verie patterne of witlefle prodigalitie :
yea, his excefliue expences daylie fo increafed, that
Mines of golde had not beene fufficient to main-
taine his pompeous magnificence, infomuch, that
the Magiftrates of Barutta, not onelie meruailed
where hee had coine to counteruaile his expences,
but alfo beganne to fufpe@ him eyther for fome
fkilfull Alcumift, or that hee hadde fome large
commiffion to take vp thofe purfes that fell into
lapfe, for want of fufficient defence: whereupon
beeing called before the Magiftrates and ftrictlie
examined what trade he vfed, why hee ftayed / fo
long in the Citie, and how hee was able to maintaine
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fo princelie a porte as he carried: Guwydomius vn-
" willing to haue them priuie to his parentage, began
to coyne a fcufe, yet not fo cunninglie but hee was
trapt in his owne talke, and fo caft in prifon, where
he laie clogged with care and deuoide of comfort,
hauing not fo much as one truftie friend, amongft
all thofe trothlefle flatterers which in profperitie
had fo frequented his companie: the ingratitude
of whom fo perplexed his molefted minde, as
furcharged with forow, hee burft forth into thefe
tearmes. A

Alafle (quoth hee) now haue I bought that by
haplefle experience, which if I had beene wife, I
might haue got by happie counfaile: Nowe am
1 taught that with paine and perill, which if
felfe-loue had not befotted my fenfes, I might
haue learned with profite and pleafure, that in
the fayreft Sandes is moft ficklenefle, out of the
braueft Blofflome mofte commonlie fpringeth the
worfte Fruite, that the fineft flower feldome hath
the beft fmell, that the mofte gliftering Stone
hath often-times the leaft vertue, and that in the
greateft fhewe of good will, lyes ofte times the
fmalleft effe@ of friendfhippe, in moft flatterie,
leaft fayth, in the fayreft face, the falfeft heart,
in the {fmootheft Tale the fmalleft Truth, and in
the fweeteft glofes moft fower ingratitude: Yea,
I fee nowe (quoth hee) that in truth lies treafon,

LA A
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that faire wordes make fooles faine, and that the
ftate of thefe fained friendes are lyke to the Marie-
golde, which as long as the Sunne fhineth openeth
her leaues, but with the leaft Clowde, beginneth
to clofe, lyke the Violettes in .4merica, which in
Summer yeelde an odoriferous fmell, and /in
Winter a moft peftilent fauour : fo thefe Parafites
in profperitie profefle moft, but in aduerfitie per-
forme leaft: when Fortune fauoureth, they laughe,
when fhee frowneth they lowre: at euerie full Sea,
they flourifth, but at euery dead Neape, they fade:
Like to the fith Palerna, which beeing perfetlie
white in the Calme, yet turneth paffing blacke at
euerie ftorme: to the trees in the defarts of Affrica,
that flourith but while the South winde bloweth, or
to the Celedonie ftone, which retaineth his vertue
no longer than it is rubbed with golde.

Sith then Guwydonius (quoth hee) thou findes
fuch falfehoode in friendfhippe, and fuch faithlefle
deeds in fuch painted fpeeches, fhake off thefe
fawning curres with the flag of defiance, and from
hence forth trie ere thou truft. I, but (quoth
hee) it is too late to applie the falue when the fore
is incurable, to crie alarum when the Citie is ouer-
runne, to feeke for, couert when the ftorme is patt,
and to take heede of fuch flattering mates, when
alreadie thou art decciued by fuch fawning mer-
chants: now thou wilt crie Caxe when thy coine is
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confumed, and beware when thy wealth is wracked :
when thou haft nothing whereof to take charge,
thou wilt bee charie, and when follie hath alreadie
giuen thee a mate, thou wilt by wifedome fecke
to auoide the checke, but nowe thou trieft it true
that thy Father foretolde thee, that fo long thou
wouldeft be carelefle, as at laft Repentaunce woulde
pull thee by the fleeue, and then had I wift woulde
come too late.

Wel Gwydonius, fith that which is once paft can
neuer bee recald againe, if thou haft by follie made
a fault, fecke by wifedome to make amends, and
heape not care vpon care, nor adde not griefe to -
forrow, by thefe pittifull complaintes, but cheere
vp thy felfe and take heart at grafle, for the ende
of woe is the beginning of weale, and / after
miferie alwaies infueth moft happie felicitie.

Gwydonius hauing thus dolorouflie difcourfed
with himfelfe, remained not aboue tenne daies in
prifon, but that the Senate taking pittie of his cafe,
and feeing no accufations were inferred againft him,
fet him free from his Purgatorie, and gaue him
good counfaile that heereafter hee fhoulde beware
by fuch witlefle prodigalitie to incurre fuch fufpi-
tion. Thefeus neuer triumphed more after hee had
efcaped the danger of the perillous laborinth, than
poore Gwydonius did when he was fet free from this
pernitious Limbo : now the bitternefle of bondage
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made his freedome feeme farre more {weete, and
his danger fo happelie efcaped, caufed his deliuerie
feeme far more delightfull. Yet hee conceiued fuch
difcurtefie againft the Citizens, for repaying his
liberall good will with fuch loathfome ingratitude,
that the next morning he departed from Barusta,
not ftored with too much monie for molefting his
minde, nor ouercharged with coine for combering
his confcience with too much care, but hauing
remaining of all his treafure onelie that ring which
his Father gaue him, trauailing verie folemmlie to-
ward Alexandria.

Where at that time there raigned a certaine
Duke named Orlanis, who was fo famous and
fortunate, for the peaceable gouernment of his
Dukedome, adminiftering iuftice with fuch fin-
ceritie, and yet tempering the extremitie of the
law with fuch lenitie, as he both gained the good
will of ftrangers on hearing his vertue, and won
the heartes of his fubie&s in feeling his bountie,
counting him vnworthie to beare the name of a
Soueraigne, which knew not according to defert,
both to cherith and chaftife his fubieéts.

Fortune and the fates willing to place him in
the pal /lace of earthlie profperitie, endowed him
with two children, the one a fonne named Ter/fan-
dro, and the other a daughter called Caftania, either
of them fo adorned with the giftes of Nature, and
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beautified with good nurture, as it was hard to
know whether beautie or vertue held the fupre- °
macie. But leaft by this happie eftate Orlanio
fhould bee too much puffed vp with profperitie,
Fortune fparing him the mate, yet gaue him a
flender checke, to warne him from fecuritie, for
before his daughter came to the age of foureteene
yeeres, his wife died, leauing him not more forrow-
full for the lofle of her whom he moft entirelie
loued, than carefull for the well bringing vp of her
whome he fo deerelie liked. Knowing that as his
Court was a fchoole of vertue to fuch as brideled
their mindes with difcreation, fo it was a nurfe of
vice to thofe tender yeeres that meafured their
willes with witlefle affeion, efteeming libertie as
perillous to the ftaie of youth, as precious to the
ftate of age, and that nothing fo foone allureth the
minde of a young maide to vanitie, as to paffe her
youth without feare in fecuritie. Feared with the
confideration of thefe premifes, to auoide the
inconueniences that might happen by fuffering
Caftania to leade her lyfe in lawlefle libertie, hee
thought it beft to choofe out fome vertuous Ladie
to keepe her companie, who might dire& her courfe
by fo true a compafle, and leuell her lyfe by fo
right a line, that although her young yeeres were
verie apt to bee intangled in the fhares of vanitie, yet
by her counfaile and companie, thee might fteddilie
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tread her fteppes in the trace of vertue: and none
hee could finde more fit for the purpofe, than a
certaine old Widdowe, called Madame Mezlytta,
honoured for her vertuous lyfe throughout all
Alexandria, who beeing fent for to the Court, hee
faluted on this manner.

Madame | Melytta, (quoth hee) the reporte of
thy honeft conditions, and the renowme of thy
vertuous qualities are fuch, as thereby thou haft
not onelie purchafed great praife, but wonne great
credit throughout all the Countrie. Infomuch that
I incenfed by this thy fingular commendation, I haué
fele@ed thee as the onelie woman to whome I meane
to commit my chiefeft treafure, I meane Melysta, my
Daughter Caflania, to whome I will haue thee be
both a companion and a counfailour, hoping thou
wilt take fuch care to traine her vp in vertue, and
trace her quite from vice, to winne her minde to
honeftie, and weane her quite from vanitie, that
fhe in her ripe yeares fhall haue caufe to thanke
thee for thy paines, and I occafion to regard thee
as a friend, and reward thee for thy diligence.

Firt Melytta, fee that fhee leade her lyfe both
charilie and chaftlie. Let her not haue her owne
will, leaft fhee proue too wilfull: or too much
libertie, leaft fhee become too light. The Palme
tree prefled downe, groweth notwithftanding but
too faft. The hearbe Spatania, though troden on,
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groweth verie tall, and youth although ftritlie
reftrained will proue but too ftubburne.

The veflell fauoureth alwaies of that licour
wherewith it was firft feafoned, and the minde
retaineth thofe qualities in age wherein it was
trained vp in youth. The tender twigge is {ooner
broken than the ftronge branch, the young ftem
more brittle than the olde ftocke, the weake
bramble fhaken with euerie winde, and the wauer-
ing will of youth toffed with euerie puffe of vanitie,
readie to bee wracked in the waues of wantonnefle,
vnlefle it bee cunninglie guided by fome wife and
warie Pilot.

Then [ Melytta, youth is fo eafilie entrapped
with the alluring traine of foolifh delightes, and
fo foone entangled with the trafth of pernitious
pleafures, fuffer not my Daughter to pafie her time
in idleneffe, leaft happilie being taken at difcouert,
thee become a careleffe captiue to fecuritie, for when
the minde once floateth in the furging feas of idle
conceites, then the puffes of voluptuous pleafures,
and the fliffeling ftormes of vnbrideled fancie, the
raging blaftes of alluring beautie, and the fturdie
gale of glozing vanitie, fo fhake the fhippe of
recklefle youth, that it is dailie in doubt to fuffer
moft daungerous fhipwracke. But let her {pend
her time in reading fuch auncient authors as may
fharpen her wit by their pithie fayings, and learne
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her wifedome by their perfet fentences. For
where nature is vicious, by learning it is amended,
and where it is vertuous, by fkill it is augmented.
The ftone of fecret vertueis of greater price if it
bee brauelie polifhed, the Golde though neuer fo
pure of it felfe, hath the better coulour if it bee
burnifhed, and the minde though neuer fo vertuous,
is more noble if it bee enriched with the giftes of
learning. And Melytta, for recreation fake, let her
vie fuch honeft fportes as may driue awaie dumpes,
leaft fhee bee too penfiue, and free her minde from
foolifh conceites, that fhee bee not too wanton.

Thus (Madame) as you haue hearde my fatherlie
aduife, fo I praie you giue my Daughter the lyke
friendlie. aduertifement, that heereafter fhee maye
haue both caufe to reuerence mee, and to rewarde
thee.

Melytta hauing hearde with attentiue heede the
minde of Orlanio, conceiued fuch ioye in this newe
charge, and fuch delight in this happie chaunce, as
with cheerefull countenaunce fhe repaied him this
aunfwere.

Sir / (quoth fhee) although in the largeft Seas are
the foreft tempeftes, in the broadeft wayes moft
boyfterous windes, in the hig[hjeft hilles, moft
dangerous haps, and the greateft charge the greateft
care, yet the duetie which I owe you as my
Soueraigne, and the loue I beare you as a fubie,
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the cate I haue to pleafe you as my Prince, and to
pleafure you as a Potentate, the truft you repofe
in my truth without fufficient triall, the confidence
you put in my concience without fure proofe, the
curtefie your Grace doeth fhew mee without anie
defert, haue fo inflamed the forepafled fire of
dutifull affe@ion, and fo incouraged mee to
encounter your Graces curtefie, with willing con-
ftancie, that there is no happe fo harde which I
would not hazard, no daunger fo defperate which
I would not aduenture, no burthen fo heauie which
I woulde not beare, no perill fo huge which I would
not pafle, no charge fo great, which both willinglie
and warilie I would not performe. For, fince it
hath pleafed your Grace to vouchfafe fo much of
my fimple calling, as to affigne me for a companion
for your daughter Cafania, 1 will take fuch care
in the charie performance of my charge, and
indeauour with fuch diligence both to counfaile
and comfort Caffania, as your Grace fhall perceiue
my dutie in pleafuring you, and my diligence in
pleafuring her.

The Duke hearing the friendlie and faithfull
proteftation of the good Ladie Melyita, tolde her
that although it were great trouble for one of her
_age to frame her felfe as 2 companion to fuch yong
youth, and that fome care belonged to fuch a
charge, yet hee woulde fo counteruaile her painfull

3
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labour with princelie liberalitie, that both fhee and
all Alexandria fhould haue caufe to fpeake of his
bountie.

Melytta [ thanking the Duke for fuch vndeferued
curtefie, fetting her houfeholde affaires in good
order, repaired to the Court as fpeedelie as might
be. But leauing her with Caffania, againe to
Guwydonius. Who now being arriued in Alexandria,
pinched with pouertie, and diftreffed with want,
hauing no coine lefte wherewith to counteruaile
his expences, thought it his beft courfe, if it were
poflible, to compafle the Dukes feruice: repairing
therefore to the Court, he had not ftaied there
three daies before hee found fit opportunitie to
offer his feruice to Orlanio, whome verie dutifullie
he faluted in this manner.

The report (right worthie Prince) of your in-
comparable curtefie and pecreleffle magnanimitie, is
fo blazed abroad throughout all Countries, by the
golden trumpe of Fame, that your Grace is not more
loued of your fubie@s which taft of your liberall
bountie, than honoured of ftraungers, which onelie
heare of your princelie vertue. Infomuch that it
hath forced me to leaue my natiue foile, my parents,
kindred, and familiar friends, and pilgrime like
to pafle into a ftraunge Countrie, to trie that by
experienca heere, which I haue heard by report
at home. For it is not (right worthie Sir) the ftate
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of your Countrie that hath allured me (for I deeme
Bohemia, whereof 1 am, no lefle pleafant than
Alexandria,) neither hath want of liuing or hope
of gaine intifed mee, for I am by birth a Gentleman,
and iffued of fuch parents as are able with fufficient
patrimonie to maintaine my eftate, but the defire,
not onelie to fee, but alfo to learne fuch rare
curtefie and vertuous qualities as fame hath
reported to be put in pradife in your Court, is
the onelie occafion of this my iourney. Now if in
recompence of this my trauaile, it fhall pleafe your
Grace, to vouchfafe of my feruice, I fhall thinke
my felfe fullie fatisfied, and / my paines fufficiently
requited. '

Orlanso hearing this dutifull difcourfe of Gwy-
donius, marking his manners, and mufing at his
modeftie, noting both his excellent curtefie and
exquifite beautie, was fo inflamed with friendlie
affeGtion toward this young youth, that not
onelie he accepted of his feruice, but alfo preferred
him as a2 companion to his fonne Therfandro,
promifing that fince he had left his Countrie &
parents for this caufe, he would fo counteruaile his
dutifull defert with fauour and friendfhip, as he
fhould neuer haue caufe to accufe him of ingrati-
tude.

Gawydonius repaying heartie thankes to the Duke
for his vndeferued curtefie, being now brought
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from woe to weale, from defpaire to hope, from
bale to blifle, from care to fecuritie, from want to
wealth, yea from hellith miferie to heauenlie pros-
peritie, behaued himfelfe fo wifelie and warilie,
with fuch curtefie in conuerfation, and modeftie in
manners, that in fhort time he not onelie purchafed
credit & countenance with Orlanio, but was moft
entirelie liked and loued of Therfand[r]o.

Now there remained in the Court, a young
knight, called Signor Valericus, who by chance
cafting his glancing eies on the glittering beautie
of Cafiania, was fo fettered in the fnare of fancie,
and fo entangled with the trap of affeion, fo
perplexed in the Laborinth of pinching loue, and
fo inchaunted with the charme of Vemus Sorcerie,
that as the Elephant reioyceth greatlie at the fight
of a Rofe, as the Bird Halciones delighteth to view
the feathers of the Phenix, and as nothing better
contenteth a Roebuck, than to gaze at a red
cloth, fo ther was no obiect that could allure
the wauering eies of Valericus, as the furpafling
beautie of Caffania, yea, his onelie bliffe, pleafure,
ioy, and delight, was in feeding his fancie with
ftaring on the heauenlie face of his Goddefle. But
alaffe her beautie bredde his bane, her lookes, his
loffe, / her fight his forrow, her exquifite perfecions
his extreame paffions, that as the Ape by feeing
the Snaile is infected, as the Leopard falleth in a
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trance at the fight of the Locuft, as the Cockatrice
dieth with beholding the Chrifolite, fo poore
Valericus was pinched to the heart with viewing
her comelie countenance, was griped with galing
griefe, and tortured with infupportable torments,
by gazing vppon the gallant beautie of fo gorgious
a dame: yea, he fo framed in his fancie the forme
of her face, and fo imprinted in his heart the
perfe@ion of her perfon, that the remembraunce
thereof would fuffer him take no reft, but he
pafled the daie in dolour, the night in forrow, no
minute without mo[u]rning, no houre without
heauineffe, that falling into penfiue paffions he
began thus to parle with himfelfe.

Why how now Valericus (quoth hee) art thou
haunted with fome hellith hagge, or poflfefled with
fome frantike furie? art thou inchanted with fome
magicall charme, or charmed with fome bewitching
Sorcerie, that fo fodainlie thy minde is perplexed
with a thoufand fundrie paffions? alate free, and
now fettered, alate fwimming in reff, and now
finking in care, erewhile in fecuritie, and now in
captiuitie, yea, turned from mirth to mourning,
from pleafure to paine, from delight to defpight,
hating thy felfe, and louing her who is the chiefe
caufe of this thy calamitie. Ah PValericus, haft
thou forgot the faying of Propertius, that to loue
howfoeuer it bee, is to loofe, and to fancie, how
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charie fo euer thy choice be, is to haue an ill chance,
for Loue though neuer fo fickle, is but a Chaos of
care, and fancie, though neuer fo fortunate, is but
a maffe of miferie: for if thou inioye the beautie
of Venus, thou fhalt finde it fmall vauntage, if thou
get one as wife as Minerua, thou maieft put thy
winninges in thine eie, if as gorgeous as Juno, thy
accountes beeing caft, thy gaine fhall be but lofle:
yea, bee thee vertuous, be / fhe chaft, be fhe curteous,
be fhe conftant, bee fhe rich, be fthee renowmed, be
fhe honeft, be fhe honourable, yet if thou bee
wedded to 2 woman, thinke thou fhalt finde in her
fufficient vanitie to counteruaile her vertue, that
thy happineffe will bee matcht with heauinefle, thy
quiet with cadre, thy contentation with vexation:
that thou fhalt fowe feede with forrow, and reape
thy corne with fadneffe, that thou fhalt neuer liue
without griefe, nor die without repentaunce, for
in matching with a wife there is fuch mifchiefes,
and in marriage fuch miferies, that Craterus
the Emperour withing fome finifter fortune to
happen vppon one of his foes, praied vnto the
Gods, that he might be married in his youth, and
die without iffue in his age, counting marriage fuch
a cumberfome croffe, and a wife fuch a pleafant
plague, that hee thought his foe could haue no
worfe torment, than to bee troubled with fuch
noifome trath. Oh Valericus, if the confideration
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of thefe premifes be not fufficient to perfwade thee:
if the fentence of Propertins cannot quench thy
flame, nor the faying of Craterus coole thy fancie,
call to minde what miferies, what mifchiefes, what
woes, what wailings, what mifhappes, what mur-
thers, what care, what calamities haue happened
to fuch, as haue beene befotted with the balefull
beautie of women, enioying more care than com-
moditie, more paine than profite, more coft than
comfort, more griefe than good: yea, reaping a
tunne of droffe for euerie dramme of perfe& golde.

What careleflfe inconftancie ruled Eriphila?
What currith crueltie raigned in Phslomela ?
How inceftuous a life lead Aewropa? And how
miferable was that man that married Sthwolesa?
What gaines got Terews in winning Progne, but a
loathfome death for a little delight. _dgamemnon
in poflfefling the beautie of Crecida, caufed the
Grecian armie moft grieuouflic to be plagued.
Candau [les was flaine by his murthering wife
whom fo intirelie he loued. Who was thought
more happie than the hufband of Helena, and
yet who in time lefle fortunate? What hapleffe
chances infued of the chaftitie of Penelgpe? What
broiles in Rome by the vertue of Lucrecia? The
one caufed her futors, moft horrible, to be flaine,
and the other that Tarqusne and all his pofteritie
were rooted out of their regall dignities. Phaedra
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in louing killed her haplefle fonne Hippolitus, and
Clitemnefira in hating flewe her louing hufband
Agamemnon. Alafle Valericus, how daungerous is
it then to deale with fuch dames, which if they
loue, they procure thy fatall care: and if they hate
thee, thy finall calamitie ?

But ah blafphemous beaft that I am, thus
reckleflie to raile and rage without reafon, thus
currifhlie to exclaime againft thofe, without whom
our life though neuer fo lucklie, fhould feeme moft
loathfome: thus Tymon like, to condemne thofe
heauenlie creatures, whofe onelie fight is a fufficient
falue againft all hellifh forrowes: is this right, to
conclude generallie of perticular premifes? Is it
juftice to accufe all for the fault of fome? Isit
equitie to blame the ftaie of vertuous women, for
the ftate of vicious wantons? Doeft thou thinke
Valericus to fhake off the fhackles of fancie with
this follie? Or to efchue the baite of beautie, by
breathing out fuche blafphemie? No, no, affure
thy felfe, that thefe thy raging reafons, will in
time bee moft rigorouflie reuenged, that the Gods
themfelues will plague thee for braying out fuch
iniurious fpeeches. Alaflfe, Loue wanting defire,
maketh the minde defperate : and fired fancie
bereaued of loue tourneth into furie. The loiall
faith I beare to Caffania, and the loathfome feare
of her ingratitude, the deepe defire which inforceth
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my hope, and the deadlie defpaire which infringeth
my happe, fo tofleth / my minde with contrarie
cogitations, that I neither regard what I faie to my
harme, nor refpe® what I doe, to my owne hurt:
yea, my fenfes are fo befotted with pinching loue,
and my minde fo fretted with frying fancie, that
death were thrice more welcome, than thus to linger
in defpairing hope.

And with that to pafle awaie thofe penfiue
paflions, hee floung out of his Chamber with his
Hauke on his fift, thinking by fuch fport to driue
awaie this melancholie humour, which fo molefted
his minde.

But as hee was pafling through the Court, hee
was luckelie encountered by Melytta and Caftania,
who minding to haue fome fporte with Palericus
before hee did pafle: had the onfet thus pleafantlie
giuen him by Cafania.

It is hard Signor Palericus (quoth fhe) to take
you either without your Hauke on your fift, or
your heart on your halfepenie, for if for recreation
you bee not retriuing the Partridge with dogs, you
are in folempne meditation driuing awaie the time
with dumpes, neither caring for companie to folace
your fadnefle, nor pleafantlie difcourfing of fome
amorous Parle: which makes the Gentlewomen of
this Court thinke, that you are either an Apoftata
to Loue, as was Narciffus, or haue difplayed the
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flagge of defiance againft Fancie, as dyd Tyaneus.
If thefe their furmifed conieftures bee true,
Valericus, 1 warne thee as a friend to beware by
other mens harmes, leaft if thou imitate their
actions, thou bee mangled with the like miferie, or
maimed with the lyke misfortune.

Valericus hearing his Saint pronouncing this
fugered harmonie, feeling himfelfe fomewhat toucht
with this quipping talke, was fo rapte in admiration
of her / eloquence, and fo rauifht in the contempla-
tion of her beautie, that hee ftoode in a mafe, not
able to vtter one word, vntill at laft gathering his
wits together, he burft forth in thefe fpeeches.

Madame (quoth he) what it pleafeth the Gentle-
women of this Court to furmife of my folitarinefle,
I know not, but if they attribute it to curioufnefle,
or coinefle, to ftrangenefle or ftatelineffe, either
that I am an enimie to loue, or a foe to fancie, that
I deteft their bountie with Narciffus, or contempne
their beautie with Tiameus, they offer me great
iniurie fo rafhlie to conie@ure of my difeafe, before
rightlie they haue caft my water. But to put your
- Ladifhip out of doubt what is the caufe of my
dumpes, fo it is that of late raunging the fieldes,
my heart (my Hauke I fhould faie Madame),
houered at fuch a princelie praie, and yet mift of
her flight, that fince fhe hath neither prunde her
felfe, nor I taken anie pleafure. Marie, if the fates
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fhould fo fauour mee, or fortune fo fthrowde mee
vp in profperitie, that my defire might obtaine her
with, I would not onelie chaunge my mourning
to mirth, my dolour to delight, and my care to
fecuritie, but I would thinke to haue gotten as rich
a praie as euer Cegfar gained by conquett.

Surelic Signor Palericus (quoth Melytta) no
doubt the praie is paffing princelie, fince the value’
thereof is rated at fo precious a price, and therefore
we haue neither caufe to condemp[n]e your Hauke
of haggardneffe, for want of pruning, nor you of
foolifhnefle for want of pleafure. And if your
heart (your Hauke I thould faie, Signor Valericus)
hath reacht farther with her eie, than fhe is able
to mount with her wing, although I am no fkilfull
Fawlkener, yet I thinke you had better keepe her
on the fift ftill, and fo feede her with hope, than
let her miffe /againe of her flight, and fo fhe turne
taile and be foiled.

In deede Madame (quoth Palericus) your
counfayle is verie good, for. as there is no better
confet to a crazed minde, than hope, fo there is
no greater corafiue to 2 carefull man, than difpaire,
and the Fawlkeners alfo iumpe with you in the fame
verdite, that the Hauke which miffeth her praie,
is doubtfull to foare aloofe and proue haggard.
Yet if fthee were fo tickle, as the wold take no
ftand, fo ramage as fhe would be reclaimed with no
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lure, I had rather happelie hazard her for the gain-
ing of {o peerelefle a praie, though I both loft her,
and wanted of my wifh, than by keeping her fill
in the Bines, to proue her a kite, or me a coward.

In deede Sir (quoth Caffaria) Fortune euer
fauoureth them that are valiant, and things the
more hard, the more haughtie, high and heauenlie:
neither is anie thing harde to bee accomplithed,
by him that hardelie enterprifeth it. But yet take
heede that you fithe not fo faire, that at lengthe
you catch a Frogge, and then repentaunce make
you mumble vp a mafle with Mjferere.

No Madame (quoth hee) it is neuer feene that
he which is contented with his chance, fhould euer
haue caufe to repent him of his choice.

And yet (quoth fhee) hee that buies a thing too
deere, may be content with his chaffer, and yet
wifh he had ben more charie.

Truth Madame (quoth Valericus) but then it is
trath and no treafure, for that which is precious is
neuer ouer-prifed, and 2 bad thing though neuer fo
cheape is thought too chargeable.

Oh Sir (quoth Melytta) and is it not an olde
faying, that a man maye buy golde too deare, and
that Jewelles though neuer fo precious, may bee
fet at too high /a price. [ fee if you had no better
fkill in manning of a Hauke, than in making of a
bargaine, you woulde proue but an ill Fawlkener.
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But fince we haue fo long troubled you with our
talke, we will now leaue you to your fport, and fo
bid you farewell.

Valericus with a courteous Conge, repaying their
curtefie, and with 2 glauncing eie giuing his
Goddefle the dolefull A dio, went folitarilie into the
fecret woods, where laying him downe in the fhade,
he fell into thefe mufing meditations.

