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THE FORTY-SEUENTH NOUELL.

A

gentleman called Galgano, long time made fute to Madonna
her hujland sir Stricca (not knowing the fame) diuers
:

Minoccia

times praifed and commended Galgano, ly reafon whereof, in the
ahfence of her hufband,Jhe sent for him, and yelded herfelf vnto
him, tellinge him what wordes her hufhande hadfpoken of him,
and for recompence he refufed to difhonefi her.

the Citie of Siena in
there was a rich yong Gentleman
IN called
Galgano, borne of noble birth, actiue, and wel trained
Italie

in al kinde of exercife, valiaunt, braue, ftoute

maners and orders of
loued a

all

countries verye

and curteous, in the
This Galgano

fkilfull.

Gentlewoman of Siena named Madonna Minoccia, the

wyfe of fir Stricca a comely knight, and wore in his apparell the
colour and deuifes of his Lady, bearing the fame vppon his helmet
and armour, in all luftes, Tourneyes and triumphes, obferuing
noble feafles and banquettes for her fake. But for all thofe coftly,
fumptuous and noble praftifes, this Lady Minoccia in no wyfe
would giue eare vnto his futes. Wherfore Galgano at his wittes
ende, was voyde of aduife what to do or faye, feing the great
crueltie

and rigor raigning in her

brefte,

vnto

whom

bee dayle

prayed for better fuccefle and fortune than to himfelfe. There
was no feaft, banquet, triumph, or mariage, but Galgano was

do her humble feruice, and that daye his minde was not
and contented, wherein he had not feene her that had his
louing harte in full pofleffion. Very many times (like a Prince
there, to

pleafed

GALGANO AND

4

wyth prefentes
dayned
Princeffe)
fcornefull
and
and meffages, but fhe (a proude
ftode
ftate
this
in
And
them.
neither to heare them or receiue
exceeding
the
with
tormented
this paffionate Louer a longe time,
his
hote Loue and fealtie that he bare her. And many times making
fouedeare
and
my
Loue,
reuerent complaints to loue, did fay "Ah

that coueted peace) he fente 'AmbafTadonrs vnto her,

:

how cruell and hard harted art thou, how vnmercifully
thou with me, rather how deaf be thine eares, that canft not

raigneLorde,
dealeft

fame to my nightly complaintes, and dailye affliftions
How chaunceth it that I do in this maner confume my ioyfull dayes
recline the

;

with pining plaintes

"

?

Why

doeft

thou

fufFer

me

to Loue, and not

thus oftentimes remembringe the crueltie of
loue, and his ladies tyrrany, hee began to dye in maner like a wight
replete with defpaire. But in fine, he determined paciently to abide
to be beloued

?

And

the good time and pleafure of Loue,

ftill

hoping to finde mercie

:

gaue himfelfe to praftife and frequent thofe thinges that
and
and pleafant to his Lady, but fhee ftill peracceptable
might be
chaunced that fir Stricca and his fayre wyfe,
It
fifted inexorable.
for their folace and recreation, repaired to one of their houfes
daily

by Siena: and upon a time, Galgano paffing by with
a Sparhauke on his fifte, made as though he went on HaukAnd as he was going
ing, but of purpofe onely to fee his lady.
hard

by the houfe, fir Stricca efpied him, and went forth to meete him,
and familiarly taking him by the hand, prayed him to take parte
of his fupper with his wyfe and him for which curtefie Galgano
gaue him thanckes, and faid " Sir, I do thancke you for your
curteous requefte, but for this time I pray you to hold me excufed,
:

:

becaufe

I

am

going about certaine affayres very requifite and neThen fayde fir Stricca: " Atleaft wife drincke

ceflary to be done."

But giuing him thankes he bad him
him to tary,
toke his leaue, and retourned into his houfe.
Galgano gone
from maiftre Stricca, fayd to himfelfe " Ah, beaft that I am,
with mee before you depart."

farewell.

Maifter Stricca feing that hee could not caufe

:

why did I not accept
let me from the fight
the world

befides."

his

oflFer ?

of her,

And

as

Why

whom

I

fhould

he was thus

plaintes his fpaniells fprong a Partrich,

fhamefaftnefs

loue better than
penfife

wherat he

in

let

all

com-

flee

his

MADONNA
Hauke, and the Partrich

Hauke purfued and
his

MINOCCIA.

flying into

fir

Stricca his garden, his

vppon the fame,

feafled
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Maifter Stricca and

Ladye hearinge that paftime, ranne to the garden window,

to fee

and beholding the valiante fkirmifhe
betweene the foule and the hauke, the lady afked whofe hauke it
was her hufband made aunfwere that he knew well inoughe the
owner, by the goodnefle and hardines of the fame. " For the
the killing of the Partrich

:

:

owner of

hauke (quoth bee) is the trimmeft and moft valiaunt
Siena, and one indued with befte qualities." The
" Maifter Galgano (faid her huslady demaunded what he was ?
band,) who euen now pafled by the gate, and I prayed him very
earneftly to fupper, but bee woulde not be intreated.
And truly
wyfe, he is the comlieft gentleman, and mofte vertuous perfonage,
that euer I knewe in my life." With thofe wordes they wente from
the windowe to fupper and Galgano, when he had lured his Hauke,
departed awaye. The Lady marked thofe words and fixed them in
minde. It fortuned within a while after, that fir Stricca was by
the ftate of Siena fent in ambafl"age to Perugia, by reafon wherof, his Lady at home alone, fo fone as her hufband had taken his
iourney, fent her moft fecrete and truftie maide, to intreat maifter
Galgano, to come and fpeake with her. When the meffage was
done to Galgano, (if his heart were on a merie pinne, or whether
his fpirits dulled with continuall forrowe were againe reuiued, they
knowe that moft haue felte the painefull pangues of Loue, and
they alfo whofe flefh haue beene pearced wyth the amorous arrowes
of the little boy Cupide :) he made aunfwere that hee would willingly come, rendringe thanckes both to the maiftrefle and maide,
the one for her paine, and the other for her good remembraunce.
Galgano vnderftanding that fir Stricca was gone to Perugia, in
the eueninge at conuenient time, repaired to the houfe of her whofe
And being come befight he loued better than his owne eyes.
fore his Lady, with great fubmiflJon and reuerence hee faluted her,
(like thofe whofe hartes do throbe, as foretellinge the pofleflion
of good tournes and benefites, after which with longe fute and trauaile they haue afpired) wherewith the Lady delighted, very pleafantly took him by the hande, and imbracing him, faid: "Welcome mine owne fweet Galgano, a hundred times I fay welthis

gentleman in

all

:

:
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makinge truce with their
they
afFeftions, the lady called for comfiftes and wyne. And when
the
him
by
had dronke and refreflied themfelues, the lady toke

And

come."

for the time with kiffes,

hande and faid " My fweete Galgano, night beginneth to pafle
awaye, and the time of fleepe is come^ therefore let vs yeld our
felues to the feruice and commaundment of our very good Ladye,
:

Cytherea, for whofe fake I intreated you to come hither."
Being
Galgano aunfwered, that he was very wel contented.
louing
disand
talke
pleafaunte
much
after
chamber,
the
within
went
and
clothes,
her
put
of
the
Lady
did
them,
betweene
courfe

madame

Galgano being fomewhat

to bed.

Lady, vnto whom flie
and fhamefaft.

faid

"

:

Me

baflifull,

What do you lacke

fearful

Doth not my perfonage content you ?
which you defire " " Yes madame,"
.-"

felf

could not do

me

was perceyued of the
you be
Do I not pleafe you ?

thincke, Galgano, that
?

Haue you not
faid

Galgano

And

reafoning in this

of his clothes alfo, and laide himfelfe by her,

whom

me

me

fort,

to be

he put

he had couet-

Being in the bed, he faid ''Madame,
one refqueft." " What is that, Galgano?"

ed and defired of long time.
befeech you graunt

:

a greater pleafure, than to fufFer

cleped within your armes."

I

the thing

" God him-

:

" It is this, madame," faid Galgano " I do much
why this night aboue all other, you haue fent for mee
confidering how long I haue bin a futer vnto you, and although
(quoth

fhe.)

:

maruell,

I haue profecuted my fute, by great expence and trauaile, yet you
would never yelde before now what hath moued you now thus to
do?" The Lady anfwered "I wil tell you fir: true it is, that
:

:

many dayes agoe, paffing by this houfe, with your Hauke
on your fifte, my hufband told me that fo fone as he fawe you,
he wente oute to meete you, of purpofe to intreate you to fupper, but
you would not tarrie then your Hauke purfued a Partrich, euen

not

:

into

my

garden, and

I

feing the

Hauke

fo egerly feafing

vpon

my

hufband whofe Hauke it was. He
told me that the Hauke did belong to the moft excellent yong
man of all Siena and that he neuer in all his life knewe a gentlethe fame,

demaunded of
:

man

better accompliftied with all vertues

and good qualities, and
you finguler prayfe and commendacion.
Whereuppon hearing him in fuch wife to prayfe you, and knowing
therewithall gaue vnto

:

MADONNA
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minde and difpofition towards mee,

righte well your affeftionate

hart attached with loue^ forced

me

to fende for

you that

I

my

mighte

hereafter auoyde difdaine and other fcornefull demeaner, to im-

peache or hinder your loue
this true

?

" faid

Galgano.

and this briefely is the caufe." " Is
" Moft certaine and true," aunfweared

:

"Was

there no other occafion?"
"No, verely:"
" God defend," (quoth Galgano,) " that I fhould recompence the curtefie and good will of fo noble a gentleman (as
your hufband is) with reproch and villany. Is it meete that good
turnes fliould be requited with vnkindnes ? If euer man had caufe
to defende the honor of his vnknowen frend, caufe haue I right
good and apte. For now knowinge fuch a frende, that would by
vertuous reportes haue aduaunced me to higher matters, than
wherof I am in pofleffion, fhould I reward with pollucion of
his ftocke and wife?
No, no, lady my raginge fute by loue, is by
vertue quenched. Vertue onely hath ftaunched the flames of vile
affeftions.
Seeke another frende, to glut your lecherous minde.
Finde out fome other companion, to coole thy difordinate loue.
Shal I be difloyal to him, that hath been faithfull vnto me?

the Lady."

faid the lady.

!

Shall I be traytor to him, that frendly hath

commended me ?

What

can be more required of humane hearte, or more defired of
manlike mind, but wilfull bente, and fixed to do him good, that
neuer erft by iufle defert deferued the fame." With which wordes
fodenly hee lept out of the bed, and

when he had

furnifhed him-

put vppon him vertuous
friendlhip, and takinge his leaue of the Lady, neuer after that time
felfe

againe with his apparell, hee

he gaue himfelf to matters of Lou^.

alfo

And maifter Stricca he conti-

nually obferued both with finguler loue and dutifull friendfliip

whereby

it

is

vncertaine whether was mofl: finguler in him, his

continency at the very inftante by refrayning that vehement heate
of loue, which fo long time with great trauaile and cofte

he had purfued, or his regard of frendfhip to fir Stricca
vppon wordes of commendacion fpoken behinde his
backe.

Both no doubte be

finguler vertues

meete for all men to be obferued but the
fubduing of his aifeftions furmounted and pafled.
:

A DUKE OF VENICE

THE FORTY-EIGHTH NOUELL.
Bindo a notalle ArchiteSi, and his fonne Ricciardo, with all his
familie,from Florence went to dwell at Venice, where heing made
inCitizens for diuers monuments by them done there, throughe
Binhoufe.
the
Treafure
robbe
to
ordinate expences were forced

Duke and Jiate,
four e daunfrom
himfelfe

do beinge flaine by a pollicie deuifed by the
Ricciardo by fine fabtelties deliuereth

Afterwards the Duke {by his owne confejjion) vnderflandinge the fleightes, giueth him his pardon and his daughter in ma-

gers.

riage.

In the goodly,

citie of

Venice there was once a duke, that was a

noble gentleman and of greate experience and wifedome, called

In the chiefeft Churche
San Marco, there was a fteple, very
faire and fumptuous, and of greateft fame of Any thinge at that
time that was in Venice, which fleeple was like to fall downe
by reafon of certaine faultes and decayes in the foundacion.
Wherfore the Duke caufed to be fearched thorow out all Italic,
fome cunning workeman that would take in hand the reparacion.
and amendmente of 'the fame with promife of fo much money
Whereuppon an exas he would demaund for doing thereof.

Valeriano di meffer Vannozzo Accettani.
of which

Citie

called

:

cellent Architeft of Florence,
offer,

named Bindo, hearing

of this

tel

determined to go to Venice for the accompliftimente of

that worke, and for that purpofe with his onelye fonne and wyfe,

hee departed Florence.
fteeple,

come

And when

he had feene and furueyed the

he went ftraight to the Duke, and told him that he was

thither to offer his feruice for repayringe of the fame,

whom

the Duke'curteoufly intertayned and prayed him, that he would

Whereunto Bindo acwyth great diligence and fmall time he finifhed the
fame, in better forme and furety than it was at the firft which
greatly pleafed the Duke, and gaue Bindo fo much money as he
demaunded, making him beiides a Citizen of Venice, for the maintenaunce of whofe flate, hee allotted him a fufEcient flipend

fo fone as

he coulde begin that worke.

corded, and

:

:

::

AND RICCIARDO.
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Duke called him vnto him, and declared that he
would haue a Treafure houfe made, wherein fhould be difpofed
and layde vp all the Treafure and common ornamentes for the
furniture of the whole Citie, which Bindo by and by toke vppon
him to do, and made it of fuch finguler^ beautie, as it excelled
all the monuments of the Citie, wherein all the faid Treafure was
In which worke hee had framed a (lone by cunninge,
beftowed.
that mighte be remoued at pleafure, and no ma,n perceiue it
meaning thereby to goe into the Chamber when he lifte whereunto none in all the world was priuie but himfelfe. When this
Palace and Treafure houfe was done, he caufed all the furnitures
afterwards the

:

of Silkes, hanginges, wrotight with Golde, Canapees, clothes of

and other Ornaments of Golde and
whiche he called La Turpea del Doge,
and was kept Vnder fiue keyes whereof foure were deliuered to
foure of thechiefe Citizens, deputed to that office, which were
called Ghambeflaynes of the Treafure houfe, and the fift keye the
ftate,

riche Chayres, Plate,

Siluer to be caried thither,

:

Duke

himfelfe did keepe, fo that the

opened excepte they were

all

Chamber coulde not bee

fiue prefente.

Nowe Bindo

and

his

famelie dwelling at Venice, and beinge a citizen there, beganne
to fpende liberallye

and

to

Hue a riche and wealthye

life,

and hys

fonne Ricciardo confumed difordinatelye, whereby in fpace of
time, they wanted Garmentes to

furniflie

their

bodies,

whiche

they were not able to maintainefor their inordinate expences
wherefore the father vpon a night calling his fonne vnto him,
got a ladder, and a certaine yron inftrumente made for the purpofe,
and taking alfo with him a litle lime, went to the hole, which

Bindo artificially had made, who taking out the ftone, crept
in, and toke out a faire cup of gold, which was in a clofet,
and afterward he wente out, cowching the ftone againe in
due place. And when they were come home, they brake- the
cup and caufed it to be folde by peece meale, in certaine Cities
of Lombardie. And in this forte, they maintayned their disordinate life begonne. It chaunced not long after, that a Cardinall
arriued at Venice, about affayres with the Duke, and the ftate,
the more honorablie to receiue him, opened the Treaiure
houfe to take oute certaine furnitures within, as plate, clothes

who

A DUKE OF VENICE

ro
of

ftate,

When

and other thinges.

the dore was opened, and

had taken out the faide neceflaries, they founde a cuppe leffe
than oughte to be, wherewith the Chamberlaines contended amonge
themfelues, and wente to the Duke, telling him that there wanted
a cuppe: whereat the Duke marueiled, and faid that amonges
them it muft needes be gone. And after many denialls, and much
talke, he willed them to faye nothing, till the Cardinall was
When the Cardinall was come, he was receyued with
departed.
honorable interteignemente, and beinge departed, the Duke fente
for the foure Chamberlaines, to confult about the lofle of the

commaunding them not

cup,

to departe the Palace before the

fame was found, faying that amongs them it mufte needes be
Thefe four perfons being together, and debating how
ftolen.
and by what meanes the cup fliould be taken away, were at their
At length one of them faide: "Let vs confider
wittes ende.
whether ther bee anye comminge into the Chamber befides the
doore." And viewinge it they coulde not perceiue anye entrie at
And to proue the fame more effeftuallye, they ftrawed
all.
the chamber aboute with fyne fifted chaffe, fetting the fame on fier,
which done, they fhutte faft the windowes and doores, that
the fmoke and fmoulder might not goe out.
The force of which
fmoke was futche as it iffued through the hole that Bindo made,
whereby they perceiued the way howe the robbery was committed,
and went to the Duke to tell him what they had done. The
duke vnderflanding the faft, wylled them to faye nothing, for
that he woulde deuife a poUicie how to take the theefe who caufed
to be brought into the chamber a caldron of pitche, and placed
:

it

directly

vnder the hole, commaunding that a fyre fhould be

kept daye and night vnder the caldron, that the fame might
It come to pafle that when the money was
which the father and fonne had receiued for the cup,
one night they went agayne to the hole, and remouing the ftone,
the father went in as he did before, and fell into the caldron of

continually boyle.

fpent

pitche (which continually was boyling there) vp to the wafte, and
not able to Hue any longer, he called his fonne vnto him, and

fayde

me

:

" Ricciardo

myne owne

pryfoner, for halfe

my

fweete fonne, death hath taken

body

is

dead, and

my

breath alfo

is

AND RICCIARDO.

my

I I

ready to departe.

Take

fome place that

be not knowen, which done,

thy mother,

it

whome

I

head with thee, and burie

in

it

commend me

to

pray thee to cherifhe and comforte, and

any wyfe take hede that warely and circumfpeftlye thou doe
departe from hence and if any man do afke for me, fay that I am
gone to Florence about certaine bufineffe." The fonne lamenta" Oh deare
bly began to lament his father's fortune, faying
father, what wicked furie hath thus cruelly deuifed fodaine death."
" Content thy felfe, my fonne," fayd the father, " and be quiet,
better it is that one Ihould dye, than twoo, therefore doe what
I haue tolde thee, and fare well."
The fonne tooke vp his
father's head, and went his waye, the refte of his bodye
remayned in the caldron, like a block without forme. When
Ricciardo was come home, he buried his father's head fo well
as he could, and afterwardes tolde his mother what was become
of his father, who vnderftanding the maner of his death, began
in

:

:

piteoufly to cry out, to

"Good mother
our

life is

whom

her fonne holding up his hands, fayd:

holde your peace, and geue ouer your weeping

in great perill

and daunger,

if

:

for

your outcrie be heard.

Therefore good mother, quiet yourfelfe, for better

it

were for vs to

Hue in poore eftate, than to die with infamie, to the vtter reproche
and fhame of all our familie." With whiche woordes he appeafed
her.
In the morning the bodye was founde and caried to the
Duke, who maruelled at it, and could not deuife what he fhould
" Surely there be two that committed this robberie,
be, but fayd
one of them we haue, let vs imagine how we may take the
other."
Then one of the foure Chamberlaines fayd " I haue
:

:

found out a trap to catche the other, if it will pleafe you to heare
mine aduife, which is this Impoffible it is, but this theefe
that is dead, hath either wife, children, or fome kinfman in the
citie, and therfore let vs caufe the bodie to be draweti throughout the ftreates, and geue diligent hede whether anye perfone doe
:

complaine or lament his death and
him be taken and examined which
:

:

if
is

any fuch be found,
the next

way

let

as I fup-

Which being concluded,
companion."
body
was
drawen
throughout the citie
The
they departed.
with a guard of men attending vpon the fame: as the execupofe,

to finde out his

A DUKE OF VENICE
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tioners pafled by the houfe of Bindo,

wyndowe, and

the hurdle, his wyfe ftode at the
of her hufband fo vfed,

made

whofe carcaffe laye vppon

?

"

And

made a

great gafhe into his hande, that the

The guarde hearing

bloud aboundantly iffued out.

fhe

:

beholding his father's corps vpon the hurdle, he

toke a knife and

that the

At whiche noyfe
" Alas, mother, what

a great outcrie.

the fonne fpake to his mother and fayde

do you

body

feing the

the noyfe

woman

made, ran into the houfe, and aflced her what
The fonne anfwered " I was caruing a peece

lacked.

:

my hande, which
mother feeyng cryed out, thynking that I had hurt myfelfe
more than I haue." The guarde feeing his hande all bloudy and
cut, did belieue it to be true, and from thence went round about the
liberties of the Citie, finding none that feemed to lament or bewayle
that chaunce.
And returning to the Duke, they tolde him howe
all that labour was imployed in vayne, whereupon he appointed
them to hang vp the dead body in the market-place, with
fecret watche in like maner, to efpie if any perfon by day or night,
would come to complaine or be forrowefull for him. Which
body was by the feete hanged vp there, and a continuall watche
of ftone with this knife, and by chaunce I hurt

my

appointed to

The rumor hereof was bruted

kepe the fame.

throughout the

and euery

Citie,

The woman hearing

man

reforted thither to fee

it.

that her hufbandes carcaffe fhould be
hanged vp in the market-place, faide diuerfe times to her fonne,
that

it

tell

was a very great fhame

for

him

in that fhamefuU fort to be vfed.

anfwere, faying:

"Good

that whiche they do

is

to fuffer his father's

To whom

her fonne

body

made

mother, for God's fake be contented, for
none other purpofe, but to proue me

for

:

wherefore be pacient a while,

till

this

chaunce be

paft."

The mother

not able to abide it any longer, brake out many times into thefe
words " If I were a man as I am a woman, it fhould not be
vndone now and if thou wilt not aduenture thy felfe, I will one
night giue the attempt." The yong man feing the
froward
nature of his mother, determined to take away the
body by this
policie.
He borrowed twelve friers frockes or cowles, and in the
euening went downe to the hauen, and hired twelue
:

:

mariners,

placed them in a backe houfe, geuing

them

fo

and

much meate and
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And when they had well whitled and
vpon them thofe friers cowles, with
vifards vppon their faces, and gaue euery of them in their hands a
burning torch, making them to feme as though they had ben Diuels
of hel and he himfelf rode vpon a horfe al couered with blacke,
befet rounde about with monftrous and vglie faces, euerye of them
hauinge a burnyng candle in his raouthe, and riding before with a
vifarde of horrible fhape vpon his head, fayde vnto them " Doe
as I doe " and then marched forward to the market-place. When
they came thether they ran vp and downe with roring voyces crying
out like Deuils being then pafi: midnight and very darke. When
the watche fawe that ftraunge fight they were affrayde, thinking
that they had bene Deuils indeede, and that he on horfebacke in
that forme had ben the great Deuill Lucifer himfelfe. And feing
him runne towardes the gibet, the watche toke their legges and ran
away. The yong man in the fliape of the great Deuill toke downe
the body and layd it before him on horfebacke, who calling his
companie away, roode before in pofte. When they were come
home, he gaue them their money, and vncafing them of their cowles
fent them away, and afterwardes buried the body fo fecretly as he
could.
In the morning newes came to the Duke that the bodye
was taken awaye, who fent for the guarde to knowe what was
become thereof. To whome they fayde thefe wordes: " Pleafeth
your grace, about midnight laft paft there came into the marketplace a companie of Deuils, among whom we fawe the great deuil
Lucifer himfelfe, who as wee fuppofe did eate vp the bodye, which
terrible fight and vifion made vs to take our legges." The Duke by
thofe wordes perceiued euidently that the fame was but a praftife
to deceiue them of their purpofe, notwithftanding he determined
once again to deuife fome meanes in the ende to knowe the truthe,
and decreed a conftitucion that for the fpace of xx dayes no frefli
meate fhoulde be folde in Venice at which decree all the citie
drinke as they woulde eate.

tippled themfelueSj he put

:

:

:

:

marueiled.

Afterwardes he caufed a verie
of euery pounde

faire fatte calfe to be

at a fiorino, which
French crowne or thereaboutes, and willed hym
that folde it to note and marke them that bought it: thinking with
himfelfe, that he which is a theefe is licorous of mouth delicate
folde,

feffing

amounteth

the

to a

price
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in fare and would not ftick to geue a good price, although

him a French crown foreuery pound

:

it

coft

making proclamation, that

meate fhould refort to the marketAll the Marchauuts and Gentlemen

he which would buye any

frefh

was to bee folde.
repaired to buye fome of the veale, and vnderftanding that euery
place where

pound would not be folde under a Frenche crowne, they bought
none at all. This calfe and the price was bruted in all places, and
came to the knowledge of the mother of this yong man, who faid
vnto her fonne " I haue a minde to eate fome of the veale, now
Ricciardo aunfwered " Mother make no
folde in the market."
hafte to buye it, firft let it be cheapened by other, and at length I
will deuife a meane that you (hall have it: for it is not wyfedome
The mother like an
for vs to be the firfle that fhall defire it."
ignoraunt and vnfkilfuU woman, was importunate to haue it. The
fonne fearing that his mother would fende for fome of the veale, by
other, caufed a Pie to be made, and prepared a flagon full of wyne,
both which were intermixed with thinges to caufe fleepe, and taking
bread, the fayd Pie, and the flagon of wyne, when it was night, putting on a counterfait beard, and cloke, went to the flail where that
veale was to bee folde, which as yet was whole and vnbought.
And when he had knocked at the fhop dore, one of the guard afked
who was there. To whom Ricciardo faid " Can you tel me
wher one Ventura doth kepe his fhop ? " Of whom one of them
demaunded what Ventura ? " I know not his furname," fayde Ricciardo, " that I would he had bene hanged, when I came firft to
:

:

:

dwell with him."

"Why who fent thee?"

" His wyfe (quod Ricciardo)

wyne

for his fupper:

the fame with you,

And

his ftall.
his

{hop

And

is,

for

but

made

my

him the

know

maiflers,

not long Athens

fo leaning behind

of wyne, he

goe home to

till I

faid

cary

I

better

though

came

all

thy

:

"Drinke,

life."

I

meate and

let

me leaue

where he kepeth
know not where

to dwell in this Citie."

and the bread with the flagon
and tolde them that he wold
he was gone, one of them toke

Pie,

by.

When

the flagon and drancke, and afterwardes gaue
faid

this

hafle to departe,

come againe by and
and

one of the guarde.

him

pray you (fayde Ricciardo,)

I

maruell not,
it is

who bade me

for

thou neuer

diddefl:

it

tafl:

to his

companion,

of better

wyne

in

His companion dranke, and merily communing of
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this matter,

they fel a fleepe. Ricciardo loking in at a hole of
the dore, feing them a flepe, went in, and toke the calfe, and caried
it

home whole as

there

is

your

it

lufte,

The duke

was, and faide to his mother

cut

" Hold, mother,

:

:

it

out " and by and by fhe cut out a great

he heard that the calfe was ftolen,
and the maner howe, did wonder very muche, purpofing yet to
knowe what hee was and caufed a hundred poore people to come
before him, whofe names being written, he faid vnto them Get
pece.

fo fone as

:

:

ye to

all

And marke

the houfes in Venice, vnder colour to begge almes.

you

if

making ready

fee in

any houfe

importunate in begging, till
he among all you that

And

him xx crownes,"

giue

any pece in
which if you doe, ye muft be
they giue you either flefli or broth.

to be eaten at the

fhal

flefhe drefled, or

fier,

me

bring

the

firft

newes,

I

wil

Thefe beggers difperfed themfelues into

euery corner of the Citie, crauing their almes,

amongs

whom

one of them alked his almes at the houfe of Ricciardo, and
approching nere, efpied openly fleflie at the fpit, and befought a
morfell thereof for God's fake to whom the vndifcrete woman
:

had plentye, gaue a litle pece. The poore man
thanked the good wife, and prayed God to faue her life. And
as hee was going down the fleps of the dore, Ricciardo met
him with the flefli in his hand. Wherewithall aftonned, he willed
feeing that

him

ftie

to retourne,

and fayde he would giue him more.

glad of that, went in againe,

whome

The begger

Ricciardo caried into his

chamber, and when he was within, he ftrake fuche a full blowe
his head with an axe, as he killed hym, and threwe him
into a iakes, fhutting the doore after him.
In the euening, thefe

vpon

poore

men

retourned to the duke, according to their promife,

and fayde they coulde finde nothing. The Duke called them by
their names, and compting the number founde one lefle than he
had fent, whereat he maruelled. And after he had well aduifed with
himfelfe, what fhould become of him that lacked, he fayde
" Certainely the poore man is Slayne." Then caufing the councell

what he had done: and yet fayde
knowen. Whereunto one of
were
that it were meete the party
the Senatours fayde Your grace hath duely made fearch by the
to be affembled, he declared

:

belly

and mouth, to finde out

this verlet

:

I

thinke

it

nowe

neces-
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farie that triall

be made by lechery, whiche commonly accomThen it was concluded that the mode

panieth licorous mouthes,"
riotous and lecherous
to the

fufpicion,

yong men, fuche

number

as the

Duke had

in greateft

of xxv. fliould be warned to appeare

whiche accordingly was done, amonges whome was
These yonge roifters affembled in the palace,
euery of them maruelled wherefore the Duke had caufed them
Afterwarde the Duke commaunded xxv. beddes
to come thether.
before

this

to be

him

:

Ricciardo.

made

in

one of

his great

chambers, to lodge euery of the

fayd xxv. perfons by hymfelf, and in the middes of the

he

commaunded

a riche bed of eftate to be

wher was appointed

to ly his

ing faire creature.

And

layde in their beddes,

own

fet

chamber

vp and furnifhed,

daughter, which was an excead-

when thefe yong men were
manye gentlewomen attendant vpon the
in the night

Lady, came in to bryng her to her lodging

:

and her father deliuered

and faide vnto her
any of thefe yong men that doe lie here by thee, doe offer
to come to thy bedde, looke that thou marke him in the face with
this flaining colour, that he may be knowen."
At which wordes
all the yong men maruelled and therefore durfte not attempt
to goe vnto her, but faid one to another: "Surely this commaundement of the Duke hath fome fecrete mifterie in it."
Notwithftanding Ricciardo determined about midnight to go to
to her a fawcer full of black die, or flayning,

"

:

If

her bedde

:

and when the candle was out being a wake of purpofe,

he rofe vp and went to the gentlewoman's bedde and began
to imbrace and kiffe her.
The maiden when fhe felt him,
'

fodainly dipped her finger in the colour

not perceiued of him.

When

and

ftained

his face,

he had accomplifhed the thing

he came

for, hee retourned to his place: and then began to
imagin vpon the Duke's wordes, and for what policie he fpake
them. And lying a litle while ftill mufing vpon the fame, he
went againe to the gentlewoman's bedde, hauing throughly difpofed

himfelf to the pleafures of this paradife lambe: and perceiuing
her to dippe her finger in the fawcer and rubbe his face, Ricciardo toke away the fawcer from the bedde's fide, and round

about beftowed the colour vpon the faces of his felowes, who
were fo fafte a fleepe that they did not fele him. Some he marked

"

AND RICCIARDO.
with two fpottes, fome with

fix

and fome with

I
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he

painted but with foure befides thofe wherewith already he was

whiche done he fet the faucer agayne
by the bedde's fide, and when he had bidden her farewell, faire
and foftly he returned againe to his bedde. In the morning betimes, the damofels of the chamber came in to helpe the ladye to
make her readye, which done they wayted vpon her to the duke,
who afked her how the matter fl;ode. She aunfwered well, for fhe
had done his commaundement and tolde him howe one came
vnto her three times, and euery time fhe gaiie him a tainte in his
face.
The duke by and by fent for them that were of his counfell.
To whome he faid " Sirs, I haue founde out this good fellow,
and therfore I haue fent for you, that we altogether may goe to
fee him."
They went all into the chamber, and viewing them
round about, they perceiued all their faces coloured, whereat
they fell into a great laughter then one of them fayde to another
" Suerly this fellowe hath the fubtilefl: head that euer was knowen
berayed by the gentlewoman

:

:

:

:

:

:

and concluded that one of the company had fet that colour in
their faces.
The yong men beholding one another paynted in that
Afterwardes the
forte, brake into great fporte and paftime.
duke examined euery of them, and feeing that he was not able by
any meanes to vnderfl:ande by whome it was done, he determined
to knowe the man before he departed^ and promifed to him that
fhould confefle the truthe, to giue his daughter to him in mariage,
and with her a very great dowrie, and a general! pardon. Wherefore Ricciardo vnderftanding the duke's minde, toke him afyde,
and tolde hym the whole matter particularly from the beginning to
The duke imbraced hym, and gaue him his pardon, and
the ende.
with great ioye and triumphe he folemnized the mariage betwene
hym and his daughter. Wherewithall Ricciardo encouraged,
proued a very fl:oute and valiaunt man in fuche wyfe almofl:e as
the affaires of the whole

And

lined

fl:ate

a long time

pafled through his handes.

after,

with the loue and

good wyll of the whole cominaltie of
Venice.
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THE FORTY-NINTH NOUELL.
Philenio Sijierno, a SchoUer of Bologna, being mocked of three

faire Gentlewomen, at a banket made of Jet purpofe he was re-

uenged on them

At

all.

Bologna, whiche

is

the nobleft

citie

of Lombardie, the mother

and requifite
a Gentleman
of the countrie of Crete named Philenio Sifterno, of very good grace
and behauioLir. It chanced that in his time, there was a great
feaft made in the citie, wherunto were bidden the fayrefl: dames,
and befte of reputation there there was likewyfe many Gentlemen
and Schollers of Bologna, amonges whom was this Philenio Sifterno
who followyng the manner of young men, dallying fometime with
one, fometime with another, and perceiuing them for his purpofe
determined to daunce with one of them and commingto one whiche
was called Emerentiana, the wyfe of fir Lamberto Bentiuoglia, hee
prayed her to daunce: who, beyng verie gentle and of no lefs
of ftudies, and accomplifhed with al things nedefull

for futch a florifliing ftate, there

was a yong

fcholler,

:

:

audacitie than beautiful, refufed not.

Then

Philenio leading forth

fometymes wrynging her by the hand, fpake
fomewhat fecretly vnto her thefe wordes " Madame, your beautie
is fo great, that without doubt it furmounteth all that ever I fawe,
and there is no woman in the world to whome I beare fo great affeftion, as to your perfone, whiche if it were correfpondent to me
inLoue, I would thinke myfelf the befte contented man in the world,
the daunce very

foftly,

:

otherwyfe
Ihall

I fhall in fhorte

tyme bee depriued of life, and then you
and louing you (Madame) as I doe,

be the caufe of my death

:

my dutie requireth, you ought

to take me for your feruaunt,
me and thofe litle goodes whiche I haue as your owne and I doe
affure you, that it is impoffible for me to receiue greater fauour from

and as
vfing

heauen, then to

:

fee myfelfe fubiefte to futch a gentlewoman, as you
whiche hath taken me in a nette lyke a byrde." Nowe Emerentiana, whiche earneftly had marked thofe fweet and pleafaunt woordes,
like a wyfe gentlewoman, femed to geue no eare thereunto, and made
him no aunfwere at all. The daunce ended, and Emerentiana being

be,
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down in her place, this young fcholler went to take another gentlewoman by the hand, and began to daunce with her whiche was
fet

:

not fo fone begonne, but thus he faid vnto her: ''It nedeth not

Madame,

doe exprefle the feruant Loue which I
doe, fo long as my poore fpirite fliall

that by woordes

beare you, and will fo

I

gouerne and rule my members
Maiftreffe and finguler Ladye,

and if I could obtaine you for my
would thinke myfelf the happiefl:
man aliue. Then louing you as I do, and being wholly yours, as
you may eafely vnderfland, refufe me not I befech you for your
humble feruaunt, lithe that my life and all that I haue dependeth vpon you alone." Theyonggentlewoman,whofe name was Panthemia,
perceiuing his meaning, did not aunfwere him any thing at that
time: but honeftly preceded in her daunce: and the daunce
ended, fmyling a litle, fhe fat downe with the other dames. This
done, amorous Philenio refted not vntil he had taken the thirde
by the hand, (who was the gentleft, faireft, and trimmeft dame in
all Bologna,) and began to daunce with her, romyng abrode, to
fliewe his cunning before them that came to behold him.
And
before the daunce was finifhed, he faide thus vnto her " Madame, it
may fo be, as I fhall feme vnto you very malapert to manifeft
the fecret Loue that I haue and doe beare you at this inftant, for
which you ought not to blame me but your beautie, which
rendreth you excellent aboue al the reft, and maketh me your flaue
and pryfoner. I fpeake not of your commendable behauiour, of
your excellent and maruellous vertues, which be fuch and of fo
great eiFeft, as they would make the gods defcend to contemplate the fame. If then your excellent beautie and fliape, fo
well fauoured by nature, and not by art, may feeme to content the
immortall Gods, you ought not to be offended, if the fame do conftraine me to loue you, and to inclofe you in the priuie cabane of
my harte I befeeche you then, gentle Madame (the onely comfort
of my life) to haue pitie vpon him that dieth a thoufand times a
daye for you. In fo doing, my life fhall be prolonged by you, commending me humbly vnto your good grace." This faire gentlewo:

I

:

:

man

called Simphorofia, vnderftanding the fweete and pleafaunt
woordes vttered from the very harte of Philenio, could not disfemble her fighes, but waying her honor, becaufe ftie was maried.

2
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gaue him no anfwere at
to her place.

Nowe

it

all.

And the

daunce ended, (he retourned

chaunced, as thefe three ladies did

toge-

fit

ther iocundly difpofed to debate of fundrie mery talke, behold
Emerentiana, the wife of Seignior Lamberto, not for any euill,

but in fporting wife faid vnto her companions " Gentlewomen,
I haue to tell you a pleafaunt matter which happened to this
" What is that ? " faid her companions. " I haue gotten
day."
:

in dauncing, a curteous louer, a very faire

this night, (faid fhe)

Gentleman, and of fo good behauiour as any in the worlde who
he was fo inflamed with my beauty that he tooke no reft
day nor night " and from point to point, rehearfed vnto them, all
that he had faid. Which Panthemia and Simphorofia vnderftanding, anfwered that the like had chaunced vnto them, and
they departed not from the feafte before eche of theim knewe him
:

faid that

:

that was their louer

:

whereby they perceiued that

his

woordes

preceded not of faithfullLoue, but rather of follie and diffimulation,
in fuche wife as they gaue fo lyghte credite thereunto, as of cus-

geuen to the woordes of thofe that bee ficke.
And
all three with one accorde, had
confpired euery one to giue him mocke.
Philenio continuing
thus in Loue, fometime with one, fometime with another, and
perceiuing that euery of them feemed to Loue him, hee determined with himfelfe, if it were poflible to gather of them the laft
frute of his Loue.
But he was greatly deceyued in his defire,
for that all his enterprife was broken
and that done, Emerentiana whiche could not any longer diflemble the loue of the foolifhe
fcholer called one of her maydes, which was of a fayre complexion
and a ioly wenche, charging her that fhe fhould deuife meanes
to fpeake with Philenio, to geue him to vnderftande the loue
which her maiftrefl^e bare vnto him and when it were his pleafure

tome

is

they departed not from thence vntill

:

:

would one night haue him at home at her houfe.
Which newes when Philenio heard, he greatly reioyced, and faid
" Returne to your Maiftrefl^e, faire maide, and
to the maid
fhe willingly

:

commend me

vnto her, telling her in

her to loke for

me

my

this euening, if her

behalf, that I doe praye
hufband be not at home."

During which time, Emerentiana caufed a certaine number of
fagots of fharpe thornes to be made, and to be layd vnder her bedde
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ftill wayting for her minion.
When night was come, Philenio
toke his fworde, and went to the houfe of his enemy^ and calling at the dore with the watchworde the fame incontinently was

opened and after that they had talked a litle while together,
and banketted after the beft maner^ they withdrew themfelues into
the chamber to take their refte. Philenio had no foner put of
his clothes to gee to bedde, but Seignior Lamberto her hufband
came home which the MaiftrelTe of the houfe perceiuing, made
as though flie had bene at her wittes ende, and could not tell
whether to conuey her minion, but prayed him to hide himfelf
:

:

vnder the bedde.

Philenio feeing the daunger, wherein both he

and the wife were, not taking with him any other garmentes, but
only his fliirte, crept vnder the bed where he was fo cruelly prickt
and fcratched with the ,thornes, as there was no parte of his
body (from the toppe of his head to the fole of his foote) free
from bloud, and the more he fought to defende himfelfe in that
darke place, the more fharpely and piteoufly he was tormented,
and durft not crie for feare leaft Seignior Lamberto would kill
him. I will leaiie to your confideration in what plight this poore
wretche was in, who by reafon of his miferable being, as he was
brecheleffe in that terrible purgatorie, even fo was he fpeachleffe
and durft not fpeake for his life. In the morning when Segnior
Lamberto was gone forth, the poore fcholler put on his clothes fo
well as he could, and all bloudy as he was, returning to his lodging,
was like to die but being deligently cured by phificians, in fhort
:

time he recouered his former health.

Shortly after, Philenio

began to purfue again his loue towardes the other two, that is to
say, Panthemia and Simphorofia, and found conuenient time one
euening to fpeake to Panthemia, to whom he rehearfed his griefes
and continuall tormentes, praying her to haue pitie vpon him.
The fubtile and wife wenche Panthemia, fayning to haue compasfion vppon him, excufed her felfe by lacke of meanes to content
his defire, but in thend vanquifhed with faire fupplications and
maruellous

fighes, fhee

made him

to

come home

to her houfe,

and

being vnready, difpoyled of al his apparell to go to bed with his
Lady flie required hym to go with her into a litle clofet, wher all
her fwete fmels and perfumes were, to the intent he might be well

:
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perfumed before he went to bedde. The yong dolt not doubting
the fubtiltie of this wicked woman, entred the clofet and fetting
his foote vpon a borde vnnnayled from the ioyft, fell fo depe into
a ftore houfe where marchauntes vfe to lay there cottons and
wolles, as he thought he had broken his necke and his legges,
notwithftanding as fortune would he had no hurt. This poore
fcholler being in that darke place, began to feke for fome dore or

ladder to go out, and finding nothing for his purpofe he curfed
the houre and time that euer he knew Panthemia. When the

dauning of the day began to appeare, the fimple fot difcried in
one place of the ftorehoufe certain ventes in the wall, which gaue
fome light, becaufe they wer old and couered ouer with mofle,
in fuch wife, as he began with maruelous force, to pluck out
the ftones in the mofte decaied place of the wall, and made fo
great a hole, as he went out. And being in a lane hard by the
great flreate, barefoote and bare legged, and in his fhirt, he went

home

to his lodging

vnknowen

of any.

A

litle

whyle

after

Simphorofia vnderftanding of the deceits whiche the other twoo

had done to Philenio, attempted to geue hym the thirde, whiche
was not inferior to the other twayne. And for that purpofe, Ihe

began a
to

farre of to

knowe

cafiie

her amorous lokes vpon him, letting

that fhee was in great diflreffe for his Loue.

hym

This poore

foule hauing already forgotten his fortune pafte, began to walke
vp and downe before her houfe, like a man altogether tormented
and pained with Loue. Then Simphorofia, feing him to be farre
in loue with her, fent hym a letter by an old woman, whereby fhe

hym, that

and good behauior, fo puifTantly
no reft night nor day,
for the earneft loue that fhe bare him
wherefore fhe praied him
if it were his pleafure to come and fpeake with her.
Philenio
receiuing that letter, and perufing the contentes, not confidering
the deceite prepared for him, ne yet any longer remembring the
iniuries paft, was more ioyfull and glad then euer he was before
who taking pen and paper, aunfwered her againe, that he for
his parte fuiFered no leffe tormentes for her fake, yea and in readuertifed

his beautie

did gouerne her aflFedlions as fhe could take
:

fpe£t of vnfayned Loue, that he loued her farre better than fhe did

hym, and

at al

tymes when

ftiee

pleafed, hee

woulde be at her
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commaundement

to doe her feruice

tunitie found, Simphorofia caufed

and

after

many

Philenio, I

me

the aunfwere read, and opor-

:

him

in all

to

come home

vnto him

falfe fighes, fhe faide

knowe none other
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to her houfe,

"My

:

deare frend

the world, that hath brought

into this ftate and plighte wherein prefently I am, but you,

becaufe your beautie, good grace and pleafaunt talke, haue fo
fette

my

woode."

harte on fyre as I feele

Which

it

to kindle

and burne

like

drye

talke Maifter fcholler hearing, thought afluredly

that fhe confumed for loue of

him

:

this poore

Nodgecock, con-

triuing the time in fweete and pleafaunt woordes, with his dareling

Simphorofia, the time approched that he fhould go to bed with
his

faire

lady,

lenio, abide

who

faid

vnto him

:

"

My

fwete frend

Phi-

make fome banket and collation :/'
hande, caried him into her clofet adioyn-

a whyle, and

who

let vs

taking him by the
wher was a table ready furnifhed with exquifit confi£ts and
wynes of the beft. This gentlewoman had made a compofition
in the wyne, to caufe this yong gallant to fleepe for a certain
ing,

Philenio thinking no hurte, toke the cup and

time.

the wyne, and dranke

filled it

with

vp at one draught. His fpirits reuiued
he had bene very well perfumed and
wafhed in fwete waters, he went to bedde and within a while
after this drlnke began to woorke, and bee flepte fo foundly, as
canon fhot, or the greatefl: gonnes of the worlde were not able
to wake hym then Simphorofia perceiuing the drinke beginne

with

it

this refreftiing, after

:

to woorke, called one of her fhurdy maides that wel was inflrufted
in the

game of this pageant: both whiche carying this poore
by the feete and armes, and opening the dore very

fleepy fcholler

hym

foftlye,

they fayre and well beflowed

ftreete,

a good flone's cafte of from the houfe, where he lay

the nighte.

in the middefle of the
all

But when the dawning of the daye dyd appeare, or an

houre before, the drynke lofl: his vertue, and the poore foule began
to awake, and thinking that he had bene a bedde with the gentlewoman he perceiued hymfelf brechelefl!e and in his fhirt more dead
through the colde that he had endured, by lying ftarke
naked vppon the earth. The poore wretche was not able to help
himfelfe fo much as with his armes and legges, ne yet to fl:ande

then

aliue,

vppon

his feete without great paine: notwithftanding,

through
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creping and fprawling, hee got home to his houfe, vnfeene of anye,
and prouided fo well as hee could for recouery of his health:
and had it not been for his youth^ which did helpe him at that
In the ende,
inftant, his fmewes had been benommed for euer.
the
remembred
ftill
he
health
of
ftate
former
his
hauing atteined

and without fhewing any figne of anger or difpleafure, made as though he loued them all three better then euer he
did before^ and fometime feemed to be in loue with the one, and
fometime with an other: they againe for their part nothing mifiniuries paft,

good face on the matter,
vfinge amorous cheere and countenance towards him, but when his
backe was tourned, with mockes and floutes they toke their pleafure.
He bearing in his breft fecrete defpite, was ftill defirous
trufting the malice of Philenio, fet a

with his hand to marke them in the face, but like a wife man,
waying the natures of women, he thought it woulde redounde to
his greate

fhame and reproche,

if

hee did them any hurt

therefore reftrayning the heate of his choler vfed pacience.

yet by deuifing and

praftifing,

them and reuenged, hee was
after

it

in

:

and

And

how he might be euen with
great perplexitie.