What greater profperitie (quoth hee) can happen
vnto anie earthlie wight, than if hee bee croffed
with care, to finde a confe@ to cure his calamitie :
then if hee bee pinched with paines, to get a plaifter
for his paffions: if hee bee drenched in diftrefle, to
finde a meanes to mittigate his miferie, which I fee
by proofe performed in my feelie felfe: for the
fight of my Goddefle hath fo falued my fore-pafled
forrowes, her {weete wordes hath fo healed my
heauie woundes, that where before I was plunged
in perplexitic, I am nowe placed in felicitie:
where before I was opprefled with care, I am now
refrefhed with comfort. O friendlie Fortune, if
from hence forth thou furiouflie frowne vppon mee,
if thou daunt mee with difafter mithappe, or croffe
mee with perpetuall care, yet this thy friendlie
courtefie fhall bee fufficient to counteruaile all future
enormities.

But alaffe, I fee euerie profperous puffe hath his
boifterous blafte, euerie fweete hath his fower,.
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eueric weale his woe, euerie gale of good lucke,
his ftorme of finifter fortune: yea, eueriec commo-
ditie his difcommoditie annexed: the bloud of the
Viper is moft healthfull for the fight, and moft
hurtfull for the ftomacke, the / ftone Celomites is
verie precious for the backe, and verie perillous to
the braine: the flower of India pleafant to be feene,
but who fo fmelleth to it, feeleth prefent fmart: fo
as the ioye of her prefence procureth my delight,
the annoie of her abfence breedeth my defpight :
yea, the feare that the will not repaie my loue with
liking, and my fancie with affeion, that fhe will
not confent to my requeft, but rather meanes to
ftifle me with the raging ftormes of repulfe, and
daunt me with the doome of deadlie denialls, fo
fretteth my haplefle minde with hellifh furie, that no
plague, no paine, no torment, no torture can worfe
moleft mee, than to be diftrefled with this dreadfull
defpaire. .

Alaffe, her calling is too high for me to climbe
vnto, her roall ftate is farre aboue my reach, her
haughtie minde is too loftie for mee to afpire: no
doubt if I offer my fute vnto her, fhee will proue
lyke the Stone of Silicia, which the more it is
beaten, the harder it is: or like the fpices of Jonia,
which the more they are pounded the lefle fauour
they yeeld: lyke tothe Ifiphilon, which yeeldeth forth
no iuyce though neuer fo well brufed : fo, though I
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fhould with neuer fo great deuotion offer vp at her
Shrine, prayers, promifes, fighes, fobbes, teares,
troth, faith, freedome, yea, and my heart itfelfe, asa
pledge to pleade for pittie, yet fhee would make
fo fmall account of thefe my cares, and as lyttle
regarde my ruth and ruine, as Eriphila did her
faithfull friend Infortunio.

But oh vilde wretch that I am, why doe I thus
without caufe condemne Caflania? Why doe I
accufe her of crueltie, in whom raigneth nothing
but curtefie? Why doe I appeach her of coinefle,
in whome bountie fheweth fmall curioufnefle?
How / friendlie, how familiarlie, yea, how faith-
fullie did fhe talke with me, what a cheerefull
countenance did fhee carrie towards mee, what
fodaine glaunces, what louelie lookes, which no
doubt are fignes, that though fhee repulfe mee at
the firft, the will not refufe mee at the laft : though
fhe be ftraight in words, fhe will not be ftraunge
in minde: though fhee giue mee fome bitter pilles
of deniall it fhall bee but for the better triall.
And fhall I then beeing fedde with this hope proue
fuch a mecocke, or a milkefoppe, as to bee feared
with the tempeftuous Seas of aduerfitie, when as at
length I fhall arriue at the hauen of happie eftate :
fhall I dread to haue my fhip fhaken with fome
angrie blafts, hoping to be fafelie landed on the
fhoare, and fo haue my fhare of that, which the
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fhowers of fhrewde Fortune for a time hath denied
mee. No, no, Dulcia non merust, qui non gufiauit
amara. Hee is not worthie to fucke the fweete,
which hath not firft fauoured the fowre : heeis not
worthie to eate the kernell which hath not crackt
the fhell, hee deferueth not to haue the crowne of
viorie, which hath not abidde the brunt of the
battaile : hee meriteth not td poffefle the praie,
which will not willinglie take fome parte of the
paine: Neyther is hee worthie of fo heauenlie a
Dame as Caffania, that woulde not fpend the moft
precious bloud in his bodie, in the purfuite of fo
peerelefle a peece.

Valericus thus mittigating his paine with the
milde medicine of hope, and rooting out the dead
fleth of defpaire with the plaifter of truft, deter-
mined to fitrike on the Stith while the yron was
hot, and to purfue his purpofe while his Miftrefle
was in her good moode. And therfore leauing
his fport for this time, highed- him to / the Court
in haft; where infinuating himfelfe into the focietie
of the Ladies and Gentlewomen, hee fhewed him-
felfe in fport fo pleafant, in talke fo wittie, in
manners fo modeft, in conceites fo cunning, in
parle {o pithie, and in all his conuerfation fo
comelie, that whereas before hee was fpeciallie
loued of none, now hee was generallie liked of all:
infomuch that for a time there was no talke in the
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Court but of the Metamorphofis of Valericus
minde. Who oftentimes determining in plaine
tearmes to prefent his fute to Caffania, when he
came to the point, feare of offence, and dreade
of deniall, difappointed his purpofe, that hee
remained mute in the matter: but at laft per-
ceiuing delaie bredde daunger, feeing his miftrefle
fit alone in his prefence, houering betweene
feare and hope, hee began the affault with this
march.

Madame (quoth he) for that I fee you fitting thus
folitarie in dumps, I am the bolder to preafe in
place, although the moft vnworthie man to fupplie
it. Hoping you will pardon my rudenefle for
troubling thus rafhlie your mufing meditations, and
count my companie the lefle offenfiue in that I fee
you bufied with no fuch ferious matters wherevnto
my prefence may bee greatlie preiudiciall. Cyneas
the Philofopher, Madame, was of this minde, that
when the Gods made beautie, they fkipt beyond their
fkill, in that they framed it of greater force than
they themfelues were able to refift: if then there is
none fo wife or worthic whome beautie cannot
wracke, nor none iffued of fuch princelie birth
whome beautie cannot bend, though I haue beene
intangled with the fnare of fancie, and haue liftned
to the lure of beautie, I am the more to be borne
with, and the leffe to be blamed. For I muft of

4
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force confeffle Madame, that the giftes of nature fo
abundantlie beftowed vppon you, your excelent /
beautie and exquifite vertue, haue fo fcaled the
wals of my fancie, and facked the fort of my
freedome, that for my laft refuge Iam forced to
appeale vnto your curtefie, as the oneliec medicine
which may cure my intollerable difeafe. Naie
incurable I may wel call it, for (I fpeak with teares
outwardlie, and droppes of bloud inwardlie) vnlefle
the mifling fhowers of your mercie mittigate the
force of my fancie, the droppes of your princelie
fauour quench the flame of my affection, and the
guerdon of your good will giue a foueraigne plaifter
for my fecret fore, I am like to paffe my life in
more miferie, than if I had taken the infernall
torments. But I hope it is not poffible, that out
of a fugered Fount fhould diftill a bitter ftreame,
out of a fragrant flower a filthie fappe, and from
fuch diuine beautie thould proceed hate and hellifh
crueltie.

It is Madame, your beautic which hath wrought
my wo, and it is your bountie which muft worke
my weale. It is your heauenlie face which hath
depriued mee of libertie, and your curteous confent
muft be the meanes to redeeme mee from captiuitie
for as he that eateth of the Briane leafe, and is
infected, can by no meanes bee cured, vnlefle hee
tafte of the fame roote : As hee which is wounded
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of the Porcuntine, can neuer be healed wvnleffe his
woundes be wafht with the bloud of the fame
beaft: as there is nothing better againft the ftinging
of a Snake, than to be rubbed with an Adders .
flough, and as he which is hurt of the Scorpion
[muft] feeke a falue from whom he receiued the
fore, fo Loue onelie is remedied by Loue, and
fancie by mutuall affe@ion: You Madame, muft
minifter the medicine, which procured the maladie,
and it onelie lies in your power to applie the
plaifter which inferred the paine.

Therefore 1 appeale to your good grace and
fauour, and at the barre of your beautie, I humblie
holde vp my handes, /refting to abide your fen-
tence, either of confent vnto life, or of deniall vnto
death.

Cafiania hearing this folempne difcourfe of
Valericus, was driuen into a maze with this
vnlookt for motion, mufing that hee woulde fo
farre ouerfhoote himfelfe, as to attempt fo wn-
likelie 2 match, and therefore with difdainefull
countenaunce fhee gaue him this daunt.

As your prefent ariuall Signor Valericus, dooth
not greatlic preindice my mufes, fo I thinke it
will as little profit your motion: as your com-
panie pleafeth me regarding the perfon, fo it
much mifliketh me, refpe&ing the parle : that your
countes beeing once caft, you fhall finde your
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abfence might haue more pleafured you, and better
conterited mee. For it is vnpoffible Valericus, to
call the Fawlkon to that Lure wherein the pens
of a Camelion are pricked, becaufe fhe doth
deadlic deteft them, it is hard to traine the Lyon
to that trappe which fauoureth of Diagredium,
becaufe he loatheth it. And it is as impofiible
to perfuade mee to enter league with fancie, which
am a mortall foe to affe&ion, and to vow my feruice
to Venus, which am alreadic addi®ed to Diana.
No, no fir, I meane not to loue leaft I liue by the
loffe, nor to choofe, leaft my fkill being fmall, I
repent my chance. She that is free and willinglie
runneth into fetters is.a foole, & who fo becommeth
captiue without conftraint, may be thought either
wilfull or witlefle. It is good by other mens
harmes to learne to beware, and to looke before a
man doth leap, leaft in fkipping beyond his fkill,
he light in the mire. Who fo confidereth the
ficklenefle of mens affe&ions, and the fleeting
fondnefle of their fading fancie, who carefullic
looketh at the lightneffe of their loue, and marketh
the inconftancie of their wauering / minde, who
readeth the records which make mention of their
deepe diffemblings, faithlefle proteftations, falfe
vowes, periured promifes, fained loue, and forged
flatterie: how poore Ariadne was abufed, how
Medea was mocked, how Dido was deceiued, how
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Ocenone was reieGed, and how Phillis was forfaken,
and yet would be allured to the traine with fuch
filthie fcraps, I woulde count her chaunce too
good, were her choice neuer fo bad. But leauing
thefe neceflarie doubtes, Valericus, 1 tell you for
troth, if I meant to loue, it is not you I meane to
like, if affection forced me, it is not your perfon I
meane to fancie : your patrimonie is not fufficient
to counteruaile my parentage, nor your bringing
vp my birth, and therefore I would with you to
fow the feede of your fute in a more fertile foile,
for in me you fhall finde no grafts of grant to
grow, nor no confent to bee cropped, for I neither
like of your vnlikelie loue, nor meane not to be
framed to your fancie.

Valericus being pricked with this pike, thought
it a figne of {mall courage to yeeld at the firft
foine, and therefore looking more narrowlie to his
ward, and gathering himfelfe within his weapon, he
ftood to his tackling with this replie.

Madame (quoth hee) if you condemne mee of
follie for climbing a ftaffe too high, or accufe me
of fondnefle for laying my loue on a perfon of fuch
princelie parentage, if I feeme to make an ill
market in cheaping fuch precious chaffer, as the
price thereof is far aboue my reach, yet my offence
is to fmall to beare anic waightie penance, fith
where the fault proceedeth of loue, ther the
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pardon infueth of courfe, but your beautie fhall
beare all the blame, as the onelie fpurre of this my
rath enterprife. For as it is impoflible for the
yron to refift the operation of the Adamant, or
the filie ftrawe the vertue of the fucking / Jeat, fo
as impoflible it is for a louer to withftande the
brunt of beautie, to freeze if he ftand by the
flame, or to pervert the lawes of Nature. So that
madame, if you knew what a breach your beautie
hath made into my breaft,-and how deepely [ haue
fhrined the Idoll of your perfon in my happelefle
heart, I affure my felfe though my perfon and
parentage, my birth and bringing vp be farre vnfit
for fuch a mate, yet you would deeme my loue
and loyaltie to deferue no lefle. Loyaltie I call
it madame, for as all things are not made of one
mould, fo all men are not of one minde, as the
Serpentine pouder is quickly kindled, and quickly
out, fo the Salamander ftone once fet on fire can
neuer be quenched, as the foft Waxe is apt to re-
ceiue euerie impreffion, fo the hard mettall neuer
chaungeth forme without melting.  Ja/or was neuer
fo trouthlefle as Troylus was truftie: Paris was
ncuer more fickle then Pyramus was faithfull:
Aeneas was never fo light as Leander was faithfull :
And fure madame, I call the Gods to witneffe, I
fpeake without faining, that fith your beautie and
vertue eyther by fate or fortune is fo deepely fhrined
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in my heart, if it pleafe you to accept mee for your
flaue or feruaunt, and admitte mee fo farre into your
fauour, as that I may freely enioy the fight of your
fweete face, and feede my fancie in the contempla-
tion of your beautic: in liewe thereof, I will repaie
fuch dutifull feruice, as the betrothed faith of
Erafla to his Perfida, thal not compare with the
loue of Valericus and Caftamia.
Caﬂam’a hearing these perplexed paffions, pro-

ceede from wofull Valericus, pricked forwarde
to take fome remorfe of his tormentes, felte within
her minde a careful confli® betweene fancie &
the fates, loue & the deftinies: fancie perfwaded
her to take pitie of his paines, § fates forced her
to giue him the repulfe: loue wifht / her to re-
tourne his good will with gaine, the deftinies draue
her to denie his requeft: toffed thus with contrarie
cogitations, at laft the burft forth into thefe doubt-
full fpeeches.

Alericus,as 1 am not altogether to rewarde thy

good wil with hate, fo I cannot repaie it with
loue, becaufe fancie denies me to like: to mary I
meane not, to retaine feruants I may not. Marie,
to let thee either to loue qr looke, take this for an
aunfwere, I neither can nor will.

And with that fhe went her waye, leauing

Valericus greatlie daunted with this doubtfull
aunfwere, with feare and hope fo fiercely affailed,



PN TR YR W TR Y e TTRTETTRT Sy ey e s T e

56 THE CARDE OF FANCIE.

that beeing left alone, he beganne thus to confider
of his amorous conceits.
f euer wofull creature had caufe to complaine
his wofull cafe, then vndoubtedly may I
preace for the formoft place, for there is no forrow
more fower, no torment more terrible, no griefe
more grieuous, no heauinefle more hurtfull, then to
haue defire requited with defpight, and good will
with hate, then to like vpon hope of courtefie, and
to finde nothing but hate and hellith crueltie. ’
Alaffe poore PValericus, is thy true loue thus
triflingly accounted of? is this the guerdon for thy
good will? Doeth thy deepe defire merite no better
defert? then haft thou no choice, but either to
dye defperatelie, or elfe to liue loathfomelie? Why
fonde foole, doeft thou count her cruell, that at the
firft giues not a free confent? Doeft thou thinke
her coye -that commeth not at the firft call?
wouldeft thou haue the match made at the firft
motion? Shee that is wonne with a word, will be
loft with a winde, the Hauke that bates at euerie
caft of the / Lure will neuer be ftedfaft on the
ftonde, the woman that frame[th] her will to euerie
with will proue but a blinde wanton. No, no
Valericus, let not her denials daunt thee, let not the
fower tafte of her talke quat thy queafy ftomacke,
confter all things at the beft: tho’ her cenfure was
very feuere, yet fhee knit vp her talke with a
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courteous clofe. The hound which at the firft
defaulte giueth ouer the Chace, is called but a curre.
The Knight that finding the firft encounter
cumberfom giueth ouer the queft, is counted but
a coward, and the louer that at the firft deniall is
daunted with defpayre is neyther worthie to obtaine
his defire, nor to enioye his defert. And with that
he flung out of his chamber both to auoid the
melancholy which tormented his mind and fee if
he could haue a fight of his goddefle.

But Caftania altogether vnwilling to parle with,

her new patient, kept herfelf out of his fight:
which Valericus efpying was no whit amazed, but
like a valiant fouldiour gaue the fort a frefh affault,
with a new kinde of batterie, feeking to obtaine
that with writing which he could not gaine with
words, and therefore fpecdllye framed a letter to
this effe&.

Signor Valericus, to the Ladye Caftania, health.

There is no Creature (Madame Caffania) fo
bereaued of reafon, or depriued of fenfe, which being
opprefled with direfull calamities, findeth not by
mere inftin& of nature, a prefent.remedy for his
malady, man only excepted, who by reafon of this
want, may iuftly accufe the iniurious gods of iuftice

- withiniuftice. The Tigre, though neuer fo deadlye

wounded taketh the roote of the Tamarifke, and
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is prefently cured: The Deere beeing ftroken,

though neuer / fo deep, feedeth on the herb
Di&aninum, and forth with is healed : The Lyon
falueth his ficknefle by eating the Sea Woolfe, and
the Unicorne recouereth his health, by fwallowing
vp the buds of a Date-tree. But man being
croffed with care, or opprefled with griefe, pinched
with fancie, or perplexed with loue, findeth no
herbe fo wholefome, nor medicine fo milde, no
plaifter fo perfe& nor no falue fo foueraigne, which
by their fecrete virtues can appeafe his paffions:
the which Madame, I knowe by proofe & now
fpeake by experience : for your diuine beautie and
fecrete vertue, the perfection of your bodie and the
beautie of your mind, hath kindled fuch a flaming
fire in my hopleffe heart that by no meanes it may
be quenched, but will turne my bodie into drie
earth and cinder, vnlefle by the droppes of your
pittie it be fpeedily redrefled. Then Madame fith
your beauty is my bale, let it be my blifle: fince it
hath wrought my woe, let it work my weale, and
let not my faithfull feruice & loyal loue be recom-
penced with fuch rigorous refufals. Striue not for
my life, fince you haue my liberty, feeke not my
death, fince you are the Saint to who I offer vp my
deuotion. But good Madame, let the fweete balme
of thy beneuolence falue the fore that fo painfully
affliteth my careful confcience. And with the
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deawe of your grace redeame him fr5 moft hellith
tormentes, whofe life and death ftandeth in your
aunfwere, which I hope fhall be fuch as belongeth
to the defert of my loue, and the fhewe of your
beautie. :
Yours, if he may be,
Don Valerscus.

V alerscus [ hauiug thus finithed his Letter, fent

it, with as much fpeed as might be by his
Page, to Caflania, who finding her at conuenient
leifure, with moft reuerent dutie deliuered it.
Caftania, at the firfte fight, cGiecturing the contents,
with fcornfull looks, and difdainfull countenance,
vnripped the feales, where feeing and reading his
deep deuotion, fhe perceiued that his affe&ion
was no lefle indeede than he profefled in word ;
She notwithftanding would take no remorfe at
his torment, but to driue him more into doleful
dumps fhee returned him this damp.

Caftania to Seignor Valericus.

AS it is impoflible (Sesgnor Valericus) to ftraine

moift liquor out of the dry flint, & procure
flaming heate in that which is already nipped with
the chilling cold, to force the fturdy ftreames to run
againft their common courfe, fo as hard is it to
win vnwilling loue, either with tears or truth. For
if thy birth or patrimony could counteruaile my
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Parentage, if my Father were content to knit the
knot, yet neither his command nor thy entrétye,
fhould make me to choofe without my owne loue
and liking. Sith then thou art the man whome I
rather loathe then like, ceafe from thy fute, make
a vertue of neceflitie, and affuage the flame thy
felfe which no other will quench. By importunate
perfifting in thy purpofe, where no hope is, thou
proueft thy felfe rather a defperate fot, then a
difcrete fouldier. To hop againft the hill, is ex-
treme fondnefle; to ftriue againft the ftreame,
mere folly : then Palericus, auoid the one, &
efchewe the other, for if thou wilt feeke to gain
my good-will, thou fhalt turne the endlefle ftone
with Sifiphus, and therefore take my nay for
aunfwer. For /if I would I cannot, and if I could
I will not, and fo farewell.
No way yours
Caftania.

Alericus hauing receiued this rigorous Letter

fro ruthlefle Caffania, feeing with what great
difdain fhe reie@ed his dutifull deuotion, and how
with coy countenance fhe rewarded his loyall loue,
he began with reafon fomewhat to vent his rage,
and with wifdome to redrefle his witlefle folly ; for
comparing her crueltie with his own curtefie, and
her wilful difdaine with his willing dutie, his dis-
ordinate defire began not only to decay, but his
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extreame loue turned to his extreame hate, info-
much, that forced to defpight, he fent her (in
reuenge) thefe raging lines.

Valericus the defpifed, to defpightfull Caftania.

_DIoge)m being demaunded why fo extreamely

hee hated woman, anfwered, (quoth hee)
becaufe they be women. So if thou afke of me
why fo rudely I raile againft thy reckleflfe folly, I
aunfwere, becaufe thou art Caffania, whofe mercilefle
minde is fo mifled with ingratitude, & whofe
currith nature is foyled with careleffe inconftancy,
that like Menechmus Subreptus his wife, thou doeft
not begin to loue, ere again thou feckeft to hate.
Thou plaicft like the young Eagles, which being
hatched by the bird Olyphaga, neuer feek to peark
on loftie mounts but to / fitte in durtie Dales, and
lyke the greedie Kyte which leaueth the fweete
flefhe, to pray on the ftincking carrion. But why
doeI fo farre forget my felfe? Is fhe to be blamed
that leaueth her choyce to haue a better chaunce,
or is the Faulchon to be accufed of baftardie, that
leaueth the Starling to praye on the Larke? No:
and no doubt fuch is thy cafe, for if it bee true
that all fpeaketh, or at the leaft fufpe&eth, thou art
lyke by thy louers Parentage to. become a great
Potentate: for if armes bee the bewrayer of
auncient difcentes, no doubt hee is come of an olde
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houfe. Yea, thy Father Orlanio may reioyce if he
liue to fee the daye that his Daughter fhall be fo
well wedded as to fuch a wrangling Wifard. But
Pafiphae preferred a Bull before a King, and Venus
a fmeered Smith before Mars the God of battaile.
Tufh, Pfomneticus was father to Rhodopes children,
whofoeuer begat them, and that cloake is of a
courfe {pinning, that cannot keepe of the raine.
Farewell.
Liuing he hopes to reuenge
thy imiuries.
Wofull Valericus.

Afania no fooner hadde read thefe defpitefull

lynes of Valericus, but her minde fired with
the flames of furie, and her breaft boyled with
raging wrath, in fuch forte, that fhe could not be
in quiet nor take any reft: fhe bufied her felfe fo
carefullie in ftudying with what kinde of reuenge
fhe might beft wreake her wrath vppon him, and
requite his fpitefull fpeeches. At laft womanlike,
fhe found her tongue the beaft weapon, & with
that fhe plagued him in this fort.

Caftania [ to Valericus, neither health nor good hap.
THe Matftiffe Dogge (Palericus) can neuer queft

like a Spaniell, but he muft alwaies barke
lyke a Curre: it is naturall for the Pie to chatter,
for the Jaye to iangle, and for thee to raile and
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rage like a frantike foole. Doeft thou thinke
(Valericus) by brawling lyke a beggar to become a
King, or by thy moodelefle follie to obtaine my
fauour? no, as I knowe thy knauerie, fo I paffe not
for thy brauerie : neither can thofe vauntes ftand
for paiment, where the partie is prickt for a peeuith
paltering patch. It is no meruaile if thy doggifh
Letters fauour of Diogenes do&rine, for in troth
thou art fuch a Cinicall kinde of Dunce, that thy
fond felicitie is in biting bitterlie thofe whom
otherwife thou canft not reuenge. In deede,
gentle Balaams Afle, if I had beene fo light as to
haue loued you, I might iuftlie haue beene accufed
to haue beene a Curre or a Kiftrell, for in faith
fhee that feedes her fancie on thy face, may onelie
reape this profite, to fill her eyes full with the
figure of a foole. For my louers armes, Valericus,
they are imblafed in fuch a coate, as it is harde for
thee to controule. But I knowe thou boafteft that
thou haft gotten thy antiquitic by conqueft, and
keepeft thy Letters pattents in the beggars boxe.
Thus adieu Sir Dunce, the more you miflike mee,
the better I loue my felfe.
Thy detefied foe,
Caftania.

Alericus his heart was fo hardned with hate,

as hee was nothing difmaied with this rigorous
replie, but thought himfelfe halfe fatisfied, that he
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hadde thus kind /lie toucht her to the quicke,
praying the Gods, that fith it was not in his poffi-
bilitie to make anie fufficient reuenge, they would
by fome finifter meanes requite her crueltie. But
- leauing him to his dumpes, at laft to Gwydonius,
who befides the beautie of his bodie, and the
bountie of his minde (whereat all Alexandria
wondered) had by good gouernment and perfe&
pradife, obtayned fuch a dexteritie in all thinges, as
in feates of armes no man more forward, in exercife
none more a&iue, in plaie none more politike, in
parle none more pleafant, amongft his auncients
verie wife, amongft the youthfull who more merrie:
fo that there was no time, perfon, nor place, whereto
aptlie he applied not himfelfe : infomuch that hee
entered into fuch fauour and familiaritie with
Therfandro and Caflania, that hee was the onelie
man whofe companie they defired to inioy. But
efpeciallie Caffania, who by cafting a gazing glaunce
fometime vpon the beautie of Gwydonius, felte a
certaine reftraint of lybertie in her affe&ions, an
alteration of minde, and as it were a ciuile affault
within her felfe: but hauing fmall praife in the
pangs of loue, fhee could not conie@ure the fecrete
caufe of thefe her fodaine paffions, thinking that as
it was a toie lightlie taken, fo it would as lightlie be
left : and vpon this ftill fhe refted, conceiuing onelie
an ordinarie kinde of liking towardes Gwydonius.



THE CARDE OF FANCIE. - 65

Who bathing thus in the ftreames of bliffe,
and fafelie harboured in the hauen of happi-
nefle, wanting nothing which might content his
minde, either for pleafure or profit, thought it a
point of meere follie either to feeke or with for
more than inough, knowing that to ftrain further
than the fleeue would ftretch, was but to make
the arme bare, and to fkippe beyond a mans
fkill, was to leape, but not to know where to
light : to auoid therefore hafti/neffe in hazard-
ing, he fell a flumbering in the carclefle feate of
fecuritie.

But as it is impoffible for 2 man to fleepe by
the viper and not bee inuenomed, to gaze vpon
the Cockatrice and not be infe@ted, to ftare vpon
the Sunne and not be dazeled, to looke vpon Me-
dufas head and not be transformed, to wade in the
waues and not be drenched, to handle coales and
not be fcorched, fo it was as impoffible for yong
Guwydonius to gaze vpon the beautic of Caflania
and not be galled, to fixe his eies vpon her feature
& not be fettered, to fee her vertuous qualities and
not be inueigled : for her curtefie had fo encountred
him, her modeftie had fo amazed him, and her
charie chaftitie fo inchaunted him, that whereas he
came to Orlanio his Court free from affe@ion, hee
was now become a feruile flaue to fancie, before a
foe to luft, now a friend to loue, yea hee felte fuch

5
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an alienation of his fenfes, and fuch a ftraunge
Metamorphofis of his minde, as reafon was tourned
to rage, mirth to mourning, ioye to annoie, delight
to defpight, weale to woe, bliffe to bale: in fine,
fuche contrarie paffions fo perplexed the doubtfull
Patient, as maugre his face, hee yeelded the forte to
fancie, and pulde in the former flagge of defiance,
intreated for truce, and beganne to enter parle with
Cupide on this manner.
O Guwydonixs (quoth hee) what ftraunge chaunce,
nay, what rare chaunge, what folempne
motion, nay, what fodaine madnefle, what foolifh
phrenzie, or rather what frantike affe@ion hath
poffefled thee? Is thy lawelefle lybertie tourned
to a flauith captivitie? Is thy freedome fettered?
Are thy fenfes befotted? Is thy wit inucigled ?
Wert thou of late a defier of Venmus, and art thou
now a defender of vanitie? Didft thou of / late
renounce beautic as a foe, and wilt thou nowe
embrace her as a friend? Is this the carefull
keeping of thy Fathers commandement? Or is
this the dilygent dutie in obferuing the counfayle
- of thy olde Sire Clerophontes? Haft thou fo foone
forgot his fatherlie preceptes, or committed to
oblivion his friendlie aduertifement? Did hee
carefullic warne thee to beware of loue, and wilt
thou careleflic wed thy felfe to luft? Did hee
fhew thee what poifoned bane is hidden vnder the
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painted baites of beautie, and wilt thou bee haled
to the hooke?

O haplefle cafe: nay rather, if the charie charge
thy Father gaue thee will bee no conftraint, if his
counfayle will not commaund thee, if his warning
will not make theec warie, nor his aduice bee thy
aduertifement : yet let imminent perilles, and infu-
ing daungers bee a precious preferuative againft
future calamities. Confider with thy felfe Guwyds-
nius, what difference is betweene freedome and
bondage, betweene libertie and captiuitie, mirth
and mourning, pleafure and paine, reft and care.
happinefle and heauinefle: and fo farre doth hee
which is free from affetion, differ from him which
is fettered in fancie.

Why but Guwydonius, why doeft thou thus reck
leflic rage againft reafon? Why doeft thou thus
fondlie exclaime againft thine owne welfare? Why
doeft thou condemne thy felfe of that crime whereof
thou art not guiltie?

Thy Father warned thee to beware of fickle
fancie, but this thy lyking is firme affe&ion. His
counfayle was to perfwade thee from lewde luft,
but not from lawfull loue, from vanitie, not from
vertue : yea, nis will was to with thee from liking
fuch a lewde minion, who had neither birth, wealth,
nor vertue, but / a little fading beautie to be either
her credite or thy countenance, not to warne thee
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. from louing fuch.a chaft maiden, nay, a peereles
Princefle, whofe birth may countenance thy calling,
whofe power maye promote thee, whofe liuings
may inrich thee, whofe vertue may aduance thee:
yea, in obtaining whome, thou fhalt gaine both
honour, and perhappes the inheritaunce of 2 Duke-
dome.

Doeft thou thinke then Gwydomius, in winning
fo worthie a peece, to purchafe thy Fathers dis-
pleafure, nay affure thy felfe he will not onelie be
content with thy chaunce, but he will thinke thou
haft runne a happier race, than Hyppomanes did in
winning Atlante. Content with thy chance. Why
Guwydonixs, art thou fo fond a foole, as to count the
Caftle conquered, that as yet thou haft not com-
paffed : to fuppofe the Citie facked, which thou
haft not befieged : to thinke the Bulwarke beaten,
which as yet thou haft not battered: or to count
the Ladie wonne, whome as yet thou haft not
wooed? Naie Gwydomius, if thou weigh thy cafe
in the equall ballance, thou haft more caufe of
feare than of hope, of doubt than of affurance,
of miffing thy pretence, than of obtaining thy
purpofe. .

The Faulkon (Gwydomius) feldome pearketh with
the Merline, the Lion feldome lodgeth with the
Moufe, the Hart feldome feedeth with the Pricket,
Aguila non caplt Mufcas, and a Dame indued with
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Nobilitie vouchfafeth not to match with a man of
meane Gentilitie. Of meane Gentilitie Guwydomius?
Yea trulie, for Caffania rather thinketh thee fprong
of fome poore peafant, than of anie princelie per-
fonage.

Befides, alaffe, Fortune her felfe denieth mee anie
fuch fauour : my good will as yet hath deferued no
fuch guerdon, my defire is farre aboue my deferts,
my ambition / aboue my condition, and the poore
ftaie of wandering Gwydomius, farre vnfit for the
princelie ftate of worthie Caffania. But put cafe
fhee did will as I did, with that fhee were pricked
in the fame veine, caught in the fame fnare, trapped
with the like traine, and fired with the like fancie,
yet the Duke her Father wil neither condefcend to
her minde, nor confent to my motion, neither thinke
well of her liking nor of my loue, nay if he fhould
but once heare of fuch recklefle follie, as he hath
wrought my promotion, fo he would worke my
confufion, as hee hath beene my friend, fo he would
be my foe, and in troth Guwydomsus, not without
caufe, for art thou {fo voide of vertue, or vowed
to vice, fo nurfed vp in vanitie, & nufled vp in
villanie, as to requite his liberalitie with fuch
difloialtie, to returne the truft which he repofeth
in thee, with fuch treafon? Tufh, Loue is aboue
Lord or Lawe, friend or faith., Where Loue
leadeth, no maifter is made account off: no king
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cared for, no friend forced off, no dutie refpected,
but all things done according to the qualitie that is
predominant. Why Guwydonius, what doubts are
thefe that thou thus dreameft on? Why doft
thou caft beyond the Moone, and feare before thou
art in daunger to fall: knowing that Loue and
fortune defireth not them that are daftards, nor
careth not for them that are cowards? The Cap-
taine that retyreth from the walles before he hath
the repulfe, fhall neuer returne a conquerour, the
fouldiour that fainteth before the battaile bee
fought, fhall neuer vaunt himfelfe of viorie.
Hee that feareth euerie tempeft is not fit to bee a
trauailer. Hee that doubteth euerie waue fhall
neuer proue a perfe&t Pilot, and he that in loue
dreadeth euerie chip of mifchance, may well en-
counter, but neuer obtaine the conqueft. Sith then
Guwydonsus, harde venturing is a figne of happie
victorie, found out the march with the trumpet of
truft, begin the affault, giue the onfet. Laie-the
battering / peeces of loue, againft the bulwarke of
beautie, and no doubt thy fucceffe thall be fuch as
thou fhalt triumph with Cefar, and faie, Veni,
Vidi, Viei. And art thou fo prefumptuous fond
foole, as to promife thy felfe the conqueft? knoweft
thou not that the path of loue is perillous? And
with that he fell into fuch melancholike paffions,
fuch contrarie cogitations, fuch doubtfull thoughts,
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fuch fearefull fuppofes, that as hee which eateth of
the Goorde roote loofeth his memorie, and as the
Elephant when hee eateth of the Heliotropian leafe,
is then verie fleepie, fo Gwydomius was fo perplexed
with thefe vnacquainted paffions, that contrarie to
his cuftome he had driuen mirth into mourning,
pleafant conceites into painfull cares, laughing into
lowring, finging into forrowe, as beeing thus
befotted : to folace himfelfe, he went into a Parke
adioyning to the Dukes Pallace, where fitting vnder
the fhade of a Beech tree, leaning his head on his
hand, he laie as one in a flumber. But fortune
willing fomwhat to fauour this young nouice,
brought it fo to pafle, that Ther/andro, Valericus,
Caflania, & Melytta, with diuerfe other Gentlemen,
were for recreation fake ranging in the fame Parke,
who efpying ghoftly Gwydonius fitting as one in a
trance, Caftania pafling before the reft, pulling
him by the fleeue, draue him thus out of his
dumpe.

Why how now Gwydowius (quoth fhe) are you
dreaming or doubting, or is your minde mufing
vpon fome metaphuficall motions, that you fit thus
as a man halfe mortified? your folemne iefture
makes me remember the piGure of Pigmalion, which
oncel fawe portraied out by a fkilfull painter, who
leaning his head on his Marble miftres (that fo
vnfainedlie he loued) fate with his eyes as one in
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a flumber, hauing his face notwithftanding fo
bedewed with brinith teares, as his outward
plaintes / did fufficientlie bewraie his inward
paflions. In truth Gwydomius, 1 had taken thee
for Pigmalion, if thou haddeft had teares as thou
wert in a trance, for thou doeft not greatlie differ
from him neither in countenance nor colour: well,
if it were but a dreame Guwydomius, that thus
cumbered thy confcience, or a doubt that made
thee thus dumpifh, I will deuine the one if it be
not too darke, or decide the other if it bee not too
fecret : marie, if the cafe be cumberfome, I leaue
it to the iudgement of thefe Gentlemen.

Wydonius wakened out of his mufing flumber

with this fugered harmonie, feeing before his
eies his goricous Goddefle, the verie Saint, at
whofe fhrine he was offering vp fcalding fighs,
farre fetcht fobs, plaints, praiers, and proteftations,
was fo apalde with her prefence, that as the
Bafilifke loofeth his fenfes, with the fight of a
naked man, as the Torteife feeing the North ftarre
is benummed, as the Hermeline looking on the
ftone Echites, is greatly amazed, fo Gwydonius
feeing the incomperable beautie of his beft beloued
Caftania, was fo aftonifhed, yea, fo inchanted with
the rare perfe@ion of this heauenlie Pallas, that as
one befotted he fate fenfelefle, not beeing able to
vtter one word, vntill at length reuiued with the
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view of her cheerefull countenance, hee repaide her
with this pleafant anfwere.
M Adame (quoth he) whereas ieftinglie you faie,
that at the firft fight you had taken mee for
perplexed Pigmalion by my pittifull plaintes and
carefull countenance, but that I wanted trickeling
teares to decypher my forrowe, I aunfwere, that
woe maye verie well bee without watrie wailinges,
for when the Stone Garatides frieth without, it
freezeth within, the Germaunder leafe, when it is
moft full of moifture, looketh then / moft drie,
where the fireame is moft deepe, there it is moft
ftill, and where is the fmalleft fhew of teares,
there is the greateft figne of forrow. And alfo I
call the heauens to witnefle, that when you wakened
“mee out of my dreame by your diuine eloquence, I
tooke you either for beautic to bee PVenus, for
comelinefle to bee Pallas, or for porte and honour
to bee Tumo, o that both your prefence and curtefie
daunted my minde: your prefence in dazeling my
eyes fo fodainlie with fo folempne a fight, your
curtefie, in that your Ladyfhip without curiofitie
would vouchfafe to talke with fo meane a Gentle-
man, But Madame, fith that I perceiue your
fkill in nauigation to be greate, in that you made
fo cunning a conietture, and without anie great
aiming, fo rightlie hit the marke, to put you out of
doubt, I confefle I was both in a dreame and a

so Orphaci PR (5.
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doubt, wherein fith it pleafeth your honour to take
fo much paine, I will craue your aide to deuine the
one, and decide the other.

The Dreame.

I was walking (Madame Caffania) in my dreame

(as I fuppofed) folitarlie by the fea fide, whereas
I tooke delight to fee the Dolphins leape, (which as
the Mariners faie, is a figne of imminent tempeft)
I forthwith efpied a rocke in the Sea, wherevpon
ftood a Ladie araied with roabes of burnifht golde,
fo formed and framed, fo adorned and decked with
the giftes of Nature, as at the firft I tooke her to
be Thetis, that had fo gorieouflie clad her felfe,
to welcome home her louer and Lord Neptunus.
But viewing her countenance more narrowlie, I
perceiued her to be a mortall creature (though
vnworthie fuch diuine beautie fhoulde be fhrouded
in the fubftance of an earthlie carcafle) which fo
inflamed my affe&ion, fo fired my fancie, & fo
kindled my defire, that the torments / of Tantalus,
the torture of Ixion, the forrow of Sifiphus, were
not halfe comparable to the perplexed pafions that
pinched my hapleffe heart, when I faw all hope cut
awaye from inioying this earthly Goddefle: the
fea which compafled the rocke was fo deepe and
daungerous, the cliffes fo fteep-downe and feare-
ful, as to defcend was no lefle daunger then death
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it felfe : thus as I furged in griefe, and wandered
vp and downe in woe, I fpied a bridge a farre off,
whereby was a paffage to the rocke, which fight fo
falued my forepaflfed forrow, and fo reuiued my
daunted minde, as I was driuen into an extafie for
ioy, to fee fo good meanes to inioy my wifhed
defire. Comming to the bridge, I found it built
of glaffe fo cunningly and fo curioufly, as if Nature
her felfe hadde fought to purchafe credit by
framing fo curious a peece of workmanthip. But
yet fo flenderly, as § leaft waight was able to path
it into innumerable peeces, and vnderneath the
bridge did run fo terrible a fea, fuch bouncing
billowes, fuch tumbling waues, fuch fearefull furges,
fuch roaring ftreames, fuch hideous goulfs, as it
made the paffage feeme a thoufand times more
perillous. This terrible fight was fuch a cooling
Card to my former conceits, as hope was turned to
feare, blifle to bale, & fuppofed happinefle to
affured heauinefle. And yet my fancie was not
quenched, but rather far the more inflamed, my
defire was not diminithed, but augmented, &
my liking no lefle, but rather inlarged, fo that to
hue in loue without hope was loathfome, to fecke
redrefle was lofle of life, to want my with, was
horror : to inioy my will, was hel: to liue in care
without comfort, was calamitie: to feeke for cure,
was more then miferic: not to poffefle the pray,
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was hellith daunger: to venture for the prife was
hapleffe death. Thus crofled with cares, &
daunted with fuch diuers doubts, defperate hope
fo repulfed direfull feare, that incouraged by
ventrous defire, I had either obtained my / with,
or wanted of my will, if your Ladifhip hadde not
fo fodainly wakened mee out of my flumber.
Thus madame Cafania, you haue heard my
dreame : now the doubt is, whether it had beene
better to haue ventured vpon the brickle bridge,
and fo either defperately to haue ended cares with
death, or elfe valiantly to haue inioyed defire with
renowme, or ftill like a fearefull daftard to haue
ended my dayes in lingering loue with miferie ? 7
Caftania hearing the furmifed dreame of Guwy-
donius, both fmelled the fetch, and fmiled at the
follie of this young youth, knowing that thefe
fantafticall vifions and pre-fuppofed paffions, would
in time (if he tooke not heede) proue but too true :
to preuent therefore fuch imminent perills, fhe nipt
her young nouice on the pate with this parle.
Gwydonius (quoth fhee) I haue liftened to thy
droufie dreame, with deepe deuotion, by fo much
the more defirous attentiuely to heare it, by how
much the more I finde it ftrange and wonderfull :
yea, fo ftraunge, as if I my felfe had not wakened
thee out of thy flumbef, I would either haue
thought it a fained vifion, or a fantafticall inuen-
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tion, but fith thefe Gentlemen heere prefent, and
mine owne Eyes, are witnefles, and thine owne
tongue a teftimonie of thy talke, fuffice I beleeue
it, though I cannot diuine it: to giue a verdit
where the euidence is not vnderftoode, is vanitie :
to yeelde a reafon of an vnknowen cafe, is meere
follie: and to interpret fo ftraunge a dreame with-
out great practife, is but to fkip beyond my fkill,
and to lye faft in the mire.

Yet leaft I might feeme to promife much and
performe nothing, I will decide your doubt, if you
pleafe to take my doome for a cenfure.

It is a faying Gwydonius, not fo common as true,
that the haftie manne neuer wants woe, and that
hee which/is rafth without reafon, feldome or
neuer fleepeth without repentaunce. To venture
amiddeft the Pikes when perills cannot beeefchewed,
is not fortitude but folly, to hazarde in daungers,
when death enfueth, is not to bee worthely minded,
but wilfully mooued. Vertue alwayes confifteth
between extremities, that as too much fearefulnefle
is § figne of a quaking coward, fo too much rafh-
nefle betokeneth a defperate Ruffian. Manhoode
Guwydomius confifteth in meafure and worthinefle,
in fearing to hazard without hope. But to giue a
verdite by thine owne voyce, I perceiue thou art
guiltie of the fame crime, for when the brickle-
nefle of the Bridge portendeth, and the furging
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Seas inferred loffe of lyfe, yet defire draue thee to
aduenture fo defperate a daunger.

Better it is Gwydonius, to liue in griefe, then to
die defperately without grace: better to choofe a
lingering life in miferie, then a fpeedie death with-
out mercie, better to be tormented with haplefle
fancie, then with hellith fiends, for in life it is
poflible to reprefle calamitie, but after death neuer
to redrefle miferie. Tully, Gwydonius, in his Tufecu-
lans queftions, difcourfing of the happinefle of life
and heauinefle of death, faith, that to liue we
“obtaine it of the louing Gods, but to dye, of
the vnluckie deftinies: meaning heereby, that life
though neuer fo loathfome, is better then death,
though neuer fo welcome: whereby I conclude
Gwydonius, that to liue carefully, is better than to
die defperately.

Guwydonsus perceiuing that Caflanias parle was
nothing to the purpofe, and that fhee toucht not
that point whereof hec defired mofte to bee
abfolued, but meant to fhake him off with a
flecuelefle aunfwere, beganne to drawe her to
the Trappe with this traine.

Madame Caffania (quoth he) I confefle that
rafhnefle neuer raigneth without repentance, nor
haftie hazarding without hapleflfe harmes, that he
which aduentureth defperate dangers is a foole, &
he that paffeth ineuitable perills is worfe than an
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affe : yet from thefe fo generall rules, Madame, I
exempt thefe particular exceptions, namelic Loue
and Neceflitie, which two are tied within no bonds,
nor limitted within no lawe, for whom the diuell
driues he muft needs runne, be the paffage neuer
fo perilous: and whom Loue or Neceflitie forceth
he muft v{e]nture, be the danger neuer fo des-
perate: for as there is no enterprife fo eafie, which
to an vnwilling man feemeth not verie hard to be
atchieued, fo there is no encounter fo cumberfome
where will witheth, that feemeth not pafling eafie
to be performed: now this will is with nothing
fooner pricked forward, than either with the force
of Loue, or fting of Neceflitie. So that whofoeuer
aduentureth in a danger, though neuer fo defperate,
is not to be blamed, if inforced by fancie, or in-
couraged by affe@ion, and efpeciallie where the
perill is in poflibilitie to bee paffed without death,
and in the performance thereof, the pofleflion of
fuch a prife, as the paflionate perfon more efteemeth
than landes, lims, or life it felfe, bee it neuer fo
fweete. In which cafe (Madame) my caufe con-
fifteth. For the Ladie who was an heauenlie obie&
to my glazing eies, was fo beautified with the gifts
of nature, and fo perfe@lie pollithed with more
than naturall perfection, that with the onelie view
of fuch diuine beautie, my fenfes were fo befotted,
my wit and wil fo inueigled, my affe®ion fo in-
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flamed, and my freedome fo fettered, yea, loue
alreadie hath made fo great a breach into the
bulwarke of my breaft, that to obtaine fo gorieous
a Goddefle, I thought death no daunger, though
neuer fo direfull) nor lofle of life no torment,
though neuer fo terrible.

In /deed Gwydonius (quoth Therfandro) 1 agree
with thee in this point, that there is no carpet
Knight fo cowardly, that would not paffe moft
perillous pikes to pofleffle fo liuely a Dame as
thou doft decipher, nor no daftard fo daunted with
dread, which would not greatlic indanger himfelfe
to inioy fo louely a damfell, in ¥ fruition of whome
confifteth nothing but ioy, blifle, reft, contentation
of minde, delight, happinefle, yea, all earthlie
felicitie.

And yet Sir (quoth Guwydomius) your fifter
Caftania, condemnes mee of follie, in ventring
for fo precious a price, when as hope perfwaded
mee, that no hazarde could be haplefle, and
affured mee that Loue & Fortune fauoureth them
that are bold : that the gods themfelues fecing my
perplexed paffions, would of pittic defend mee
from thofe perillous daungers. For if Thefeus
by Diuine power, were ayded againfte the force
of the monftrous Minotaure, or if Iafom, who
conftrained with a couetous defire to obtaine the
golden Fleece, arriuing at Colchos, was preferued
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by the Gods, from the dint of the deadly Dragons,
no doubt Iupster himfelfe would either haue made
the ftaggering bridge more ftrong (confidering that
no hope of wealth, no defire of riches, no greedi-
nefle of gaine, no loue of lucre, but beautie hir
felfe was the viorie I meant to vaunt off,) or elfe
if I had fowfed in the roaring Seas, he would haue
prouided fome happie Dolphin, that Arion like, I

_ might ariue at the defired Rocke: and then my

daungers fhould haue bere tourned into delight,
my perills into pleafures, my hazarding into
happinefle: yea, I fhould haue pofieffed that
heauenly paragon, and enioyed the loue of that
louelie Penus, whofe onely fight were a fufficient
falue, againft all fore-pafled forrowes.  «

Stay there Mafter Gwydonius (quoth the Ladie
Mz [ lytta) for I fee to graunt one falfe pro-
pofition, is to open a doore to innumerable
abfurdities, and that by fuffering you to long, of
thefe fuppofed premiffes, you will inferre fome
cauilling conclufion to your former reafons : thus
I replye. That I confefle neceflitic to haue no
law, but I graunt not the fame of Loue: for if it
be lawlefle, it is lewde: if without limits, lafcivious :
if contained within no boundes, beaftlie : if obferued
with no order, odious: fo that lawelefle Loue
without reafon, is the verie Load-ftone to ruth and
ruine.

6
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Sith then Mafter Gwydonius, as your felfe affirme,
this was the pricke that pufht you into perill, how
can the effe&te be good, when the caufe was naught,
or how can you clarkely defend your defperate
motion, proceeding of fuch a fond and foolith
occafion. But it was the perfeion of her comelie
perfon, her exquifite feature, and rare beautie, that
fo kindled thy defire, and fo bewitched thy fences:
for, who is fo fearefull that beautie will not make
bolde? who fo doubtfull, that beautie will not
make defperate? yea, what fo harde that a man
will not hazard, to obtaine fo diuine a thing, as
beautie.

Oh Guwydonius, haft thou not heard § the Fith
Remora, lyftening to the found of a Trumpet is
caught of the Fifhers, that while the Porcupine
ftandeth ftaring at the glimmering of the ftarres,
he is ouertaken with dogges, that the Deare gazing
at the bow is ftriken with the bolte, that: the
Leopard looking at the Panthers painted fkinne,
is taken as a praie, and that hee which taketh too
much delight to gaze vpon beautie, is oftentimes
galled with grief and miferie. Yea, his pleafure
fhall inferre fuch profite, and his good will fuch
gaine, as if he reapt the beautifull apples of
Tantnlus, which [ are no fooner toucht, but they
tourne to afhes. '

Beautie Gwydonius, no fooner flourifheth but it
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fadeth, and it is not fullie ripe before it beginne
to rot : it no fooner bloflometh, but it withereth,
and fcarcely beeing toucht it ftaineth, like to the
Guyacum leafe, that hath the one halfe parched,
before the other halfe be perfe&t: to the Birde
Acanthus, which hatched white, yet tourneth blacke
at the firft fltorme: or lyke to the Stone Afites,
that chaungeth colour with the onelie breath of a
man.

If then Gwydomius, Beautie be {o fading, fo fickle,
fo momentarie, fo moouing, fo withering, fo waning,
fo foone pafled, and fo foone parched: is this the
Jewell, which you count more deere than life?
and the Jemme which you thinke worthie to be
purchafed with the danger of death? No doubt
Gwydoniys, if you wonne the victorie, you might
vaunt of a great Conqueft, and if your long hope
were repayed with a great happe, it fhoulde be
much lyke to his, which thinking to embrace Juno,
caught nothing but a vanithing clowde.

You doe well Madame (quoth Caffania) to put
an If, in it, becaufe hee that vaunteth of vi@orie
before hee hath wonne the fielde, may proue him-
felfe a foole : hee that bragges of gaines before the
accompts be caft, may perhappes put his winnings
in his eyes : and hee that bloweth the Mort before
the fall of the Buck, may verie well miffe of his fees :
fo hee that counts himfelfe a fpeeder before he be a



84 THE CARDE OF FANCIE.

woer, theweth himfelfe a vaine perfon or a vaunting
patch.

Might it not be I pray you mafter Guwydonius,
that paffing the bridge, fcaping the dangerous feas,
& happely arriuing at the defired Rock, yet you
might miffe of your purpofe? Yes forfooth: for.
many 2 man bendeth his bow, that neuer killeth
his game, layeth the ftrap that neuer catch/eth the
foole, pitcheth the Net that neuer getteth the Fifh,
& long time are heauie woers that never proue
happie fpeeders.

So perhaps Guwydonius, you might be croffed
with a chippe of the fame mifchaunce, and the
gorgeous Dame whome you adore for a Goddefle,
might repaie your liking with loathing, your loue
with hate, your good will with defpite, and your
fixed fancie with fmall affe@ion, either that fhe
liked you too little, or loued another too much.
All thefe doubts Gwydonius, are carefully to be
caft, and wifedome it is to feare the worft, and finde
the beft: but you Sir, like a luftie champion,
thinke a Ladie wonne at the firft looke, and the
good will of women gained at § firft glaunce,
thinking the Gods themfelues are to be accufed of
iniuftice, if they be not aiders to your enterprife,
infomuch that if in ventring ouer the perillous
paflage, you had by difafter Fortune fallen into the
dangerous Seas, you doubted not but that Jupiter
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would haue fent a Dolphin, that Arion like, you
might efcape the fearefull furges: but Guwydomius,
be not fo ventrous, leaft though you harpe verie
long, you get not the like hap. Thefe premifies
confidered, if my cenfure might ftande for a
fentence, I deeme it better to be counted a daftardly
coward, than a defperate caitife, better to forfake
your Goddefle than your God, better to liue
pinched with a few momentarie paffions, than with
defperate death to deftroy both foule and bodie:
for there is no fore fuch, which in time may not
be falued, no care fuch which cannot be cured, no
fire fo great which may not be quenched, no loue,
liking, fancie, or affection, which in time may not
either be reprefled, or redrefled.

Valericus hearing this rough replie of Cafania,
fuppofed that although fhe leuelled at Guwydonmius,
yet thee fhot at him, and fearing the forte fhould
be to much fhaken / with this fierce affault, hee
fiifliec defended the walls with this frefh alarum.,
Madame (quoth he) I fee you will fit nigh the

wals eare you bee thruft out for a wrangler,
and that you will fpeake againft your owne con-
fcience, but you will haue the conqueft: for my
owne parte Madame, howfocuer I feeme to like it,
I will not faiec I miflike it, but I am forrie you
Madame Melyrta thoulde fo blafphemoutflie imblaze
the armes of beautie, and fo reckleflic raile againft
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the facred lawes of loue : take heede for crofiing
Cupide fo crabbedlie, for though hee forgiue and
forget, Venus is a woman, and wil feecke reuenge.

Valericus (quoth fhee) take no care what daunger
Iincurre for fpeaking the truth: if I chaunce to
bee harmed, it is mine owne mifhappe, and for
Venus reuenge I care for it the lefle, becaufe I
feare it not : if I fpeake againft my felfe, you may
fee I am the fitter to bee a Judge, becaufe I am not
partiall, nor haue anie refpect of perfons.

Thefe quips Madame (quoth Gwydomins) are
nothing to the purpofe, therefore in the behalfe
of my felfe and beautie, thus I anfwere. That as
there is nothing that fo foone procureth a man to
loath, as deformitie, fo there is nothing which
fooner procureth a man to loue than beautie : for
the moft precious ftone is chofen by the moft
glifterng hiew, the pureft golde by the moft per
fe& coulour, the beft fruit by the braueft bloflomes,
and the beft conditions by the fweeteft counten-
aunce, fo that where beautie raigneth, there vertue -
remaineth, and vnder a faire face refteth a faithfull
heart. Since then beautie and bountie cannot bee
parted, what man is hee fo brutith, whome the
leaft of thefe will not make to breake or bend ?

And / whereas you condemne me of vanitie in
vaunting before the victorie, I faie, that if fortune
had fo fauoured me, that I had gained the prefence
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of my Goddefle, I would neuer haue doubted to
haue obtained my defire: for if fhee had feene
the defperate daunger which I aduentured, and the
- fearefull perills which I paffed for her fake, thee
coulde not but of concience, repaic my loue with
vnfained loialtie, and my good will ‘with treble
gaine. And in troth I thinke it vnpoffible, that
fuch heauenlie beautie thould bee eclipfed with
crueltie, and fuch perfe@ comelinefle bee blemitht
with curious coynefe.