Very

fhortly

chaunced that the fcholler had inuented a meane, eafely to

what to do,
Bologna
a very faire houfe which had a large hall, and comodious chambers: and purpofed to make a greate and fumptuous feaft, and
to inuite many Ladies and Gentlewomen to the fame: amongs
whom thefe three were the firfl: that fhould be bidden: which
accordingly was done: and when the feaft day was come the
three gentlewomen that were not very wife at that inftante, refatiffie his defire,

and

fo

fone as hee had fully refolued

fortune therunto was fauorable

:

who

hyred in the

citie of

paired thither nothing fufpefting the fcholler's malice.

end a

litle

to recreate the

Gentlewomen and

to get

In the

them a ftomacke,

attendinge for fupper time, the Scholler toke thefe his three louers

by the hand, and led them friendly into a chamber, fomewhat to
refrefli them.
When thefe three innocent women were come

Chamber, hee ftiut faft the doore, and going towards them, he fayde " Beholde faire ladies, now the time is come
for me to be reuenged vpon you and to make you fuffer the penaunce of the torment wherwith ye puniflied me for my great Loue."

into the Scboller's

:
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The Gentlewomen hearing
aliuBj

began

2$

thofe cniell woordes, rather dead then

to repent that euer they

had offended

hini^

that, they curfed themfehieSj for giuinge credit vnto

and

befides

him whom

The Scholler with fierce and angry
commaunded
them
vpon paine of their lines to
countenaunce
which fentence when thefe three godflrippe themfelues naked
they ought to haue abhorred.

:

defTes heard,

they began to loke one vppon another, weeping and

praying him, that although he woulde not for their fakes, yet in
fpe6t of his

owne

curtefie

faue their honor aboue

re-

and naturrall humanitie, that hee woulde

all

thinges.

This gallant reioyfing at their

humble and pitifull requefles was thus curteous vnto them, that he
would not once fufFer them to fland with their garmentes on in his
prefence the women cafling themfelues downe at his feete wept
bitterly, befeechijig him that he woulde haue pitie vpon them, and
not to be the occafion of a flaunder fo great and infamous. But
he whofe hart was hardened as the Diamonde, faid vnto them, that
this fafte was not worthy of blame but rather of reuenge.
The
:

women

difpoyled of their apparel (and flanding before him, fo free

from couering

as euer

was Eue before Adam) appeared

as beau-

tifuU in this their innocent flate of nakednes, as they did in their

brauerie

:

in fo

much

that the yong fcholler viewing from toppe

to toe, thofe fayre and tender creatures, whofe whitenefTe furpafTed

the fnow, began to haue pitie vppon them

remembraunce the

:

but calling to his

and the daunger of death wherein he was, he reiefted all pitie and continued his harde and obflinate determination.
Then he toke all their apparell, and
other furnitures that they did weare, and beftowed it in a little
chamber, and with threatning words commaunded all three to
The women altogether aftonned, began to fay
lie in one bed.
"Alas, what fooles be we ? what wil our hufbands
to themfelues
and our frendes fay, when they fhal vnderfland that we be found
naked and miferablie flaine in this bed ? It had been better for
vs to haue died in our cradels, than apprehended and found dead
The Scholler feeing them beflowed one
in this flate and plight."
like
hufband and wyfe, couered them
the
bed,
another
in
by
and
large
fheete, that no part of their bowhite
very
with a
feene
and
knowen,
and fhutting the Chamber
dies might be
:

iniuries paft

:
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to feeke their hufbands, which
and the daunce ended, he intreated
them to take the paines to goe with him who was their guide
into the Chamber where the three Mufes lay in their bedde, faying
vnto them " Sirs, I haue broughte you into this place to fhewe
you fome paftime and to let you fee the fayreft thinges that euer
you faw in your Hues, Then approching neere the bed, and holding a torch in his hand, he began fayre and foftly to lift vp the
fhete at the bed's feete, difcouering thefe fayre ladies euen to the
knees. Ye fliould haue feen then, how the hufbands did behold their white legges and their wel proporcioned feete, which
don he difclofed them euen to the ftomack, and fhewed their
legges and thighes farre whiter than alablafter, which feemed like
two pillers of fine marble, with a rounde body fo wel formed as
nothing could be better confequently he tourned vp the fheete a
litle further, and their ftomackes appeared fomewhat round and
plumme, hauing two rounde breafts fo firme and feate, as they
would haue conftrayned the great God lupiter to imbrace and
kifle them.
Whereat the hufbandes toke fo great pleafure and
contentmente, as coulde be deuifed I omitte for you to thincke
in what plighte thefe poore naked women weare, hearinge theyr
hufbandes to mocke them all this while they laye very quiet, and

him Philenio went

tloore after

were dauncing in the

hall

:

:

:

:

:

:

much

hem

or coughe, for feare to be knowen
the hufbands were earnefl with the Scholler to difcouer their faces,
durfl:

not fo

as to

but hee wifer in other mennes hurtes than in his owne, would
by no meanes confent vnto it. Not contented with this, the

yong

fcholler fhewed their apparel to their hufbands,

the fame were aflonned, and in viewing
they faid one to another

made

for

my

wife

:

"

Is

who

feing

with great admiration,
not this the gowne that I once
it

not this the coyfe that

I bought her ?
Is
not this the pendant that fhe weareth about her necke ? be not
?

Is

these the rings that fet out and garnifht her fingers ? "
Being
gone out of the chamber for feare to trouble the feafl, he would
not fuflPer them to depart, but caufed them to tarie fupper. The
Scholler vnderftandinge that fupper

of the houfe had difpofed
to

fit

downe.

And

all

was ready, and that the maifter
thinges in order, he caufed the geafles

whiles they were remouing and placing the
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and chayres, he returned into the chamber, wher the three
lay, and vncouering them, he fayd vnto them: "Bongiorno, faire Ladies did you heare your hufbandes ?
They be here
by, and do earneftly tarie for you at fupper.
What do ye meane
to do ?
Vp and rife ye dormoufes, rubbe your eyes and gape no
more, difpatche and make you ready, it is time for you now to
repayre into the hall, where the other gentlewomen do tarie for
you." Behold now how this Scholer was reuenged by interteignftooles

dames

:

ing them after this maner

then the poore defolate women, fearing

:

fom pitiful fuccefle, difpayring of
and difcomforted, rofe vp expefting rather
death than any other thing and tourning them toward the fcholler
they faid vnto him " Maifter Philenio, you haue had fufficient
reueng vpon vs the beft for you to do now, is to take your fword,
and to bereue us of oure life, which is more lothfome vnto vs than
pleafaunt and if you will not do vs that good tourne, fufTer vs
to go home to our houfes vnknowen, that our honours may be
faued." Then Philenio thinking that he had at pleafure vfed their
perfons, deliuered them their apparel, and fo fone as they were
ready, he let them out at a litle dore, very fecretlye vnknowen of
anye, and fo they went home to their houfes. So fone as they
had put of their fayre furnitures, they folded them vp, and layd
them in their cheftes which done, they went about their houfhold
bufines, till their hufbands came home, who being retourned they
founde their wives fowing by the fire fide in their chambers and
becaufe of their apparell, their ringes and iewels, which they had
feene in the Scholler's Chamber, it made them to fufpedt their
wiues, euery of them demaunding his feuerall wife, where fhe
had bin that nighte, and where their apparell was. They well
afl[ured of themfelues, aunfwered boldly, that they were not out
of their houfe all the euening, and taking the keyes of their cofers
fliewed them their aparell, their ringes and other things, which
Which when their hufbandes
their hufbandes had made them.
faw, they could not tell what to fay, and forthwith reiefted all
telling them from point
fufpicion, which they had conceiued
The women vnderthey
had
feen
that
night.
to point, what
ftanding thofe woordes, made as though they knew nothing and
would

leaft their cafe

forte to

their health, troubled

:

:

:

:

:

:

:
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and laughter betweene them^ they went to
bed.
Many times Philenio met his Gentlewomen in the ftreates
and fayde vnto them "Which of you was mofi: afraide or worfte
intreated ? " But they holding downe their heads, paffed forth
not fpeaking a word in this maner the Scholler was
after a little fport

:

:

requited fo well as he could of the deceites

done
three

againfl:

him, by the

Gentlewomen
aforefaid.
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THE FIFTYETH NOUELL.
The piteous and

chqfte death of one

of the muleters wiues of the
Queene of Nauarre.

Amboife, there was a muleter that ferued the Queene
to king Fraunces the firfte of that name, which
was broughte a bedde of a fonne at Blois to which towne the
faid muleter was gone to be paide his quarter's wages whofe wyfe
dwelled at Amboife beyond the bridges. It chaunced that of long
time one of her hufband's feruauntes did fo difordinately loue her,
as vppon a certaine day he could not forbeare but he mufle vtter
the efFeft of his loue borne vnto her.
Howbeit fhee being a right
honeft woman, tooke her man's fute in very ill part, threatning
to make her hufband to beat him, and to put him away, and vfed
him in fuche wyfe, that after that time he durft not fpeake thereof
any more, ne yet to make figne or femblance keeping yet that
In the

citie of

of Nauarre,

fifter

:

:

:

fier

couered within his

breft, vntill his

Maifler was ridden out

of the towne, and that his Maiftrefle was at euenfong at Saint
Florentine's, a

now

Church

who
how he might

of the Caftle, farre from her houfe:

being alone in the houfe, began to imagine

attempt that thinge by force, which before by no fupplication
For which purpofe, bee brake
or feruice he was able to attaine.

vp a horde betweene his Maiftrefle chamber and his but becaufe
the curteins of his maifter and maiftrefle bed, and of the feruauntes
of the other fide couered and hid the walles betweene, it could
not be perceyued, nor yet his malice difcried vntill fuche time as
his Maiftrefle was gone to bed, with a litle wenche of xii. yeares
of age: and fo fone as the poore woman was fallen into her
firft fleepe, this varlet entred in at a hole which he had broken,
and conueyed himfelf into her bed in his fhirt, with a naked
:

fworde in his hande who fo fone as flie felt him layed downe
by her, lepte out of her bed, perfwading him by all poflible
:

meanes meete

for

an honeft

woman

beaftly loue, rather acquainted

to do: and he indued with
with the language of his mulets
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than with her honeft reafons, fhewed himfelfe more beaftly then
the beafts with
feing her fo

whom

oft to

he had of long time bin conuerfant for
runne about the table that he could not
:

catch her, and alfo that

came him,

flie

was

fo ftrong, that twife flie ouer-

in difpaire that he fhould neuer enioy her aliue, hee

gaue her a great blow with

fword ouer the raines of the

his

and force could not make her to
yeld, paine and fmart fhould caufe her.
Howbeit, the contrarie
chaunced for like as a good man of armes when he feeth his
owne bloud, is more fet on fier to be reuenged vpon his enemies
euen fo the chafle hart of this woman, did
to acquire honor
reenforce and fortefie her courage in double wife, to auoyde
and efcape the hands of this wicked varlet, deuifing by all
meanes poilible by fayre words to make him acknowledge his
fault
but he was fo inflamed with furie, there was no place
in him to receiue good counfell.
And eftfones with his fword,
he gaflied her tender bodye with diuers and fondry ftrokes, for
back, thinking that

if

feare

:

:

:

the auoyding wherof, fo

faft as

her legges could beare her, fhe

ran vp and downe the chamber

and when through want of
bloud fhe perceiued death approch, lifting vp her eyes vnto
heaven, and ioyning her hands together, gaue thanckes vnto
God, whom fhe termed to be her force, her vertue, her pacience
:

humblie befeeching him to take in good part the
commandemente was flieade in honor of
that precious bloude, which from his owne fonne did ifTue vppon
the Crofle, whereby fhee did beleeue, firmelye and ftedfaftlye

and

chaftitie,

bloude whiche by his

her finnes were wiped

awaye and defaced from the
and in fayinge: " Lorde
receiue my foule which was dearely bought and redeemed with
thy bounty and goodnes " fliee fell downe to the ground vpon
her face where the wycked villaine inflifted her bodye with
manifold wounds: and after fhe had loft her fpeache and
the
that

all

memorye

of his wrathe and

anger,

:

force of her body, thys moft

wicked and abhominable varlet

toke her by force, whiche had no more ftrength and
power to
defende herfelfe and when he had fatiffied his
curfed defire, he
fled away in fuch hafl, as afterwards for
all the purfute
:

after

him he could not be found.

made
The yong wench which lay

1
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with her^ for feare hid herfelfe vnder the bed. But when flie
perceyued the villaine departed, fhee came vnto her Maiftreffe and
finding her fpeachlefle and without mouing, fhe cryed out at

window vnto the nexte neighbours

to come to fuccour
and they which loued her and efteemed her fo wel as any
woman in the towne, came prefently vnto her, and brought
diuers furgeons with them, who findinge vpon her body xxv.
mortall woundes, they did fo much as in them laye to helpe her
but it was impoffible. Howbeit fhee laye one houre without
fpeache, makinge fignes with hir eyes and hands, declaring
that fhe had not loft her vnderftanding being demaunded by the
prieft, of the fayth wherin fhe died, and of her faluacion, fhe
aunfwered by fuch euident fignes, as her liuely fpeach and communication coulde not haue declared it better, howe that her truft
and confidence was in the death of lefus Chrift, whom fhe hoped to
fee in the Celeftiall citie, and fo with a ioyfull countenaunce, her

the

her

:

:

:

eyes

to the heauens, fhe rendred her chaft body
and her foule to her Creator: and when fhee was

erefted vp

to the earth,

fhrouded ready to the buriall, as her neighbours were attending
to followe her to the Church, her poore hufbande'came home, and

he fawe, was the body of his dead wife before
wherof before that inftant hee had no newes. And
when he vnderftode the order of her death, he then doubled his
forrowe, in fuch wyfe that he was alfo like to die. In this fort was
this marter of chaftitie buried in the church of S. Florentine, where

the

firft

fight

his doore,

all

the honeft dames and wiues of the

citie

endeuoured themfelues

and to honour her with fuche reuerence as they
were able to do accomptinge themfelues mofl; happie to dwell in
that towne, where a woman of fuch vertuous behauiour did
The foolifh and wanton feing the honour done
dwell.
to that deade bodye, determined from that time
forth to renue their former life, and to chaunge
to

accompany

her,
:

the fame into a better.
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A king of Naples, alujing a
the

Gentleman's wife, in the end did weare

homes

himfelfe.

In the citie of Naples when king Alphonfus raigned^ in whofe
time wantonnefle bare chiefeft fway, there was a Gentleman fo
honeft, beautifull and comely, as for his good conditions and wel

Gentleman gaue to him his daughter in
grace was paffingly well
beloued and comfortable to her hiifband. The Loue was great
betwene them, till it chaunced vpon a flirouetide that the king
went a mafking into the citie, where euery man endeuoured to
intertaine him the beft he could.
And when he came to this
Gentleman's houfe, he was beft receyued of any place in all the
towne, afwell for banqueting, as for muficall fonges, and the
Gentlewoman, the fayreft that the king fawe in all the citie to his
contentacion. And vpon the end of the banket, fhe fang a fong
with her hufbande, with a grace fo good as it greatly augmented

knowen behauiour an

old

mariage, which in beautie and good

The king

her beautie.

conceyued not

hufband and
breake them

feeing fo

fo great

many

perfections in one body,

pleafure in the fweete accords of her

he did howe to deuife to interrupt and
difficultie for bringinge that to pafTe,

her, as

and the

:

was the great amitie that bee fawe betweene them, wherefore
he bare in his hart that paffion fo couert, as he poflibly could.

But

partly for his

will of

all,

the Gentleman

man

owne

bee feafted

folace

and comforte, and partly for good

the Lords and Ladyes of Naples, where
and his wife were not forgotten.
And becaufe
all

willingly beleeueth that he doth fee, he thought that the

gentlewoman promifed vnto him fome grace in time
the prefence of her hufband were no let therunto.
to proue whether his coniecture were true, he fent her
huf-

lokes of that

to come,

And

if

bande in commiffion
wekes.

not

felt

Rome, for the fpace of xv. dayes or iii.
he was gone, his wyfe which hitherto had
any long abfence from her hufband, made great forrow

And

to

fo fone as
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recomforted by the king,

by prefents and

gifts,

many

times

in fuch fort,

was not onely comforted, but contented with her hufAnd before the three weekes were expired of his
returne, fhe was fo amorous of the king as fhe was no lefle forowful of his commjng home, then fhe was before for his departure.
And to the intent the king's prefence might not be lofte, they
agreed together, that when her hulband was gone to his poflesfions in the countrie, fhe fhould fend word to the king, that he
might haue fafe repair vnto her, and fo fecretly that his honour,
(which he feared more then he did the fadt) might not be impaired,
Vpon this hope, this Ladie's hart was fet on a merie pin and when
her hufband was come home, fhee welcomed him fo wel, that
that

flie

bande's abfence.

:

albeit

he knewe

how

the king

made much

of her in his abfence,

yet he would not beleeue that he fo did for any difhoneft faft.

Howbeit by continuance of time, this fier that could not be
couered, by litle and litle began to kindle, in fuch wife as the

much of the truth, and watched the matter fo
was almofl oute of doubt. But for feare, leafl the
which did the wrong, fhould do him greater hurt, if he

hufband doubted
neere, as he
partie

feemed to know it, he determined to difTemble the matter: for
he thought it better to Hue with feme griefe, then to hazard his
life for

a

woman

difpleafure,
poffible.

woman

that did not loue

him

:

notwithftanding, for this

he thought to be euen with the king if it were
And knowinge that many times defpite maketh a

which Loue cannot bring to pafTe, fpecially
thofe that haue honourable harts and floute flomacks, was fo
bold without blufhing, vpon a day in fpeaking to the Queene, to
fay unto her, that he had pitie vpon her, for that fhee was no
better beloued of the king her hufband. The Queene which heard
" I cannot (quoth
tell of the loue betwene the king and his wife
I knowe well that
fhe) both enioy honour and pleafure together
honor I haue, whereof one receiueth the pleafure, and as fhe
hath the pleafure, fo hath not fhe the honor." He which knewe
wel by whom thofe words were fpoken, faid vnto her " Madame,
to do that

:

:

:

honor hath waited vpon you [euen from your birth, for you be of
fo good a houfe, as to be a queene or Empreffe, you cannot
VOL.

II.

c
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augment your

nobilitie^

hath deferued fo
that which
felf

much

but your beautie, grace, and honeftie,
pleafure, as flie that depriueth you of

incident to your degree, doth

is

then to your perfon.

more wrong

to her

For fhe for a glorie that hath turned
loft fo much pleafure, as your

her to fliame, hath therewithal!

Lady in the realme may haue. And I may faye
vnto you (Madame) that if the kinge were no king as he is, I
thincke that he could not excel me in pleafing of a woman : being
fure that to fatiffie fuch a vertuous perfonage as you be, he might
grace or any

exchaunge his complexion with mine." The Queene fmiling,
anfwered him " Although the king be of more delicate and
weaker complexion than you be, yet the loue that he beareth mee,
doth fo much content mee, as I efteeme the fame aboue all
thinges in the world." The gentleman faid vnto her " Madame,
if it were fo, I woulde take no pitie vpon you, for I know wel
that the honeft loue of your hart, would yeld vnto you great contentment, if the like were to be found in the king but God hath
:

:

:

forefeene and

preuented the fame,

leaft

enioyinge your

owne

you would make him your God vppon earth." " I confeffe vnto you (faide the Queene) that the Loue I beare him,
is fo great, as the like place he could not find in no woman's
" Pardon me, madame (faide the Genhart, as he doth in mine."
tleman) if I fpeake more francklye, your grace hath not founded
the depth of ech man's harte. For I dare be bold to fay vnto you,
that I do know one that doth loue you, and whofe loue is fo great,
defire,

as your loue in refpedte of his

is

nothing.

And

for fo

much

as

he feeth the kinge's loue to faile in you his doth grow and increafe, in fuch fort, that if your loue were agreable vnto his, you
fliould be recompenfed of all your lofles."
The Queene afwel by
his words as by his countenaunce, began to perceiue, that the

from the bottom of his hart, and called to her
remembraunce that long time he had endeuored to do her fervice,
with fuch aflfeftion, as for loue he was growen to be melancolike,
which fhe thought before, to rife through his wiue's occafion,

talke preceded

now {he affuredly beleued that it was for her fake. And
thus the force of Loue, which is well difcryed when it is not
fayned, made her fure of that, which was vnknowen to all the
but
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beholding the gentleman which was more amiable

than her hufband, and feing that he was forfaken of his wife,
as fhe of the king, prefled with defpite and ialoufie of her hufband,
and prouoked with loue of the gentleman, began to fay with
finger in eye, and fighing fobbs: "O my God, muft vengeaunce
get and win that at my hand, which Loue cannot doe ? " The
gentleman well vnderftanding her meaning, aunfweared: "Ma-

dame, vengeance is fweete vnto him which in place of killinge
an ennemye, giueth life to a perfefte freinde. I thincke it time
that trouth doe remoue from you the foolifhe loue, that you
beare to him which loueth you not and that iuft and reafonable
loue fhould expell from you the feare, which out not remaine in
a noble and vertuous hart.
But now madame, omittinge to
fpeake of the greatnefle of your eflate, let vs confider that we
be both man and woman, the moft deceiued of the world, and
betrayed of them which we haue moft dearely loued. Let vs
now be reuenged (madame) not onely to render vnto them,
what they deferue, but to fatiffie the loue which for my part I
can no longer beare, except I fhould die. And I thincke, that if
your harte be not harder than flinte, or Diamont, it is impoffible
but you muft perceiue fom fparke of fier, which increafeth more
than I am able to difTemble and if pitie of me which dieth for
your loue, doth not moue you to loue me, at leaft wyfe let loue
of your felf conftraine you, which (being fo perfeft a creature
as you be) doth deferue to enioy the hartes of the nobleft and
moft vertuous of the world. Suffer I fay, the contempt and
forfaking of him, [to] moue you, for whom you haue difdayned
The Queene hearing thofe wordes^ was fo
al other perfons."
feare
to
declare by her countenaunce the trouble
rauifhed, as for
of her fpirite, leaning vppon the Gentleman's arme, went into a
garden hard by her Chamber, where fhe walked a long time not
But the Gentleman feeing her halfe
able to fpeake a woord.
wonne, when he was at the ende of the Alley where none could
fee them, bee certified her by effefl:, the loue which fo long time
he kept fecrete from her. And both with one confent reioyced
And there deterin reuenge, whereof the paflGon was importable.
:

:

mined, that fo oft as hee went into the Country, and' the king
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from

his Caftell into the Citie,

to fee the Quene.