Why Guwydonius (quoth fhee) doeft thou call it
crucltie, not to condefcend to the requeft of euerie
one that wooeth, or doeft thou tearme it coinefle,
not to yeeld to the affault of euerie flattering louer?
Then in my iudgement, it were good for cuerie
woman to be both cruel and coie, that by crueltie
the might auoide the traine of trothlefle wooers,
and by coinefle efchue the troupe of faithlefle
futors. -

And fo Madame (quoth Valericus) fhe fhoulde
- reape {mall comfort and leffe credit.

Tuth Signor Valericus (quoth Guwydomius) it
pleafeth her thus merilie to ieft, whereas I know
fhee doth account more of a curteous dame, than
of a curious damfell, and that her Ladifhippe fo
detefteth the name of crueltie, that thee would bee
loth to bee thought to haue a minde deuoide of
mercie. And in troth to leaue thefe perticular in-
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ftaunces, women in generall, or for the moft parte, -
are bountifull, courteous, fober, chaft, demure, not
imbrued with vice, but indued with vertue : fo that
by how much womens bodies are weaker than mens,
by fo much their mindes are more ftrong and
vertuous.

What Gwydonsus (quoth fhe) doe you thinke to
be a free / man in Wales, for offering a Lecke to
Saint Dause, or to bring Pan into a fooles Paradise
by praifing his Pipe.

Not fo Madame (quoth hee) but I hope in
extolling a fouldiers life to haue Saint George to
my friend, and in giuing verdit with Venus, to
gaine her good will, and to reape the reward that
Paris had for his cenfure.

Marie fir (quoth Caffania) if you haue no better
gettings, you may gaine long inough, and yet liue
by the loffe: for in obtaining one friend, you fhall
reape two foes, as Paris did, who was more
plagued by Pallas and Iumo, than pleafured by
flattering Venus.

And yet Madame (quoth he) his mifhap fhal
not make me to beware: for if Vemus woulde
graunt me but one Ladie in the world, whom
moft entirelie I loue, I wold neither refpe& Pallas,
Juno, nor Diana her felfe, were fhe neuer fo de-
{pitefull.

Yes but you would (quoth fhe) if fhe pinched
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you but with Afeons plague, to pefter your head
with as many hornes as a Hart: It woulde caufe
you coniecture your new miftres were too much
giuen to the game, or that you were come from
Cornetto by defcent.

Tuth Madame (quoth he) doe you count
Afeons hap fuch a great harme? the onelie fight
in feeing Diana naked, was a recompence for all
his infuing forrowes, & if my felfe might inioy
my wifh, and obtaine the heauenlie dame that fo
hartilie I defire, the plague of A&eon, nay, the
griping griefes the ghoftlie fpirits doe fuffer,
fhould not counteruaile the ioy I fhould conceiue
in inioying fo peerelefle a iewell.

Trulie (quoth Therfandro) thou art worthie
Guwydonius to bee a chapman, that thou bidft {o
well for thy chaffer, and in my mind fhe is not in
Alexandria, who for her beautie is o to be loued, or
at the leaft would deeme thee not worthie to be
liked. But leauing thefe amorous dif / courfes, let
vs hie vs in haft to the Court, leaft in tarrying
Orlanio mifle vs, and fo we be fhent. The
companie obeying the minde of Therfandro, pafled
as fpeedelic as might be to the pallace, where
being ariued, they departed euerie man to his
owne lodging.

Caftania had no fooner conueied her felfe clofelie
into her chamber, but her mind was moued with a
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thoufand {undrie motions, and fhe felt fuch a cruell
confli® in her haplefle heart, by the affault of
diuerfe contrarie paffions, that how ftoutlie o euer
fhe defended the wals, the found her force too
weake to refift the rage of fo recklefle a tyrant.
Now the praiers Valericus poured forth came to
effe®, now Venus meant to bee reuenged for the
crueltie fhe vfed to her valiant Captaine, Valericus,
who fo valiantlie had fought vnder the flagge of
affe@ion, & yet could by no meanes preuaile. For
Caftania hearing the fugered eloquence, which fo
fweetlie flowed from the fappie wit of Guwydonsus,
framing in her fancie the forme of his face, and
printing in her heart the perfe&ion of his perfon,
was fo intangled in the fnares of loue, as thee
could by no reafon redrefle her miferie, but will
fhe, nill fhe, fell into thefe bitter complaints,
Alafle witlefle wretch (quoth fhe) that I am,
what firie flames of fancie doe frie within mee?
What defire, what luft, what hope, what truft,
what care, what difpaire, what feare, what furie?
That to be pained with thefe perplexed paflions, to
me that neuer felt the force of them before, is
no lefle dolour than death it felfe, be it neuer fo
direfull. O Gods, where are now become thofe
loftie lookes I vied to Valericus? Where is the
difdainfull dealings, the coie countenaunces, the
curious congies, the caufelefle crueltie? Yea, the
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hard heart, which fo rigorouflie reieed the loue of
him / which fo entirelie liked mee? Could I, fond
foole that I am, valiantlie withftand the affaultes of
a worthie Gentleman, and fhall I cowardlie yeeld
to an vnknowen ftraunger? Did I loath him,
whofe parentage was little inferiour to mine, and
fhall I loue another of bafe and vile birth? Did I
difdaine to looke at the lure, and fhall I now ftoope
without ftall, come without call, yea, and to fuch
an emptie fit? O lawlefle Loue, O witlefle will,
O fancie, fraught full of phrenfie and furie. Alafle,
if I fhould bee fo carelefle as to confent to this
frantike toie, what will they faie, that praifed me
for my vertue? Will they not as faft difpraife me
for my vanitie? Will not my father fret, my
kinsfolkes crie out, my friends bee forrie, my foes,
& efpeciallie Valericus, laugh me to fcorne, and
triumph of this my mithap? Yea, will not all the
world wonder to fec me alate giuen to chatftitie,
and now fhake hands with virginitie, to yeeld my
deereft iewell & chiefeft treafure into the hands
of a ftragling ftraunger, who came to my fathers
Court without countenance or coine, wealth or
worthip, credit or calling : yea, who by his owne
report is but a perfon of fmall parentage. Seeke
then Caffania to aflwage this flame, and to quench
this fire, which as it commeth without caufe, fo it
will confume without reafon: For the greateft flow
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hath the fooneft ebbe, the foreft tempeft hath the
moft fodaine calme, the hotteft loue hath his coldeft
end, and of the deepeft defire oft times infueth the
deadlieft hate : fo that fhe which fettles her affe@ion
with fuch fpeede as fhee makes her choice without
difcretion, may caft her corne the knowes not where,
and reapes fhe wots not what, and for her haftie
choofing, may perhaps get a heauie bargaine.
Alaffe, I know this counfaile is good, but what
then? Can I denie that which the deftinies haue
decreed? Is it in my power to peruert ¥ which
the Planets haue placed? Can I refift that which
is ftirred vp by the ftarres? No, what neede/ I
then make this exclamation, fith I am not the firft
nor fhall not be the laft, whom the frantike phrenzie
of flickering fancie, hath with more wrong and
greater vantage pittiouflie opprefled. What though
Guwydomius be not wealthie, yet he is wife, though
he be not of great parentage, yet he is of comelie
perfonage : it is not his coine that hath conquered
me, but his countenaunce, not his vading riches,
but his renowmed vertues, and I farre more efteeme
a man than money : L, but the Duke my father is
not fo bafe minded, as to beftow me vpon fo meane
a Gentleman, he neuer wil confent that poore
Gwydonius fhould inioy y which he hopeth fome
peerelefle Prince fhall poffefle.  'What then? Shall
I prefer my Father’s weale before mine owne will.
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his liking before mine owne loue? no, no, I will
choofe for my felfe whatfoeuer my choice bee. Why,
but perchance Gwydonius will no more efteeme
thee than thou didft Palericus, & repaic thee
with as fmall fancie, as thou him with affe@ion?
Tufh, doubt it not Caffania, thou art the dame
which he fo deciphered in his dreame, thou art that
Venus which he faw in his vifion, thou art that
Goddeffe, whofe beautie hath {o bewitched him,
thou art that iewell to poffefle the which there is
no hap fo hard which he wold not hazard, no danger
fo defperate which he would not aduenture, no
burthen fo heauie which he would not beare, nor
no perill fo huge which he would not paffe. And
fhall not then Gwydomius be my feruant, fith I am
his Saint, fhal not I like him which loueth me, fith
he is my ioy, fhal I not inioy him? Yes, Gwydonsus
s mine, and fhalbe mine in defpite of the fates and
fortune.

Caftania hauing thus pittifully poured out her
plaints, would gladly haue giuen Guwydonius intelli-
gence (with modeftie if the might) of her good will
towards him, and God knowes how faine Gwydonius
wold haue difcouered his feruent affe@ion, if too
much feare had not aftonithed him, / & too great
bafhfulneffe ftaied her. She therefore houering
betweene feare and hope, perfeuered {o long in her
penfiue paffions and carefull cogitations, that by
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couert concealing of her inward forrow, the flame
fo furiouflie fired within her, that fthe was con-
ftrained to keepe her bed. Wherevpon Melytta
conieGturing the caufe of her care by the coulour
of her countenance, thought to fift out the occafion
of her forrow, that by this meanes the might applie
a medicine to her maladie, and finding fit oppor-
tunitie, fhe brake with her in this wife.

Madame Caffania (quoth fhe) fince I haue by
the Duke your father ben affigned to you as a
companion, I haue in fuch louing wife both com-
forted & counfailed you, as I hope you haue iuft
caufe to faie, § I haue moft carefullie tendered your
eftate, for perceiuing how willing you were to follow
my dire@ion, I counted your wealth my weale,
your pleafure my profit, your happinefle my ioy, &
your profperitie my felicitie. Which friendlie care
if it were not to be confidered, if I fhould fhew
you what great forrow I fuftaine by your heauinefle,
you would iudge my wordes to proceede either of
follie or flatterie, but if your fore be fuch as it
may be falued, if your care may be cured, if your
griefe may be redreffed, or your maladie mitigated
by my menes, comand me good Caffania, in what
I may to pleafure thee, & thou fhalt finde me fo
charilie to performe my charge, as my willing
minde fhall euidentlic bewraie my wel meaning. I
fee Caftania, of late, fuch a ftrange Metamorphofis
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in thy minde, as for pleafant conceits thou doeft
vie penfiue cogitations, thy cheerefull countenance
is changed into lowring lookes, thy merrie deuifes
into mournfull dumps, and yet I cannot conie&ure
no caufe of this fodaine alteration. If want of
riches fhould work thy wo, why, thou fwimft in
wealth, if loffe of friends, thou hatt infinite of noble
parentage, which loues thee moft entirelie. If thou
meaneft no longer to leade / a fingle life, no doubt
thy father will prouide thee of fuch a princelie
match, as fhal content thee for his perfon, and
countenaunce thee with his parentage. But if in
all thefe fuppofes I haue mift the marke, and haue
not toucht the cafe of thy calamitie, vnfolde vnto
me Caffania, what the paine is that thus doth pinch
thee, and affure thy felfe I will be fo fecret in thy
affaires, as cuer Lampana was to her Ladie Cleo-
phila.

Caftania hearing this friendlie difcourfe of Melytta,
thought for all this faire glofe, the text might bee
too intricate, and that thefe painted {peeches would -
proue but rotten pillers : fearing . therefore the
fetch, and doubting the worft, if fhe bewraie her
minde, fhe framed her this anfwere.

Madame (quoth fhe) the incomparable curtefie
 and vnfained friendfhip which fince your firft
comming I haue found in you by experience, will
neither fuffer mee to fufpe& your Ladithippe of



96 7HE CARDE OF FANCIE.

flatterie, nor my felfe willingliec to bee accufed of
ingratitude, for your diligence hath bene fogreat,
& my deferts fo {mall, that if I might but liue to
requite fome part of your good will, it were the
fecond felicitie I looke for in this life. But touching
the penfiue paffions which thus diverflie perplexed
mee, I anfwere, that as he which is wounded of the
Bores tufke, if his fore take aire, is verie hardlie
healed, as hee which ftroken with a Scorpion, if his
wound take wind can neuer be cured: fo Madame,
many inward maladies carrie this nature, that if
they be once difcouered, they are farre the more
hardlie recouered, that it is better to conceale them
with griefe, than reueale them in hope of releefe.
Not fo Caftania, your principle is not true, for
if your paffions proceeded of loue, which of all
other inward fores requireth greateft fecrecie, yet
vndoubtedlie the more it / is difcouered, the fooner
it is cured, for as the ftone of Armemia beeing
couered with Sand, burneth moft extreamlie, and
no fooner taketh aire, but it cooleth, fo the firie
flames of loue raked vp in filence, frie moft furi-
ouflie, but being by difcourfe difclofed, they foone
conuert from flame to fume and fmoke. Where-
fore good Caflania impart vnto me the matter
which doth import thee fo neere, and I {weare
vnto thee by the facred rites of Ceres, which is
fo honoured in Alexandria, that if thou doeft loue
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where thy friends doe not like, and thy with be
contrarie to their will, yet I will feeke all meanes
poflible to redreffe thy forrow.

Alafle good Madame, rather than you fhould
thinke mee fo incredulous or fufpitious, as not to
beleeue your oth, or doubt of your fecret dealing, I
will without delaie make you priuie to the caufe
of my paine, what perill fo euer I incurre by
reuealing it. So it is Melytta, that the perfection
of Gwydonius, his exquifite qualities, and excellent
vertues, haue fierclie affaulted the forte of my
fancie, as I am perforce conftrained to refigne my
libertie captiue vnto his curtefie, and to make his
perfon the prifon of my heart. This luckleffe and
vnlikelie loue madame, is the caufe of my care, and
the fum of my forrow : this frantike affeion hath
driven my drooping heart to fhew forth thefe
droufie lookes, this is it which hath made me an
enimie to my felfe, a foe to all good companie, &
to delight in nothing but forrow and folitarineffe :
yea, this is the fore, which if in time it be not
falued, will preuent by death all other miferies.

- And is this (quoth Melytta) the paine that fo
greatlie perplexeth you? . 'Is this the care which
fo cumbers your confcience? Is this the danger
which driues you into fuch deepe diftrefle? Do
you thinke fo fuperftitiouflie of Gwydonius, or fo
abiectlie of your felfe, that you deeme this matter

7
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impoffible to bee brought to paffe? no, no, doubt
not / Caffania, I my felfe dare abfolutelie promife
thee, that thy loue fhall fort to fuch happie fuccefle,
- as thou thy felf doeft feeke for. ”

And with that Melytta ftaied by a fodaine fight
fhee had of ¥ Saint that Caffania o hartely ferued,
for Gwydonius was entering in at the chamber
doore with a difh of delicates, which Orlanio hearing
his Daughter was ficke, had fent her. Melitta feeing
$ Cupid began to fauour the caufe of his clients,
in giuing them fuch fit opportunitie to difcouer
their cares, went her waie, leauing Guwydomius the
firft man to plaie his part in this tragical Comedie,
who feeing his goddefle thus furprifed with fick-
nefle, was fo galled with griefe, fo pinched with
hellith paffions, & fo tortured with extreame
torments, § his colour began to change & he
fetcht a deep figh or two, which, Caffania hear-
ing, fhe perceiued without touching his pulfes,
the caufe of thefe his fodaine paffions. In fine,
fuch melancholike motions fo amazed his minde,
that he was almoft mute in his meflage, yet at
length incouraging himfelfe, he prefented it vnto
her in this wife.

Madame (quoth he) the Duke your Father
hearing of your fodaine fickenefle, in token of his
fatherlie affeGion, amongft all his dainties, hath
fent you this difh, which hee thinkes moft meete
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for your diet, withing your Ladithip to let no
doubtfull motions diftreffe your minde, nor no
carefull thoughts cumber your confcience, for you
fhall lacke nothing if you reueale to him your
want, which either your will or wifh can defire.
And trulie Madame, to manifeft my willing duetie
(if the praiers of a poore Gentleman may be heard
of the heauenlie Gods) I wifh that before you taft
of this foode, it may turne to Nectar, whereby not
onelie your fickenefle fhould bee falued, but your
diuine. beautic and vertue according to defert,
fhould be crowned with immortalitie.

Cafiania perceiuing with what feruent aﬂ"e&lon
Guwydonsus [ vttered thefe words, began to cheere
vp her felfe, in hope that her good will fhould not
be repaied with ingratitude : taking therefore the
prefent at his hands, and liking it neuer the worfe for
his fake that brought it, fhe returned him this replie.

Gwydonius (quoth fhe) as I haue caufe moft
reuerentlie to accept of my fathers louing curtefie,
& to repaie his naturall affe&ion with moft dutifull
obedience, fo I haue caufe to thanke thee for thy
paines, and to thinke well of thee for thy wifh,
promifing in recompence of thy good will, if in
any refpe@ I may pleafure thee, to fecke and fue to
my father for preferment.

Madame, I account the performance of my
meflage no paine, but pleafure, and I thinke my
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felfe as much honored by this office, and thrice
more happie than if I fhould in Ganimedes place,
prefent the cup to Jupiter. But Madame, fith that
to ftop the ftreame, is to make the floud flow more
fiercelie, to reprefle the fire, is to make it flame
more furiouflie, and to reftraine the force of loue,
is to kindle a greater flame, leaft too long delaie
fthould breede too greate daunger, and by conceal-
ing my forrowe I thould make the fore incurable,
I thought good eyther prefently to heare the
curteous fentence of my life, or the cruell doome
of my death. So it is Madame, that too long
gazing vpon the beames of your heauenlie beautie,
and too narrowlie conftruing ouer your vertuous
conditions, I remaine fo caught in the fhare of your
bountie, and fo thraled in the threed of your vertue,
that the ftaie of my life hangeth in your hands,
either to driue me downe to hellifh miferie, or to
hoift mee vp to heauenlic felicitie. For although
I haue not heeretofore by dutifull feruice made
manifeft the loyaltie of my loue, yet fince I firft
framed in my fancie (as in a mirrour) the fhape of
your furpafling beautie, my heart hath beene croffed
with fuch cruell Camizados for your fake, as if
with the Target of / hope, I had not withftoode
the furious force of fuch raging furies, I had by
ditpaire bene dafhed againft moft dangerous rockes.
Sith then Madame, the fight of your fweete face
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hath faft fettered my fancie in the linkes of loue,
as without your meanes I can neither be redrefled
nor releafed : I humblie defire you neither to refift
the motion of my well meaning, nor to reiect the
deuotion of my good will, but to accept your
poore Guwydonsus as a faithfull feruant.

Caftania hearing diligentlie the faithfull difcourle
of diftrefled Gwydomius, perceiuing by his fighs, the
pinching forrow of his thoughts, & feeing him
fo faft fettered in follie, on a fodaine to giue her
the flip, had that fhe defired: and now her louing
lookes was turned to lowring glances, her de-
lightfull curtefie, to difdainfull coinefle, & fhe
thought to repaic the fweet meate wherewith
before fhe fed him, with moft fowre fauce : not that
fhe mifliked of his loue, for it was the onelie thing
fhe defired, but to make him the more feruent in
affection, vttering thefe or fuch like wordes to her
felfe fecretelie.

And is not (Caftania) the victorie moft accounted
of, where the conqueft is moft doubtfull? Is not
the Caftle which abideth the longeft battery,
thought the richeft bootie? Are not thofe pearles
which are {carcelie found and hardlie gotten, euer
of greateft value? what fo is gained by perill,
is thought alwaies precious, hardlie come by,
warilie kept. The maide that by long fute &
much trauel is obtained, by how much the more
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fhe was hard in the winning, by fo much the more
fhe wil be fweet in § wearing : fhe which in her
virginitie is charie of her chaftitie, in her marriage
will be as warie of her honeftie : therfore I will
qualifie the hot loue of Gwydonius with a colde
potion : & with that fhe made him this wafpith
anfwere.

Why Guwydonius, fhall the olde Prouerbe be
verified in thee, that the Prieft forgets himfelfe that
euer he was a /clarke, that too much familiaritie
breedes contempt. I fee well if Appelles that
cunning Painter, fuffer the greafie Souter to take
a view of his curious worke, hee will grow fo
malapert, as to meddle with his pi¢ure: if the
proude Centaure Ixion bee bidden to the Feaft of
the Gods, no lefle than Jumo her felfe will fuffice
him for his choice.

Set a beggar on horfe backe, they faie, and hee
will neuer alight. Extoll one of bafe ftocke to anie
degree of dignitie, and who fo proud and haughtie?
I fpeake this Guwydonius to thy reproofe : is thy
ftomacke alate waxen fo queafie, that no diet will
downe but my Fathers owne dith? Will no meaner
mate fuffice thee, vnles thou match with a Prince?
Is there no Ladie will like thee, but my loue? Is
there no courfer Dame to couet, vnleffe thou court
vnto me? Did my Father promote thee to this
thou art, from the ftate of a begger, and wilt thou
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now prefume to be my better? Haue my lookes
bene fo louing, my countenance fo curteous, my
glaunces fo full of good will, as to promife fo much
as thou doeft prefume? No: but one onelie
countenance in a feruile mind is too much incour-
agement. Doeft thou thinke Gwydomius, that I
account fo meanelie of my perfon, as to match with
a man of thy pitch? Shall I {o farre cracke my
credit, as to cumber my felfe with one of thy
calling? Shall I fo ftaine my ftate, as to ftoope
to thy lure? No. Where is thy coine to main-
taine my countenance? Where is thy wealth to
vphold my worfthip? Where is thy patrimonie
to counteruaile my perfonage? But put cafe I
accepted of thy fute, doeft thou thinke euer to
gaine my fathers good will? Doeft thou thinke
it is poflible to compafle his confent? Doeft thou
hope euer to take him in fuch a vaine, as he will
be willing to giue his verdite on thy fide? No
Guwydonius, but it he were priuie to this thy pre-
fumption, hee would repaie thy follie with/too
much furie, hee would vnplume thee of all his
feathers, that like Zfsps Crowe thou mighteft
receiue the reward of thy rathneffe. If therefore
thou loue thine owne welfare, keepe thy felfe
within thy bounds, and ftriue not farther than
thy fleeue will ftretch, leaft in climing to high,
thou catch the forer fall.

—
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Caftania hauing thus fharplie fhaken vp my
young youth Gwydonius, thought fhe had giuen
him a fufficient cooling Card : but he no whit
difmaied with this denial, like a luftie champion
entered peece meale with her in this wife.

Madame (quoth he) the poore fhoomaker was
not blamed for viewing Appelles pi&ure, but
becaufe in finding fault hee went beyond his fhoe :
the Centaure Ixiom was not reproued for his
familiaritie with Jumo as he was a gueft, but in that
his fute tended to the facking of her honeftie: fami-
haritie neuer breeds contempt in a good minde,
neither am I to be accufed of that crime, for the
moft feruile flaue in Alexandria (I call the heauens
as witneffes of my wordes) doth not with more
louing duetie reuerence and honour your perfon and
parentage, than doth your poore feruant Gwydonius.
Well Madame, though my nature and nurture be
fuch in your fight, as they bewraie my bringing vp
and birth to be fo bafe, as if I meane to drawe
my defcent (I muft as you faie) imblaze mine armes
in the beggers coate: yet thus much I anfwere
in refpe& of my parents, and without arrogancie,
thus farre I ftand on my pantuffles, that the credite
I haue in your fathers Court, is not coequall with
the calling I haue in mine owne Countrie, if I did
not count it more greater credite and honour, in
that I haue fometime inioyed a curteous counten-
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ance of your fweete felfe fince my comming. But
if I were the moft famous Prince in the world, I
fo efteeme your diuine beautie and exquifite ver-
tue, as I would thinke my felfe farre / vnworthie
to poflefle fuch heauenlie perfe@ion : which if I
could obtaine, the difpleafure of your Father could
no whit difcourage mee, his thundering threates
could no whit amaze mee, no, death itfelfe could
neuer daunt my minde, were it neuer fo defpitefull.
But who (faie you) can laie their loue where is no
defert, & where want breeds a flat deniall ?

Ah Caflania, Nature by her fecret motion hath
indued all creatures with fome perfe@ qualities,
to fupplie that want which breedes mifliking. The
Moule depriued of fight hath a wonderfull hearing :
the Hare beeing verie fearefull is moft fwift : the
fith hauing no eares, hath moft cleare eies: fo
though want of dignitie difgrace mee, though want
of coine difcountenance mee, though lacke of
wealth impaires my credit, yet Nature hath giuen
mee fuch a loyall and louing heart, as I hope
in the perfe®ion of that, thee hath fupplied the
want of all the reft: fo that Madame, though I
want coine, I doe not want conftancie, though I
haue no lands, yet I lacke not loyaltie, though I
want wealth, yet I want not will to end my life
to doe you good, or fpend my time to doe you
feruice.
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wydonius hauing thus pithelie replied, draue
Caftania into a great doubt, whether fhe
fhould prefentlie confent to his demand, or ftill
drive him off with delaies, whether fhe fhould
yeelde the forte at the firft {kirmifh, or ftand to the
doubtfull euent of battaile: at length leaft fhe
fhould digrefle from the courfe of womankinde, fhe
thought beft to denie that fhe moft of all defired,
and therefore then gaue him this anfwere.
Gwydonius (quoth fhee) in what ftate you came to
my Fathers Court I knowe, what you are by defcent
I know not, nor I care not, and if I did, it auaileth
not, / but this I faie, that it is harde taking of Fowle,
when the net is defcried, and ill catching of fifh,
when the hooke is bare: impoflible it is Gwydonius,
to inferre beleefe, when no credite will bee giuen,
and to deceiue her that fpieth the fetch: when the
ftring is broken, it is harde to hit the white, and
when a mans credite is called in queftion, perfwafions
can little preuaile. It is a religion amongft louers
to fweare and forfweare, to promife mountaines, and
performe moulhilles, to bee ripe without and rotten
within, to carrie a ruftie blade in a veluet {cabberde,
and a filuer Bell with a leaden clapper. Therefore
Guwydonius, 1 had rather miftruft too foone than
miflike too late, I hadde rather feare my choice
than rue my chaunce, I had rather ftop at the brim
than at the bottome: for the Signet being fet, it is
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too late to reclaime affe@ion. For the loue of a
woman is lyke the Oyle of Flint, which being once '
conieald will neuer bee diffolued: lyke the Diamond,
which being once rubbed with the gum of a Pine
tree, will neuer bee broken: fo if I fancie anie, fith
I meane not to fleete, it fhall bee fuch a one, as I
neede not repent mee.

And whereas you faie Gwydonius, that in defpight
of Fortune, Nature hath giuen you a louing heart,
I my felfe furely did neuer deeme afie lefle, but
thought you of the crue of thofe louers that loue
too much, hauing as many Ladies as they haue
wits, and that is not a few : who count that euerie
face muft haue a new fancie, and if they fee a
thoufand, they muft be all viewed with a figh, which
confidered Gwydonsus, I meane not to like nor to
loue neither you nor anie other.

And fhall then Madame (quoth hee) my merite

be repaide with no meede? Shall my good wil
be requited with / no gaine? fhal I hauein lieu of my
loue no liking ? will you fo fwarue from Juftice, as
not to giue euerie one according to his defert? at
the leaft recompence not defire with defpight and
heartie loue, with loathing hate, for as the Poet
faythe: Quis enim fuccenfet amanti.

Well Gwydonius,as I wil not be thy priuie friend,
fo I will not be thine open foe, and as I cannot bee
fo curteous as to requite thee for thy paines, fo I
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will not be fo cruell as to defpight thee for thy
prefumption, and whereas thou craueft gaines for
thy good will, I am content to remaine thy vnwilling
debter. '

Yet Madame (quoth he) where the debte is
confeft, there remaineth fome hope of recouerie, for
though the creditor be neuer fo vnwilling to pay,
the debt being due, hee fhall by conftraint of lawe
and his owne confeffion (maugre his face) be forced
to make reftitution.

Truth Guwydonius (quoth fhe) if he commence
his a&ion in a right cafe, and the plea he puts in,
proue not imperfect. But yet take this by § way,
it is hard for that plaintiffe to recouer his coftes,
where the defendant beeing Judge, fets downe the
fentence. ‘

Gwydonius feeling himfelfe pincht to the quick
with this pretie quip, made no further reply, but
leaft his long tarying might breed fufpition, withing
his miftres welfare, tooke his leaue verie folemnely
and forrowfully, of Caffania: who feeing him gone
and her felfe alone, began thus to mufe and medi-
tate vppon the fharpe aunfweres fthe had giuen her
beft beloued Gwydonius.

Why Caflania, what frantike follie hath made
thee thus far to forget thy felfe? Is the bird
inticed to the ftrappe by the fhew of the nettes?
is the Foxe allured to the traine by the view of the
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trappe? will the Moufe march vnder that Enfigne,
where the Cat proclaimeth her / felfe Captaine?
wil the fillie Doue lay her Egges in the Fawlchons
neaft? oris it the meanes to haue him to thy frend,
whome with bitter blowes thou doeft rebuke?
is there no other call for courtefie but crueltie?
doeft thou finde no fitter meanes to obtaine a
reafonable requeft but by a rigorous repulfe? or
is it the nature of women to defie that outwardlie
which they moft defire inwardlie, to loath that in
their mouth, which they loue in their minde, to
reie® that with their hand, which they moft
willinglie would receiue in their heart? Doft thou
thinke Caflania, to draw Gwydonius to thy defire,
by detefting him? Doeft thou thinke to allure
him to thy loue, by loathing him? Doeft thou
fuppofe to win him to thy will by thefe wafpith
aunfweres? No: and what, doeft thou know
what perill will infue of this repulfe, what daunger
will follow of this deniall? Is it like he will put it
vp patientlie? No fure, either looke to haue his
extreeme loue tourned to extreeme hate, or that
he will perfit no longer in the purfute of his
purpofe.

Oh would to God Guwydonius, thou wert againe
to begin thy demaund, and I to frame mine
aunfwere: then would I falue thy fores with fweet
firops, not with cutting corafiues: the would I.
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mittigate thy maladie with eafie medicines, not with
pinching plaifters: then would I comfort thee with
confent, not daunt thee with denials. But alas,
had I wift now comes to late, and therefore Caffania,
if thou hafte made a faulte, fecke to make amends,
& recompence this his iniurie with moft friendly
courtefie.

And with that came Melitta, who comforting
Caftania, pafled away the reft of the day in
parle.

But Gwydonius, who all this while hadde a flea
in his eare, was driuen into a quandarie with the
taunting quips of his Miftrefle, fearing that although
his accompts / were great, his gaines fhould be little,
& though he made a verie long harueft, yet he
fhould reape but a verie fmall croppe, thinking that
vnder fuch fower fpeeches, a fugred minde could
not be contained : yet at laft entring into deeper
confideration with himfelfe, he fell into thefe
tearmes. .

~ But by the fweete (quoth hee) how fhould we
know the fower : but by the blacke how fhould we
know the white: he neuer greatlie accompteth of
profperitie which hath not bene before pinched
with aduerfitie: which perchaunce Caffania meanes
to make me trie by experience, thinking to feede me
firft with bitter broaths, that hereafter daintie fare
may more delight mee: to daunt mee with the
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raging ftormes of deniall, that the calme of her
confent may more content mee : to make mee taft
the bitter pills of annoie, that heareafter I maie
enioie the greater ioye: for the chilling colde of
winter makes the {fprowting fpring time feeme farre
more pleafant, the parching heate of Summer,
makes the coole fhade more delightfull, and the
frowning lookes of Caffania, will make her fmiling
countenaunce feeme more cheerefull. Then ceafe
Guwwydonius, to purfue thy fute with endlefle paine,
either to enioy her curtefie, or taft of her crueltie,
to thy great happinefle or extreeme heauineffe.

Guwydonsus thus like a valiant champion, neuer
amazed with anie chip of misfortune, neuer feared
to giue the affault for all the firft repulfe, but onely
fought opportunitic how he might in clofe combat
once againe incoliter with Caffania, vowing either
to return with fome figne of viGory, or elfe to
put lim & life in hazard. But fortune meaning
pleafatlie to fport with this young nouice, wold
neuer minifter fuch fit occafis, § he might haue
folitarie accefle to his goddes, for Caffania of
preteded purpofe / fo warelie auoided his companie,
and with fuch difdaineful lookes fo reieGted his
dutie as Gwydonius was conftrained to feeke his
courfe by a new compafle, delyuering vnto one of
her maides, a friendlie letter, to this effe&.
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Difdasned Gwydonius to his defired Cafiania,
health.
Ho fo tafteth (Madame Caffania) of the
River Licos in India, feeleth fuch a con-
tinuall flame to frye and fret his intrayles, as it is
more torture than to bee tormented with the hellifh
furies, and this griefe can neuer be redrefled, but
with drinking § bloud of his deereft frend. And
as he that is venomed by the Phalanga, feeleth fuch
painefull paffions, as he runneth mad, and is onely
cured [by] the meanes of moft harmonious Muficke:
fo Madame, the furious heate of fancie, dooth fo
fcorch and fcale my hapleffe heart, and doth per-
plexe mee with fuch hellith pangues, as death it felfe
were thrice more defired, than thus to driue my
dayes in dolour. And I haue fo greedely fwallowed
vp the fugred poyfon'of your diuine beautie, as
through the extremitie of pinching griefe, which
fo direfullie diftreflfeth mee, I reft as one diftra&te
from his fenfes, not poffible to obtaine a cure for
this my calamitie, vnleffe with the deaw of mutuall
affe®ion you mittigate my maladie, or with the
pleafant harmonie of your Muficall confent, you
appeafe my miferie.

Sith then madam, my care proceedeth from your
beautie, let my fore be cured by your bountie, fith
the perfection of your perfon hath wrought my
bane, let the effe of your courtefie procure my
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bliffe, and reie@ him not fo / rigoroufly which
refpeteth you fo reuerently: loath him not fo
hatefully, which loueth you fo heartelie : nor repaie
not his dutifull amitie, with fuch deadlie enmitie.
The pike fatallie profecuteth the fith Mugra, as
his mortall foe, and yet feeing him fnared on the
fithers hooke, he fpeedelie fhreddeth the line in
funder, to deliuer him : the Snake moft deadlie
detefteth the field-moufe, & yet fhee heapeth vp in
her hole ftore of prouifion to preuent her enimies
penurie : and fhall then madame, your crueltie fo
farre exceede thefe fenceleffe creatures? fhall your
rigour be fo voide of reafon, as to requite your
friend with paine, when they repaie their foes
with pleafure? to driue your friends into diftrefle,
when they redeeme their foes from daunger? no,
madame, [ hope you will not counteruaile my
conftancie with fuch difcurtefie, nor fo reckleflie
regard your poore Guwydonius, whofe loue &
loyaltie is fo great, that as the ftones which are
founde in the riuer Lynceftis, the lower the winde
bloweth, & the deeper they are drencht in the
water, the more they burne and blaze : fo the
more you fecke to coole my fancie with difdaine,
the more my affe@ion is kindled with defire : the
more you loath, the more I like: the greater difpaire
you driue me into by denialls, the greater hope
(incouraged by conftancie) I haue to obtaine my
8



114 THE CARDE OF FANCIE.

requeft : in which feruent affection, I meane to
remaine without chaunge, crauing in liewe of this
my loyaltie, that you will fpeedelie fende the
meffenger of prefent confolation, to him which
pineth awaie, and is yours onelie, and euer.

Still in hope, Gwydonius.

Caﬂam'a, hauing receiued this letter from her

affured friend Guydomius, although fhe per-
ceived by § contents / that his loue was not
counterfait, but conftant: not light, but loiall :
not floting, but faithfull : and that fhe fhould not
finde him immutable in profperitie, which was fo
permanent in aduerfitie. Yet (whether it were
for coinefle in confent, or charinefle of choife I
know not) fhe once againe thought to found him
more deeper, to keepe out ftill the flagge of
defiaunce, and to fpende one Vollee of fhot in
the face of her enimie, to fee if a hot fkirmifh
would make him flie the fielde. And if like a
valiant fouldier he did manfullie march on, and
not refufe the brunt of the battaile, fhe would then
refigne the fort of her freedome into his hands, and
yeeld vp the bulwarke of her breaft, which fo long
he had battered, that triumphantlie he might fette
vp Trophees in figne of a moft viGorious conqueft.
To put therefore the matter in queftion, fhe returned
him this anfwere.
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Caftania to Gwydonsus, which hcpeth in vaine,
health.
aifter Gwydomius, your letter being more
haftelie receiued then heartelie read, I per-
ceiue by the contents, that you are ftil perplexed
with your pen-fick paflions, and that your difeafe
is incurable, for if your paines may be appeafed,
or your maladie mittigated by no medicine, but by
my means, you are like either to pay your due vnto
death, or ftill to linger in diftrefle. My cunning
is to fmal to enterprife the compofition of anie
fecrete fimples, & my calling to great to become
a Phifition to fuch a paltering patient, fo that I
neither can nor wil cure another mans harme by
mine owne mifthap. To loue him whome I cannot
like, were but to wreaft againft mine owne will, to
flatter him whome I meane not to fancie, is but a
meere tricke of extreame follie.

What the caufe is Gwydonius, that thy good

will reaps fo fmall gaine, and that fo rigorouflie I
repaie thy loue with hate, I know not, vnlefle the
conftellation of the Starres by fome fecrete influence
haue fo appointed it in the calculation of our
natiuitie. But this I am fure, that as no Serpent
can abide the fmell of a harts horne, as the Panther
efcheweth the companie of the Ownce, as the
Vulture is mortal enimie to the Eele, and as it s
impoffible to hatch vp a Swanne in an Eagles
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neaft, to temper Oile & Pitch together in one
veflel, to mixe the bloud of a Lion and 2 Woolfe,
in one bowle, and to procure amitie betweene the
Fawlcon called 73/, and the Foxe, fo hard is it
to procure me by ruthful requeft to be thy friend,
which am by inftin@ of nature thy protefted foe,
and as hard to winne me to thy wife, who fo little
likes of thy loue, that the verie remembrance of
thy perfon makes me fal into moft hatefull paffions.
Ceafe then Gwydonius, to condempne me of crueltie,
and leaue off at laft to appeale to my curtefie, for
thou fhalt alwaies bee fure to feede the one, &
neuer to finde the other. Yet leaft thou fhouldeft
accufe me of ingratitude, though I cannot inwardlie
mittigate thy miferie, yet I will outwardlie teach
thee to applie fuch plaifters (as if the experi-
ence of them proue true) fhall greatlie appeafe
thy paine. Plinie Gwydonius reporteth, that he
which drinketh of the River Auerna, cooleth and
mortifieth his affe@ions, but if the water be toucht
by anie meanes before it be drunk, the vertue
thereof is of no value. He that weareth the
feathers of the Birde Ezalon about him, fhall euer
bee fortunate in his loue, but if they be not pulde
when the Sunne is eclipfed, they are of no force:
and to conclude, there is nothing that fooner
driueth awaie amorous conceits, then to rub §

temples of thy head with § fweat of an / Affe,
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which if you canne performe it, as no doubt you
may put it in pradife, I hope you fhall be redreffed
from your intollerable griefe, and I releafed from
fuch an importunate fute.
Forced by the deftinies fill
to denie thee, Caftania.

Gwydonius hauing viewed and reuiewed ouer
this letter, feeing the rigorous refolution of his
miftres, could by no meanes be remoued, and that
a moft feuere fentence was pronounced againft
him by a moft iniurious Judge, was driuen into a
doubt whether he fhould ftill with plaints fue for
pittie, or elfe blafphemoufly exclaim againft her
brutith crueltie, whether he fhould bewraye his
parents and parentage to the Duke and her, or
ftill ftand to the doubtfull chaunce of Fortune, to
purfue his purpofe ftill with plaints : her hellith
crueltie perfwaded him, to blafpheme againft her :
the finceritie of his loue, would not let him to
bewray his birth: diuerfe daungers might infue:
to ftande to the chaunce of Fortune, was ftill to
hazard without hope: combred thus with diuers
cogitations, at laft he determined to breake vp
the batterie, and to laie too an inuincible hold, but
to returne with as much fpeede as might bee to
his Father Clerophontes Court, there by abfence to
mittigate the maladie which fo grieuouflie molefted
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him : yet he thought before his departure to giue
her a friendlie farewel, that might both confirme
his conftancie, and contempne her crueltie: which
he framed to this effet.

Gwydonius to Caftania, profperous
Jucceffe in all her affaires. |

meane not, moft mercilefle miftrefle, any longer

to fue for mercie, nor with pittifull plaints to
trouble your patience, fith to ftirre that which the
Starres hath ftaied, is to ftriue againft the ftreame,
and to force that which the fates haue framed,.is
to couet to be counted a foole, but as one whome
fortune meanes to make a myrrour of miferie, and
ouer whome Venus her felfe meanes to vaunt as of
a moft haplefle vaffal, I forrowfully fend you this
fainting farewell, as a faithfull token of my feruent
affe@ion: for feing neither my perfon can pleafe,
nor my liuing like you, nor my bafe calling con-
tent you, nor I my felfe reape anie guerdon for my
good will, to auoid remébrance of thefe paffions,
which renue my pains, and to affwage the rigour
of my raging loue, I purpofe as fpeedelie as winde
& weather wil permit me, to abandon the place
of your abode: not incenfed by furie, as one in
defpight, but inforced by the rage of fancie to
deprive my felfe of all delight, either to confume
in folitarie cares without compatffion, or by abfence



THE CARDE OF FANCIE. 119

to mittigate fome part of my martirdome : for to
hope ftil, I fec is but to heap wo vpon wretched-
nefle, & care upon calamitie. Yet madame thus
much I fay, that Dido Queene of Carthage loued
Aeneas, a banithed exile, & a ftragling ftranger.
Enphinia daughter to the king of Corinth, & heire
apparent to his crowne, who for her feature
was famous throughout all the Eaft countries,
vouchfafed to applie a foueraigne plaifter to the
furious paflions of Acharifte, her fathers bondman.
The dutchefle of Malphey chofe for her hufband
her feruant PVlrico: and Vemus, who for her
furpafling beautie, was canonized for a Goddeffe,
difdained not the loue of limping Pulcan. They
madame, refpe@ted the man, & not their money,
their wills) & not their wealth, their loue, not
their liuings: their conftancie, not their coine:
their perfon, not their parentage: and the inward
vertue, not the outward value. But you are fo
addi@ed to / the opinion of Danae, that vnlefle
Iupiter himfelf be fhrouded in your lappe, vnder
the fhape of a fhower of golde, he fhall haue
the repulfe, for all his deitie: feeing then it is not
in my poore power, cither to performe or pra&ife
it, I ceafe off to fecke for impoffibilities: promifing
in what coaft or Countrie fo euer I fhall remaine,
to haue my heart whollie dedicated to your diuine
beautie and vertue, both by dutie and feruice, and
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fo commending my health to the Gods, I bid you
farewell.

Yours while he is Gwydonius,
Jans efposer.

Caftania hauing reccived this Letter from
Guwydonius, perceiuing the conftant minde of the
yong Gentleman, that thefe his proteftations were
not vanitie, but veritie: not trifling, but troth : no
fignes of fleeting fancie, but of a firme affe&ion :
ftanding a while in a dump, at laft fhe fell into
this difcourfe.

I now (quoth fhe) both fee and tric by ex-
perience, that there is no fith fo fickle, but will
come to the baite: no Doe fo wilde, but will ftande
at the gaze: no Hauke fo haggard, but will ftoope
at the lure: no Niefle fo ramage, but will be
reclaimed to the Lunes: no fruit fo fine, but the
Caterpiller will confume it: no Adamant fo hard
but will yeelde to the File: no mettall fo ftrong,
but will bend to the ftampe: no maide fo free,
but Loue will bring her to bondage and thraldome.
And doe I call it bondage, fond foole, to bee bound
vnto beautie? is it flauerie to be fubie& vnto ver-
tue? is it thraldome to liue in league with him who
will like mee in my youth, and loue mee in my
age, in whome I fhall finde nothing but pleafure
and contentation: who will be the hauen of my
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happineffe, wherein I may reft: and the port of
my profperitie, wherein I may be fafe harboured
from the tempefts / of froward fortune, & fhroud
mee fro § bitter blafts of bale? Shall I repent mee
fith my bargaine is good, or complaine of the loffe
of libertie, fith I haue a change for farre more
worthie chaffer? Shall I grudge when the gods
are , or defer it, when the deftinies driue
it: or froune at it, fith fortune frames it? No,
Gwydonius is my Saint, and him will I ferue, he
is my ioye, and him will I inioye. He hath laide
the fiege,and he fhall facke the citie, he hath abode
the batterie, and he fhall haue the bulwarke of
my breaft: he hath fought the combat, and he
fhall be vi&or in the conqueft. For I cannot be
fo vnnaturall, to reward his loue with loathing:
fo without reafon, to defraude him of his right:
fo diuellith for his deepe defire, to giue him a
dolefull dith of difpaire. No, no, I haue fetteled
with my.felfe, that if euer I marrie, Guwydonius
fhall bee the man I will match with. And there-
fore as I haue driven him with delayes, & fed
him with follie, fo now I will fend him a fetteled
aunfwere of my good will and fauor, as I haue
giuen him cutting corafives, fo I will fend him
confe@s of comfort. As I have bene fearefull
to fhew my liking for the better tryall, fo now I
will be bolde to fhew my loue in token of a
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better truft, and with that fhe wrote him a Letter
to this effe@.

Caftania to Guwydonius, wifhing him [fuch happie
Jucce[e, as either fortune or the fates can allow him.

Plato Gwydonius, being demaded why he wold
neuer codefcend to § requefts of his moft deereft
friends wout great entrety & log fute, anfwered,
y thigs lightly granted (though neuer fo coftly) are
{mally accounted off : which faying Gewydonius, I
take as a fufficiet excufe for my folly: for my
ftraightnes in words was no ftrignes in minde, /
my bitter {peeches were written with my hand, not
wrought with my heart, my deniall was onelie for
the better triall, and thofe rigorous repulfes were
either to rip vp thy fained fancie, or feruent
affetion: for if thou hadft retired at the firft foile
I would haue thought thy fancie but a flath, readie
to bee quenched with the leaft mifling deaw of
misfortune. But fince thou haft kept thy courfe
fo rightlie by thy compafle, amidft moft dangerous
rockes, and haft ftoode to thy tackling againft all
the bluftering blafts of fortune. Affure thy felfe
in liew of this thy loue, thou haft not heeretofore
found me fo difdainfull, as hereafter thou fhalt
finde me dutifull, neither did I euer reie@ thee fo
currifhlie, as I will accept thee curteouflie, being
readie to reftore the iniurie I haue offred thee,
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with anie curtefie that thou maift either honeftlie
require, or I iuftlie affoord. But alafle Gwydonsus,
what curtefie fhall I euer be able to fhew thee, that
may counteruaile thy kindnefle? How entirely
fhal I loue thee to requite thy loialtie? What
dutie can be a due recompence to this thy good
will: yea, if by anie meanes I can quit this thy
loue, I neuer doubt to be deemed vngratefull while
Ilive. Thy worthie conftancie (Gwydonius) hath
won the caftle which many haue befieged, and thou
hat obtained that which diuerfe haue fought to
gain: yet it is not the fhape of thy beautie, but
the hope of thy loialtie, which entifeth me, not thy
faire face, but thy faithfull heart: not thy comelie
countenance, but thy modeft curtefie, not thy
wordes, but thy vertues: not thy wealth, but thy
wit: for fhe that builds her fancie vpon fuch
fading fubiecs, tieth her loue to the inconftant
wheele of fortune. And what though the Duke
my father be incenfed againft me, for making (in
his minde) fo careleffe a choice? What care I for
his friendfhip, fo I haue thy fauour: let him fret,
let my friends frowne, let liuings be loft, hap what
hap will, no mifling fhowers of mifchance, no /
boyfterous blafts of aduerfitie, no terrible tempefte
of difafter fortune, fhall make my conftant minde
in any refpe@ to moue : no torments, no trauaile,
no care, no calamitie, no penurie, no pouertie, no,
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onelie the loffe of life, fhall diminifh my loue: in
liew whereof remaine thou but conftant, and in
pledge of my protefted good will, haue heere my
heart and hande, to be thine in duft and afhes.

Thine, though the Gods fay no :
Caftania.

This Letter being moft luckelie deliuered into
the hands of Gwydomius, 1 leaue you to iudge
Gentlemen into what a quandarie this young youth
was brought, to fee fuch a fodaine chaunge, and
fo happic a chaunce, as to haue his hellith bale
requited with hecauenlie bliffe, his defpightfull
annoy, with delightfull ioye: his heauinefle with
happinefle, & doubtfull defpaire tourned to aflured
hope : to fee Fortune which of late defied him as
a foe, now to imbrace him as a friend, and to wil
that he did wifh: to fee his miftrefle crueltie
tourned to curtefie, her difdaine to defire, her bitter
pilles to fugered potions, her ftormie repulfes to
calme confent, and her contemptuous proteftations,
to moft conftant promifes. For if the carefull
captiue, who by the doome of § Judge expeéteth
eache houre to dye, reioyceth when he heareth
his pardon pronounced, no doubt Gwydonius ioye
could be no lefle, fith deniall was his death, and
confent the conferue to heale his woundes: the
greater care, the greater ioy, the more paine, the



THE CARDE OF FANCIE. 12§

greater pleafure, the more hellith miferie, the more
heauenlie felicitie. Yea, Gwydonius was driuen
into fuch an extafie for ioye, that he was in doubt,
whether this letter was preferred to him /in deede,
or prefented to him in a vifion, whether hee were
wrapt into a Traunce, or rauifhed with fome
drowfie flumber: but at laft perceiuing it to be
no fained fantafie, fuch a d:=pe defire inforced his
affe@ion, as hee thought euerie moment a month,
euerie houre a yeare, euerie day a thoufand, vntill
he might freelie inioye the prefence and fight of
his loue and Ladie Caffania. Fortune meaning to
aduance him to the toppe of her inconftant wheele,
brought it fo to pafle, that beefore the weeke was
ended, he fpied Caffania walking alone in the
garden : which fodaine fight fo reuiued his fences,
that without any dread or doubt, he manfullie
marcht on towards her, and was as haftelie and
hartelie incountred by Cafamia: who embracing
Gwydonius in her armes, welcommed him with this
falutation.

As the Whale (Gwydonius) maketh alwaies
figne of great ioye at the fight of the fithe called
Talpa Marina, as the Hinde greatlie delighteth to
fee the Leopard, as the Lion fawneth at the view
of the Unicorne, and as he which drinketh of the
Fountaine Hipenis in Scithia, feeleth his mind fo
drowned in delight, that no griefe though neuer
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fo great, is able to affuage it: fo Guwydomius I
conceiue fuch furpafling pleafure in thy prefence,
and fuch heauenlie felicitie in the fight of thy
perfection, that no miferie though neuer fo mon-
ftrous, is able to amaze mee, no dolour though
neuer fo direfull, is able to daunt mee, nor
no mifhap though neuer fo perillous, is able to
make mee finke in forrow, as long as I inioy thy
prefence, which I count a foueraine preferuatiue
againft all carefull calamities. That as he which
tafteth of the hearbe Hyacinthus is neuer combred
with care, and as he that weareth the ftone Agathes
about him, is furelie defenced againft all infuing
forrowes, fo inioying the fight of thy feemly felfe,
and feeding / mine eyes with the forme of thy
feature, I think my felfe fufficiently fhrowded
againft all the tempeftuous fhowers of finifter
fortune. And to proue thefe my promifes to be
no fained vanities but faithfull veritie, I commit
my felfe, my ftaye, and ftate, into thy hands, to
difpofe of mee at thy pleafure, withing rather to
liue with: thee in moft diftrefled penurie, than to
linger heere in moft fortunate profperitie.
Gwydonius liftening attentiuelie to this fugred
harmonie, was fo rauifhed with the fight of her
fweete face, and fo rapt into a traunce with the
contemplation of her beautie, that as the Lyon
tafting of the gumme Arabicke becommeth fenfe-
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lefle, as the Bull by broufing on the barke of
a Juniper tree falleth a fleepe, as the Camill
ftandeth aftonifhed at the fight of a Rat: fo
Gtwydonius feeing in his armes the Saint whome
in heart he did honour, and imbracing the God-
defle whome with moft deepe deuotion he did
adore, was fo amazed, that he was not able to
vtter one worde, as witnefle of his happineffe:
vntill at laft gathering his wits together, he began
thus to replie.

Caftania (quoth hee) it is an axiome in
Philofophie, that the colour ioyned hard to the
fighte, hindereth the fence, the flower putte into
. the nofe-thrill, ftoppeth the fmelling: the Wine
veffell being full, lettes pafie no Wine, though
neuer {o well vented : the water-pot becing filled
to the brimme, yeelds foorth no licour, though
hauing a thoufand holes : fo where the minde is
furcharged with ouermuch ioy, or to much pleafure,
ther § tongue is both tied, & the fences fo re-
ftrained, j the heart is neither able to conceiue
ioye, nor the tongue able to exprefle § pleafure.
Which Cafania 1 now {peake /by proofe, and
know by experience, for I am fo drowned in
delight by inioying that princely Jemme, which I
efteeme the rareft and richeft Jewell, not onelie in
Alexandria, but in all the worlde, and fo puffed
vp in pleafure by thy diuine prefence. Yea, thy
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faithfull and vnfained affe@ion, the promife of thy
conftancie, and the hope of thy loyaltie, the report
of thy chaftitie, and the renowme of thy modeftie,
the force of thy beautie, and the fame of thy
vertue. But aboue all, thy prodigall bountie, in
beftowing thefe heauenlie perfe&ions on thy poore
Guwydonius, being by. perfon and parentage moft
vnworthie to poffefle them, fo furchargeth my
fillie heart with excefliue ioye, that my tongue not
being able in part to exprefle the extreame pleafure
of my minde, I am with Philiffion the Comicall
- Poet, conftrained by filence to vnfold that affe&ion,
which in words, the filed phrafe of Demqfhenes,
were not able to decipher. But this affure thy
felfe Caftania, that if Juno would aduance mee to
bee Monarch of the world, if Pallas would preferre
mee to exceede hautie Hercules in valour, if Venus
would prefent mee with fome princelie peece of
heauenlie perfe@ion, yet would I not fo gladlie
receiue their proffers, as I doe gratefullic accept
the promife of thy loue and loyaltie. No, I
accompt the treafure of Cra/us but trafh, in refpe&®
of the guerdon of thy good will : I accompt the
fortune of Cefar but follie, refpeting the fruites
of thy fauor: I efteeme the dignities of Priamus
as dregs, in refpe& of thy diuine perfection. Yea,
Caftania, 1 am fo fnared with thy beautie, and fo
intangled in the trap of thy bountie, as I fhall
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neuer leaue to loue thee, nor euer beginne to like
anie other.