Thus

he

fliould

retourne to the Caftel

deceyuing the deceyuers,

all

foure were

The
two
the
and
accord made, they departed, the Lady to her Chamber,
had
Gentleman to his houfe, with fuch contentacion, as they
And the feare which either
quite forgotten al theyr troubles paft.
of them had of the aflembly of the king and of the Gentlewoman,
was tourned to defire, which made the Gentleman to go more oft
alone thought to enioy.

partakers of the pleafure, which

then he was wonte to doe into the countrye, being not paft halfe
a mile of. And fo fone as the king knew therof, he fayled not to
vifite his Lady, and the gentleman the night following went to the
Caftle to falute the Queene, to do the office of the kinge's Lieute-

naunt, fo fecretly as no

man

did perceiue

it.

This voyage en-

dured long time, but the king becaufe he was a publike perfon,
could not fo well diffemble his Loue, but all the worlde did vnder-

men

For diuers
light perfons behinde his backe would make homes vnto him,
in figne of mockerie, which he right well perceyued.
But this
mockerie pleafed him fo wel, as he efteemed his homes better
then the king's Crowne. The king and the Gentleman's wife one
day, could not refraine (beholding a Stagge's head fet vp in the
Gentleman's houfe) from breaking into a laughter before his face,
faying, how that head became the houfe very well.
The gentleman that had fo good a hart as he, wrote ouer that head thefe
ftand

it,

and

all

pitied the gentleman's ftate.

words.
Thefe homes I weare and leave for euery

But

man

to

view,

yet I weare them not in token they he trew.

The king retourning againe to the Gentleman's houfe, finding this
title newlye written, demaunded of the gentleman the fignification
of them.

Who

faid vnto him
" If princefje fecret things, be from the horned hart concealed.
Why fhould like things of horned Jjeqftes, to Princes be revealed.

But content your

:

felfe
all they that weare homes be pardoned to
weare their capps vpon their heads: for they be fo fweete and
pleafaunt, as they vncappe no man, and they weare them fo light,

as they thincke they

:

haue none at

all."

The king knew

well by
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but he neuer
For the Queene

his doings,

Queene and him.

was better contented wyth her hulhande's life, and with greater
eafe diflembled her griefe.
Wherefore eyther parts lived long
time in this loue, till age had taken order for diflblucion thereof.
"Behold Ladyes (quoth SaiFredante) this Hiftorye which for
example I have willinglye recited to thintente that when
your hufbands do make you homes as big as a Goate,
you maye render unto him the monftrous heade
" Peace (quoth Emarfuite
of a Stagge."
fmyling) no more wordes, leaft you
reuiue fome fleeping fweet foule,
which withoutflurwould not
awake, with any whispring,"
^
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THE FIFTY-SECOND NOUELL.
The rajhe

Gentleman againft a Princejfe of Flaunand ofthejhame that he receyued thereof.

enterprife of a

ders,

There was

in Flaunders a Lady of an honorable houfe^ which had
two hufbands, by whom fhee had no children that were then
liuinge.
Duringe the time of her widowhoode fhee dwelte within
one of her brothers^ that loued her very well, which was a noble
man, and had maried a king's doughter. This yong Prince was
muche giuen to pleafure, louinge huntinge, paftime, and the
company (of fayre Ladyes, accordingly as youth requireth. He
had a wyfe that was curfl and troublefome, whom the delectations of her hufband in no wyfe did contente and pleafe
wherefore this noble man caufed his fifter daily to keepe company with
his wyfe.
This Gentlewoman his fifter was of pleafaunt conuerfation, and therewithal very honefl: and wyfe.
There was in the
houfe of this noble man, a Gentleman whofe worfhip, beautye and
grace did furpaffe all the reft of his companions. This Gentleman
perceyuing the fifter of his Lorde and Maifter to be pleafaunte and
of ioyfull countenaunce, thoughte to proue if the attempt of an
honeft frende would be vouchfaued, but he founde her aunfwere
to be contrary to her countenaunce
and albeit that her aunfwere was fuch as was meete for a Princefle and right honeft
Gentlewoman, yet becaufe ftie perceyued him to be a goodly
perfonage, and curteous, fhe eafily pardoned his bold attempt,
and feemed that flie toke it not in ill part when he fpake vnto
:

:

Neuertheleffe fliee warned him, after that time, to moue no
fuch matter, which he promifed, becaufe he would not lofe his
her.

and the honour that hee conceyued to entertaine her.
Notwithftandinge, by procefle of time his affedlion increafed fo
pleafure,

much

as he forgot the promife which he had made her, wherefore
he thoughte good not to hazarde his enterprife by wordes, for
that hee had to long againft his wyll experimented her wyfe and

difcrete aunfweares:

and therewithall he thought

if

he could
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her in fome conueient place (becaufe {he was a yong
widow, of lufty yeares and good complexion) it were poffible fhee
woulde take pitie vppon him, and of herfelf. And that he might
bring his purpofe to effeftcj he faid to his Maifter that he had
befides his owne houfe very goodlie game, and that if it pleafed
iinde

him

three or foure Stagges in the moneth of May, he fhould
good paftime. The Lord afwell for the loue hee bare to
the Gentleman, as for the pleafure he had in hunting, graunted
his requefl:
and went to his houfe, which was fo faire and well
to

kill

fee very

:

furnifhed, as the beft

Gentleman in all the countrey had no better.
his Lord and Lady in one fide of the houfe,

The gentleman lodged

direftly againfl: it her whome he loued better
than himfelfe. The Chamber where his maiflres laye, was fo well
hanged with tapiftrie, and fo trimely matted, as it was impoflible

and in the other

to perceiue a falling dore, harde by the bed's
to his mother's chamber,

with the Catarre and Rume.

And

fide,

defcending

Lady, much troubled
becaufe fhe had a cough, fear-

which was an

old

ing to difeafe the Princefl^e which laye aboue her, fhe chaunged

And euery night the olde Gentlewoman brought comfifts to the Lady for her recreation, vpon
whom the Gentleman wayted, who (for that he was well beloued

her chamber with her fonne.

and very familier with her brother) was not refufed to be prefent at her rifing and going to bedde.
Whereby he daily toke
occafion to increafe his loue and affeftion in fuche forte as one
night, after he had caufed the Ladye to fit vp late, (fhe being furprifed with fleepe) he was forced to depart the chamber, and to
repaire to his own.
Wher when he had put on the moft brauefl:
:

perfumed

fliirt

that he had, and his cap for the night fo trimmely

dreffed, as there wanted nothing, he thought in beholding himfelf,

that there was no

Lady

in the world that would refufe his

Wherefore promifing himfelfe a happie
fuccefle in his enterprife, hee went to his bed where he purpofed
not long to abide, for the defire that he had to enter into
another, whiche fhould be more honourable and pleafaunt vnto
beautie and comlineflle.

him.

And

after

he had fent his

men away, he

rofe to fhut the

dore after them, and hearkened a good while, whether he could
heare any noyfe in the Ladle's chamber aboue. And when he was
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man was

at reft, he began to take his pleafaunt
and litle opened the falling dore, whiche
was fo'well trimmed with cloth^ that it made no noyfe at all,
and went vp to the Ladie's bed, fide, which then was in her firft
fleepe, and without refpefte of the bonde and promife that he
made vhto her, or the honorable houfe wherof flie came, without
fure that euery

iourney, and by

litle

down

leaue or reiierence, he laid himfelfe

befides her,

who

felt

him betwene her armes before fhe perceiued his comming. But
which was fomewhat ftrong, vnfolded her felf out of his handes,
and in afking him what he was, began to ftrike, to bite and
fcratche, in fuche wyfe, as he was conftrained (for feare leaft fhe
fhould crye out) to ftoppe her mouth with the couerlet, which
was impoffible for him to do. For when fhe fawe him to prefle
with all his force to defpoyle her of her honor, fhe fpared no part
of her might to defende and kepe her felfe, and called (fo loude as
fhe

woman of honor, that laye in her chamber, whiche
was a very auncient and fober gentlewoman, who in her fmock,
ran ftraight to her maiftreffe. And when the Gentleman perceiued
that hee was difcouered, hee was fo fearful) to be knowen of the
Ladye, as fone as he could hee fhifted himfelf down by his trapdore.
And where before he conceiued hope and afluraunce to be welcome,
now he was brought in defpaire for retourning in fo vnhappy fiate.
When he was in his chamber, he found his glaffe and candle vpon
the table, and beholding his face all bloudy with the fcratchings
and bitinges, whiche fliee had befl:owed vpon him, the bloud
wherof ran down his fayre fhyrt, better bloudied then gilted, he
began to make his moone in this wife " O beautie, thou art
fhe could) her

:

nowe payed thy

vppon thy vayne promife haue I aduentured a thing impoffible. And that which might haue bene
the augmenting of my delight is nowe the redoubling of my forowe.
Being aflured that if (he knewe howe contrary to my promife I
haue enterprifed
honefl and
al other.

defert, for

this foolifhe faft,

common

I

fhould vtterly forgoe the

conuerfation whiche

That which

my

I

haue with her aboue
and good behauiour

eftimation, beautie

doe deferue, I ought not to hyde in darkeneffe. To gaine her
loue, I ought not to haue afiTayed her chafte bodye by force, but
rather by feruice and

humble pacience, to wayte and attend

till

:
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man

is

For without loue

of no power and force."

and

in fuch teares, griefes

and

the vprtue and puiffance

Euen thus he

plaintes, as

In the morning,

vttered.

all

4I

paffed the night

can not be well reported

when he

Ijeheld his

bloudy face

mangled and torne, he fained to be very ficke, a«d that he
could abide no light, til the company were gone from his houfe.
The Ladye whiche thus remained viftorious, knowing that there
was no man in all her brother's Court, that durfl: attempt a deede
fo wicked, but her hofte which was fo bolde to declare his loue
vnto her, knew well that it was he. And when (he and her woman
of honour had fearched all the corners of the chamber to knowe
what he was, and could not finde hym, Ihe fayd vnto her woman
in great rage " Affure your felfe it can be none other, but the
Gentleman of the houfe, whofe villanous order I wyll reueale to
all

:

my

brother in the morning, in fuch forte, as his head Ihalbe a

witnefle and testimony of

my

chaftitie."

Her woman

feing her in

" Madame, I am right glad to fee the
loue and afFeftion which you beare to your honor, for the increafe
wherof you doe not fpare the life of one^ which hath aduentured
himfelfe fo muche for the loue that hee beareth vnto you. But
many times fuch one thinketh by thofe meanes to increafe loue,
which altogether he doth diminifhe. Wherefore (Madame) I
humbly befeche you to tell me the truthe of this fafte." And
when the Ladie had recompted the fame at lengthe, the woman of
honour fayd vnto her "Your grace doth fay that he got no other
thyng of you, but fcratches and blowes with your fifles." ''No,
I affure you (quod the Ladie) and I am certaine if hee gette hym
not a good Surgeon, the markes will be feene to morowe." " Wei
Madame (quod the gentlewoman) Athens it is fo, me thinketh you
haue greater occafion to prayfe God, then to mufe vpon reuenge
For you may beleue, that fithens he had the courage to enterprife
fo great an exploit, and that defpite hath failed him of his purpofe,
that furie, fayd vnto her

;

:

you can deuife no greater death for him to fuffer, then the fame.
If you defire to be reuenged, let Loue and fliame alone bring that
to paffe, who knowe better which way to tormente him than your
Take heede Mafelfe, and with greater honor to your perfone.
dame from falling into fuch inconuenience as he is in, for in

:
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place of great pleafure whiche he thought to haue gayned, he hath

any gentleman can fufFer.
your honor, you may
augment
to
thinking
by
And you Madame,
complaint, you
making
And
by
fame.
diminifh
the
decreafe and
For of
knoweth.
man
no
which
knowen,
fhal caufe that to be
reanything
be
neuer
fliall
there
his part (you may be affured)
receiued the extremeft anoyance, that

And when my Lorde

your brother at your requefte, fliall
execute the iuftice which you defire, and that the poore Gentleman
fhal be ready to die, the brute will runne that he hath had his
uealed.

pleafure

And

vpon you.

the greateft

numbre

will fay, that it is

Gentleman to doe fuche an enterprife, except
the Lady minifter fome great occafion. Your grace is faire and
yong, frequenting your life in pleafant company, there is none in
all the Court, but feeth and marketh the good countenaunce you
beare to that Gentleman, whereof your felfe hath fome fufpicion
which will make euery man fuppofe that if he hath done this enterAnd your honor
prife, it was not without fome confent from you.
which hetherto hath borne your port a loft, fhall be difputed vpon
The Prinin all places where this hiftorie fliall be remembred."
cefTe well waying the good reafons and aduife of her gentlewoman,
knewe that flie fpake the truthe and that by mofte iuft caufe flie
fhould be blamed confidering the familiaritie and good countenaunce which dayly flie bare vnto the Gentleman. Wherefore
flie inquired of her woman of honour, what was befte to bee done.
Who aunfwered her thus. " Madame, fith it pleafeth you to receiue mine aduife, by waying the affeftion whereof it procedeth,
me thinke you ought in your hart to reioyce, that the goodlieft,
and mofte curteous Gentleman that liueth, could neither by loue,
or force, defpoile you of your greateft vertue and chaftitie.
For
which (Madame) you are bounde to humble your felfe before God,
acknowledging that it is not done by your vertue, bicaufe many
women walking in a more paineful and more vnpleafaunt trade
then you do, haue humiliated and brought low by men farre more
vnworthy of loue, then he which loueth you. And ye ought now
to feare more than euer you did, to vfe any femblance and take of
very difficult

for- a

:

:

amitie, bicaufe there haue bene

time into daungers and

perils,

many that haue fallen the fecond
which they haue auoyded at the
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Remember (Madame)

that loue

man
And

eyes in fuch fort, as where a

ther his moft readie to

fal.

is

blind^
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who

blafeth

mens

thinketh the waye mofte fure,
I

fuppofe

Madame,

that you

ought not to feme to be priuie of this chaunce, neither to him, ne
yet to any els, and when he remembreth anye thing to you, doe
make as though you did not vnderftande his meaning, to auoyde
twoo daungers. The one of vaine glorie for the viftorie you haue
had, the other to take pleafure in remembring things, that be fo

which the moft chafte haue had much a do
from feling fome fparkes, although they feke
meanes to fhunne and auoyde them with all their poffible power.
Moreouer, Madame, to thende that he thinke not by fuche hazard and
enterprife to haue done a thing agreable to your minde, my counfell is, that by litle and litle, you doe make your felfe ftraunge, and
vfe no more your wonted grace vnto him, that he may know how
much you defpife his folly and confider how great your goodnefle
is, by contenting your felf with the viftory which God hath geuen
you, without feeking any further vltion or reuengement. And God
graunt you grace (Madame) to continue that honeftie which hee
hath planted in your hart, and by acknowledging that all goodnefle
procedeth from him, you may loue him and ferue him, better than
pleafaunt to the

fiefh,

to defend theimfelues

euer ye did."

The

Princefl^e

determined to credite the counfayle of

her gentlewoman, flepte with fo great ioye as the poore gentleman

waked with forrow.

On

the

morrow

the noble

man

ready to de-

vnto whom anfwere was made that he
was fo ficke, as he could not abide the light, or endure to heare
one fpeake. Wherof the Prince was fore abafhed, and would haue
vifited him, but that it was told him he was a flepe, and was very
Wherefore without bidding him farewell, he
loth to wake him.
departed, taking with him his wife and fifter, who hearing the
excufe of the Gentleman that would not fee the Prince, nor yet
his companie, at their departure, was perfuaded that it was he,
that had done her al that torment, and durfl; not fhew the markes
which fhe had figned in his face. And although his Maifter did
fende oftimes for him yet came he not to the Court, vntill he was
healed of his woundes, except that whiche loue and defpite had
made in his harte. When he came to the Courte and appeared bepart, afked for his hofte,
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fore his viftorious enemie, he blufhed for

Ihame of

And

company was

as

he which was the

many

ftoutefl:

of

all

the

his ouer throwe.

times being in her prefence, hee could not

tell

fo

aflonned

which way

Wherfore fhe was affiired that her
was certain and true, by litle and litle eftraunging her
felf from him, but it was not done fo fleightly or politikely
but that he perceiued well enough, and yet he durft
make no femblaunce, for feare of worfe aduenture.

to loke or tourne his face.

fufpicion

Notwithftanding he conferued both loue in his
hart,

and pacience in

lofTe

his

minde, for the

of his Ladie's fauour, which he

had right well deferued.
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THE FIFTY-THIRD NOUELL.
The loue of Amadour and Florinda : wherein he conteined mani
Jleightes and diffimulations, together with the renowmed chqftitie
of the faid Florinda.

In the Countie of Arande, in Aragon, a region in Spaine, there
was a Ladie whiche in the heft time of her youth, continued the
widow of the Earle of Arande, with one fonne, and one daughter,
called Florinda,

The fayde Lady brought vp her

children in

all

vertue and honeftie, meete and conuenable for Lordes and Gentle-

men, in fuch

forte, as

moft honorable in

all

her houfe was

renowmed

the Region of Spaine.

to be

Many

one of the

times fhe re-

paired to Tolledo, where the kinge of Spaine helde his Court, and

when

fhe

came

which was harde adioyning to the
and in the Courte,
good eftimation as any Lady might be.

to Sarragofa,

court, fhe continued long with the Queene,

where fhe was had in

Vpon

fo

a time going towardes the king, according to her cuftome,

which was at Sarragofa, in his caftle of lafferie, this Lady pafTed
by a village that belonged to the Viceroy of Catalongne, who flill
continued vppon the frontiers of Parpignon, for the great warres
that were betwene the Frenche king and him. Howebeit, at that
time peace being concluded, the Viceroy with

all

his captaines

were come to do reuerence to the king. The Viceroy knowing
that the CountefTe of Arrande did pafTe through his countrie, went
to mete her, as well for auncient amitie, as for the honor he bare
vnto her being allied to the kyng. Nowe this Viceroy had in his
companye diuers honefl: Gentlemen, whiche through the frequentation and continuance of the long warres, had gotten fuche

honour and fame, as euery man that might fee them and behold
them did accompt them felues happy. But amonges all other,
there was one called Amadour, who although he was but xviii.
or XIX. yeares of age, yet he had fuch an alTured grace and witte
fo excellent, as he was demed amongs a thoufand perfones worthy to haue the gouernement of a common wealth, whiche good
witte was coupled with maruellous naturall beautie, fo that there
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was no

eye, but did

content

it

felf eftfones

beholde hym.

to

beautie fo exquifite, was affociated with wonderfull
eloquence, as doubtfull to fay, whether merited greateft honor,
But that
either his grace and beautie, or his excellent tongue.

And

this

which brought him into beft reputation, was his great hardinefle,
whereof the common reporte and brute was nothing impeached
For in fo many places he fhewed his
or ftaied for all his youth.
chiualrie, as not only Spain but Fraunce and Italie, did Angularly

commend and

forth his vertue

fet

:

bicaufe in

all

the warres

any daunger.

wherin he was prefent, he neuer fpared him
And when his countrie was in peace and quiet, he fought to ferue
in ftraunge places, being loued and eftemed both of his frendes
and enemies. This Gentleman for the loue of his Captaine was
felf for

into that countrey, where was arriued the Counteffe of
Arande, and in beholding the beautie and good grace of her
daughter, which was not then paft xii. yeres of age, he thought
that fhe was the faireft and moft vertuous perfonage that euer he

come

fawe

and that

:

if

he could obtaine her good

will,

well fatiffied as if he had gained all the goods

worlde.

And

after

he fhould be fo

and pleafures of the

he had a good whyle viewed her, for

impoflibilitie that reafon could deuife to the contrary,

all

the

he deter-

mined to loue her, although fome occafion of that impoffibilitie
might ryfe through the greatnefle of the houfe wherof fhe came,
and for want of age which was not able as yet to vnderftande the
paflions of loue.

But

againft the feare thereof he

was armed

with good hope, perfuading himfelfe, that time and patience
would bring happie ende to his trauayle and from that time
:

Loue whiche without any other occafion than by his own
was entred the harte of Amadour, promifed him fauour and

gentle
force

helpe by

all

meanes

poffible to attaine the fame.

for the greateft difficultie,

which was the

And

to prouide

farre diftance of the

wher he dwelt, and the fmall occafion that he had thereby any more to fee Florinda, he thought to marry againft his
determination made with the ladies of Barfelone and Parpignon,
countrie

amonges

whom

he was

fo

conuerfant by reafon of the warres, as

he femed rather to be a Cathelan, than a Caftillan, although
he wer borne by Tollede, of a riche and honourable houfe, yet
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no great patrimonie

Notwithftanding, loue and fortune feing him forfaken

of his parentes, determined to accomplifhe feme notable exployt
in him, and gaue

him (by meanes

of his vertue) that which the

lawes of his countrey refufed to geue.
in faftes of warre,

and was

Rulers, as he refufed

many

He

had good experience
Princes and

fo well beloued of al

times their goodes, being refolued

not to care or efteme the benefites of Fortune. The Countefle
of whome I fpake, arriued thus at Saragofla, was very well interThe Gouernour of
tained of the king, and of his whole Court.
Catalogne,

many times came thither

to vifite her,

whom Amadour

neuer failed to accompany, for the onely pleafure he had to talke

with Florinda: and to make

himfelfe to

be

knowen

in

the

company, hee went to Auenturade, whiche was the daughter of an
old knight that dwelt hard by the houfe, whiche from her youth
was brought vp with Florinda, in fuch familiar forte, as {he knewe
Amadour, as well for the honeftie
all the fecrets of her harte.
that he found in her, as for the liuing of iii.m. ducates by the
veare which fhe fliould haue with her in mariage, determined to
geue her fuch intertaignement, as one that was difpofed to marry
Wherunto the gentlewoman did willingly recline her eare
her.
and bicaufe he was poore, and the father of the damofell rich,
fhe thought that her father would neuer accorde to the mariage,
except it were by meanes of the Counteffe of Arande. Wherupon
fhe went to madame Florinda, and faide vnto her " Madame,
you fee this Caftillan gentleman, which fo oftentimes talketh with
me, I doe beleue that his pretence is to marry me you do know
:

:

:

what

a father I haue,

who

will

neuer geue his confent,

if

he be not

perfuaded therunto by my Lady your mother and you.'' Florinda
which loued the damofell as her felfe, affured her that fliee would
take vpon her to bring that matter to pafle, with fo earneft traThen Auenturade. brought
uaile as if the cafe were her own.

who after he had faluted her, was like
and although he were compted the mofle
eloquent perfone of Spaine, yet was he now become mute and
dumb before Florinda, wherat fhe maruelled much for albeit fhe
Amadour
to

fall

before Florinda,

in a

fowne

for ioy,

:

was but

XII. yeares

of age, yet fhe vnderflode that there was no

:
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had a better tongue, or a more conuenable
And feing that he faid nothing vnto her, fhe
grace than he.
fpake vnto him in this wife " The fame which is bruted of you
(fir Amadour) throughout the whole countrie of Spaine, is fuch as
it maketh you knowen and eftemed in this company, and giueth

man

in Spaine that

:

defire

and occafion to thofe that know you, to imploy themdo you pleafure wherefore if there be any thing wherin

felues to
I

may

:

me

gratifie you, vfe

vpon the beautie of that

him

was rapt and

And

to render thankes vnto her.
fee

Amadour

befech you."

I

lady,

without aunfwere, yet fhe

that gafed

not well able

furprifed,

although Florinda maruelled to

imputed

it

rather to bafhfulnefle

than to any force of loue, and departed without further talke.