It is eafie Gwydomius (quoth Caffania) to pur-
chafe credite, where the partie is alreadie perfwaded,
and to infer beleefe, wher euery word is counted
an Oracle : there/fore omitting thefe friuolous pro-
teftations, thus much I fay touching the purpofe.
Cecillius Metellus was wont to fay,-that as it was
neceffarfile § olde men fhould be graue in coun-
faile, fo it was expedient yong men fhould be
fecret in loue, and therefore when the contra® was
made between Fuluius and his daughter, he fealed
vp their lippes with his fignet, meaning that to
violate the fecret conference of louers, was to
commit a fecond facriledge. I fpeake thus Guy-
donius, as one carefull of thy ftaye and my ftate :
for if Orlanio my father fhould but once heare of
our loue, or fufpe& our liking, it would breede thy
mifhap and my miferie : yea, no doubt hee would
fpeedelie preuent our pretence, which would bee
thy care and my calamitie. Difpofe our affaires at
thy pleafure, but difcouer not our purpofe: if thou
haft won the caftell, vaunt not of the conqueft: if
thou haft made a good market, bragge not of thy
gaines : leaft by boafting of thy bootie, thou loofe
thy praie, and be thought a pratler. And Guy-
donius aboue all men beware of Valericus, leaft
vnder the fhape of a friend, he proue in time thy

9
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mortall foe, leaft his fained amitie proue faithlefle
enmitie : that in trufting too much without triall,
thou finde not treafon: and then though thou
repent, yet had I wift commeth too late, and fo
thou wifh thou hadft neuer loued, and I neuer
liked.
Tufh Caftania (quoth Guwydomins) he that is
afraide to venter on the Bucke, becaufe he is
tapitht in the briers, fhall neuer haue hunters hap,
and he that puttes his doubt in loue for euerie
chaunce, fhall neuer haue louers lucke. Cannot the
Cat catch Mice, without fhe haue a bell hanging at
her eare? Cannot the Hobbie feaze on his praie,
but he muft check? Cannot the Spaniell retriue
the Partridge, but he muft queft?/ And cannot
we deale fo warilie but all the world muft wonder at
it? Yes, it is a fubtile Bird that breedes among the
aerin of Hawkes, and a fhifting fheepe that lambes
in the Foxes den, and he fhall looke narrowlie that
{pies mee halting. Let Orlamio not onelie weigh
our workes, but our wordes, and let Yalericus both
deeme our deedes and deuine our thoughtes, and
yet I hope wee will deale fo fecretlie in our affaires,
as neither the one fhall haue caufe to fufpe& our
familiaritie, nor the other to dete& our affecion.
And therefore Caftania, leaft (if wee bee fpied) the
time and place giue occafion of miftruft, I will leaue
you as I found you, and fo farewell.
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ell, thefe two louers placed thus by fortune

in the pallace of earthlie profperitie, floated

fo fecurelie in the fireames of bliffe, as they thought
no chippes of mifchance might change their prefent
happineffe to future heauinefle, as long as their
priuie contra& was kept fo fecret to themfelues.
But as they which cannot fee fire in the flrawe are
flone blind: fo he that cannot fee the flame of
fancie is a foole. It is harde to couer {moake, but
more harde to conceale loue, which thefe two louers
in tra& of time tried true. 'Who as clofelie as they
kept their cloake, yet it was moft eafie to efpie the
lining: for fancie fecretlie reftrained, is like the
fparke couered with athes, which at length burfteth
into a great flame. For there pafled betweene Gwy-
doxius [and Caftania] fuch amorous glaunces, fuch
louing lookes, fuch curteous congies, fuch coun-
tenances, and fuch friendlie familiaritie, fuch often
meetinges, fuch open greetinges, fuch fighes, fuch
fobbes, and fuch ftrange paflions, as not onelie
Valericus, but all the Court (though they poore foules
thought to daunce in a Net and not bee feene) /
perceiued how entirelie they loued and liked eache
" other. Which as it dyd not difpleafe many which
loued Guwydonius as their friend, fo it greatlie de-
fpighted Palericus which was his foe, to fee one
of fmall countenance preferred before one of his
calling : that Gwydomsus fhould winne the bulwarke
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which he fo long had battered: that he pitching
the field, another fhould obtaine the conqueft: that
he laying the fiege, another fhoulde vaunt of the
vi@orie: that while he beate the buth, another fhould
catch the birds: and that the meede of his merite,
fhould be giuen to one of {mall defert. Being
cumbered with thefe cholerike cogitations, and
perplexed with thefe defpightfull paffions, inflamed
with wrathfull furie, he fell into thefe tearmes.

O Gods (quoth hee) what curtefie is there to bee
found in fuch Kites of Crafus kinde? Or what
conftancie is there to be hoped for in fuch daintie
difdaining Dames? Whofe wauering willes and
ftaylefle wits, both waxe and wane with the
Moone, whofe lunatike mindes chaunge with
cuerie fodaine motion: yea, whofe lightnefle and
leawdnefle is fuch, as they delyght with the Rauen
to feede on the mofte loathfome fleth, with the fhee
Woulfe to choofe the fouleft make, with £/ops
Cocke to prefer the Barlie Cotne before a moft
precious Pearle, and with Glaucus to make a
change of his golden armour for brafen Harneffe.

Did not Euphinia forfake moft famous Princes,
and embrace a moft infamous bondflaue? Did not
Sirithia the Princefle of Deamarke reie®@ moft
princelie Potentates, and at laft accepte a poore
peafant? Yea, dydde not Pemus her felfe with
the Beetle difdaine/all daie to light on the moft
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fragrant flowers, and at night vouchfafeth to lodge
in a filthie cowfheard : I meane, did not refufe the
renowmed Gods, 8 choofe a moft deformed Smith?

Why, but Valericus, is it fancie that forceth them
in this follie? Doth louc leade them? Do the
deftinies driue them? Doth beautie allure them?
Is it their countenance that conftraineth them? No,
they are clownes: Is it their perfon or parentage
that perfwadeth them? No, they are pefants. But
like craftie Calipfos, they thinke by thefe vnequall
matches to rule the roaft after their owne diet, to be
foueraigne miftres of their owne mindes, with Vemus
to let Pulcan pofiefle the tree, and Mars inioy the
fruit, to haue their hufbands feede the fheepe, and
fome other reape the fleece: vnder the fthadowe of
his head, doe defend themfelues from fuch heate
as would otherwife greatlie fcorch their credite, to
make him followe the bent of their bowe, although
he fet the Cuckoldes end vpward. It is a fimple
cloake that cannot couer one from a fhower of
raine, and a feelie hufband that is not able to
father that another doth beget. But to fec howe
thefe gallant girles if they like not the partie, what
fhew of fhamefaftnefle they will make, howe they
will vale their face with the vifour of virginitie,
how they will cloake themfelues with the coulour
of continencie, how charie they will be of their
chaftitic : whereas if they fancie, who fo loofe of
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their lippes, and free of their flefh as they? But
Valericus, why doeft thou thus reckleflie raile and
rage againft womankinde? It is not Caffania that
thus croffeth thee with care, but Guwydonius that
* breedeth thy griefe. It is not fhe that inferreth
thy fore, but he that procureth thy ficknefle. Sheis
not the meanes of thy maladie, but hee the hinderer
of thy medicine. She is not the worker of thy woe,
but he is the fower / of thy forrow. And fhall he
be puffed vp with profperitie, and I prefled downe
with miferie? Shal he fwim in wealth, and I finke
in want? Shall he bath in bliffe, and I waile in
woe? Shall he be pampered vp with pleafure, and
I pinde awaie with penurie? No, I will either
fpoile him, or fpill my felfe, in defpite of the fates
and fortune.

While thus PValericus fought opportunitie to
reuenge his wrath vppon guiltlefle Guwydonius,
Fortune minding to bewraie her immutabilitie,
brought it fo to paffe, that whereas Orlanio was
accuftomed to paie a yeerelie tribute to the Duke
of Metelyne, which furmounted to the fum of thirtie
thoufand Duckets, either wilfullie or wittinglie he
with-held this debt, which Clerophomtes claimed
as his due, infomuch that beeing demanded by
embaffage for the paiment of this tribute, hee
flatlie anfwered, that he would not from hence
forth difburfe one denier, & he was forie that in
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paying it heeretofore he proued himfelfe fuch a
foole. Wherevpon Clerophontes being fraught with
raging furie, was fo incenfed againft Orlanis, that
taking counfaile of his nobilitie, hee determined
with as much fpeede as might bee, to wage battaile
againft him, and to obtaine that by conftraint,
which he denied him of curtefie. As thus he was
mufing with himfelfe whom he fhould appoint
Captaine generall of his armie, becaufe hee meant
not in proper perfon to abide the hazard of the
battaile, the remembrance of his fonne Guwydomius
came into his minde, which not onelie amazed him,
but fo molefted him, as he was driuen into moft
diftrefled dolour: now hee called to minde his
mercileffe crueltie in correcting his faults, and his
moodleffe rigour in rebuking his follie: now hee
bewailed his long abfence, and withed his fpeedie .
prefence: yea, he was fo diuerflie perplexed, as he
began thus dolorous/lie to difcourfe with himfelfe.

Alaffe (quoth he) now I fee the faying of Cicero
to bee true, that who fo wilfullie peruerteth the
lawes of nature, feemeth to, proclaime himfelfe an
enimie to the Gods, for that Nature neuer framed
anie thing amiffe : wherein I haue moft grieuouflie
offended: For in beaftlie rage I haue furpaffed
the brute beaftes, and in crueltie, the fencelefle
creatures: I haue beene more deuoide of pittie
than the Fowles of the aire, and more vnnaturall
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than the Fifthes of the fea. The Birde called Apis
Indica, feeing the venimous Viper readie to deuour
her yong ones in the neaft, prefenteth her feife to
death, to preferue them from deftruion. The
Eagle is fo carefull ouer her young, that if it
happe by her default one of them doe perifh, fhee
willinglie woundeth her felfe in many places with
her owne beake. The Lion fo louinglie foftereth
vp her Whelpes, that fhee neuer tafteth of the
praie vntill they bee fullie fatisfied. The Foxe is
fo carefull ouer her cubbes, that fhee willinglie-
falleth into the Hunters handes to defend her
young from harme. But I vilde wretch (as though
I had drunke of the Riuer Lincefis in Bohemia,
which prefentlie turneth whatfoeuer it toucheth
into ftones). In flead of friendlie courtefie haue
abufed mine owne fonne with frowning crueltie,
the fatherlie affeGion I haue fhewed him, hath
beene raging furie : yea, my rigorous Nature, naye
rather my vnnaturall rage hath beene fuch towardes
him, as hee liueth a bannithed exile in a ftraunge
Countrie, perhappes pigched with penurie, oppreffed
with pouertie, wandering in the wilde Defartes, in
daunger of deuouring, in perill of fpoyling, afflicted
not onelie with the maladie of the bodie, but the
miferie of the minde : fo that no doubt hee
witheth that / I had neuer bene Father to fuch a
fonne, or he neuer fonne to fuch a Father.
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Alaffe what ioy can I now inioy when I want

" my onelie ioye? What comfort can I haue to

fee my childe in calamitie? What pleafure can I
take while hee toyleth in penurie, who nowe in
mine age fhoulde bee the ftaffe whereon to ftaie,
that by his valiant courage and warlike prowefle
(wherewith from his infancie hee hath beene
indewed) might defend mee from mine enimies,
and reuenge mee of my foes. But alafle I
lament too late, the calme commeth out of time,
when the Shippe alreadie hath fuffered fhipwracke,
and thefe pittifull plaintes little preuaile, where
the Patient is alreadie pufhed into peril. No,
no, my rage hath beene too greate to heare
of his haftie returne, my peruerfe furie hath
beene fuch, as hee dare not abide my prefence:
and furelic my forrowe is too greate euer to be
falued. \

And with that Clerophontes ftart vp, minding to
reuenge thefe his cholerike cogitations by bloudie
battaile vpon the confines of Alexandria, and there-
-fore in great haft muftered all his men, made great
prouifions for the warre, and caufed his Naure to
bee rigged, for that hee meant to conueie his
armie by fea into Alexandria.

While thus there was no worde through the
whole Dukedome of Metelyne but warre, warre and
no newes but of the cruell confli® that fhoulde
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infue betweene the two Dukes. Certaine Mer-
chants of Alexandria, which then roade in the
Hauen, durft not goe a fhoare to fell their Com-
modities, but as faft as winde and weather would
ferue them, highed them out of the harbour, and
coafted fpeedelie into their owne Countrie: where
they no fooner ariued, but they made reporte
thereof to Orlansio, who driuen into a dumpe with
this noifome / newes, whether he doubted of the
puifant power of Clerophomtes, who was fuch a
worthie warriour, and in battaile {fo bolde, that no
man durft abide him, or whether he feared his
owne force was not’ able to refift the furie of his
raging enimie. He prefentlie fummoned all his
Lordes to a Parliament, where after fome conference,
it was concluded that Therfandro fhould bee fent
Embafladour to Metelyne to parle of peace with
Clerophontes: which determination was no whit
deferred, but with as much fpeede as might be,
the Barke wherein he fhould paffe was prouided,
the charge of the Embaflage was giuen him, & he
accompanied with a traine of braue Gentlemen,
departed.

But if this newes was «dolefull to Orlanio, no
doubt it was death it felfe to Gwydomius, who hear-
ing that his Father would bend his force againft
~ the place, wherein hee was, fawe all poffibilitie
taken awaie from obtayning his purpofe: for hee
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feared death if hee were knowen to Orlanio,
and hee doubted defpightfull hate at the leaft, if
he bewraide himfelfe to Caffania. Which double
dolour fo diftrefled him, as he felt himfelfe diuerflie
perplexed with dumpith paffions: his mirth was
turned to mourning, his pleafant conceites, to
painfull cogitations : his wanton toies, to wailing
thoughtes: now he abandoned all good companie,
and delighted onelie in folytarie life, the wildfome
woods were his withed walkes, and the fecret fhades
the couert he chieflie courted. In fine, he feemed
rather a Tymom of Athens than a Gentleman of
Alexandria, {o that all the Court meruailed at this
fo fodaine a chaunge, but efpeciallie Cafania, who
conieGuring his dolefull heart by his droufie
lookes, was aftonifhed at this his ftrange flate,
cafting in her minde whether fhe had giuen him
anie caufe of this care, or whether by her occafion,
he was croffed W this calamitie. But alas poore
foule, howfoeuer fhe aimed fhe mift the marke,
for | Gwydonsus felt his difeafe fo fecret, as he knew
none could but himfelf deuine the caufe of his
maladie, which no doubt was fuch, that it would
haue inferred prefent death, if he hadde not hoped
for fome happie newes by Therfandro.

Who no fooner luckely ariued at Metelyne, but
Clerophontes was certified that the Dukes fonne of
Alexandria was come to impart with his grace

)
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fome waightie matters of importaunce. Now at
this inftant when the meffage was brought him, his
Daughter Lewcippa was by, who (as the nature of
women is, defirous to fee and bee feene) thought
fhe fhould both heare the parl, and view the
perfon of this young Embaffadour, and therefore
found fith on her fingers, that fhe might ftaye fill
in the chamber of prefence: whether prefently
Therfandro was fent for : who curteoufly and curi-
oufly dooing his obeyfance to the Duke, deliuered
his Embaffage in this manner.
Whereas (right worthie fir) Orlanso, the Duke
of Alexandria, more vnwittingly then
wilfullie denied certaine tribute, which hee con-
fefleth both hee and his predeceflours haue paide
to you & your aunceftours. Hearing that here-
vpon your grace meancth rather to wage battaile,
then to loofe any part of your due, although he
feareth not your force, as one able euery way to
withftand it, nor paffeth of your puiffaunce, as a
Potentate {ufficient to refift your power. Yet, the
care hee hath of his fubie@s fafetie, & the loue he
hath to preferue the life of his commons, the regard
he hath to paye and performe that which confcience
and cuftome requireth: and laftly, meaning with.
Tully, Iniquifimam pacem suftiffimo bello anteponere.
He hath fent mee both to fue for conditions of
peace, and to paye the tribute, which if your grace
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fhall refufe, of force he muft put his hope / in the
hazard of Fortune.

Therfandro hauinge thus pithelie performed his
charge, Clerophontes tolde him that vppon a fodaine
he would not difpatch fo waightie a matter: but
meant firft both to confult and take counfaile of
his Nobles: which done, within three dayes hee
fhoulde haue an aunfwere. In the meane time hee
commaunded Lucianus the Steward of his houfe,
verie courteouflie to entreate both Ther/andro and
his traine, and to feaft them with fuch fumptuous
fare, as they might haue caufe moft highlie to
extoll his magnificence.

But leauing Clerophontes, to confult with his
learned counfailours, and Ther/andro to accompanie
with the luftie Courtiers, againe to Lewcippa, who
while this young youth was telling of his tale, neuer
markte the matter, but the man: nor regarded not
the parle, but refpeted the perfon : neuer noted
the contentes, but viewed his countenaunce: In
fuch fort, that fhe was fo fcorched with the fire of
fancie, and fo fcalded with the flame of affection, fo
bewitched with his beautie, and fo inueigled with
his bountie, as hee was the onely man that made
her checke at the praie, bate at the Lure, and
willinglie yeelde to the firft affault of fancie. And
on the other fide, Fortune fo fauoured, that Ther-
Jandro printing in his heart the perfection of
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Lewcippas perfon, felt his freedome fo fettered by
the view of her heauenlie face, and fo fnared in the
beames of her amorous glaunces, that hee wifht that
cither this difcention had neuer growen, or that hee
hadde not beene the deliuerer of the meflage : for
hee felte his heart alreadie o ouergrowen with good
will, towards this young Princefle, as no falue but
her felfe was able to mittigate his forrow, no medi-
cine but her courtefie was able to cure his /
calamitie : and hee thought to preferre his fute to
his profefled foe, was follie: to linger ftill in loue,
was death and miferie: to feeke for helpe at her
handes, neither would the prefent ftate permitte
him, nor time fuffer him to profecute his purpofe :
daunted with thefe diuerfe doubts, to auoyde the
melancholike motions that molefted his minde, hee
prefentlie went from his lodging to the Court, that
by companie he might driue away thefe dumpes:
where hee found in the great chamber diuerfe -
Ladies and gentlewomen, pafling awaye the time in
pleafaunt parle: amongft whome was that peare-
lefle Paragon, princely Lewcippa: who (after due
reuerence done to the Gentlewomen in generall)
was fingled out by Ther/andro, and courted in this
wife.
M adame (quoth hee) if any creature hath iuft
occafion to accufe either nature or the gods
of iniuftice, man onelie hath -the greateft caufe to
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make this complaint : for' there is none either fo
depriued of reafon, fo deuoide of fence, which by
fome naturall inftin& doth not fkilfully prefage of
perills before they come, & warily preuent ere
they be paft.

The Goates of Lybia, know certainlic when the
Canicular daies beeginne, wherein commonlye they
fall blinde, and therefore by eating the hearbe
Polopodium, they prouidentlie preuent their difeafe.
When the Lion leaueth his Lawnes, and raungeth
in forraine Deferts, hee alwaies forefheweth a
drought. When the Fith called Pranafcapos
finketh downe to the bottome of the Sea, hee
beewrayeth great tempeftes to bee imminent. But
man is fo farre from this fecret forefight, that not
onely he cannot deuine of thefe enfuing daungers,
but rather wilfully or willing : pufheth himfelfe into
moft manifeft perills, which Madame, I fpeake, as
| feeling my felfe diftrefled with this want. For
if I had bene indued with this facred prefcience,
perfely to prefage of enfuing perills, I had not
bene croflfed with fuch cares as I am like to incurre,
nor hadde caufe to repent this my prefent ariuall.
But fith lacke of fuch fkill hath procured my loffe,
and that when the hurt is hadde it is too late to
take heede, though reuealing of my mifhappe can-
not heale my miferie, nor repeating of my paines
redrefle my forrow: yet, I meane to participate
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my paffions to your good grace, that though you
cannot or will not mittigate my maladie, yet you
may pittie my eftate, which will fomewhat eafe
my heauinefle.

I came to your Fathers Court,Madame,a free man
of Alexandria, and am like to retourne a captiue of
Metelyne : 1 ariued deunoide of care, and am like
to departe, drenched with calamitie: I landed free
from affe@ion, but feare to paffe hence fraught
with fancie: my charge was onely to parl of
peace, but my chaunce is to difcourfe of paffions.
Yea, your beautie hath fo fettered my freedome,
and fo fnared my heart in the linkes of your loue,
that it fhall neuer bee raced out by anie finifter
meanes of Fortune, although I fee it is almoft
impoffible to obtaine it.

For I doubt our parents are lyke to proclaime
themfelues profefled foes, and the vrgent neceffitie
of my affaires, forceth mee to departe fo fpeedelie,
as want of time will not fuffice to make tryall of my
loue, whereby I might claime a fufficient guerdon
for my good wil : yet howfoeuer the matter fhall
happe, whether my hope be voide, or my happe
be vaine, I meane madame to remaine yours for
euer.

Lewfippa took fuch delight in hearing Ther/andro
difcourfe fo louingly as fhe could fcarcely keep her
countenaunce from bewraying the pleafure fhe
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conceiued in this [ parle, feeing that her loue was
requited with liking, and her fancie incountered
with the like affe®ion. Yet, leaft Ther/andro thould
thinke her to curteous if fhee fhould come at
the firft call, and verie light of loue, to like at the
firft looke, fhe framed this aunfwere.
Sir (quoth fhe) if of your fute for conditions of
peace there infue no better fuccefle than the
reuealing of your paffions fhall reape pittie at my
hands, or if the intreatie for truce be as lightlie
refpe@ed by my Father, as either your perfon or
petition is regarded by mee, you are like to carrie
home colde newes to your countrie, and to vaunt
that you bad faire, but bought little: that your
Harueft was long, but your corne not worth the
cropping : that your venter was much, but your
gaines fuch, as if your winning proue no better,
you are like to liue by the loffe. For fir, doe you
fuppofe mee fo fottifh, as to thinke euerie one that
flatters doeth fancie, or fo addicted to felfe loue
as by a few filed phrafes to be brought into a
fooles Paradice : knowing that it is the fafhion of
men by their fained fubtiltie to deceiue our faith-
full fimplicitie. No, for if you meane to counter-
faite, take this for a rule, it is ill halting before a
creple. But fir, this your fodaine liking bewraies
the lightnefle of your loue: this your fond affection,
imports the ficklenefle of your fancie : for foone
10

- -
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hot, foone colde: eafely inflamed, as quicklie
quenched : like to the Apples of Aradia, which begin
to rot, ere they be halfe ripe. And if I meant to
loue, had I none to like but my Fathers foe?
fhould I defire him whome my Father doth deteft?
And if I fhould fo farre forget mine owne flay
or my Fathers ftate, as to confent, it were im-
poflible either to appeafe his wrath, or to get the
graunt of his good will, fo / that to defire that
which I can neuer inioy, were to driue my felfe
whollie into difpaire, which would fmally profit
you, and greatlie difpleafure mee: and therefore
ceafe to {ue for that, which may well be wifht, but
neuer obtained.

Therfandro although he heard Lewcippa decide
the cafe fufficientlie, yet he was fo wilfull, that he
would not take her doome for a verdite, but
retourned her this replie.

Madame (quoth he) where in liew of hate there
infueth loue, it is alwayes the figne of the greater
affection: and that it is a thing either confirmed by
the Fates, or appointed by the Gods. Tereus the
Prince of Thrace, being fent by his Father to defie
Pandion the king of Athens, was enamoured of his
daughter Progne, whereby betweene the Parents
in fleede of fatall enmitie, there infued friendly
amitie. When as the blouddie warres betweene
Atis the king of Libia, and Lycabas the Prince of
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Affur, was moft hot, young Admetus being fent
Ambafladour into Libia, was fo ftroken in loue with
Alceft, onely Daughter to his fathers foe, and fhe
repaying his lyking with fuch loyaltie, as death
it felfe could neuer diffolve their amitie. If
Madame, thefe premifles may perfwade you to
take pittie of my paffions, or thefe examples induce
you, not to let the hatred of our parents, be a
hinderaunce of our loue, whether your father reie®
mee as a foe, or accept me as a friend, I doubt not
but the deftinies will driue the bargaine through,
in defpight of them and fortune.

Sir (quoth the) I confefle Progne poore wench
loued Tereus, but how wretchedly dyd he reward
‘her loyaltie? and Scilla was enamored of Minos
her fathers foe, but how tyrannouflie dyd he repaie
her loue with trecherie? Tar [peia betrayed the
Tower of Rome to one of the Sabynes whome fhe
moft entirely loued, but the meede of her merite,
was extreame miferie. Shall I then Ther/andro fee
the traine and yet fall into the trappe? fhall I fpie
the nettes and yet firike at the ftale? fhall I fee
the mithap, and yet wilfullie incurre the mifchaunce ?
no, I meane not for an inch of ioye, to reape an
ell of annoy, for a moment of mirth, a month of
miferie : for a dram of pleafure, a whole pound of
paine, and by procuring mine owne delight, to
purchafe my fathers death and deftruétion. But
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let this fuffice Ther/andro to fignific how I pittie
thy paflions, and thinke well of thy perfon, that if
my Fathers will might be framed to my wifh, if
he would condifcend as I would confent, thou onely
arte the man who in the way of marriage fhould
difpofe of mee at thy pleafure. But fith the
frowning ftate of Fortune denies our loue to haue
fuche happie fuccefle, hope well, and reft vppon
this point, that I wil alwaies like thee as a friend,
though not loue thee as my phere.

As Therfandro was readie to reply, and to feale
vp the bargaine of their loue vpon her fweete
lippes, Clerophontes came in, who marred all their
market, and tourned their {weete to fower, for
he gaue Ther/andro his aunfwere before Lewcippa,
which was this. That he neither ment to accept
of the conditions of peace, nor to receiue the
tribute, but to claime his due by the doubtfull
euent of battaile. That he fhortly pretended in
perfon, to vifite Orlanio, and within the walles of
Alexandria to demaund his debt, and that he
would beftow his Fathers Dukedome vpon a Lord
of his called Lucianus, in dowrie with his Daughter
Lewcippa. '

Therfandro was nothing amazed with the firft
part of / the meflage, but when he heard how
Clerophontes meant prefumptuoufly both to depraue
him of his liuing, and depriue him of his Loue, he
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was fo puffed vp with wrath and choller, as hap
what hap would, he fell into thefe tearmes.

Remember (quoth he) that Caligula the Em-

perour, prouiding a mightie armie to fubdue
great Britaine, when he was come to the Sea,
readie to poft ouer his Souldiours in his Nauie,
he left off his endlefle enterprife, and fet them to
gather Cockles. S§iphax boldly boafting that he
would beftow the kingdome of Numidia vpon his
fecond Sonne, was by Maffni/fa ouerthrowen, and
fold as captiue to the Romanmes. 1 dare not fir
inferre comparifons, becaufe they be odious, nor
apply the examples, fith time and place forbids
mee: but this I fay, that to fith before the net,
is alwaies counted folly, and to vaunt before the
viGorie, is but vanitie. Yea, and if I hadde as
good right to your Daughter Lewcippa, as I haue
to the fuppofed Dowrie which you affigne her, I
would in defpight of Lucianus and the diuell him
felfe, difpofe her at my pleafure.

Clerophontes hearing the cholericke conclufion
of Therfandro, could {carcely bridle his frantike
furie from raging without reafon againft this young
youth, yet fomewhat mittigating his moode, he
breathed out thefe cruell threatnings.

If the law of armes (quoth he) did not both
fafelie prote& thee, and furely forbid mee to hurt
thee in that thou art a meflenger, I would with
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fuch feueritié chaftice thefe thy prefumptuous
fpeeches, as thou fhouldeft learn hereafter to an-
fwere with more reuerence: yet I with thee not
to ftande too ftiffe vpon this point, leaft if thou
be / fo recklefe as to breake the bondes of reafon,
I bee fo forgetfull as to paffe the limites of the
lawe. Thou haft receiued a determinate anfwere
for the Embaflage, and there I charge thee this
prefent to depart out of my Dominions.