Amadour knowing

the vertue which in fo tender yeares began to

appeare in Florinda, faide vnto her

"Doe

my

not maruell, though

whome

he purpofed to marry

Madame

fpeache do fayle before

and difcretion, hidden in that yonge
perfonage, did fo amafe mee, as I wifte not what to faye but I
praye you Auenturade (quod he) who knoweth all her fecretes, to
tell me, if it be otherwyfe poflible, but that fhe hath the harte of
Florinda, for the vertues

:

all

the Lordes and Gentlemen of the Court

:

for they

her and doe not loue her, be ftones, or beaftes."

which know
Auenturade

whiche then loued Amadour more than all the men in the worlde,
and would conceale ^nothing from him, faid vnto him: that Madame Florinda was generally beloued but for the cuftome of
:

men

"And (quod fhe)
none that make any femblance of loue vnto her,
but two young Princes of Spaine, which defire to marry her,
whereof the one is the fonne of the Infant Fortune, and the
" I praye you then (quod Amaother of the Duke of Cadouce."
the countrie, fewe
as yet I

dour) to

"She

is

did fpeake unto her.

fe

tell

fo

me which
wife"

faid

of

them

as

you think, doth loue her

Auenturade, "that

beft."

fhe. will confeffe

or

graunt her loue to none, but to fuch as her mother pleafeth. But
yet fo far as we can iudge fhe fauoureth muche better the fonne
of the Infant Fortune, than the Duke of Cadouce and for that I
take you to be a man of good iudgment, this day you fhall haue
:

occafion to confider the truth
is

brought vp in Court,' and

:

is

for the fonne of the Infant

one of the

goodliefl:

and

Fortune

perfedleft
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and if the mariage do prowhich be her women, he fhalbe
aflured to haue Madame Florinda
and then fhalbe ioyned
together the goodlieft couple in the world. And you muft vnderin al chriftendome

:

cede, according to our opinion,

:

ftand, that although they be both very yong, Ihe of xii. yeares

of age, and he of xv. yet

is

there three yeares

pafi:

fince their loue

began and if you be difpofed aboue other to obtain her
fauour, mine aduife is, that ye become friend and feruaunt vnto
him." Amadour was very ioyfuU to heare tell that his Lady
loued fome man, trufting that in tyme he fhould wynne the
place, not of hufbande, but of feruaunt for he feared nothing
firft

:

:

at

all

of her vertue, but a lacke of difpofition to loue.

communication, Amadour bent himfelfe

And

after

haunt the focietie
of the fonne of the Infant Fortune, whofe good will he fone
recouered, for all the paftimes whiche the yong Prince loued,
Amadour could doe right well and aboue other, he was very
cunning in riding of horffes, and in handling al kindes of armes
and weapons, and in all other paftimes and games meete for a yong
Gentleman, Warres began in Languedoc, and Amadour was
forced to retire with the Gouernour, to his great forrowe and grief,
for he had there no meane to returne to the place where he
might fe Florinda. For which caufe he fpake to his owne brother, whiche was Steward of the king of Spaine's houfhold, and
declared vnto him what courtefie he had found in the houfe of the
Countefle of Arande, and of the damofel Auenturade: praying
him that in his abfence he would do his indeuour, that the mariage
might proceede, and that he would obtaine for him the credit and
this

to

:

good opinion of the king and Queene, and of al his friendes. The
Gentleman which loued his brother, as well by nature's inftigation,
as for his great vertues, promifed him his trauaile and induftrie
to the vttermofte.
father,

nowe

Which

he did in fuch wife as the old

man

forgetting other naturall refpeft, began to

her

marke

and beholde the vertues of Amadour, which the Countefle of
Arande, and fpecially faire Florinda, painted and fet foorth
vnto him, and likewyfe the Yong earl of Arande whiche increafed
in yeares, and therewithall in loue of thofe that were vertuous,
and geuen to honeft exercife. And when the mariage was agreed
,
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betweene the parentes^ the

faid

Steward fent

the truce endured betwene the two

for his brother whileft

About

kings.

king of Spain retired to Madric, to auoyd the

many

this time, the

euil aire that

was

in

where by the aduife of diuers of his counfell,
and at the requefl: of the Counteffe of Arande, he made a
mariage betwene the yong Ducheffe the heire of Medina Celi, and
the yong Earle of Arande, as wel for the vnion of their
places,

houfe, as alfo for the loue he bare to the faid Countefle.

And

mariage was celebrated in the Caftell of Madric, whereunto repaired Amadour, who fo well obtained his fuite, as he
this

maried her, of

whom

he was muche better beloued, than his fmal

was a couerture and
his minde and delight
inceffantly remained
after he was maried, he became well acquainted and familiar in the houfe of the Counteffe, fo that he was
fo conuerfaunt amonges the Ladies, as if he had bene a woman
and although hee was then but xxii. yeares of age, he was fo
wife and graue, as the Counteffe imparted vnto him all her affaires,
commaunding her fonne and daughter to intertayne him, and to
loue toward her deferued, fauing that

meanes

for

him

to frequent the place

it

where

:

credite all thinges wherein hee
this great eftimation,

gaue

he behaued him

:

Hauing wonne

wyfe and

knewe no

that euen the partie whiche he loued
tion

counfell.
felfe fo

politike,

parte of his affec-

but by reafon of the loue that Florinda bare to the wife of
fhee loued more than any other woman, {he was

Amadour, whome
fo familiar

with him, as

declaring vnto

him

all

fliee

diffembled

no part of her thought,

the loue that (he bare the fonne of the

and he that defired nothing more than throughly
winne her, ceaffed not from continuance of talke, not caring
whereof he fpake, fo that he might hold her with long difcourfe
Amadour had not after his mariage continued a moneth in that
companie, but was conftrained to retire to the warres, where hee
continued more than twoo yeares, without retourne to fee his wife,
who ftill abode in the place where flie was brought vp. During
Infant Fortune

:

to

the time,

Amadour wrote many

letters

chiefeft fubftance therof confifted in

who

for her part failed

vnto his wife, but th^

commendations

not to render

like

to Florinda,

vnto him,

writing fome pretie worde or pofie with her

own

many

times

hand, in the

:
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letter

diligent

many

Which made

$

her hufband

I

Amadour

times to write again vnto her, but in al this doing

Florinda conceiued nothing, but that he loued her with fuch like
loue as the brother oweth to the

Many

fifter.

times

Amadour

went and came, but in the fpace of fiue yeares he neuer fawe
Florinda twoo monethes together notwithftanding, Loue in des:

and long abfence, ceaffed not to increafe
and it chaunced that hee made a voyage home to fee his wyfe,
and founde the Countefle farre from the court, bicaufe the kyng
of Spain was done to Vandeloufie, and had taken with him the
yong Earle of Arande, whiche then began to here armes. The
Countefle was retired to a houfe of pleafure, which fliee had vpon
pite of their diftaunce

the frontiers of Arragon and Nauarre, and was right ioyfull
fliee fee

He was

Amadour, who almofte

when

three yeares had bene abfent.

very well recieued of euery man, and the countefle com-

maunded

that he fhould be vfed and entreated as her howne fonne.
During the time that he foiourned with her, flie communicated
vnto him all the affaires of her houfe, and committed the greatefl:
trufi:

as in

thereof to his difcretion,
all

places where he

who wan fuch

lifte,

credite in the houfe

the dores were opened vnto

him

:

whofe wyfedome and good behauiour made him to be eftemed
like a Sainft or Aungell. Florinda, for the loue and good wyll flie
bare unto his wyfe and him, made muche of him in all places where
fhe fawe him and therfore tooke no hede vnto his countenaunce,
for that her hart as yet felt no paflSon, but a certen contentation
in her felfe, when fhe was in the prefence of Amadour, and of
any other thing fhe thought not. Amadour to auoyde the iudgement of them that haue proued the difiference of Louers countenaunces, was very ware and circumfpeft for when Florinda came
to fpeake vnto hym fecretly (like one that thought no hurt) the
fier hydden in his brefle, burned fo fore, as he could not flaye
the blufhyng colour of his face, nor the fparkes whiche flewe
:

:

and to the intent, that through long frequennone might efpie the fame, he intertaigned a very
fayre Ladye called Paulina, a woman in his tyme accompted fo
out of his eyes

:

tation,

fayre, as fewe

men whiche

behelde her, coulde efcape her bondes.

This Ladye Paulina vnderftanding howe Amadour vfed

his

Loue

:
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and Parpignon, and how he was beloued of the fayreft
Ladies of the Countrie, and aboue all of the CountefTe of Palamons,
whiche in beautie was pryfed to be the fayreft in all Spayne^ and
of many other, fayde vnto hym "That fliee had great pitie of
at Barfelone

:

hym,

manye good Fortunes, he had maried a wyfe
fo foule and deformed."
Amadour vnderftanding well by thofe
woordes, that fhe had defyre to remedy her owne neceflitie, vfed
the beft maner he coulde deuife, to the intent that in makyng her
beleue a lye, he fhould hyde from her the truthe.
But fhee
for that after fo

fubtile

and well experimented

in

Loue, was not contente with talke,

but perceyuing well that his harte was not

fatiffied

with her Loue,

doubted that hee coulde not feme his Lady in fecrete wife, and

marked hym fo nere, as daylye fhe had a refpedle and
watche vnto hys eyes, whiche hee coulde fo well diffemble, as fhe
was able to iudge nothyng, but by darke fufpicion, not without
therefore

great payne and difficultie to the Gentleman, to

whome

Florinda

dyd reforte many tymes in prefence
of Paulina, whofe demeaner then was fo familiar, as he with maruellous payne refrayned his lookes againft his harte and defire
and to auoyde that no inconuenience fliould enfue, one daye
(ignoraunt of

all

their malice)

fpeaking to Florinda, as they were both leaning at a
thefe words:

better

to

"Madame,

fpeake or to

I

befeche you to

tell

wyndow, fayd
mee whether it is

Whereunto Florinda anfwered

die."

my frendes to
fpeake and not to dye for there be fewe wordes fpoken but that
they may be amended, but the life loft cannot be recouered."
" Promife me then " faid Amadour, " that not onely ye will
accept
readily, faying

!

"

I

will

euer geue councell to

:

thofe wordes

which

abafhed,

ye haue heard the end of

fhe

till

aunfwered

:

I

will fay,

" Say what

but

alfo

not to be aftonned or

my

tale,"

pleafe you, for if

it

me none other fhall affure me." Then he began
her: "Madame, I haue not yet bene defirous to
you the great

affection

which

I

To whom

you do

affray

to faye vnto
difclofe

beare you, for twoo caufes

vnto

the
one, bicaufe I attend by my long feruice, to fhewe you the
experience thereof: the other, for that I doubted you would thinke
a great prefumption in me (which am but a poore gentleman)
to
infinuate my felfe in place whereof I am not worthy and although
:

:
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were a Prince

as

you

be, the loyaltie yet of

your harte,

5 3

will

not

permitte any other, but him which hath already taken pofleffion

meane

(the fonne I

of the Infant Fortune) to vfe in talke

any

matter of loue but Madame, like as neceflitie in time of great
warr conftraineth men to make hauoke of their owne goodes, and
:

confume the greene come, that the enemy take no profit and
euen fo doe I hazard to aduaunce the frute, which
in time I hope to gather, that your enemies and mine may inioye
thereof none aduauntage. Knowe ye Madame, that from the time
of your tender yeares, I haue in fuch wyfe dedicated my felfe to
your feruice as I ceafle not flill to afpire the meanes to achieue
your grace and fauour and for that occafion, I did marry her
whome I thought you did loue beft and knowing the loue
you beare to the fonne of the Infant Fortune, I haue indeuoured
to ferue him as you haue fene
and that wherein I thought you
dyd delighte, I haue accompliflied to the vttermofte of my power.
You doe fee that I haue gotten the good wil of the Counteffe your
mother, of the Earle your brother, and of all thofe that doe beare
you good wyll in futche forte as in this houfe I am eftemed, not
like a feruaunt, but as a fonne
and all the labour whiche I haue
fuftayned thefe fiue yeares paft, was for none other caufe, but to
lyue all the dales of my life with you and vnderftand you wel
that I am none of thofe whiche by thefe meanes doe pretende to receiue of you anye profite or pleafure, other than that which is good
to

reliefe thereof,

:

:

:

:

:

:

and vertuous I do know that I can neuer marrie you, and if I could
I would not for letting the loue that you beare vnto him, whom
I defire to be your hufbande, likewife to loue you in vicious forte,
like them that hope to recompence their feruice with difhonour
of their Ladies, I am fo farre of from that afFe£tion, as I had rather
be dead than to fee you by defert worthy of lefle loue, and that
your vertue fhoulde by any meanes be diminiflied for any pleafure
that might happen vnto mee. I do pretend and craue for the ende
and recompence of my fervice, but one thing which is, that you
will continue my loyall and faithfull maiftrefle, neuer to withdrawe from me your wonted grace and fauour, and that you will
maintaine mee in that eftate wherein I am. Repofinge your trufl:
and fidelitie in me more than in any other, making your felfe fo
:

:
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me, as if for your honor or any caufe touching your
you ftand in neede of the life of a Gentleman^ the fame
in like
flial right willingly be employed at your commaundement
maner all thinges vertuous and honeft which euer I fhal attempt
and
I befeech you to thinke to be done onely for the loue of you
any
thing
be,
if I haue done for Ladies of lelTe reputacion than you
worthy of regard, be affured that for fuch a maiftreffe as you be,
my enterprifes flial increafe in fuch fort, as the things which I
found difScult and impoffible, ftiall be eafelie for me to accom-

affured of

perfon,

:

:

pliflie

mine

:

but

if

you do not accept mee to be wholy yours, I deterand to renounce valiaunce, becaufe it

to giue ouer armes,

wherfore, Madame, I
hath not fuccoured me in neceffitie
humblie befeech you that my iufl; requeft may not be refufed, fith
with your honour and confcience you cannot well denie the fame."
The yong Lady hearing this vnaccuftomed fute, began to chaunge
:

her colour, and to cafte

downe her

woman,
him " If

eyes like an amafed

notwithftandinge, being wyfe and difcrete fhe faid vnto

:

(Amadour) your requefl vnto me be none other than you pretende,
wherefore have you difcourfed this long Oration ? I am afraid left
vnder this honefte pretence there lurketh fome hidden malice to
deceiue the ignoraunce of my youth, wherby I am wrapt in great
perplexitie how to make you aunfwere
for to refufe the honeft
amitie which you' haue offered, I (hall doe contrary to that I haue
done hitherto, for I haue repofed in you more truft than in any
lining creature
my confcience or mine honour cannot gainefay
your demaunde, nor the loue that I beare to the fonne of the Infant
Fortune, which is grounded vpon fayth of mariage where you
fay that you pretende nothinge but that is good and vertuous, I
cannot tell what thing fhould let me to make you aunfwere according to your requeft, but a feare that I conceiue in hart,
founded vpon the fmall occafion that you haue to vfe that fpeache,
for if you haue alreadye what you demaunde, what doth conftraine
you to fpeake fo affeftuouflie ? " Amadour that was not without
" Madame, you fpeake very
an aunfweare, faid vnto her
wifely, and you do me fo much honour, for the confidence and
trufte which according to your fayinge you do repofe in me, as if
:

:

:

:

I

doe not content

my

felfe

with fuch a benefite,

I

were the vn-

:
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worthiefl man aliue
but vnderftande Madame^ that he which
goeth about to builde a perpetual manfiorij ought to haue regard
to a fure and firme foundacion wherfore I which defire perpe:

:

meanes

tually to remaine your feruaunte, doe feeke not onely the

my

to kepe

neare about you, but alfo to forefee that none

felfe

doe vnderftand the great affeftion that

my

though

mind be

manye times

ignorant and vnfkilfull of louers harts, as
contrary to trouth, wherof proceedeth
to fay

:

fo

and declare vnto you thus much,
els

but marke and efpie

and when you

I

any

her iudgemente, that I

figne

is

whereby

fhee

if

fo bold

the fufpicion that

my countenaunce
me

fo

will iudge

made me

cannot loue her

vfe your familiar talke with

afraide to fhewe

may

brute and report, as

ill

the caufe which hath

Paulina hath conceyued, for that

nothing

for al-

:

whole worlde, yet there bee fome

difclofe it felfe before the

the effeftes were wicked

do beare you

I

vertuous and honeft, as the fame

fo

:

who doth

in euerye place,

before her, I

maye grounde

am

fo

or verifie

into that inconuenience, which I would

fall

I haue thought good to befeech you
and thofe which you do know to be fo malicious) to
refraine from talkinge with mee fo fodainlye, for I had rather dye,
than anye liuinge creature fhould haue miftrufl; thereof: and were
it not for the loue which I beare vnto your honour, I had not yet
declared the fame vnto you, for I do hold my felfe fufficiente happy
and content of the onely loue and affiaunce that you put in me,
crauing nought els butt the continuance of the fame." Florinda
wel fatiffyed with this aunfwere, began to feele in harte a further
thing to growe than euer fhe did before: and hearing the honeft
reafons alleaged by him, faid, that her honeftie and vertue flioulde
make aunfweare for her, and therewithall aflented to his demaunde
whereof whether Amadour were ioyful, Louers neede not doubt
but Florinda credited more his counfell, than he would haue had
her.
For fhee being fearefull and timerous, not onely before
Paulina, but in all other places, vfed farre other countenaunce
than fhe was wont to do and in this alienation of her former
familiarity, flie mifliked the conuerfation that Amadour had with
Paulina, whofe beauty was fuch, that Ihe could not otherwife
beleeue, but that hee loued her and Florinda to pafle ouer her

willingly auoyde

:

wherefore

(before her

:

:

:
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heauinefle, daily vfed the

company

of Auenturade^ that began

marueloufly to be ialous betweene her hufbande and Paulina,
whereof fhee made complaint many times to Florinda, who comforted her fo well as fhee coulde, like one attached with the
difeafe

:

Amadour

fame

coniefturinge by the countenaunce of Florinda,

was eftraunged from hym through his former
aduertifement, but alfo that there was fome other difpleafure conceyued, comming vpon a time, from euenfong out of the Monas" Madame, what countenaunce do you
terie, he fayd vnto her
"
Such as I thincke doth pleafe you beft," anfwered
make me? "
Florinda. Then Amadour fufpefting a matter, to know whether
" Madame, I haue fo vfed Paulina,
it were true, began to faye

that not onely

fliee

:

:

as

flie

beginneth to give ouer her opinion of you."

She anfwered

"Ye

cannot do a better thing either for your felfe or for
rae for in doing your felfe a pleafure, you do honour vnto me."
Amadour iudged by thefe words that fhe thought he toke pleafure
to taike of Paulina, wherewith he became fo defperate, as hee
could not forbeare to fay vnto her in anger " Madame, you begin

him:
:

:

very fone to torment your feruante

:

greeuous vnto mee, than to be forced to fpeake to her
loue not: and Athens al that which I do for your feruice
in

ill

and

part, I wil

to diflemble

more

there was neuer paine

whom
is

neuer fpeake againe vnto her, whatfoeuer happen

mine anger and contentacion,

I

taken

I wil addrefle

:

my

fome place hereby, till your fancie be ouer paft but I
hope I fhall receiue newes from my captaine, to retourne to the
warres, where I will fo longe continue, as you fhall well knowe,
that nothing els but you alone doth force me to tarrie here." And
felfe to

:

in faying fo,

without attending for her aunfwere, hee incontinently

departed, and fhee remayned fo fad and penfive as

coulde be
as fhee

him

:

and loue began to fhewe

knowing her wrong

any woman
wyfe

his greate force in fuch

incefTantly,

wrote to

Amadour praying

to retourne home, which he did within a few dayes after that

his choler

interrupte

was pafl, and to tell you what bufinefTe there was, to
and breake the ialoufie conceiued, it were fuperfiuous

but in the ende, he

:

wanne

the

field, fo

that fhe promifed him, not

onely to beleeue that he loued not Paulina, but alfo helde her felfe
alTured that it fhould be to him a martirdome intollerable, to

:
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were to do her ferulce
and that

this prefente fulpicion,

two louers began to take more pleafure in their mutuall talke
than euer they did before newes came that the king of Spaine
the

:

was about to addres his Armie to Saulfe, wherfore he that was
wont to be there with the firfi:, was not like now to fayle to augment his honour but true it is, that his griefe was prefently more
:

greate, than at other times before, afwell for lofinge the pleafure

which he enioyed, as

for feare to finde

fome mutacion and chaunge

at his returne, becaufe he faw Florinda purfued by great Princes

and Lords, and alreadye come to the age of xv.

yeares, and thought
were maried in his abfence, he fhould neuer haue occafion to fee her againe, except the Counteffe of Arande would

that

if flie

appointe his wyfe to waite vppon her

:

for accomplifliment

wherof

he made fuch frends, as the Countefle and Florinda promifed him,
that into

what foeuer place ftie were maried his wyfe Auenturade
vpon her: and although it was in queftion that

fhould attende

Florinda fhould be maried into Portugall, yet determined that his

wyfe fhould neuer forfake her
without vnfpeakeable forow,
with the Countefle.