Therfandro fearing the tyrannie of this cruell
Clerophontes, prefentlie pafled out of the Chamber
of Prefence, taking his leaue of Ladie Lewrippa,
onelie with louing lookes, which fhee requited with
fuch glaunces of good will, that they were fufficient
fignes what infupportable forrowe fhee receiued
by his fo fodaine departure : yet knowing that her
fancie was incountered with mutuall affe@ion, fhe
droue awaie the myftie clowdes of defpaire, hoping
that the Gods feeing their faithfull amitie, would
take pittie of their paflions, & in time redrefle
their miferie.

But Therfandro hauirig with fpeede difpatcht
his affaires (all his traine being fet aboord, and
they coafting the ftraights with a luckie gale) was’
fo cumbered with care, and fo ouer-growen with
griefe, that hee pafled no houre, minute, nor
moment, without wofull wailing, forrowfull fobs,
and far fetcht fighs, fo that the Gentlemen his
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companions, fuppofing that he was thus painfullie
perplexed for feare of Clerophontes puifance, began
both to comfort and incourage him, not to doubt
or dreade the force of the enimie, fith his Father
was able to repulfe him, without anie daunger to
himfelfe, or anie great damage to his fubieéts.
But thefe their perfwafions could no whit preuaile
to aflwage his paflions, this their’ incouragement
could not cure his care. -

But as there is no greater bane to the bodie,
than trouble of the minde: fo Ther/andro fo long
continued in thefe penfiue paffions and carefull
cogitations, concealing his griefe fo couertlie, which
fo much the more furiouflie flamed within him,
that hee was conftrayned to / keepe his Cabbine
till his arriuall at Alexandria. Where being fet -
on fhore, and prefentlie conuied to the Court, hee
remained for the fpace of three dayes fo ftrangelie
perplexed, as he was not able to make reporte of
his meflage: which fo griped Orlamio with fuch
infpeakable griefe, as he withed rather to haue
died valiantlie with the force of his enimie, then to
put the death of his fonne in hazard by paffing fo
perilleus a iourney. But Therfandro feeing that
forrow would not falue his fore, but rather inereafe
his ficknefle : that mourning would not appeafe his
maladie, but rather augment his miferie: began to
take heart at graffe, and within few daies began to
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recouer his former health. And then hee declared
to his Father what he had in charge from Clero-
phontes, how he meant {peedelic to wage warre
againft him, and by force of armes to driue him
out of his Dukedome, which he had alreadie
promifed to one Luciamus in dowrie with his
daughter.

Orlanio hearing this proude prefumption of this
bragging Duke, thought the greateft barkers were
not alwayes the foreft biters, and that it was farre
more eafie with wordes to obtaine the vi&orie,
then with deedes to attaine the Conqueft. Yet,
leaft hee might bee taken at vnwares, hee made a
generall mufter thorought all his Dominions, pro-
uiding in euerie place neceffaric munition for the
defence of his Countrie. And affembling his
Nobilitie to giue their verdite, who were fitteft to
bee Captaines in this fkirmifhe : after fome conful-
tation hadde in this caufe, they concluded, that fince
Clerophontes meant to ioyne battayle in his owne
perfon, that lykewife hee fhould bec Generall of
the fielde, and Guwydonixs who furpafled all the reft
in martiall exploites, fhoulde be Licuetenant, and
condu@ the armie: which he no fooner heard
but hee was tormented with infpeakable griefe: he
beganne to pull /downe his Peacockes feathers, to
hang his wings, and crie creake: euerie man hoping
to winne fame was merrie, but he alone mourning:
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eueric man laughed, and he alone lowred : info-
much that hee was generallie fufpected to be a
fearefull coward, and that dreade of daunger draue
him into thefe dolefull dumpes. But as they
rafhlie conie®ured the caufe of his forrowe, fo they
mift the nature of his ficknefle : for Guwydomius
feeing that of this cruell confli& his calamitie
fhould infue, and that this bloudie broile woulde
breede his bane, hee fell into fuch folitarie furmifes,
and fuch mufing meditations, that Valericus his
open friend, and yet his fecrete foe, fought by
fundrie meanes to fearch out the caufe of his care,
but not beeing able to wring out anie thing, either
by flattering promifes, or fained proteftations, he
ceafed from his importunate fute. But frowarde
Fortune brought it fo to paffe, that Palericus
comming by the chamber of Gwydonius, heard him
thus defperatlie difcourfing with himfelfe.

Alaffe (quoth he) I fee the Sun being at the
higheft declineth, the Sea being at the full tide
ebbeth : calme continueth not long without a
fltorme, neither is happineffle had long without
heauinefle, bliffe without bale, weale without wo,
mirth without mourning. For who a late fo
floated in the flouds of felicitie as I, which now
by the finifter meanes of frowning Fortune am
fowfed in the feas of forrow, exalted alate to the
higheft degree of happinefle, am now driuen to the
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greateft extremitie of euill: alate puffed vp with
profperitie, and now pufhed downe with aduerfitie :
yea, alate placed in Paradife, and now plunged in
perplexitie.

Oh Guwydonius, if thy Fathers friendlie preceptes
might / haue perfwaded thee, if his aduice had
beene thy aduertifement, and thou hadft carefullie
kept his counfaile, then by his fore-warning, thou
hadft bene fore-armed againft all mifthap and
miferie. The force of fickle fancie had not then
giuen thee the foile, Loue had not fo lightlie
procured thy loffe, nor the painted fhew of beautie
had not fo foone procured thy bane. My bane?
Why fond foole, beautie hath bredde my bliffe,
fancie hath not giuen me the foile, but hath
yeelded mee the forte: Loue hath not wrought
my loffe, but requited mee with treble gaine!

Hath not Caflania requited my loue with
loyaltie, and repayed my good will with mutuall
affe@ion? Is fhee not my Saint, and I her feruant?
Are wee not contracted together by loue, and fhall
continue together by lawe? May I not difpofe of
her in the waie of Marriage at my pleafure? Yes,
but what then? The more is my griefe, and the
greater my care. For if her prefence procureth
my delight, will not her abfence breede my
defpight? If her confent preferued my life, will
not her contempt inferre my death? Yes. For
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alaffe, fince the deftinies meane to diffolue that
fancie hath decreed, fince the frowning fates fecke
to vnloofe that which loue hath linked, fince
froward fortune meanes to breake the bonds
wherein beautie hath bound vs, fince thefe bloudie
broiles will caufe Caffania, (where before fhee
accepted mee for a friend) now to reie&t mee for
a foe: What better lucke can I looke for than a
loathfome life, or what better happe can I hope for
than horrour and heauineffe? Yea, which waie fo
euer I tourne mee, I fee nothing but woe and
wretchednefle.  For if Or/anio perceiued our liking,
howe woulde hee ftorme at our loue? If he
knew my chaunce, how woulde hee fret at his
Daughters choyce? Woulde hee euer confent,
that / Caffania fhould match with fo meane a mate,
that her princelie perfonage fhould be difgraced
with my bafe parentage, that her calling fhould be
crazed with my flender countenance? no, hee would
no doubt firft banith me out of all his dominions.
Tuth Gwydonius, would God this were the wortt,
and then thou mighteft hope in time by fome
meanes to redrefle this doubt. But if Orlanio
thoulde knowe thou wert heire apparant to the
Dukedome of Metelyne, and onelie fonne to Clero-
phontes his fatall foe, what torment were there
fo terrible, which thou fhouldft not trie? What
paine fo pinching, which thou fhouldeft not paffe?
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What hap fo hard which thou fhouldeft not
hazard? Yea, what death fo direfull, which at
his cruell handes thou fhouldeft not fuffer? And
what if Caffania were priuie to thy ftate, doeft
thou thinke her fo conftant as to confent to her
fathers foe? Doeft thou thinke fhe wold with
the fonnes weale, when the father wifheth her
mithap? No, affure thy felfe if thy ftate be once
knowen, that Caffania will moft deadlie deteft thee,
which will be more grieuous to thee than death it
felfe, be it neuer fo terrible. Sith then Guwydonius,
thou mutft fhortlie either go in armes againft thine
owne father, or elfe loofe both thy loue and thy
life, let not delaie breede daunger, but ftrike on
the ftith while the yron is hot: Cafania hath
promifed to forfake both father, friends, and her
owne Countrie, to pafle where and when it pleafeth
thee: fhe doubteth no daungers, fhe forceth of no
misfortune, fhe careth for no calamitie, fhe pafleth
for no perils, fo fhe inioy thy defired companie,
and therefore as fpeedelic as may be, conuey her
clofelie into the confines of Meteline, before either
fhe know thy ftaie or thy ftate. And fhall I fo
practife her with pollicies? Shall I fo fift her
with fubtilde? Shall I put fo little truft in her
troth, and fo fmall confidence in her conftancie, as
to conceale from her anie fecret? No, come woe,
come wretchednefle, / come death, come daunger,



THE CARDE OF FANCIE. 157

hap what hap will, I will prefentlie impart vnto
her my prefent ftate, and my pretended purpofe.

Valericus hearing this doubtfull difcourfe of
Gwydonsus, was driuen into an extafie for ioy, to
fee that he had found fuch fit meanes, whereby
hee might not onelie purchafe the Dukes fauour,
afpire vnto honour and dignitie, but alfo obtaine
the loue of Caftania, for hee meant fpeedelie to
preuent the pretence of Guwydomius, by vnfolding
to the Duke the fum of his fecret purpofe, afluring
himfelfe, that after Orlanio knew his parents and
parentage, that he was fonne and heire to Clero-
phontes, no price though neuer fo precious, no
ranfome though neuer fo rich, might redeeme him
from the moft defpightfull death that could be
deuifed. And of thefe premifes he inferd this
conclufion, that if the caufe be taken awaie the
effe® faileth : that Gwydonius being reiected, he
fhould be receiued : that he being defpighted with
hate, he fhould be requited with loue, and vppon
this hope he went prefentlie to bewray this matter
to Orlanio, whom he found with his fonne Ther-
Jandro, and diuerfe other noble men confulting
what courfe they had beft take againft Clerophontes,
whom Valericus faluted in this wife.

Plato (right worthie Prince) that graue and wife
Philofopher, whofe fentences in all ages haue bene
holden as moft diuine Oracles, portrayeth out in
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his bookes of the Common wealth, the picture of
a perfe@ Citizen, whofe liniaments being firft
leuelled, he tricketh vp with thefe colours, that
hee loue his Prince loiallie, keepe the lawes
carefullie, and defend his Countrie valiantlie, in
which three pointes (faith he) confifteth the chiefeft
duetie of a truftie fubie®: This faying of Plase
throughlie confidered, and calling to minde the
fundrie good / turnes which without defert your
grace hath beftowed vppon mee, I thought if I
fhoulde not repaie your fauour with faithfulnefle,
and your truft you repofe in mee with inuiolable
troth, I might bee counted a vicious vaffall deuoide
of all vertues, a trecherous Citizen, rather then a
truftie fubie®, a careleffe flaue, than a carefull
Gentleman: yea, a gracelefle monfter, nufled
with ingratitude. - I am come (right worthie Sir)
not to betraie my foe, but to bewraie my friend, not
to difcouer the tfault of my enimie, but to diiclofe
his effence, which liueth with mee in perfec amitie,
in whofe companie hetherto hath beene all my
ioy, pleafure and delight: but fince his prefence
is greatlie preiudiciall to your graces perfon, I
thought to preferre your profite before mine owne
pleafure, and the commoditic of my Countrie
before mine owne private contentation. So it is,
that Gwydonius, whome your Grace hath honoured
and all the Court efteemed, is fonne and heire
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to Clerophontes the Duke of Metelyne, who by the
peeuifh pollicie of his Father, vnder the pretence
of feruice, is purpofed to procure your fatall death,
and the finall deftru@ion of your Dukedome.
'And the better to performe this diuelifh practife,
he hath contraited himfelfe to my Ladie Cafania,
who blinded with his beautie, and inueigled with
his wit, hath confented not onelie to keepe his
counfaile to your confufion, but alfo clofelie to
conuey her felf with him into his Countrie.
Which pretence if your Grace doth not fpeedely
preuent you fhal finde that delay breeds daunger,
and that procraftination in perils is but the mother
of mifhap.

And haue I (quoth Orlanmiv) brought vp the
Birde that will picke out mine owne eies? Haue
I foftered vp the Serpent in my bofome that will
breede my bane? - Haue I giuen her life, that =
feekes to yeelde mee death? Haue I cherifht her
beeing young, and will fhee confume / me being
older : Was there none to choofe but Guwydonius,
nor none to loue, but the fonne of her fathers foe ?
Will fhe prefer her luft before my life, her priuate
pleafure before the fafetie of my perfon? Wel,
as fhe forgets the dutie of a childe, fo I will forget
the naturall affe@ion of a father, and therefore
Valericus, goe fpeedelie with thefe noble men to
Guwydonius chamber, and apprehend him, that I
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may requite his hatefull trecherie with moft hellith
torments. And Therfandro, fee you that Caflania
be clofelie kept vntill we haue caught the traitor,
leaft the vnderftanding that their deuife is difclofed,
fhee faue her felfe by flight.

Valericus hauing this Commiffion giuen him
from the Duke, made no delaie, but paffed to
Guwydonius lodging with as much fpeede as might
be: but fortune who after euery chip of mis-
chance, fendeth fome lot of good lucke, and after
euerie ftorme of aduerfitie, fendeth a quiet calme
of profperitie, fo carefully prouided to free
Gwydonius from mifhap, that he was newlie gone
towards Caffania, to impart vnto her this his
pretence, but before he came to her chamber, he
was incountered by Ther/andro, who ftearnlie taking
Guwydonius by the bofome, pulling out his Rapier,
commanded him as a traitour to ftand, or elfe
without anie farther doome, he fhould feele the
dint of death.

Gwydonius amazed with this fodaine motion,
ftoode as one in a traunce, neither being able to
defend himfelfe with word or weapon, but yeelded
himfelf into the hands of Therfandro, who fhakt
him vp with thefe bitter fpeeches.

Thou traiterous wretch ¢quoth he) as it is im-
poffible for the flame fo clofelic to bee couered,
but it will bee fpied, fo it is impoffible, but that



THE CARDE OF FANCIE. 161

treafon, though neuer fo fecret, fhould in tra& of
time bee difclofed, which now by /experience is
verified in thee, for although thou haft hetherto
falfelie fained thyfelfe to be a ftraunger of a
forraine nation, thou art now knowen to be fonne
and heire to Clerophontes that cruell tyrant my
Fathers foe, by whofe peeuith pollicie thou hadft
not onecly brought the common wealth to con-
fufion, but didft pretend to be preiudiciall to my
fathers perfon, if thy deadly pra&ife and diuelith
purpofe had not by Palericus his meanes beene
preuented. Haft thou bene fo trained vp in
trecherie, or is thy minde fo fpotted with villanie,
as to repaic my Fathers good will with fuch
barbarous ingratitude, and to deuife his deftru&ion
which fimply forefought thy preferment? Yea, to
counfell my fifter Caffamia, not onely to confent to
thy defire, but to my fathers death? Is this the
manner of Metelyne, or the cuftome of thy countrie,
to be fuch coofoning counterfaits? Well, fince I
haue happelic attached thee as a traitrur, & as a
villanous rebell, both tranfgrefling humaine and
diuine lawes, thou fhalt abide the paine & punith-
ment due to fuch diucllith offenders. Now let
thy cruel fire Clerophomtes, free thee from thofe
torments which thou art like to fuffer for thy
trecherie, 8& let the Lords of Metelyne deliuer
thee from his hands, whe meanes in moft miferable
11
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wife to martir thee, Yea, let thy Concubine
Caftania, who is like for her gracelefle difobedi-
ence, to fippe of the fame forrow, fee, if her teares
will now preuaile to mooue Orlanio to pittie. No,
if Tupiter him felfe fent Mercurie to mittigate his
moode, neither the authoritie of the one, nor the
eloquence of the other might preuaile to pacifie
his furie.
Gwydoniu: feeing that not onely his purpofe was
preuented, and his fecrets difclofed, but that
alfo Valericus moft villanoufly had accufed him
and Caflania of that which they neuer fo much as
once imagined, was fo perplexed, and driuen into
fuch dumps, as he feemed by filence / to auerre
that which Ther/andro had alleadged : yet at laft he
began thus to reply.

Therfandro (quoth hee) as I meane not to affirme
that which is falfe, fo I will not denie that which
is true, but come dolor, come death, come miferie,
come martirdome, come torture, come torments, I
wil neither accufe my felfe iniuftly, nor excufe my
felfe by periurie. I confefle Ther/andro, that I am
fonne and heire to the Duke of Meteline, and con-
tra®ed to thy fifter Caflania, that Clerophontes is
my Father by the lawe of nature, and Caffania my
wife by the league of loue, but that I either pre-
tended or purpofed to be preiudiciall to Orlansos
perfon, or that Caflamia was counfailed or cuer
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confented to her fathers confufion, I not onely
deny, but I will proue by combat, that Valericus
moft villanoufly doth accufe vs of that whereof
we are altogether fackleffe.

Why Guwydonius, (quoth he) wilt thou feeke to
proue thy felfe loyall, when the hearers deeme
thee a lyar, or to make a tryall of thy troth, when
thy wordes can haue no truft? Doft thou think
my fathers furie wil fuffer thee to fable? Doft
thou think his wrathful rage wil abide thy reafons,
or that he will be fo patient as to heare thee pleade
thine owne caufe? No, if thou wert as cleere
from thefe crimes alleadged againft thee by
Valericus as I am, yet in that thou art fonne to
Clerophontes, the coine of Crzfus, and kingdomes
of Cefar, were not fufficient raunfome to redeeme
thee from death. But Gwydonius, fince thy health
hangeth in my handes, and thy lyfe or death is in
my power, I will neither bee fo bloudie minded as
to breede thy bane, nor fo cruell as to be the caufe
of thy confufion. The guerdon Gewydonius 1 craue
for this my good will, and the recompence I
claime for this curtefie, is, that when thou commeft
to Metelyne, [ thou certifie thy fifter and my loue
and Ladie Lewcippa, that for her fake I haue pro-
cured thy fafetie, that her perfeion hath preferued
thee from perill, the loue I beare her hath faued
thy life, the duetifull deuotion I owe vnto her,
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hath redeemed thee from death & daunger. And
in token of this my vnfained affe@ion, I will lift my
hande againft none that commeth from Metelyne,
but againft Lucianus onely. .

Before Therfandro was able fullie to vnfolde his
minde, or that Gwydsnius had time to yeeld him
thanks for the fafegarde of his lyfe, they heard
a great noyfe, which made Gwydonius flie, and
Therfandro hie him haftely to Caffamias lodging.
Now the companie which came, was Orlanso
himfelfe, who certified by Palericus that Guwydonius
could not be found, laid not onely watch and ward
throughout all his Dukedome to attach him, but
went in proper perfon with his Gard to apprehend
Caftania, and lay her in clofe prifon: whome he
found all blubbered with teares, for that fhe had
vnderftoode the caufe before of.her brother Ther-
Jandro: Orlanio no fooner fpied her thus weeping,
but he raged againft her in this wife.

Hath the force of loue, nay rather the furie of
luft (vild wretch) fo blinded thy vnderftanding,
that to accoplith it, thou paffeft not to peruert
both humane and diuine lawes? Doth lafciuious
affe@tion and flefhly fancie fo furiously frie within
thee, as thou wouldeft procure thy fathers death
to purchafe thy diuellith defire? Could no rules
of reafon, no prick of confcience, no refpe& of
honeftie, no feare of God, nor dread of man,
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prohibit thee frG pretéding fuch a monftrous
mifchief, as to conclude with my mortal foe to
worke my fatal confufion? The young Storkes
fo tender the old ones in their age, as they will
not fuffer the fo much as to flie to get their owne
liuing. The / Bird called Apis Indica, beeing
young, feeing the olde ones through age growen
fo weake, as they are not able to waue their wings,
carrie them continually from place to place on their
backs : thefe fauage creatures haue but onely fence,
and are obedient, thou haft both reafon & fenfe,
& art more vnnatural: thefe brute beaftes are
moft dutiful to their parents, and thou a reafonable
creature art moft difobedient to thy Father : yea,
contrarie both to the lawes of Nature and nurture,
thou feekeft to bath thy hands in his guiltlefle
bloud, & without care or conicience, to commit
moft cruell murther: which is hatefull to all things,
as the fencelefle plants & ftones moft deadlic deteft
fuch villanie. The Oliue tree fo hatefully ab-
horreth a Parafite, that who fo beeing guiltic of
that crime, attempteth to plant it, doth not onely
himfelfe prefently perifh, but the tree forthwith
wayneth and withereth. The ftone Epiftrites, fo
loatheth this offence, counting it a fact fo repug-
nant to Nature, that it will not vouchfafe to be
worne by a murtherer. And fhall I then let thee
live, whom the fenceleffe creatures doe fo deadly
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loath? No, this hand which cherifht thee beeing
a childe, fhall now chaftife thee being fuch a curfed
caitife. And with that he drew out his Faulcon
readie to haue flaine her. But that Therfandro
kneeling downe, defired him that he would not fo
in his furie forget himfelfe, as without the fentence
of the law put her to death, but to commit her to
warde, vntill the warres betweene him and Clero-
phontes were happely ended, and then vpon more
ftraight examination, if the were found faultie, to
affigne her a punifhment due for fuch an offence.
Orlanio, fomewhat pacified with his fonnes per-
fwafion, commaunded that prefently fhe fhould be
carried to prifon, and the ladie Melytta with her,
as an a®or in this Tragedie. And that with all
fpeede they fhuld poft the countrie for the attach-
ing of the traytor Gwydonius. Who [ after that
he parted from Therfandro, feeing before his eyes
the terrour of torménts, and the hellifh horrour of
death, was driuen forward fo with the dread of
danger, and feare of imminent perills, that knowing
perfedly the coaft of the Countrey, he paffed fo
fecretlie and fpeedelie, as he was not fo much as
once defcried by the Poftes that purfued him, but
fcaped fafely out of the Dukedome of Alexandria.
Beeing now without the dint of the Dukes daunger,
feeing that although he had efcaped himfelfe, yet
he had left his Loue and Ladie Caffania in hazarde
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of her life, he began thus to exclaime againft his
owne follie.

Ah Guwydonius (quoth he) what folly haft thou
committed by this fearefull flight, what carefull
calamitie is like to infue of this thy cowardife,
in auoiding Scilla thou art falne into Charibdis, in
preuenting one daunger, thou art like to be
plagued with a thoufand difcommodities. Had it
not bene better for thee to haue died in Alexandria
with honor, than to liue heere with fhame and
reproch, to haue fuffered mifhap with Caflania,
then to linger heere in miferie? Doeft thou thinke
that fhe will euer count of fuch a prating Parafite,
as will loue her in profperitie, and leaue her in
aduerfitie, as preferreth his owne fafetie before her
fecuritie, his life before her loue, and draweth
himfelfe out of daunger to leaue her in diftreffe?
No, fhe will contempne thee as a coward, more fit
to be a mate to fome countrie flut, than 2 match
for fuch a courtly Princeffe : fhe will think thy
greateft faith was but fained ficklenefle, thy forged
loue was but filthie luft, thy promifes was but
periuries, and that thy greateft amitie was but
moft diffembled enmitie : fo that of a profefled
friend, fthe will become thy profeffed foe : her defire
will tourne to defpite, and her loue to moft
hellith hate. /

Why alas, would my paine haue pleafed her,
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would my martirdome haue contented her minde,
had my peril procured her profit, or my care her
commoditie? Nay, rather would not my daunger
haue beene her death, my mifhap her miferie,
my torture her torments, and my fatall deftinie her
finall deftru&ion? By fauing my lyfe, in time we
may enioy our loue, but by death no-hope had
bene left for obtaining our defire : fo that I affure
my felf, Caftania wil rather allow of my policie by
preuenting perills by flight, than miflike of my
practife in procuring mine owne fafetie. And
vpon this point I reft, hoping that the Gods feeing
how vniuftly Valericus hath accufed vs, will in
tra& of time ridde vs from blame, & reward him
with thame.

Guwydonius was not more diftrefled with dolour,
than poore Caffania was combred with care, to fee
fo ftrage a chaunce, and fo fodaine a chaunge, that
fhe who of late was a royall Princefle, was now a
ruthfull prifoner, that her freedome was tourned to
fetters, her dignitie to miferie, and her happie ftaie
to a moft hellifh ftate : that after flouds of teares
which fell from her Chriftal eyes, fhe burft foorth
into thefe tearmes.

Alas (quoth fhe) what poore damofell was euer
driuen into fuch doubtfull diftrefle? What Princes
was euer perplexed with fuch doleful paffigs? what
maid was euer croffed with fuch mifhap? nay,
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what creature euer was clogged with the like
calamitie? Haue the fpightfull deftinies decreed
my deftru&ion, or § peruerfe Planets confpired my
bitter bane? Doeth froward fortune meane to
make mee a mirrour of her mutabilitie, or is this
the rewarde that Cupid beftowes vppon his Clyents?
Is euerie one that doth fancie, maimed with the /
like misfortune, or is loue alwaies accompanied
with fuch hapleffe lucke? Alas no, for their loue
is laufull, & mine lewde and lafciuious: their
fancie is fixed vpon vertue, and mine vpon vanitie,
they make their matche with confent of their
parents, and I my market without my Fathers
counfaile: fo that I am like in choofing fuch
chaffre, to chop and chaunge and liue by the loffe :
yea, to buy repentance at an vnreafonable rate.
Had it not bene better for thee Caffania, to haue
condefcended to the requefts of Valericus, than
confented to the fute of Gwydomsius: to haue liked
thine owne Countrie man, than loued a ftraggeling
ftranger : to haue fatisfied thy felfe with affuraunce,
than vainelie to fith for hope? Truth, but what
then? Can the ftrawe refift the vertue of the pure
Jet? Can the flaxe refift the force of the fire?
Can a louer withftand the brunt of beautie?
Freeze, if he ftand by the flame : peruert the lawes
of nature, or efchue that which is framed by the
fates, or flie from the force of fancie? No, for
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who fo efcapeth the deadlie dartes of Cupid, fhall
be fcorched with his fire, and fhe that with the
dew of chaftitie quencheth this flame, fhall be
ouertaken with his wings, {o that to feeke by flight
to efchue affettion is foolifhlie to enterprife that
which can neuer be atchieued. )

But alas, if I muft needes lende a liftening eare
to the allurements of loue, was there none to
like but thy Fathers foe? How fonde foole,
couldeft thou fhew him courtefie, that intendes to
repaye thee with crueltie? How couldeft thou
choofe the fonne to thy mate, when the Father
feckes thy miferie? It is not poffible to mixe the
bloud of a Bull and a Beare, together in one
veflell. The Lions whelpes will neuer companie
with the yong Wolues: the Fawlchons called
Pelagre, will neuer flye with the yong Lauarets,
and if the Egges of a Crowe and a Curlewe bee put
in one neft, they both / forthwith burft in funder,
becaufe there is fuch ancient enmitie betweene the
olde ones. And wilt thou then bee fo wilfull to
loue him whome thy Father doth loath, or fo
peruerfe as to place thy felfe in that parentage,
where there is fuch mortall hatred betweene the
Parents? Wilt thou fo farre forget the dutie of a
childe, as more to refpe& thy fatall enimie than
regarde thy naturall Father? But why vilde
wretch doe I thus fondlie fable, though Clero-
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phontes be my Fathers foe, yet Gwydonius is my
~ faithfull frend: though the one feeke to procure
my paine, the other feekes to purchafe my
pleafure : though the olde fire ftriues to fubuert
my Fathers ftate, yet the fonne neuer fought to be
preiudiciall to his perfon : although that periured
Parafite Valericus hath moft vniuftlie accufed him
of trecherie. Shall I then hate him who hath
alwaies honored me? Shall I worke his wo that
witheth my weale? Shal I be his bane, who
hath bred my bliffe? Shal I deteft him which
ferueth me with moft deepe deuotion? No, I
heere heartelie powre out moft pittifull plaintes
to the gods to preferue my Gwydenius from perill,
and that Fortune may fo fauour him as he may
pafle out of Alexandria without death or danger.
What though I heere in prifon pine in paine?
What though I finke in forrow? What though I
be diftrefled with griefe and opprefled with miferie?
What though I be croffed with care, and cumbered
with calamitie? Tufh, let my Father fret and
fume in his furie, let my brother rage and raile,
let that traitor Valericus triumph, and all the
Countrie moft bitterlie curfe me, yea, let them
martyr mee moft miferablie, let them torment me
moft terriblie, yet direfull death fhall not feare me,
as long as I know Gwydonius is deuoide of danger.
For I hope though Fortune frowne, though the
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deftinies denie it, though the fates forfweare it,
yea, though the Gods themfelues faie no, yet in
time wee fhall haue fuch / happie fuccefle, as the
loyaltie of our loue, and the cleerenefle of our
confcience by the lawe of iuftice doe deferue. And
therefore Gwydonius fhall bee the Planet whereby
to dire& my doings, he fhall be the ftarre fhall
guide my compafle, he fhall be the hauen to
harbour in, and the Saint at whofe fhrine I meane
to offer my deuotion.