When

:

and vppon

Amadour

fame of a mofl:

left his

not
wife

Florinda was alone, her feruaunt de-

parted, fhee gaue her felfe to all vertuous

atteine the

this affuraunce,

departed and

perfedle Lady,

life,

and

hopinge thereby to

to be counted worthie

Amadour

the interteignemente of fuch a feruaunt.

arriued at

Barfalone, was banqueted and intertayned of the Ladies after the
old maner, but they finding

him

fo altered

and chaunged, thought

that Mariage could neuer haue had fuch power vppon man, as
it

had ouer him

he greatly

:

defired,

for he

and

feemed then to difdaine, what fomtime
Palamons^ whom

fpecially the Countefle of

he derely loued, could deuife by no meanes to make him go alone

home

to his lodging:

Amadour

tarried at Barfalone fo little while

might not come late to the place where
hee purpofed to winne and atchiue honour and being arriued at
Saulfe, great and cruell warres were comenced betwene the two
kinges, which I purpofe not to recite, ne yet the noble enterprifes
done by Amadour, whofe fame was bruted aboue the refl; of his
companions. The duke of Nagyers arriuinge at Parpignon, had
as bee coulde, becaufe hee

:

:
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charge of two thoufand men, and prayed
Lieuetenaunte,

hard in

who

with that hand ferued

Amadour

fo well, as

the fkirmifhes, other than of Nagyers.

al

to be his

no crie was
It chaunced

that the king of Thunis, which of long time had warre with the

Spaniards, vnderftandinge howe the kinges of Spaine and Fraunce
were together by the eares at Parpignon and Narbonne, thought
that in better time he could not anoye the king of Spaine where:

fore he fent a great

and

nomber of

fpoile thofe frontiers

Foifts

which were

of Barfalone feing a nomber

and other

ill

veflels,

to robbe

guarded and kept

of Shippes pafle before the

:

they

Towne,

was at Saulfe, who immediatly fent the
Duke of Nagyers to Palamons and when the fhippes difcried that
the place was well guarded, they made as though they would pafle
further but about midnight they retourned, and landed fo many
men, that the Duke of Nagyers was taken prifoner. Amadour
which was very vigilant, hearing aliarme, prefently aflembled fo
many men as he could, and defended him felf fo wel, as the force
aduertifed the king that

:

:

of his enemies a long time could not hurt

knowing

that the

Duke

him

but in thende

:

of Nagyers was taken prifoner, and that

the Turks were determined to burn the Citie of Palamons, and

then to

the houfe which he ftrongly had forced againfte them,

fier

hee thought

it

better to render himfelf, than to be caufe of the

manye good

fouldiors as were vnder his gouernmente,

and

lofle

of fo

alfo

by putting himfelfe to raunfome, he hoped in time to come

to fee Florinda

then he fubmitted himfelfe to a Turke called

:

who conueyed him
where he was well entertaigned, and better
they thought that hauing him in their hands, they had

Derlyn, the gouernor of the king of Thunis,

home

to his maifter,

kept

for

:

gotten the only Achilles of Spaine.
tinued

king of Thunis
newes came
wherof the frends of the Duke
but they that loued the honor
dour to bee the greateft lofle,
:

into

gentlewoman

Countefl"e

fufpefiling

Spaine of this ouerthrow,

of their countrie, thoughte

Ama-

the brute wherof was noyfed in

Auenturade
very

con-

the feruice of the

of Nagyers, were very forowfull

the houfe of the Countefl^e of Arande,

poore

Amadour

In this fort

almoft the fpace of two yeares, in

much

lay

the

wher
very

at that time the
fore

afFe61;ion

ficke.

that

The

Amadour
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bare vnto her daughter, which he
his

and diflembled for
and told her the
Florinda which could well diflemble faid unto

vertue's fake^

pitious newes.

her, that

called

was a great

it
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her

fuffered

daughter
for al

loffe

afide,

their

houfe, but fpecially

pitied the ftate of his poore wife, becaufe at that

flie

But

was

fo fore ficke.

the

Countefle fpake to her

time

flie

mother weepe fo bitterly, (he
let fal fome teares to keepe her company, leaft through to much
diffimulacion her loue might be difcouered.
After that time,
feing her

many

times,

but

flie

could neuer

perceiue by her countenance, any caufe of certaine fufpicion.
I

leaue to fpeake of the voyages, the prayers, the fuppli-

will

which Florinda did ordinarily make for
Amadour, who incontinently fo
fone as he was ariued at Thunis, fent newes to his frends, and
by a fure meflenger aduertized Florinda, that he was in good
health and hope to retourne. Which newes was to the poore
Lady, the only meanes to releue and eafe her forow. And doubt
ye not, but the meanes of writing, was vtterly debarred from
Amadour, wherof Florinda acquited herfelf fo diligently, as by her
letters and epiftles, he receiued great confolation and comfort.
The Countefle of Arande receiued commaundement from the
king to repaire to Saragofa, where hee that time was arriued.
And there fhe found the yong Duke of Cardonne making fute
to the king and Queene, for mariage of her daughter. The Councations

and

faftings,

the fafegard and profperitie of

tefle

vnwilling to difobey the king, agreed, thinkinge that her

daughter being very yonge, had none other

which already had taken

fure impreflion.

afFeftion,

When

but that

the accorde was

fayde vnto her daughter, that flie had chofen that
worthy to ioyne with her perfon. Her daughter
confidering howe in a thing already done it was to late to take
counfell, faid vnto her, that God was to be praifed in all things.
And feing her mother fo far alienated from her intent, {he

concluded,

fliee

matche, as

beft

thought

vpon

it

better to fliew her felfe obedient, than to take pitie

herfelfe.

And

to comfort her in that forowe, fhe vnder-

was at the point of death. But
any other perfon, flie fliewed not fo much
or token therof, ftrayning her grief fo much, as

ftode that the infant Fortune

before her mother or
as

one figne
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the teares by force retirlnge to her harte, did caufe the bloud

was in
was
maried vnto him, for whofe fake fhee had rather haue chaunged
her life for prefent death. After the mariage, Florinda went
wyth her hufbande into the Duchy of Cardonne, and in her
to iflue forth at her Nofe, in fuch abundance, as her

prefent daunger.

And

company Auenturade,

life

to recouer her of that difeafe, fliee

to

whom

fhe

fecretly

made complaint,

as wel of her mother's rigor, as alfo of the forow fhe conceyued

But of her
Amadour, fhe fpake no worde, but by way of comforting
her.
This yong lady then determined to haue God and the
refpeft of her honoure before her eies, and fo wel to difTemble
her griefes, as none at any time (hould perceiue that fhee misfor the lofle of the fonne of the Infant Fortune.
griefe for

liked

hufband.

her

in a

life

fent

to

no

lefTe

In this

fort

Florinda pafTed long time,

pleafaunt than death.

her good feruaunt Amadour,

The

report whereof fhe

who

vnderfiianding her

great loue, and wel difpofed hart, and the loue fhee bare to the
it was impoffible fhe could Hue
and lamented her flate more than his owne. This griefe
augmented his paine of imprifonmente, wifhinge to haue re-

Infant Fortune, thought that

long,

mayned a

flaue all the days

that Florinda had
had a hufbande refpondent to her defire, forgettinge his owne
griefe by feeling that his frende did fuffer.
And becaufe he
vnderftode by a fecret friend which he had gotten in the Court
of the king of Thunis, that the king was minded to offer him
of his

life,

fo

make him renounce his fayth, for the defire
flill, and to make him a good Turke,
he behaued himfelf fo well, wyth him that toke him prifoner,
that he gaue him leaue to depart vpon his fayth, taxing him at
the gibbet, or

els to

hee had to retaine him

fo

greate raunfome, as he thought a

was neuer able

And

man

of fo fmall fubftance

without fpeaking to the king his
maifler, hee let him go vpon his fayth.
After he had fhewed
himfelfe at the Court of the king of Spaine, he departed inconto pay.

fo

tinently to his frends to get his raunfome,

and went flraio-ht to
yong Duke of Cardonne, his mother, and
Florinda, was gone aboute certaine affaires.
Auenturade fo fone
as fhe heard tell that her hufband was come, declared the fame
Barfalone, whether the

1
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But

fearing

who feemed
the

that

6

for her fake greatly to reioyce therat.

defire

fhe had

to fee

him would make
knew not the

her chaunge countenaunce, and that they which
caufe therof, would conceiue fome

window

ill

opinion^ fhe ftode

at a

ftill

him come a far of: and fo fone as fhe efpied
went downe a paire of darke flaires that none mighte

to fee

him, fhee

perceiue her chaunge of colour.

When

fhe

dour, fhee led

him

mother

which had neuer feene him

in law,

had imbraced

Ama-

into her chamber, and from thence to her
before.

He had

not

continued there two dayes, but he was fo well beloued, as he

was before

in the houfe of the

CountefTe of Arande.

omitte the words and talke betwene

will

I

Florinda and Amadour,

and the complaintes which he made vnto her of his ill aduenture,
that hee had fuflayned in his abfence.
And after manye teares
vttered by her, for the heauines fhe had taken, afwel for the
mariage againfl her wil, as for the lofTe of him that fhe loued
fo dearely, and for him whom fhe thoughte neuer to fee againe,
fhee determined to take her confolation in the loue and fidelitie
that fhe bare to Amadour, which notwithflanding fhe durfl not
open and declare but he that much doubted therof, loft no
occafion and time to let her know and vnderftande the great
loue he bare her. And euen vppon the point that fhe was ready
to receiue him, not as a feruaunt, but for her afTured and perfefil frend, there chaunced a maruellous fortune
for the king,
:

:

for

certaine

matters

Amadour, wherof

of

importance,

incontinently fent forth

wyfe conceyued fuch forrow, as hearing
fell from the ftayres where fhe
fiode, wherewith fhe hurte herfelfe fo fore, as neuer after fhe
Florinda (that by the death of her had lofl all comfort)
reuiued.
thofe

his

neweSj fhe founed and

made fuch forrow, as one that was deflitute of good frend s
and kinffolke, but Amadour toke the fame in worfl part for
he had not onely loft one of the mofl honefl women that euer
was, but alfo the meanes that he fhould neuer after that time haue
For which caufe he fell into fuch
occafion to vifit Florinda.
The old DuchefTe
ficknes, as he was like to haue died fodainly.
:

vifite him, and alledged many phimake him paciently to receiue death, bu

of Cardonne, inceflantly did
lofophical reafons to
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it

auayled nothing:

for

if

death

of

thone

fide

did

torment

him, loue on the other did augment his martirdome. Amadour
feing that his wyfe was buried, and that the king had fent for

him, (hauing no occafion of longer abode there) he entred into
fuch difpaire, as hee feemed to be oute of his wittes. Florinda

which in comforting him was almoft defolate, remayned by him
one whole afternone, vfinge very honeft and difcrete talke vnto
him, thinking thereby to diminifhe the greatnefle of his forrowe,
affured him that fliee would deuife wayes how he might

and

vifite

And

her more oft than he did thinke for.

becaufe he muft

depart the next morning, and was fo feeble and weake that he

could not

rife

from

his bed,

at night after euery

he intreated her to come and

man was

retired

to bed

:

fe

him

which fhe pro-

mifed to doe, not knowing that loue's extremety was voyd of

And he
whom fo

reafon.

againe,

that faw no hope euer after that time to fee her

long time he had ferued

:

and of

whom

he had

neuer receyued other interteignment than that you haue heard,

was

fo

beaten and ouercom with loue long diffembled, and of the

defpaire

he

conceiued,

that

(all

meanes

to

vfe

her

company

taken away) he purpofed to play double or quit, either to lofe her,
or to

win her fauour

for euer, and to

pay himfelf at one inftant

the rewarde which he thought he had right wel deferued.

Wher-

fore he caufed the curtaines of his bed to be drawen, that they

which came into the chamber mighte not fee him, complayning
of ficknes more than he was wont to do, wherby they of the
houfe thought he would not haue liued xxiv. houres. After euery
one of the houfe had vifited him at night, Florinda (at the fpecial
requeft of her hufband) came to fee him, thinking for his comfort
to vtter vnto him her affeftion, and how aboue all other fhe
would loue him, fo far as her honor did permit: and fitting
downe in a chayre at the bed's head, Ihe began to comfort him,
and therwithal powred out many teares. Amadour feing her
forowful and penfife, thought that in her great torment he might
eafely attaine the efFeft of his intent, and lifted himfelf vp in his
bed, which Florinda perceyuing, (he would haue flaied him,
becaufe (he thought that through weakenes he was not able to
moue: and kneeling vpon his knees, he faid vnto her: "Muft

:

AMADOUR AND FLORINDA.

63

mine owne deare Lady ? " And in
downe betwene her armes Hke one that fainted
for lack of ftrength.
Then poore Flor^nda imbraced him, and
of long time held him vp, doing all that was poffible for his comfort.
But the medecine fhe gaue him to eafe his forow, did
rather increafe the fame more ftrong
for in fayning himfelf
I for

euertnore forgo your fight

faying fo he

fel

:

half deadj without fpeaking any word, he attempted that which

the honor of
his

ill

womanhode doth

intent, fhe

defend.

When

Florinda perceiued

could fcarce beleue the fame, confidering his

made before time, and therfore afked him what
was that he defired. But Amadour fearing to heare her aunfwere which he knew well could be none other but chafte and
honeft requefts

it

vertuous, without further talke, purfued his purpofe

fo.

earneftly

wherwith Florinda beinge aftonned did fufpeft he
had bin out of his wittes rather than beleue that he wente about
her difhonor. Wherefore with loude voice fhe called a gentleman
that was in the chamber. Which Amadour hearing, vtterly in
difpaire, threw himfelf fo fodenly into his bed, as the gentleman
thought he had beene dead. Florinda rifing out of the chaire,
" Goe quickly and fetch fome good vinegar."
faid vnto him
Which the gentleman did. Then Florinda began to fay vnto him:
" Amadour, what follie hath inchaunted your wifedome ? And
what is that which you would haue done unto me ? " Amadour
that through the force of loue had loft al reafon, faid vnto her
"Doth my long feruice merite a recompence of fuch cruelty?"
" And wher is the honefty then," faid Florinda, " which fo many
"Ah, madame !" faid Amatimes you haue preached vnto me ?"
"
I beleue it is impoffible your felfe more faithfully to
dour
loue your owne honour than I do. For when you were vnmaried,
I could fo wel fubdue my harte and affeftion, as you did neuer
And now that you be maried,
vnderfl;and my will and defire.
to the intente your honour may refte in couerte, what wrong
do I to afke that which is mine owne, for by force of loue I
haue won you? He that firft enioyed your harte, hath fo ill
as he could,

:

:

followed the vidlorie of your bodye, as hee hath well deferued
He that poffefl^eth your body, is not worthy
to lofe altogether.
to haue your hart, wherefore your

body

is

none of

his,

ne yet he
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hath no title in the fame. But I MadamCj thefe fiue or fixe yeares
haue fufteyned fuche paynes and trauaile for your fake, as you
are not ignoraunt but to me appertayneth both your body and

whofe fake I haue vtterlye forgotten mine owne.
you can finde in your hart to defende mee from my right,
doubt ye not but they which haue proued the forces of loue,
wil lay the blame on you, which hath in this fort robbed me from
my libertie, and with your heauenly graces hath obfcured my
fences, that not knowing hereafter what to do, I am conftrayned
to go without hope for euer to fee you againe.
Notwithftanding
warrante your felfe, that in what place fo euer I am, you fliall
flill
poflefTe my harte, which fhall continue your's for euer,
be I vppon the lande or water, or betweene the hands of my
mofte cruell enemies. But if I could recouer before my departure, that furety of you which the greatnefle of my loue deferueth, I fhall be ftrong enough paciently to beare the griefes of
my long abfence. And if it pleafe you not to graunt me this
requeft, you fhal fhortly heare tell that your rigor hath rendred
vnto me a moft vnhappy and cruel death."
Florinda no leffe
aftonned than forie, to heare fuch words proceede from him, of
whom fhe neuer had any fuch fufpicion, weepinge faide unto
" Alas, Amadour, is this the meaning of thofe vertuous
him
words which Athens the beginning of my youth ye haue vttered
vnto me ? Is this the honor of the confcience, which you haue
many times perfwaded me rather to die than lofe the fame?
Haue you forgotten the good examples recited vnto me of vertuous dames that haue refifted foolifh loue ? And is this the maner
of your contempt of Ladies that were foolifh and vaine, whofe
light behauiour you diflembled fo much to abhorre ?
I cannot
beleeue Amadour that you are driuen into fuch madnes and furie,
as the feare of God, your owne confcience, and the eftimacion
harte,

And

for

if

:

of mine honor, fhould be altogether out of your minde and
memorie. But if it fo be as you fay, I do praife the goodnes

hath preuented the mifhap that nowe I am
me by your words, the hart which I did not
For hauing loft the fonne of the Infant Fortune, who not

of God, which

fallen into, in fhewing

know.
onely

is

maried into another place, but

alfo loued another,

and

:
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now maried to him, which I cannot loue, I thought and determined wholly, with all mine hart and affeftion to loue you,
founding the fame vpon that vertue which I knew to be in you,
which loue by your meanes onelye I haue conceiued, and therfore.
did more efleeme my honor and confcience, than the price of
mine owne life. Vppon affurance of this ftone of honeftie, I am
I

come

But

thinking to build a moft fure foundacion.

hither

(Amadour)

in one

moment thou

hafte

declared,

how

in place

of a pure foundacion, thy buildinge

i? reared vpon a light fand,
and vnconftant ground, or els vpon a filthy and foul quamire.
And where I began to ere6t a good part of the lodgings of this
building vpon the ground of the fidelitie, hoping to dwel there
for euer, fodenly thou hafi: ouerthrowen the whole plot.
Wherfore, you muft immediately breake in fonder the hope and credit
that euermore you haue found in me, and determine that in
what place foeuer I be, not to purfue me either by worde or
countenaunce. And do not thinke, that I can or will at anye
time hereafter chaunge this mine opinion, reciting this my laft
adieu with great forrow and griefe. But if I had made an othe
of this perfect amitie and loue, I know mine harte would haue
died vpon this breach, although the aflonifhment in that I am

deceiued,

is

fo great, as I

either fhort or forowfull

I purpofe

that for euer."

dour

felt

:

am

wel affured

not to

tel

it

will

make my

life

you farewel and
you the forow which Ama-

and therefore

I

by hearing thofe words, becaufe

bid

it

is

impoffible not

only to write them, but alfo to thincke them, except

it

be of

haue had experience of the like. And feing that vppon
this cruel conclufion fhe would haue gone away, he caught her by
the arme, knowing well that if he did not remoue that ill opinion,
fuch as

which by

his

her for euer.

owne occafion Ihe had conceyued, hee fliould lofe
Wherfore he faid vnto her with a very faint chere

al the dayes of my life I haue defired to loue a woman
endued with honeftie and vertue and becaufe I haue found fo
few, I would fain haue tried whether your perfon had bin worthy
of eftimacion and loue, wherof now I am wel affured, and humblie
do praife God therefore, becaufe mine hart is addreffed to
befeching you to pardon this fond and bold
fuch perfedlion
E
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" Madame,

:

:

AMADOUR AND FLORINDA.

66

you fee that the end doth redound to your
ovvne honor and contentacion."
Florinda, which began to
know by him the malice of other men, Hke as flie was hard to
beleue the euill wher it was, euen fo fhe was more difficile
" I pray
to credite the good where it was not, and faid vnto him
to God your words be true
yet am I not fo ignorant but that
the flate of mariage wherein I am, hath made me euidently to
know the ftrong paffion of blind loue which hath forced you vnto
this follie
for if God had lofed my hande, I am wel aflured you
would not haue plucked back the bridle they that attempt to
feeke after vertue, do not take the way that you do tread
but
this is fufficient if I haue lightly beleeued any honeftie in you,

attempt,

fith

:

:

:

:.

:

is time for me now to know the truth, that I may rid my felf
from you." And in faying fo, Florinda went out of the chamber,
and all the nighte long, Ihe neuer left weeping, feeling fuch great

it

griefe in that alteracion, as her

hart had

the aflaults of forrow that loue had

much

made

:

to do, to fuftaine

for although reafon

thoughte neuer to loue him againe, yet the hart which

is

not fub-

which
him no leffe than fhe was wont to do,
and knowing that loue was the caufe of that fault, fhe purpofed
for fatiffaftion of loue, to Loue him with all her hart, and yet for
ie6t to

our fancie, would not accord to that crueltie

:

for

confideracion, fhe loued

the obedience and fealtie due to her honor, fhe thought neuer to

make any
fort,

femblance.

In the morning

Amadour

departed in this

troubled as you haue hearde, neuerthelefle his couragious

heart centred not in difpaire, but renued a frefh hope once againe
to fee Florinda, and to win her fauour
then he toke his iourney
towards the Court of Spaine (which was at Tolledo) taking his way
:

by the CountefTe of Arande, wher late in an euening he arriued,
and found the Countefle verye ficke for the abfence of her
daughter Florinda when fliee faw Amadour, fliee kifled and imbraced him, as if he had beene her owne child, afwel for the loue
fhe bare vnto him, as for the like which ihe doubted that he bare
:

to Florinda, of

whom

very earneftly Ihe inquired for newes,

tolde her the heft that he could deuife, but not the

who

whole truth,

and confefled vnto her the loue betweene Florinda and him,
(which Florinda had ftill conceiled and kept fecrete) praying her

:
:
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ayde to bring him againe into her fauour and fo the next morning he departed. And after he had done his bufineffe with the
:

Clueene, he repayred to the warres, fo fadde and chaunged in

all

Captaynes and all they that were
wonte to keepe him companie, did not know him. His apparell was
all blacke^ mourning for the death of his wife, wherby he couered
the forrow which was hid in his hart. In this wyfe Amadour pafled
three or 4 yeres before he returned to the Court.
And the Counhis condicionSj as the Ladies^

tell that Florinda was fo much alwould haue moued any hart to behold her, fent for her,
hoping that fhe would haue come, but her expe£lacion was fruflrate,

teffe

of Arande which heard

tered, as

for

it

when Florinda vnderftode

that

Amadour had

told her

mother

the good will betweene them, and that her mother being fo wife

and vertuous giuing credite to Amadour, did beleue his report,
fhe was in marueilous perplexitie, becaufe of the one fide fhe
faw that her mother did efteeme him fo well, and on the other
fide if fhe declared ynto her the truth, Amadour woulde conceiue
difpleafure
which thing fhe had rather die than to do wherefore
fhe thought herfelfe flrong inough to chafl:ife him of his folly,
without helpe of frends. Againe, fhe perceyued that by diflembling the euil which fhe knew by him, fhe fhould be conflrained
by her mother and her frends, to fpeake and beare him good countenaunce, wherby fhe feared he would be the more encoraged
but feing that he was far of, fhe pafled the lefle of the matter
and when the Countefle her mother did commaunde her, fhe wrote
letters vnto him, but they were fuch as he might wel gather that
they were written rather vpon obedience, than of good wil, the
reading wherof bred forrow vnto him in place of that ioye he was
wonte to conceiue in her former wrytings. Within the terme of
:

:

two or three
al

yeres, after

he had done

fo

many

noble enterprifes as

the paper of Spaine could not containe them, he deuifed a

inuention, not to

wynne and

new

recouer the harte of Florinda (for

he demed the fame quite lofl) but to haue the viftorie ouer his
enemy, Athens flie had vfed him in that forte, and reiedling al
reafon and fpecially feare of death, into the hazarde wherof he
hafted himfelfe, he concluded

fuch

forte, as for his

and determined

his enterprife in

behauiour towardes the Gouernour, hee was

::
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deputed and fent by him to treate with the king of certaine exploytes to be done at Locates, fparing not to impart his mefTage

to the Countefle of Aranda, before he told the fame to the king,

good aduife therein and fo came in pofte ftraight into
the Countie of Aranda, where he had intelligence in what place
Florinda remained, and fecretly fent to the Countefle one of his
frendes to tell her of his comming, and to pray her to keepe it
clofe, and that he might fpeake with her that night in fecrete wife
that no man might perceiue the Countefle very ioyfull of his comming, tolde it to Florinda, and fent her into her hufbande's
chamber, that fhe might be ready when fhe fhould fend for her
Florinda whiche was not yet
after eche man was gone to bed.
well boldened by reafon of her former feare, making a good face
of the matter to her mother, withdrewe her felfe into an oratorie
or chappell, to recommend her felfe to God, praying him to defend
her hart from al wicked affeftion, and therwithal confidered how
often Amadour had prayfed her beautie, which was not impaired
or diminiflied, although fhe had bene ficke of longe time before
to vfe her

:

:

wherefore thinking
ing

it,

than to

it

fufFer

better to doe iniurie to her bealutie

by defac-

the harte of fo honefl: a perfonage by meanes

thereof wickedly to be inflamed, fhee tooke vp a fl;one which was

within the Chappell, and gaue her

felfe fo

great a blowe on the face

that her mouthe, eyes and nofe, were altogether deformed
to thintent

no

man might

fufpeft

what

fhe

and
had done, when the

Countefle fent for her in going out of the Chappell,

flie fell

:

downe

vppon a great fl:one, and therewithall cried out fo loude, as the
Countefle came in and founde her in pitious ftate, who incontinently dreflSng her face, and binding it vp with clothes, conueyed
her into her chamber, and prayed her to goe into her clofet to entertaigne Amadour, tyll fhe were weary of his companie: whiche fhe
did, thinking that there had bene fomebody with hym
but finding
him alone, and the doore fliut vpon her, Amadour was not fo well
who nowe thoughte eyther with
pleafed as fhe was difcontented
loue or force to get that, whiche hee had fo long tyme defyred
and after he had fpoken a fewe woordes vnto her, and found her in
that mynde hee lefte her, and that to dye for it fliee woulde not
:

:

chaunge her opinion, defperatly he fayde vnto her:

"By God
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my labour fliall not be thus taken from
and doubtes and fithe that Loue^ pacience, and
humble defires, cannot preuayle, I will not fpare by force to get
that, which except I haue it will be the meanes of mine overthrowe." When Florinda fawe his face and eyes fo altered, and
that the fairefl: die and colour of the world, was become fo red as
fier, with his moft pleafaunt and amiable loke tranfformed into
horrible hew and furious, and therewithal! difcried the very bote
burning fier, to fparkle within his harte and face and how in that
fury with one of his ftrong fiftes he griped her delicate and tender
hands and on the other fide fhee feeing all her defences to fayle
her, and that her feete and handes were caught in fuche captiuitie
as fhe could neither run away nor yet defend her felfe
knewe
none other remedie, but to proue if he had yet remaining in him
any griftes of the former loue, that for the honour therof he might
forget his crueltie.
Wherefore fhe fayd vnto him " Amadour, if
now you doe accompt me for an enemy, I befech you for the
honeflie of the loue which at other times I haue found planted in
your harte, to geue me leaue to fpeake before you doe torment
me." And when fhee faw him recline his eare, fhe purfued her
me

the fruite of

for fcruples

:

:

:

:

:

Amadour, what

talk in this wyfe: "Alas,

caufe haue you to feke
no contentation, infli6ling
vppon me fuch difpleafure as there can be no greater ? you haue
many times proued my wil and affefition in the time of my youthfull dayes, and of my beautie farre more excellent than it is now,
at what tyme your pafKon might better be borne with and excufed,
than nowe in fuch wyfe as I am nowe amafed to fee that you
haue the harte to torment me at that age and great debilitie
wherewith I am afFefted I am afTured that you doubt not but
that my wyl and mind is fuch as it was wont to be wherefore
you can not obtayne your demaunde but by force and if you
fawe howe my face is arrayed, you would forget the pleafure
whiche once you conceiued in me, and by no meanes would forand if there be lefte in you yet any
cibly approche nere vnto me
after the thing

wherof you

fhall receiue

:

:

:

:

:

remnantes of loue,

your

furie

:

it is

I

may

vanquifhe

and honeflie whereof once I had
do make my plaint, and of the fame I do

and to that

experience in you,

impoffible but that pitie
pitie
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demaund grace and pardon,

to thintent that according to theffeft

may

of your wonted perfwafion and good aduife you

me

fuffer

to

which I haue determined and
vowed during Hfe and if the loue which you haue borne me be
conuerted into hatred, and that more for reuengement than affection, you doe purpofe to make me the mofte unhappy of the
world, I affure you, you Ihall not be able to bryng your intent to
paffe, befides that you fhall conftrayne me againft my determination, to vtter and reueale your villany and difordinate appetite
towardes her which did repofe in you an incredible affiance by
difcouering whereof, thinke verely that your lyfe cannot continue
and

liue in that peace

honeftie,

:

:

without
I die for

Amadour breaking

perill."
it,

her talke fayde vnto her

my

prefently be acquieted of

I will

deformitie of your face (whiche
purpofe) fhall not let

me

I

to accomplifhe

And when

:

but the

thinke was done by you of

my

will

get nothing of you but the bones and carcafe,
fo fafl as I can."

torment

" If

:

:

for fince I

fet

can

holde them

I will

Florinda fawe that prayers, reafon,

nor teares could not auayle, but that with crueltie he woulde nedes
followe his villanous defire, which fhe had hetherto

by force of
the

lofTe

refiftence, fhe did

helpe her

felfe fo

long,

flill

till

auoided

fhe feared

of her breath, and with a heauy and piteous voice fhe

called her

mother

fo loud as fhee could

who

crie,

hearing her

daughter crie and cal with rufull voyce, began greatly to feare the
thing that was true
the warderobe.
was,

left

wherfore fhe ran fo

:

Amadour not being

fafl as fhe

could into

fo nere death as

he faide he

Ladye opening her

of his holde in fuche good time, as the

clofet,

founde him at the dore, and Florinda farre enough from

him.

The

is

"Amadour what
one that was neuer

Counteffe demaunded of him, faying

the matter?

tell

me

the truthe."

Who

like

:

vnprouided of excufe, with his pale face and wanne, and
almofle fpent, fayde vnto her: "Alas,
is

my

lady Florinda

?

I

was neuer in

madame,
all

my

life

his

breath

what

plight

in that

amafe

in

I am now: for as I fayd vnto you, I had thought that
had inioyed part of her good will, but nowe I know right
well that I haue none at all
I thinke madame, that fithe the

wherin
I

:

time fhe was brought vp with you, fhee was neuer

and vertuous than

fhee

is

lefTe

wife

nowe, but farre more daungerous

1

:
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and fqueimifhe in fpeaking and talking then behoueth, and
euen nowe I would haue loked vpon her, but fhe would not
fufFer me
and when I viewed her countenaunce, thinking that it
had bene fome dreame or vifion, I defired to kifle her hande, according to the fafhion of the countrey, which fhee vtterly refufed.
True it is Madame, I haue offended her, wherof I craue pardon of
you, but it chaunced only for that I toke her by the hand, which I
did in a maner by force, and kiffed the fame demaunding of her
no other pleafure but fhe like one (as I fuppofe) that hath
fworne my death, made an outcry for you (as you haue hearde)
for what caufe I know not, except that fhee were afraide I would
haue forced fome other thing notwithftanding Madame, whatfoeuer the matter be, I proteft vnto you the wrong is myne, and
albeit that fhe ought to loue al your honeft feruaunts, yet fortune
fo willeth as I alone, the mofte affedtioned of them all, is clerely
exempt out of her fauour and yet I purpofe ftill to continue towardes you and her, the fame man I came hither, befeching the
continuance of your good grace and fauour, Athens that without
defert I haue lofire hers."
The Counteffe which partely beleued,
and partelye miflrufted his talke, went vnto her daughter, and de:

:

:

:

maunded wherfore
fhe

fhe cried out fo loud.

was afrayde: and

many

Florinda anfwered that

albeit the Counteffe fubtilly afked her of

things, yet Florinda

would neuer make other anfwere, for

that hauing efcaped the handes of her enemy, fhe thought

it

him to lofe his labour: after that the
long tyme communed with Amadour, fhe lefte

punifliement enough for

Counteffe had of

him yet once againe to enter in talke with Florinda before her, to
fee what countenaunce fhee would make him.
To whom he fpake
fewe wordes except they were thankes for that fhe had not confeffed the truthe to her mother, praying her at leaft wife that feing
he was difpoffeffed out of her hart, fhe would fuffer none other to
but fhe anfwering his former talke, faide " If
receiue his place
:

:

had had any other meanes to defend my felfe from you than by
crying out, fhe fhould neuer haue heard me, and of me you fhall
neuer heare worfe, except you doe conftrayne me as you haue
done, and for louing any other man, you fhall not neede to feare
for fithe I haue not found in your harte (which I eflemed the mofl
I

.
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vertuous in

all

the world) the good fucceffe that

neuer beleue hereafter that vertue
outrage

And

fliall

make me

in faying fo

flie

free

from

I defired^ I

planted in any man.

is

all

And

wyll
this

pafEons that Loue can force."

tooke her leaue.

The mother which behelde

her countenaunce, could fufpefte nothing, and after that tyme,

was perfuaded that her daughter bare no more afFeftion to
afluredly that fhe was voyde of reafon,
becaufe fhe hated al thofe things which fhe was wont to loue:
and from that time forth there was fuch warre betwene the mother
and the daughter, as the mother for the fpace of vii. yeares would
not fpeake vnto her, except it were in anger which flie did at
fhee

Amadour, and thought

:

Amadour

during which time, Florinda conuerted
the mifliking of her hufband, into mere and conftant loue, to
the requeft of

:

auoyde the rigour and checkes of her mother howbeit, feing that
nothing could preuayle, fhe purpofed to beguile Amadour, and
leaning for a day or two her ftraunge countenance towards him,
:

Amadour to loue a woman, whiche as fhe fayd,
commonly difpute and talke of their loue. This lady dwelt
with the Queene of Spaine, and was called Lorette, who was very
fhe counfelled

did

and glad to get fuch a feruant and Florinda founde
meanes to caufe a brute of this newe loue to be fpred in euery
place, and fpecially the CountefTe of Arande (being at the Court)
perceiued the fame, who afterwards was not fo difpleafed with
Florinda, as fhe was wont to be
Florinda vpon a tyme heard tel

ioyfull

:

:

that a Captain the hufband of Loret, began to be ialous ouer his
wife, determining by

fome meanes or other, he cared not howe, to

Florinda notwithftanding her difTembled counkill Amadour.
tenance, could not fufFer any hurt to be done to Amadour, and

him aduertifement thereof: but he
follies, anfwered, that if it would
pleafe her to intertaigne him euery day three houres, he would
neuer fpeake againe to Lorette, whereunto by no meanes fhee
would confent. Then Amadour faide vnto her " If you will not
haue me to Hue, wherefore go ye about to defend me from death ?

therefore incontinently gaue

retourning againe to his former

:

except ye purpofe to torment

me

flie

from me,

I will

aliue with greater extremitie

fo much as death doth
neuer leaue to feeke him out, by whofe ap-

then a thoufand deathes can do

:

but for

:
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Whileft they were in thefe

reft."

came that the kyng

Granado was about

of

enter into great warres againft the king of Spain
as the

king fent againft

hym

Duke

The duke of Cardonne and
:

the counte of Arande not

kyng

to geue eyther of

whiche hee did according to the dignitie of

houfes, appointing

Amadour

hym

of Albe, twoo auncient and

willing to tarie behinde, befought the

them a charge

to

in fuche wyfe

the Prince his fonne^ and with

the conftable of Caftilcj and the
fage Lordes.

:

to be their guide

who during

:

their

that

warre, did futche valiaunt faftes as they feemed rather to be des-

and to come to the efFeft of
was tryed euen to the death
the Moores making a bragge as though they would geue

perately than hardily enterpryfed

:

this difcourfe, his great valiaunce

for

battayle,

when they fawe the army

a

whome

retirCj

of the Chriftians, counterfaited

the Spaniardes purfued^ but the olde Conftable

and the duke of Albe doubting

their pollicie, ftood

ftill,

againft

the will of the Prince of Spaine, not fuffering him to pafle ouer the

Ryuer, but the counte of Arande and the

Duke

of Cardonne,

(al-

though they were countremanded) did followe the chafe, and when
the Moores fawe that they were purfued with fo fmall a number,
they returned, and at one recountrie kylled the Duke of Cardonne,
and the Counte of Arande was fo fore hurte as hee was lefte for
dead in the place. Amadour arriuing vpon this ouerthrowe, inuaded the battayle of the Moores with futche rage and furie, as hee
refcued the twoo bodyes of the Duke and Countie, and caufed them
to be conueyed to the Prince's campe, who ife. -!~\mented their
chaunce, as if they had bene his owne brethren but in fearching
their woundes, the Countie of Arande was founde to be aliue, and
was fent home to his own houfe in a horfelitter, where of long
time he was ficke, and likewife was conueied to Cardonne the
dead bodie of the yong Duke. Amadour in refcuing thofe two
bodies, tooke fo little heede to him felfe, as he was inclofed with
a great number of the Moores, and becaufe he would bee no more
taken, as well to verifie his faith towardes God, as alfo his vowe
made to his Lady, and alfo confidering that if he were pryfoner to
:

the
els

kyng of Granado,

either hee ftiould cruelly be put to death, or

forced to renounce his faith, he determined not to

make

his
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death or taking glorious to his enemies

:

wherefore klffing the

fworde, and rendring his body and foule to the
handes of aloiighty God, he ftabbed him felfe into the body with
crofle of his

futche a blow, as there neded no fecond
life

in this forte died poore

:

vertiies

did deferue.

Spaine, and

came

to

her hufbande in his

Amadour,

fo

wound to rid him
muche lamented

of his
as his

The newes hereof was bruted throughout
Florinda who then was at Barfelone, where
life

tyme ordeined the

place of his buriall

:

had done his honourable obfequies, without making
mother, or mother in law priuie, flie furrendred her felfe

and

after fliee

her

own

into the monafterie of lefus, there to Hue a religious

life,

receiu-

ing him for her hufband and friende, whiche had deliuered her

from the vehement loue of Amadour, and from a difpleafaunt life
fo great and vnquiet as was the company of her hufband.
In this wife fhe conuerted all her affeftions, to pietie
and the perfit loue of God, who after fhe had long
time liued a religious

life,

foule in fuch ioye as the

when he goeth

fhee yelded

vp her

Bridegrom doth

to vifite his fpowes.
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THE FIFTY-FOURTH NOUELL.
The incontinencie of a duke and of his impudencie to attaine his
purpofe, with the iiift punijhement which he receiuedfor the fame.
In the Ci tie of Florence (the chiefeft of

a

Duke

that maried the

Lady Margaret

all

Thufcane) there was

the baftarde daughter of

Emperour Charles the fift. And bicaufe fliee was very young,
was not lawfull for him to lye with her, but taryng till fhe
was of riper yeres, he interteigned an vfed her like a noble gentleman. And who to fpare his wife, was amorous of certaine
other Gentlewomen of the citie. Amonges whom he was in loue
with a very fayre and wyfe Gentlewoman, that was lifter to a
Gentleman, a feruaunt of his, whome the Duke loued fo well as
himfelfe, to whome he gaue fo muche authoritie in his houfe, as
his word was fo wel obeied and feared as the Duke's him felf, and
there was no fecrete thing in the Duke's minde, but he declared
the fame vnto him, who might ful wel haue bene called a fecond
himfelf.
The duke feing his fifter to be a woman of great honeftie, had no wayes or meanes to vtter vnto her the loue that he
bare her (after he had inuented all occafions poflible) at length
he came to this Gentleman which he loued fo well, and faid vnto
" My friend, if there were any thing in all the world,
him
wherein I were able to pleafure thee, and woulde not doe it at thy
requeft, I fliould be afraid to fay my fantafie, ind irA\ch afhamed
to craue your help and affiftance: but the loue is fuch. which I
bare thee, as if I had a wife, mother, or daughter, that were able
to faue thy life, I would rather imploy them, than to fufFer thee
and if thou doe beare vnto me that affeftion
to die in torment
which am thy maifter, thinke verely that I doe beare vnto thee
the like. Wherefore I will difclofe vnto thee fuche a fecrete and
the
it

:

:

priuie matter, as the filence thereof hath brought

me

into futche

plight as thou feeft, whereof I doe loke for none amendement but
by death or by the feruice whiche thou maieft doe me, in a cer-

tayne matter which I purpofe to tell thee." The Gentleman
hearing the reafons of his maifter, and feing his face not faynedj

:
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but all befprent with teares^ tooke great compaffion vpon him
and fayd " My Lorde, I am your humble feruaunt all the goodes
and worfhip that I haue doth come from you. You may faye
:

:

vnto

me

as to

which

your mofte approued frende.

Affure your

felf,

my

power and abilitie, is already at your
commaundement." Then the Duke began to tell him of the loue
that hee bare vnto his fifter, which was of futche force, as if by
his meanes he did not enioye her, his life could not long continue.
For he faide, that he knew right well that intreatie and prefentes
were with her of no regard. Wherfore he praied him, that if he
loued his life, fo well as he did his, to finde meanes for him to
receiue that benefite, which without him he was in defpaire neuer
to recouer.
The brother which loued his fifter and honor of his
kindred, more than the Duke's pleafure, made a certain reuerence
vnto him, humbly befeeching him to vfe his trauaill and pain in
all other caufes fauing in that, bicaufe it was a fute fo flaunderous
and infamous, as it would purchafe difhonor to his whole familie,
adding further, that neither his hart nor his honor could ferue
him, to confent to do that feruice. The Duke inflamed with vnfpeakeable furie, put his finger betwene his teeth, and biting of
the nayle, faid unto him in great rage " Well then fithe I finde
in thee no frendfhip, I know what I haue to doe." The Gentleman

that

all

refteth in

:

knowing the

crueltie of his Maifter, being fore afraide, replied

"My Lorde, for
will fpeake

And

as

fo

much

as

your

he .was departing, the

thou tender

defire

is

vehement and

earneft, I

vnto her and brynge you aunfwere of her mynde."

my

life

as

Duke

fayde vnto him:

thou wylt that

I

fhall

"See that
The

doe thyne."

Gentleman vnderftanding well what that woorde did meane, abhim felfe a day or twaine to aduife what were beft to be
done. And amonges diuers his cogitations, there came to his remembraunce the bounden dutie which he dyd owe to his Maifter,
and the goodes and honours which he had receyued at his handes,
on the other fyde, hee confidered the honour of his houfe, the good
life and chaftitie of his fyfter, who (he knewe well) would neuer

fented

by

fubtiltie ftiee were not furprifed,
were
a thing very ftraunge and
or otherwyfe forced, and that
rare, that he fliould goe about to defame hymfelfe and the whole

confent to that wickednefl"e,

if

it
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Wherefore hee concluded, that better it
than to commit a mifchief fo great vnto his

ftocke of his progenia.

were
fifler,

for

hym

to die,

whiche was one of the

honefleft

how he might

women

in

all Italie.

And

from
futch a tyrant, which by force would blemifhe and fpot the whole
race of his auncient flock and familie.
For he knew right wel
that except the duke were taken away, the life of him and his afwherfore without
finitie could not be in fecuritie and fafegarde
motion made to his fifter of that matter, he deuifed how to faue
his life and the reproche that fhould follow. Vpon the fecond daye
he came vnto the duke, and tolde hym in what forte he had practifed with his fifter, and that although the fame in the beginning
was harde and difficult, yet in the ende he made her to confent,
vpon condicion that hee would keepe the fame fo fecrete as noiie
but hymfelfe and he myght knowe of it. The duke defirous and
glad of thofe newes, dyd fone belieue hym, and imbracing the
meffanger, promifed to geue him whatfoeuer he would demaunde,
praying hym with all fpeede that hee might inioye his defyred
purpofe.
Whereupon they appointed a tyme and to demaunde
whether the duke were glad and ioyfull of the fame, it were fuperfluous.
And when the defired night was come, wherin he hoped
to haue the viftorie of her whom he thought inuincible, he and
the gentleman alone withdrewe themfelues together, not forgetting his perfumed coif and fwete fhirte wrought and trimmed
after the befi: maner.
And when eche wight was gone to bed,
both they repayred to the appointed lodging of his Lady, where
being arriued they founde a chamber in decent and comly order.
The gentleman taking of the Duke's night gowne, placed hym in
" My Lorde, I wil nowe goe
the bedde, and fayde vnto hym
feeke her, which can not enter into this chamber without blufhing,
howbeit I trufle before to morrowe morning Ihe wyll be very glad
Which done, he left the Duke, and went into his own
of you."
chamber, where he founde one of his feruantes alone, to whome
he fayde " Haft thou the harte to followe me into a place where
I fhall be reuenged vpon the greateft enemie that I haue in the
" Yea fir," aunfwered his man. Whereupon the Gentleworlde
therewithall confidered

deliuer his countrie

:

:

:

:

V

man toke him with him fo fodainly,as he had no leafure to arme him
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the

And when

with other weapon but with his onely dagger.

felfe

Duke

with

heard him come againe, thinking he had brought her

hym

opened

that he loued fo derely, hee drewe the curteine, and

his eyes to behold

long loked

for,

and receiue that ioye which he had

fo

but in place of feeing her which he hoped fhould be

the conferuation of his

life,

he fawe the acceleration of his death,

which was a naked fworde that the Gentleman had drawen, who
therwithall did flrike the Duke, which was in his fhirte voyde of
weapon, although well armed with courage, and fitting vp in his
bedde grafped the Gentleman about the body, and fayde " Is this
thy promife whiche thou haft kept ? " And feeing that he had no
other weapon but his teeth and nayles, he bitte the gentleman in the
arme, and by force of his owne ftrengthe he fo defended himfelfe,
as they bothe fell downe into the flower.
The gentleman fearing
the match, called for hys manne, who finding the Duke and his
maifter faft together, that he wyft not whether to take, he drewe
them both by the feete into the middeft of the chamber, and with
his dagger afl^ayde to cut the Duke's throte.
The duke who de:

fended himfelfe,

till

fuche time as the

lofle

of his bloud

made him

weake and feeble that he was not able to contende any longer.
Then the Gentleman and his man laide him againe into his bed,
where they accompliftied the effedl of that murther. Afterwardes
drawing the curteine, they departed and locked the dead body in
the chamber. And when he faw that he had gotten the vicftorie
of his enemy, by whofe death he thought to fet at libertie the
fo

common

wealth, he fuppofed his fafte to be vnperfefl; if he did

not the like to

fine or fixe

of

them which were

nereft to the

Duke,

And to attaine the perfe£lion of that
man to doe the like vnto them one after

and beft beloued of him.
enterpryfe, he bad his

another, that hee had done to the Duke.

nothing bardie or coragious,
fir,

faid

But the feruaunt being

vnto his maifter

:

that for this time ye haue done enough, and that

"
it

Me

thinke,

were better

you now to deuife waye howe to faue your owne life, than to
meanes to murder any more. For if we do confume fo long
fpace of time to kill euery of them, as we haue done in murdering
for

feeke

of the Duke, the day light will difcouer our enterprife before

we

haue made an ende, yea although wee finde them naked and

:
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made
him alone with

confcience

beleue his feruaunt, and taking

him, went to the bifliop that had in charge the gates of the citie,
and the vfe of the Poftes, to whom he fayd "This euening (my
Lord) newes came vnto me that mine owne brother lieth at the
point of death, and craning licence of the Duke to goe fe him he
hath giuen me leaue. Wherefore I befeche you commaunde the
Poftes to deliuer me two good horfe, and that you will fende worde
to the porter that the gates may be opened."
The bifliop which
eftemed no lefle his requeft than the commaundement of the Duke
his maifter, incontinently gaue him a billet, by vertue wherof
both the gates were opened, and the horfe made ready according
to his demaunde.
And vnder colour and pretence of vifiting his
brother, he rode to Venice, where after he had cured himfelfe of
:

the duke's bitinges faftened in his

fleflie,

In the morning the duke's feruauntes

feing the time fo late before

their maifter retourned, fufpefted that he

of fome Ladye, but

him

to feke for

in

he trauailed into Turkey.

was gone forth

in vifiting

when they fawe he taried fo long, they began
euery place. The poore DuchefiTe into whofe

harte the loue of her hufbande ftrongly did inuade, vnderftanding

But
Gentleman which he fo dearely loued, was not likewyfe
feene abroade, fearche was made in his chamber, where finding
bloud at the chamber dore, they entred in, but no man was there
to tell them any newes, and following the tradl of the bloud the
poore feruantes of the Duke went to the chamber dore, where he
was, which dore they found faft locked, who incontinently brake
open the fame and feing the place all bloudy, drew the curteine,
and found the wretched carcaflle of the Duke lying in the bedde,
The forrow and lamentation made by
fleeping his endlefle fleepe.

that he could not be founde, was very penfife and forowfull.

when

the

:

the duke's feruauntes, carying the dead bodye into his palace,
eafie to

is

Wherof when the Bifliop was aduertifed,
and tolde how the Gentleman was gone awaye

be conieftured.

he repaired thether,

in the night in great hafte,

whereupon

fee his brother

was euidently knowen that it was he that had comAnd it was proued that his poore fifter was
to the fafte, who although fhe was aftonned with the

it

mitted the murder.

neuer priuie

vnder pretence to goe to
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fodaynes of the deede, yet her loue towardes her brother was farre

more increafed, bicaufe he had deliuered her from a Prince fo cruell,
enemy of her honeftie for doing whereof he did not flicke to
hazard his owne life. Whereupon fhe perfeuered more and more

the

:

in vertue,

and although

was poore, by reafon her houfe was
fifler and fhee matched with
honefl and riche hufbandes as were to be
founde in Italie and afterwardes they
both lined in good and

confifcatej yet
fo

fhe

both her

:

great reputation.