Caftania hauing thus difcourfed with her felfe,
fhee determined when the warres were ended, if
fhee coulde haue no hope to inioy the loue of
Gwydonius, to confefle her faults, and to fue for
mercie at the barre of her Fathers curtefie : not
that the meant to liue without Gwydonius, or to
loue or like anie other, but to prolong her daies in
dolour, that fhe might moft rigorouflic reuenge
the villanie of Valericus, and by bathing in his
bloude, fhe might both fatisfie her felfe and fignifie
to Gwydonius how entirelie fhee loued and liked
him, But leauing her. perplexed with thefe
paflions, againe to Clerophontes.

Who frying ftill in his frantike furie, was not
anie whit perfwaded to conclude peace with
Orlanio, but hauing muftered his men, as fpeedelie
as might be, imbarkt them, and with a luckie
gale ariued at the coaft of Alexandria, where the
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borderers not able to abide his force, were con-
ftrained to faue themfelues by flight. But hee as
a man hauing exiled from his heart both pietie and
pittie, bathed his handes in guiltleffe bloud, firing
euerie fort, battering downe euerie bulwarke,
facking each Cittie, racing downe the walles to the
ground, and commanding his fouldiours vpon
paine of moft grieuous punifhment, not to haue
anie refpe& of perfons, neither to regard the hoarie
haires of the aged Citizens, nor the tender yeeres
of the fucking Infants, but to imbrue their blades
with the bloud of all men, of what degree fo
euer. / .

Orlanio hearing how Clerophontes had inuaded
his dominions, and with what barbarous crueltie
hee hadde murthered his fubie&s, hauing alfo intel-
ligence by his Scowtes, that his armie was pafling
huge, the better to refift the furious force of his
enimie, hired out of other Countries a great
multitude of Mercenarie fouldiours, fo that he
gathered a meruailous great hoaft, wherein was
an infinit number indued- with great fkill and long
experience.

Furnifhed thus fufficientlie both with men and
munition, like a wife and warie Captaine, feeing
that he no waie elfe might refift the puifant power
of {fo mightie a Prince, determined without further
delaie to meete him and giue- him prefent battaile,
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hauing meruailous affiance in the approued man-
hoode and vertue of his fouldiours.

Clerophontes likewife being of fuch a valiant and
inuincible courage, as he feemed from his infancie
to be vowed to Mars and martiall affaires, manfullie
marched forward to meete with his enimies, which
he performed fo fpeedelie, that within few daies,
both the armies were within view : which Clero-
phontes feeing, hee began to incourage his fouldiours
on this fort.

Although moft truftie fubie®s (quoth he) I
neyther doubt of your prowefle, nor haue caufe to
feare your manhood, as hauing mine armie fraught
with § moft couragious Captaines, and boldeft
blouds of Metelyne, yet 1 with you to confider
how defperatlie wee haue aduentured vppon the
conqueft of this Dukedome : which if we atchicue,
we fhall not onelie gaine perpetuall fame and
renowne, but reape fuch riches and treafure, as
fhall fufficientlie counteruaile our trauaile. But to
obtaine this viGorie wee muft behaue our felues
valiantlie, neither dreading anie daunger, though
neuer fo defperate, nor / doubting anie perill though
neuer fo fearefull. Before our face -we haue
enimies, behinde our backes the furging feas fo
that fight we muft, but flie we cannot: in being
couragious we winne the field and returne con-
querours: in prouing cowards, we both loofe our
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liues and the conqueft: if we foile our foes, we
returne with triumph, if we faint and flie, we haue
no hope of fafetie, but death and defperation is
imminent. Be then hardie to hazard, and valiant
to venture amiddeft the preafe of your enimies,
that daunted with your valour, they may bee forced
to flie, and wee both triumph and inioye the
treafure,

Clerophontes hauing thus louinglie incouraged
his fouldiours, Or/anic on the other fide feeing his
men began to fearc the force of the enimie, and
were amazed with fuch a monftrous multitude,
prickt them forward with this parle.

That mightie Monarch Alexander the great, who
for his martiall exploits was a mirrour to all his
pofteritie, whofe prowefle was fuch, as he danted
Darius, & by his inuincible courage made a
conqueft of the whole world : hearing on a time
one of his captaines to demand what multitude
was in their enimies campe, anfwered, that it was
not the point of a good fouldior, to inquire how
many the enimies - were, but where they were:
meaning that to feare the multitude is rather
the figne .of cowardife, than a token of courage.
Which faying I with you carefully to confider, that
the huge armie of Clerophontes neither amaze your
minds, nor abate your valor, fith that the equitie of
our caufe doth more than counteruaile his com-
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panie. He inuadeth our realme without reafon,
& we defend but our owne right: he cruelly
fecketh to depriue vs of freedome, & we lawfully
doe maintain our own liberty. He / tyrannouflie
firiueth to make vs bondflaues, and we fight to free
our felues from captiuitie. If hee preuaile let vs
looke for no pittie, but that we fhall be murthered
without mercie: wee fhall fee before our face our
wiues rauifhed, our daughters deflowred, our
parents put to death, our children flaine, our goods
fpoiled, our Citie facked, and our felues brought to
vtter ruth and ruine. Sith then we are placed
betweene two extremities, either to poflfefle our
owne with plentie, or to pafle our liues in penurie:
let vs valiantlie venter whatfoeuer we gaine, let vs
fight without feare: for better it is to die with
honor, than to liue with fhame.

By that time Orlanio had ended his Oration,
the armies met in a Plaine, within thirty leagues
of Alexandria. "Where both of them ordering (as
became good Captaines) their people, there began
in the breake of the daie the moft cruell and
terrible battaile that earft was heard of, confidering
the number on both parties, their experience and
pollicie, with the valiaunt prowefle and courage of
the Captaines. Thus continued they in fight euen
almoft vntill euen, with meruailous flaughter on
both fides, the viorie yet doubtfull, till in the
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end the Alexandrians began to faint and flie, more
opprefled with the excefle of the multitude, than
diftrefled for want of manhoode : for there were
two and fortie-thoufand flaine, but not one taken
prifoner : and of Clerophontes companie eight and
twenty thoufand flaine, and fixe hundered mortallie
wounded. This monftrous maflacre, and fearefull
flaughter, fo amazed the mindes of thefe two .
Captaines, that for the better burying of the dead,
and healing of them which were hurt, they con-
cluded a truce betweene them for fifteene dayes,
in which time Orlanio fent Ambafladors to parle
of peace with Clerophontes, but in vaine : for hee
was refolued either / valiantlie to die in the field
with glorie, or to inioye the Dukedome of Alex-
andria with renowme. Yet as a worthie Prince,
preferring the fecuritie of his fouldiours before
the fafetic of his owne perfon, he offered them
the combat, which Orlanso, to auoid the effufion
of blood, moft willinglie accepted. Now it was
agreed & concluded betweene them, that two
champions might be chofen, who by the dint of
the fword fhuld ftint the ftrife betweene thefe two
armies. If he of Metelyne remained vi&or, then
Orlanso fhould not onelie paie his former tribute,
but deliuer vp his Dukedome into the hands of
Clerophontes. But if the Alexandrians obtained

he conqueft, the Duke of Meteline fhould peaceably
12
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depart the Countrie, releafe the tribute, and alfo
refigne his ftate, and become a fubie& to Orlanso.
And for the better keeping and confirming of
thefe conditions, they prefently defpatcht Em-
baffadours to Fermandus the king of Bokemia, to
intreate his maieftie that he would vouchfafe to
become iudge in the combat, who for that he
withed wel to both thefe Dukes, graunted to their
requefte, and with as much fpeede as might bee,
came to Alexandria. But in the meane time there
was fome difference about the champions, for
Clerophontes fayd, that fith in loofing the field
confifted the lofle of liuing, life, and libertie, and
in getting the viGorie the gaine of a Dukedome,
he woulde in proper perfon fight the combat, and
trie the chance of Fortune: and therefore made
a challenge to Orlanio. But hee finding himfelfe
farre vnfit to refift his furious force, refufed it.
Yet promifing, that none vnlefle he were defcended
of Nobilitie, fhould enter the lifts: - wherewith
Clerophontes was verie well contented. Nowe
while this truce continued, which was prolonged
for thirtie daies, it was lawfull for them of
Alexandria to come and view the campe of
Metelyne, and for the Metelynes to goe and fee
the Citie. Wherevpon Clerophontes defirous to fee
Orlanio [ and his Court, went onelie accompanied
with his gard to Alexandria : where hee was moft
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roiallie entertained, and fumptuouflic feafted by
Orlanio, both of them remitting the rigour of their
mallice, till it fhoulde bee thewed in effe& by reafon
of their manhood. But as foone as Ther/andro & the
other Lordes faw Clerophontes, that he was rather a
monfter than & man, hauing each lim fo ftronglie
couched, ech part fo proportioned, fo huge of
ftature, & fo fierce of countenance, they were fo
danted with the fight of his perfon, as they almoft
feared to come in his prefence, faying: that three
of the boldeft blouds in .4lexandria were not able
to abide the force of Clerophontes. Who now
peaceablie departing to his hoaft, left Orlamsio as
greatlie perplexed : for affebling his nobilitie to-
gether, amongft whom he appointed the champion
thould be chofen. They not onelie with one
confent withftood his command, but began to
murmure and mutine againft him, condemning him
of follie that he would fo vnaduifedlie commit his
own ftate & their ftaic to the doubtful hazard of
one mans hap. Orlanio feeing § it was now no
time to chaftife this their prefumption, vniefle he
meant to raife ciuill diffention in the citie, which
were the next waie to confirme the enimie, & breed
his owne confufion, he diffebled his cholar, &
began to work a new waie. For firft he freed
Caftania out of prifon, then made general pro-
clamation throughout the Dukedome, that what
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Lord fo euer within his land would trie to combat
with Clerophontes, if he remained viGor in the
conqueft, he woulde not onelie giue him his Daughter
Caftania to wife [and] let him poffefle peaceablie
the dukedome of Meteline as her dowrie, but be
content to acknowledge him as his liege, and paie
him tribute, as he was wont to Clerophontes.

While he lingred and liftned how this pro-
clamation would preuaile, Csfania hearing this
feuere fentence, & dolefull doome pronounced,
feeing § fhe fhould not onelie bee /,forced to
forfake Guwydonius, but be conftrained to match in
marriage with one whome fhe fhould neither loue
nor like, burft forth into thefe bitter complaints.

Alafle (quoth fhe) how pinching a paine is it
to be perplexed with diuerfe paffions, what a
noifome care it is to be cumbered with fundrie
cogitations, what a wo it is to hang betweene
defire and defpaire, and what a hell it is to houer
betweene feare and hope. For as to him which is
affured to die, death is no dolor, in that he perfedlie
- knowes there is no falue can cure his forrow, fo to
him which feares to die, and yet hopes to liue,
death were thrice more welcome, than to linger in
fuch doubt. In which curfed cafe alafle my care
confifteth, for as out of the riuer Ces in Sicillia
burfteth moft fearefull flames, and yet the ftreame
is pafling colde, neither is the water able to quench
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the fire, nor the fire caufe the water to bee hotte,
fo the heate of hope flameth out of the chilling
fountaine of feare, and yet the force of the one is
not able to affwage the vehemencie of the other, but
ftill my heauie heart is diuerflie affailed with them
both. If my Father Orlanioc win the conquetft, I
doubt my defire fhall neuer haue happie fuccefle,
if Clerophontes triumph as viGor, I greatlic feare
his crueltie is fuch, as I fhall not efcape moft
haplefle death. And yet againe I hope that then
my owne Gwydonius will accept mee for his, and
with triumphant armes embrace me. But alaffe,
will Clerophontes fuffer him to match with his
mortall foe, will he not rather preuent it by my
perill?  Yes no doubt, if he returne with triumph
my father fhall ferue him as a fubie&®, my brother
fhall become his vaffall, my friends fhal bee
forlorne, my Cittie fackt, and my natiue Countrie
brought to vtter confufion. And fhall I for the
loue of a ftraunger with thefe ftraunge ftratagems?
Shall I to feede mine owne fancie, and content
my lufting minde, / with my Fathers death, my
Brothers bane, my friends mifhap, my Countries
confufion, and perhappes my owne miferie? For
though Gwydomius loued mee when our parents
were friendes, hee- will not now lyke me being
foes : but to reuenge the iniuries my Father offered
him, will fubtillie feecke to facke my honour and
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honeftie, and fo triumph of my fhame and difcredit.
Had I not better praie my Father may win the
combat, and then fhall I bath in the ftreames of
blifle, and flowe in the flouds of felicitie? then
fhall I dreade no daunger, no feare, no perils : then
fhall I fee my Father, friends, and Countrie,
flourifh in moft happie profperitie: then fhall I
inioy fome iollie Gentleman, who will loue me
being young, and cherith me being olde, and
poflefle the Dukedome of Metelyne for my dowrie.
And canft thou Caflania bee fo ingratefull, as to
will his woe which wifheth thy weale, to defire
his deftru&tion which praieth for thy profperitie?
Canft thou be fo couetous as to craue that for thy
pofleflion, which is thy Guwydonius patrimonie, or
fo fufpitious, as to accufe him of trecherie, which
hath ben but too truftie : to count him a counter-
fait, which hath alwaies ben conftant? No, come
what come will, let froward fortune fauour whom
the pleafe, fo I may ioy and fafelie inioy my onelie
ioy Guwydonius.

As Caftania had thus ended her complaint,
‘Gwydonius who all this while lurked about the
borders of Alexandria, heard what fuccefle Orlanios
affaires had with his Father Clerophontes, how verie
few or none at all durft trie the combat with him,
that his loue and Ladie Caffania was’the prife that
he fhould get that gained the conqueft. Which
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things confidered, fuppofing that Caffania had caft
him off, and that fhe plaid, out of fight, out of
minde, by a fecret and truftie meflenger, he pre-
fented her with this Letter. /

Gwydonsus to Caftania, health.

The fine fpice Cafania, the more it is pounded,
‘the fweeter {mel it yeelds, the Camomil increafeth
moft being trodden on, the Palme tree the greater
waight it beareth, the ftraighter it groweth : the
ftone Terpifiretes, the more it is beaten, the harder
it is, and loyall loue is not weakened by the
ftorlines of aduerfitie, but rather far the more
fortified by the froward ftate of frowning fortune :
which Madame I {peake by proofe and experience,
for fince I haue fipped of the fower dregs of
forow, and bene peftered with the bitter pills of
penurie, fince finifter fortune hath croffed me with
mifhaps, & difafter fates haue driuen mee downe to
miferie, my fancie hath fo furioufly affaulted my
mynde, and affe@ion hath fo inceffantly battered
the bulwarke of my breaft, as § fparks of loue
which were kindled in mee in profperitie, are
turned to fierce and firie flames by aduerfitie. So
that madame, your prefence did not before procure
me fuch pleafure, as your abfence doth paine,
neither was I fo drowned in delight, in frequenting
" your companie, as I am drenched with defpight, by
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leading my life in forrowfull calamitie. Alafle
Caftania, what vnipeakable griefe hath tormented
mee? what direfull dolour hath diftrefled mee?
what hellith horrour hath haunted me? yea, what
woe and wretchednefle hath wracked my wittes,
fince thou haft bene proclaimed a pray to him
whofoeuer winneth the prife in the combat. How
ofte haue I wifhed that I might bee the champion
to make the challenge, that I might venture my
life to purchafe thy libertie, that my death might
redeeme thee from daunger.

But alafle, I fee to with is in vaine, to craue of
the Gods, / that thy Father fhould vaunt of the
vi®orie, is but to'wifh that your loue fhould haue
hapleffe miferie : to pray that Clerophontes fhould
returne with conqueft, thou wilt deeme I defire
thy friends misfortune : thus affailed with diuers
doubts, I driue of my dayes in dolour : hoping
howfoeuer fortune frowne, that the fates will
afligne vs a perfe& calme of permanent felicitie,
for this fturdie ftorme of pinching miferie.

Thine euer, exiled
Gwydonius.

Caftania hauing receiued this Letter, feeing that
no finifter chaunce of fortune was able to change
the fixed fancie of Guwydomius, concetued fuch
affured hope in his conftancie, as now the thought °
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his troth was filed with no fpot of trecherie, that
his faith was quite deuoide of flatterie, and that
whatfoeuer chaunced, the might fafely repofe her
ftaie & ftate in his loyaltie. Infomuch § to driue
out the euill opinion which fhe thought her brother
Therfandro hadde conceiued of Guwydonius confpi-
racie, fhee fecretylye fhowed him the Letter, /which
after he had read ouer, and carefully conftrued
cuerie claufe, he began both to detect and deteft
the villanie of Valericus, defiring his fifter Caftania
that fhe would earneftly perfwade Groydomsus in
difguifed apparell fpeedelic to repaire to her
lodging, promifing with folempne vowes and
facred oathes, not to bee preiudiciall to his perfon:
Caftania affying greatly in her brothers faith, and
defiring to haue a fight of her louing Gwydonius,
returned him thefe few lines. /

Caftania to Gwydonius, profperitie.
Who fo tafteth Guwydomius of the hearbe Mely
Sophilos is neuer tormented with the fting of
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aduerfitie, and fhe that weareth the ftone Mephites

about her, neuer forroweth at finifter fortune: who
fo fancieth without faining neuer proueth fickle,
and fhe that loueth loyallic may well be croffed
with calamitie, but neuer iuftly accufed of incon-
ftancie. Account thy Caflania good Gwydonsus to
be in the fame predicament, for let difafter mifhap



186 THE CARDE OF FANCIE

driue mee downe to moft deadlie miferie, lette the
cruell fates compaflfe mee with curfed care, let
fortune and the deftinies conclude my confufion,
yet it fhall not diminith my fancie, but rather
increafe my affe@tion. I wil ftill in weale, in woe,
in bale, in bliffe, in mirth & miferie, fay I loue;
and it is onely Gwydonius. For fhall our fancie
bee fuch as it fhal be foiled with misfortune? no,
but as Thetis chaunging into manie fhapes, at laft
returned into her owne forme, fo into what mifhap
I be driuen by miferie, yet I will ftand in mine
olde ftate in defpight of § fates and fortune. Come
therefore Gwydomius to the Court in difguifed
apparell, but without care, for thou fhalt finde me
fo truftie, as my troth fhall be without fpotte, and
thy health without hazard. Thus wifthing thy
curtefie to confter well of my conftancie, I bid thee
farewell.
Thine or not her owne,
confiant Caftania.

Gwydonius hauing carefully coftrued ouer the
contents of this louing letter, although § rigor
of Orlanio might haue giu€ him fufficiét caufe of
fufpitic, yet the cleerenes of his own cofcience, &
the loue he bare to Caflania, would not / fuffer
him either to fufpe& any treafon, or to doubt
of any deceit, but determined without any delay
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to put the fafetie of his perfon and the fafegarde
of his life into her handes. But leauing him
to bring his purpofe luckely to pafle, againe to
Orlanso.

Who feeing that his proclamation could not
preuaile, and that his nobles preferred their owne
fafetie before his fecuritie, was perplexed with fuch
hellith paflions, and griped with fuch pinching
griefe, as the Ghoafts tormented with grifly fiends,
felt no fuch haplefle furie. To fight with Clero-
phontes, he felt his ftrength farre vnfit to refift his
force : to denie the combat, he neither could nor
would, although he brought himfelfe to confufion,
& his children to captiuitie, fo that howfoeuer he
tourned himfelfe, he faw before his face death and
defpaire, woe and wretchednefle, mithap and miferie.
Combred thus with this cureleffe care, and fitting
folitarily in forrow, feeing the difmall day drew on,
and hearing that Fernandus the king of Bokemia
was lately landed, he fell into more furious paffions,
vntill he was driuen out of his dumps by his fonne
Therfandro: who perceiuing his father thus dolefully
daunted, he began moft louingly to comfort him,
promifing that fince none durft venter to deale
with Clerophontes, hee himfelfe would fight the
combat, and either worthelie winne the conqueft
with renowme, or manfully dye on the field with
honour.
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Orlanio hearing the bold courage of this new
champion, felt his forrow fomewhat falued by this
profer, perfwading himfelfe that his fonne was
better able to abide the brunt then hee, and hoping
that the Gods would fauour the equitie of the
caufe, and afluredly by iuftice graunt him the
victorie. Refting I faye, vpon this hope, and
thanking Therfandro for his naturall affeion, and
prayfing him for his noble courage, hee prefently
went to meete Fernandus, whom he moft princely
entertained, con /du&ing him very royally into
Alexandria, where hee moft fumptuoufly feafted
him and all his traine. But as they pafled away the
time in paftime and pleafure, fo poore Ther/andro
fpent the daye in dolour and the night in forrow.
+ For although to comfort his Father he made light
of the combat, and valiantly offered himfelfe to
trye the chaunce of Fortuge, yet feeing his enimies
force far to exceed his feeble ftrégth, he began to
faint, although like a worthie Gentleman he
couered his dreadfull courage with a defperate
countenance, raunging vp and downe the fieldes
to driue away his melancholy : wher by chace in
" difguifed apparaile he met Gwydomius, to whom
after fome parle paft between them, he bewraied
the whole ftate of the matter : how he was to
enter combat with Clerophontes, and that he
doubted greatlie of the euent of the vi&orie,



THE CARDE OF FANCIE. 189

fearing the force of his Father, and fainting at
his owne imbecilite. Which Gwydonius hearing,
he made this fhort aunfwere.

Therfandro (quoth hee) it is vaine with long
talke to paffe awaye the time when delaye breedes
daunger, and follye to hope for faire weather when.
the Aire is ouercaft with clowdes: leauing off
therefore all oathes to confirme my faith, thus
much to the purpofe. If it pleafe thee to truft
mee without tryall, and to giue any confidence
to my wordes, I heere promife both to make
manifeft my loyall loue to Cafania, and to repay
thy courtefie, that I will, refembling thy perfon,
and difguifed in thy armour, enter combat with
my Father Clerophontes, either intending by win-
ning the victorie to obtaine my will, or by -
loofing the conqueft to want my wifth: if this
my profer pleafe thee, ] will pafle priuclie to the
Court, if not, good Therfandro, let me goe as I
came. /

Therfandro commending the fubtill deuife of
Gwydonius caried him as couertly as could be to
Caftania, to whome he was farre more welcome
than foone come, remaining clofely in her clofet
till the -next morning : Caffania noththﬁandmg
knowing nothing of their pretence.

Fernandus king of Bohemia, the next day being
gone with all his nobilitie to the place appointed
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for the combat, Orlanio, Caftania, and all the Lords
of Alexandria, clad in mourning attire followed
him, thinking this difmall day fhould be the date
of their deftru&ion. And Clerophontes as a balefull
wretch thirfting after bloud, and glorying in the
hope of his fuppofed conquett, floode in the liftes,
expeing his fatall foe. To whome Guwydonsus
his fonne furnithed with the armour of Ther/andro,
prefented himfelfe. Who feeing, that forced by
the fond allurements of loue, he was to fight, not
with his mortall foe, but with his naturall father,.
he fell into thefe doubtfull dumps.

Alas poore Gwydonius (quoth he) how art thou
combred with diuers cogitations, what a cruell
confli® doft thou finde in thy minde betweene
loue and loyaltie, nature and neceflitie? who euer
was fo wilfull as willingly to wage battaile againft
his owne father? who fo cruell as to enter combat
with his owne fire? Alas, duetie perfwades mee
not to practife fo monftrous a mifchiefe: but the
deuotion I owe to Caffamia, driues mee to per-
forme the deede, were it thrice more daungerous
or defperate. The honour I owe to my Father,
makes mee faint for feare but once to imagine
fo brutith a fa&: the loue I owe to Caffania,
conftraineth mee to defend the combat if Jupister
himfelfe made the challenge. And is not (fond
foole) neceflitie above nature, is not the law of
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loue aboue King or Keyfar, Father or friend, God
or the diuell? Yes. And fo I meane to take it :
for either I will valiantly win the conqueft and
my Cafiania, or lofe the / viGorie, and fo by death
ende my miferies.

With that the Trumpets founded, and Gewydonsus
luftely leaping into the lyftes, fell prefently into
furious fight with his Father, driuing not onely
Fernandus and Orlanio, but alfo both the armies
into a great doubt, for although Clerophontes moft
cruelly profecuted him, yet he alwaies received the
ftrokes, but neuer fo much as once returned one
blow: till at laft looking aloft, & fpying Cafania,
his courage increafed, that all feare fet afide, he
careleflly flung away his fword and fhield & ranne
vpon his Father, not onely tearing from him his
Target, but violentlie cafting him vppon the
ground, & fpeedely vnlacing his Helmet, offered
to cut of his head with his owne fword: but
Clerophontes crying out confefled himfelfe captiue,
and graunted his enimie the conqueft. Where-
vpon they of Alexandria, gaue a mightie fhout,
and Fernandus and Orlanio came downe readie
to carric Clerophontes captiue to the Citie. But
Gwydonius firt demanded of Orlamio if he was
content to performe that which he promifed by
proclamation, to whome Fernandus aunfwered, that
he would and fhould, or elfe as he was his friend,
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fo he fhould be his foe. Guwydonius hearing this
faithfull affertion of the king, pulling down his
beauer, began to fpeake in this maner.

I let thee Orlanio (quoth he) and the worthie
king of Bokemia to know, that I am Guwydonius,
fonne and heire to this conquered Cleraphontes, who
for the loue of thy Daughter Cafanja, haue not
fpared contrarie to the law of nature, to fight with
mine owne Father, hoping the deftinies by my
meanes haue decreed, not onely of fatall foes to
make you faithfull friends, but to finith vppe
our loue which otherwife could not haue bene
perfourmed. / I haue wonne Orlanio my Fathers
Dukedome by vi&orie, and thy daughter by con-
queft, the one I had before by inheritaunce, and the
other by loue, yet I would willingly haue thy good
will : which if thou graunt, I hope my father will
both pardon my offence, and thinke well of my
proffer.

Clerophontes kiffing and imbracing Gwydonius,
tolde him his care was halfe cured, in that fuch a
good Captaine had wonne the Conqueft. Fernandus
and Orlanio ftoode aftonithed at this ftraunge
Tragedie, doubting whether they dreamt of fuch a
rare deuice, or faw it in effe@. At laft Orlanio as
one wakened out of a trance, with trickling teares,
imbraced Clerophontes, honouring him as his
Soueraigne, and promifing not onelye to giue
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Caftania to Gwydonius, but alfo halfe his Duke-
dome in dowrie. Clerophontes thanking him for
his courtefie, confented moft willingly to this
motion, fo that before Fernandus
departed, the marriage betweene
Gwydonius and Caftania,
Therfandro and Lew-
cippa: was moft
fumptuoufly
folempnized.

FINIS. [
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