1

FRAUNCIS THE FRENCHE KING.

8

THE FIFTY-FIFTH NOUELL.
One of the Frenche

hinge's called Frauncis thejirjle

of that name,

declared his gentle nature to Counte Ouillaume, that would haue
killed him.

In Digeon a town of Burgundie, there came to the feruice of
king FraunciSj (whiche was father to Henry the fecond of that
name, whiche Henry was kylled by Mounfier Mongomerie, in a
triumphe at the Tilt, and graundfather to Charles the ix. that now
raigneth in Fraunce) an Earle of AUemaigne called Guillaume, of
the houfe of Saxon, whereunto the houfe of Sauoie is fo greatly
allied, as in old time they were but one.
This Counte for fo
much as he was eftemed to be fo comely and hardy a Gentleman
as any was in Almaigne, was in futche good fauour with the
king, as he tooke him not onely into feruice, but vfed him fo
nere his perfone, as he made him of his priuy chamber.
Vpon a
day the Gouernour of B urgundie, the Lorde Trimouille (an auncient
knight and loyall feruaunt of the kyng) like one fufpicious and
fearfull of the euill and hurte of his Maifter, had daylie efpies
ouer his enemies, vfing his

affaires fo wyfely, as

very fewe thinges

were concealed from hym. Among other aduertifementes, one
of his friendes wrote vnto him that the Counte Guillaume had
receiued certain fommes of money, with promife of more, if by
any meanes he could deuife which waye to kill the king. The
Lorde of Trimouile hearing of this, failed not to come to the
kyng to giue him knowledge thereof, and difclofed it lykewyfe
to Madame Loyfe of Sauoye his mother, who forgetting her
amitie and aliaunce with the Almaigne Earle, befought the king
forthwith to put hym awaye. The kyng prayed his mother to
fpeake no more thereof, and fayde, that

it

was impoffible that

fo

honeft a Gentleman would attempt to doe a deede fo wicked.

Within a while
confirming the

he bare to

after, there

firfl:

intire loue

him the
But the king gaue fpeciall

his Maifler, craued licence either to expel

countrie, or to put

VOL.

came other newes of that matter,

whereof the Gouernour for the

II.

him

in warde.

F

::
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commaundement

make any femblaunce of
by feme other meanes to knowe
a time when he went a huntmg he girded
fworde that hee had, to ferue for all armes

that he fhould not

difpleafure, for that hee purpofed

the truthe.

Vpon

about him the beft

and

aflayeSj

and toke with

hym

the Counte Guillaume^

he commaunded to wayte vpon him, the
his

owne

perfone.

And

after

firfte

and

whome

chiefefl:

next

he had followed the hart a certayne

tyme, the kyng feing that his traynes was farre from hym, and

no man neare him failing the Counte, tourned hym felfe rounde
about, and when hee fawe that hee was alone, in the mydde
of the foreft, hee drew out his fworde, and fayd to the Counte
" How faye you, (fir counte) is not this a fayre and good
fwoorde ? " The counte feling it at the point, and well viewyng
the fame, aunfwered that he neuer fawe a better in

all

his life.

"You

haue reafon," fayde the kyng, "and I beleue that if a
Gentleman were determined to kyll mee, and did knowe the force
of myne armes, and the goodnefle of myne harte accompanied
with this fword, he would bee twyfe well aduifed before hee
attempted that enterprife.
Notwithftanding I would accompt
him but a cowarde, wee being alone withoute witneffes, if he
did not attempt that, which he were difpofed to do." The Counte
Guillaume with baflifuU and aflonned countenaunce aunfweared
"Sir, the wickedneffe of the enterprife were very great, but

the folly in the execution were no

lefle."

The king with

thofe

and put the fword in the fkaberd
againe and hearing that the chafe drewe neare him, he made
When he was come thether,
to the fame fo fafte as he coulde.
which
had
paffed betweene theira, and
he faid nothing of that
verelye thoughte that the Counte Guillaume although that he
was a ftronge and ftoute gentleman, yet he was no man to do
But the Counte Guillaume, fearing to
fo great an enterprife.
be bewrayed or fufpefted of the faft, next day morning repayred
to Robertet the Secretarie of the kinge's reuenues, and faide
that hee had well wayed the giftes and annuities which the
kinge would giue him to tarrie, but he perceiued that they were
not fufficient to interteigne him for halfe a yeare, and that if it
wordes

fell

in a laughter,

:

pleafed not the king to double the fame, hee fliould be forced to

:
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who

know
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his grace's pleafure

fayd vnto him^ that he himfelfe could

without further commiffion difburffe no more vnto him, but gladly
without further delay he would repaire to the king which he
did more willingly, becaufe he had feene the aduertifements of the
:

Gouernor

aforefaid.

And

declared the matter vnto

fo

him

fone as the kinge was awake, he

Monfier Trimoand Monfier Bouinet, lord admiral], who were vtterly ignorant of that which the king had done.
To whom the kinge faid
" Loe, ye haue bene mifcontented for that I would not put away
the Counte Guillaume, but now ye fee he putteth away himfelfe.
Wherefore Robertet (quoth the king) tell him, that if he be not
content with the ftate which he receiued at his firfl entrie into my
feruice, whereof many gentlemen of good houfes would thinke
themfelues happie, it is meete that he feeke his better fortune,
and tell him that I would be lothe to hinder him, but wilbe very
well contented, that he feeke where he may Hue better, accordingly
as he deferueth."
Robertet was fo diligent to beare this aunfweare to the Counte, as he was to prefent his fute to the kinge.
The counte faid that with his licence he would gladly go forthwith:
and as one whom feare forced to depart, he was not able to beare
his abode 34 houres.
And as the king was fitting downe to
in the prefence of

uille

dinner, fayning to be forye for his departure, but that neceflStie

compelled him to

lofe his

prefence, hee toke his leaue.

He went

likewife to take leaue of the king's mother, which fhe gaue

with

and

fo great ioy, as fhe did receiue

him

him, being her nere kinfman

Then he went into his countrie and the king feing
mother and feruantes aftonned at his fodaine departure,
declared vnto them the Al Arme, which he had giuen him,
faying, that although he was innocent of the matter
fufpefted, foe was his feare greate ynoughe, to
departe from a maifler wyth whofe condicions hitherto he was not acfreind.

:

his

quainted.

OF A GENTLEWOMAN

84

THE FIFTY-SIXTH NOUELL.

A pleafaunt

difcours

There was

in the time of king

young Lord,

of a great Lord to enioy a Gentlewoman of
PampeluncB.

called the lorde of

Lewes the xii. of that name^ a
Auannes fonne to the Lorde Ale-

and brother to king John of Nauarre, with whom the faid
Lord of Auannes ordinarely remayned. Now this yong Lorde was
of the age of xv. yeares, fo comely a perfonage, and full of curtefie
and good behauiour, as he feemed to be created for none other

bret,

purpofe, but to be beloued and regarded

:

and

fo

he was in deede

of al thofe that did wel behold and note his commendable grace

and condicion, but chiefly of a woman, dwelling in the citie of
Pampelunae in Nauarre, the wife of a rich man, with whom flie
liued honeftly
and although flie was but 33 yeres of age, and
her hufband very nere fiftie, yet her behauior was fo modeft, as
flie feemed rather a widow than a maried wyfe, who vfed not to
frequent and haunte any mariages, banquets, or common afl!em:

blies

without the company of her hufbande, the vertue and good-

nes of

whom

flie

fo greatly

before the beautie of

efteemed, as fhe preferred the fame

al others.

The hufband, hauing

experience

of her wifedome, put fuch trufl in her, as he committed al thaf-

houfe to her difcretion vpon a day this rich man
with his wife, were inuited to a mariage of one that was nere kinne
vnto him to which place (for the greater honor of the mariage)

faires of his

:

:

yong Lord of Auannes, who naturally was giuen to
dauncing, and for his excellencie in dauncing there was not his
repaired the

after dinner when they prepared to
like to be found in his time
daunce, the Lord of Auannes was intreated thereunto by the rich
:

him with what gentlewoman bee fhould
" My Lord if there were
any one more beautifull, or more at my commaundement then

man:

the faid lord afked

lead the daunce.

my
fo

wyfe,

I

He

aunfweared him

:

would prefent her vnto you, befeeching you to do mee
as to take her by the hande."
Which the yong

much honour

Lorde

did,

and by reafon of

his youthfull

courage he toke more

:
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pleafure in vaultinge and dauncinge, then in beholding the beautie

of the Ladies

:

and

fhe

whom

he ledde by the hand^ contrarywyfe

regarded more the grace and beautie of the faid yong Lord, then

the daunce wherin fhe was, albeit for her great wifedome fhe
therof no femblance at

Lord

of

al.

When

made

fupper time was come, the

Auannes badde the companie

farewell

and went home

to

whether the riche man accompanied him vppon his
moile and riding homewards together, hee faide vnto him
" My Lord, this day you haue done fo great honor vnto my kinfemen and mee, that it were great ingratitude if I fliould not offer
my felfe with all the goods I haue to do you feruice I knowe fir
that fuch Lordes as you be which haue nere and couetous fathers,
many times do lacke money which we by keeping of fmal housthe caftle

:

:

:

hold,

and vfing good hufbandrie do heape and gather together.

Now thus it is
to my defire he

fir,

that

God hauing

would not in

this

giuen

mee a

wife accordinge

world altogether indue mee with

me

voyde of one ioy which is
the ioye that fathers haue of children. I know fir that it is not my
dutie, and belongeth not to my flate to adopt you for fuch a one,
but if it maye pleafe you to receiue mee for your feruaunt, and to
declare vnto me your fmall affaires, fo farre as a hundred thoufande
heauenly pleafures, but hath

left

Crown es fhall extende, I will not fticke to helpe your neceffities."
The yong Lorde of Auannes was very ioyfull of this offer, for he
had fuche a father as the other had defcribed vnto him and after
he had giuen him hartie thanckes, he called him his friendlye
father.
From that time forth the fayd riche man conceiued fuch
loue in the yong Lord, as daily he ceafed not to inquire of his
lacke and want, and hid not from his wyfe the deuocion which he
bare to the faid Lorde of Auannes, for which fhe rendred vnto him
double thanckes. And after that time the faid yong Lord lacked
:

defired, and many times reforted to that rich man's
and eate with him, and finding him not at home, his
wyfe rewarded him with his demaunde whoe admonifhed her by
wyfe and difcrete talke to be vertuous, becaufe he feared and
loued her aboue all the women of the worlde. She which had God
and her honor before her eyes, was contente with his fight and
talke, wherin confifled the fatiffaftion of his honeflie and vertuous

not what he
to drincke

:

:
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in fuch wife as ftie neuer made any figne or femblaunce,
wherby he might thinke and iudge that fliee had anye affefition
vnto him, but that which was both brotherlie and chriftian.
During this couerte amitie, the Lord of Auannes through the forefaid ayde, was very gorgious and trim me, and approching the
age of XVII. yeares, began to frequent the company of Gentlewomen more then he was wont to do and although he had a
more willing defire, to loue that wyfe and difcrete dame aboue
other, yet the feare which he had to lofe her loue (if fhee mifliked
her fute) made him to hold his peace, and to feeke els wher: and
gaue himfelf to the loue of a Gentlewoman dwelling hard by
Pampelunae, which had to hufband a yong gentleman, that aboue
all thinges loued and delighted in dogges, horffe, and Hawkes.
This noble Gentleman began (for her fake) to deuife a thoufand
paftimes, as Torneyes, running at the Tilt, Mommeries, Mafkes,
feaftes and other games, at all which this yong dame was prefent
but becaufe that her hufband was very fantafticall, and faw his
wyfe to be faire and wanton, hee was ialous of her honour, and
kepte her in fo ftraite, as the fayde Lord of Auannes colde get
nothing at her hands but words, fhortly fpoken, in fome daunce,
albeit in litle time and lefle fpeache, the fayde Lorde perceyued
that there wanted nothing for full perfeftion of their loue, but
time and place wherfore he came to his new adopted father the
rich man, and faid vnto him that he was minded with great deuocion to vifite our Lady of Montferrat, intreating him to fuffer his
houfhoulde traine to remaine with him, becaufe he was difpofed
Whereunto he willingly agreed but his wyfe
to go thither alone.
whofe hart the great prophet loue had infpired, incontinently fuspefted the true caufe of that voyage, and cold not forbeare to
faye vnto the Lord of Auannes thefe woords: "My Lord, my
Lorde, the pilgrimage of the Lady whom you worfliippe, is not
farre without the walles of the Citie, wherefore I befeech you
aboue all thinges to haue regarde vnto your health." Hee which
feared her, and loued her, bluflied at her words, and without talke
by his countenaunce he feemde to confefle the trothe whereupon he departed, and when he had bought a couple of faire
Genets of Spaine he clothed himfelf like a h'orfekeeper and fo dis-

loue

:

:

:

:

:
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guifed his face as no man knew him.
The Gentleman which had
maried that fonde and wanton gentlewoman, louinge aboue all

thinges (as

is fayde before) fayre horfes, efpyed thofe two Genets
which the lord of Auannes did lead, and incontinently came to
buy them and after he had bought them, hee beheld the horfekeeper which rode and handled them paffing well, and afked him
if he were willing to ferue him
the Lord of Auannes anfweared
yea, and added further how he was a poore horfe-keeper vnfkilfull
of other fcience but of keepinge of horfe, which practize hee could
do fo well, as he doubted not but he fhould content and pleafe
him the Gentleman very glad thereof, gaue him charge of all his
horfe, and called forth his wyfe vnto him, vnto whom he recommended his horfe and horfekeper, and told her that he himfelf
was difpofed to go to the caftel
the gentlewoman fo well to
pleafe her hufband as for her owne delight and paftime, wente to
loke vpon her horfe and to behold her new horfkeper, who feemed
to be a man of good bringing vp, notwithftanding fhe knewe him
not. He feing that fhe had no knowledge of him, came to do reuerence vnto her after the maner of Spaine, and taking her by the
hand kifled the fame, and by kiffing of her hand, he difclofed
himfelf fo much as fhe knew him for in dauncing with her many
times he vfed the like curtefie and then fhe ceafed not to deuife
place wher fhe might fpeake to him a part which fhe did the
very fame euening for being bidden to a feafl: wherunto her husband would faine haue had her to go, fhe fayned herfelfe to be
ficke and not able
and her hufband loth to faile his frends re" For fo much (my good wyfe) as you be
queft, faid vnto her
not difpofed to go with me, I pray you to haue regard to my
dogges and horfe that they may lack nothing." The Gentlewoman
was very wel contented with that comiffion howbeit without
chaung of countenance fhe made him anfwere that fith in better
things he would not imploie her, fhe would not refufe the leaft, to
and her hufband was no foher out of the gates,
fatiffie his deiire
but fhe went down into the flable, where fhe founde faulte
wyth diuers things for prouifion whereof fhe committed fuch
feueral bufines to her men on euery fide, that fhee remayned
alone with the matter horlkeper and for feare leaft any fhould
:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:
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come vpon them ynwares, fhe faid vnto him " Go into my
garden and tarie my comming in the litle houfe at the ende of the
:

alley."
Which he did fo diligently as hee had no leafure to
thancke her, and after that flie had giuen order to the yeomen of the
ftable, fliee went to fee the dogges, counterfaiting like care and

them wel intreated in fuch wife as flie feemed
rather a mayde of the chamber then a maiftrefle of the houfe
which done fhee returned into her chamber, where fhe made her
felf to be fo werie, as flie went to bed, faying that fhe was dif-

diligence to haue

:

left her alone except one in whom
and vnto whom fhe faid " Go downe
into the garden, and caufe him whom you fliall finde at the end of
the alley, to come hither." The mayde wente downe and founde
the Maifter horfkeeper there, whom forthwith fhee brought vnto
her maiftrefle and then the gentlewoman caufed her mayd to
go forth to watch when her hufbande came home. The lord of
Auannes feing that he was alone with his maiftres, put of his
horfekeeper's apparrel, plucked from his face his falfe nofe and
beard, and not as a feareful horfekeeper, but like fuch a Lord as he
was, without aflcing leaue of the Gentlewoman, boldly laied him
downe befide her where hee was of that foolifhe woman receiued
fo ioyfully, as his eftate and goodly perfonage did require, continuing with her vntil the retorne of her hufband at whofe comming putting vpon him againe his counterfaite attire, left the pleafure which by policie and malice he had vfurped. The gentleman
when hee was within, hearde tell of the dilligence which his wife had
vfed vppon his commaundemente, and thanked her very hartelie.
"Hufband (faid the gentlewoman) I do but my dutie, and do aflure
you that if there be no ouerfeer to checke and commaunde your negligent feruaunts, you fhal haue neyther dogge nor horfe well kept
and ordred forafmuche as I knowe their flouth, and your good
wil, you fhalbe better ferued then you haue bin heretofore." The
gentleman who thought that he had gotten the heft horfekeeper
" I afl!ure you fir
of the worlde, afked her how fhe liked him.

pofed to fleepe.

All her

fhe repofed her greateft

women

trufl;,

:

:

:

:

:

(quoth fhe) he doth his bufines fo well as any feruaunt, howbeit

he had neede to be called vppon, for you
dayes without an

ouerfeer, wilbe be flow

know
and

feruaunts in thefe

carelefle."

Thus of
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long time continued the hufbande and wyfe in greater amitie and
all the fufpicion and ialoufie
which hee had conceyuedj becaufe before time his wyfe louinge
feafteSj daunces and companies, was become intentife and diligente
about her houfehold and perceiued that now many times fhe
was contented in homely garmentes to go vp and downe the houfe
wher before fhe was accuftomed to be 4 houres in trimming of
herfelfe
whereof fhee was commended of her hufbande, and of
euery man that knew not how the greater deuill had chafed awaye
the lefTe. Thus lined this yonge dame vnder the hypocrifie and
habite of an honefl woman, in fuche flefhlye pleafure as reafon,
confcience, order and meafure, had no longer refling place in
her which infaciat lufl the yong Lord of delicate complexion was
no longer able to fufleine, but began to waxe fo pale and feeble,
as he needed no vifarde for diffiguring of himfelfe. Notwithflanding the folifh loue which he bare to that woman fo dulled his
fence, as he prefumed vppon that force which fayled in the
monftruous giant Hercules, whereby in the ende conftrayned with
ficknes and councelled by his maiflreffe, which loued not the
ficke fo well as the hole, demaunded leaue of his maifler to go
home to his frends who to his great griefe graunted him the
fame and caufed him to make promife that when he was recouered hee fhould returne againe to his feruice. Thus went the Lord
of Auannes on foote away from his maifler, for he had not pafle
the lenght of one flreate to trauaile. And when he was come to
the rich man's houfe his new father, he found none at home but
his wyfe, whofe vertuous loue fhee bare him was nothing dimibut when fhe faw him fo leane and pale,
nifhed for al his voyage
" Sir, I knowe not in
fhe could not forbeare to fay vnto him
what flaye your confcience is, but your body is litle amended by
this pilgrimage, and I am in doubte that the way wherein you
traueiled in the night, did wearie and paine you more, then that
vppon the daye for if you had gone to Hierufalem on foote,
you mighte perhappes haue returned more Sunne burned, but more
leane and weake it had bin impoffible. Now make accompt of
your pilgrimage here, and ferue no more fuch Sain6les, for in
place of rayfinge the deade from life, they do to death thofe that

loue then before, and gaue ouer

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:
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be on liue

moreouer I fhall faye vnto you^ that if your bodye
were neuer fo finfull, I fee well it hath fuffred fuch penaunce, as
I haue pitie to renewe anye former payne."
When the Lorde of
Auannes had hearde all her talke he was no leffe angrie with him" Madame^ I haue fomefelfe then afhamed, and faide vnto her
:

:

times heard

tell

that repentaunce infueth finne^ and

now

I

haue

proued the fame to my cofl:, praying you to excufe my youth that
could not be correfted but by experience of that euill, which before
it

would not

caufed

him

The Gentlewoman chaunging her talke,
downe vppon a fayre bedde, where he lay the

beleeue.'^

to lye

fpace of XV. dayes, feedinge onely vppon refloratiues

and the
hufband and wyfe kept him fo good companye^ as one of theim
neuer departed from him and albeit that he had committed thofe
follies, (fuche as you haue heard) againfl: the minde^ and aduife
of that wyfe and difcrete dame, yet fhee neuer diminifhed the
vertuous loue which fhee bare him, for fhee flill hoped that after
he had fpent his yonger dayes in youthly follies, he would retire
at length when age and experience fhould force him to vfe honeft
loue, and by that meanes would be altogether her owne.
And
during thofe fifteene dayes that he was cherifhed in her houfe,
fhe vfed vnto him womanly and commendable talke, onely tending
:

:

to the loue of vertue, which caryed fuch effeft as he began to

and beholding the gentlewhom he
had delt before, he imprinted in minde more and more the graces
and vertues that were in her, and was not able to keepe in harte
the fecrete conceipt of the fame, but abandoning all feare, he fayd
" Madame, I fee no better means, to be fuch one,
vnto her
and fo vertuous as you by wordes defire me for to be, but to fettle
my harte, and giue my felfe to be holie in loue with vertue, and
I humblie befeech you therthe qualities therunto appertinent.
abhorre the

follie

woman which

that he committed

:

in beautie pafled the other wanton, with

:

fore (good

giue

me

madame)

al

to tel

me

if

your

felfe wil

your ayde and fauor that you

not vouchfafe to

poffiblie can, for

thob-

The maiftrefle very ioyful to heare him
that language, made him aunfwere " And I do promife you
teyning of the fame."

:

that
as

if

you

you,.wilbe in loue with vertue as
be, I wil do

you the

it

feruice that

I

behoueth

fo

noble a

vfe
fir,

ftate

can to bring you there-

1
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"Well madamCj"

9

God hath planted in mee."
Lorde of Auannes, "remember then

abilitie as

faide the

your promife, and vnderftande that God vnknowen of the Christian but by faythj hath dayned to take flefh, like to that our finful
which we beare about vs, to thend that by drawing our flefh into
the loue of his humanity, he

may draw

alfo

our minde to the loue

of his diuinitie, and requireth to be ferued by thinges vifible to

make vs loue by fayth
maner the vertue which
life, is

that diuinity which
I

imbrace

defire to

is

inuiiible

:

the dayes of

all

a thing inuifible and not to be feen but by outward

Wherfore needeful
or fliape to
fhe hath

it is,

let herfelfe

that fhe

mofl: perfeft that fhe

is

herfelf

my

effefts.

put vpon her fome body

be knowen amonges

don by induing

Wherfore

now do

in like

men

:

which

in deede

with your form and fhape, as the

amonges

able to find

lining creatures.

do acknowledge and confefle you to be not onely a
vertuous creature, but euen very vertue it felf. And I which fee
I

the fame to

fliine

vnder the glimfing vaile of the moft perfeft

honor and feme the fame during my life,
all other vaine and vicious loue."
The
gentlewoman no lefle content then marueling to here thofe
words diflembled fo wel her contented minde as fhe faid vnto
him " My Lord, I take not vpon me to aunfwere your diuinity,
but like her that is more fearefull of euill then beleful of good, do
humblie befeech you to ceafe to fpeake to me thofe words of
prayfe, that is not worthy of the leaft of them.
I know right wel
that I am a woman, not onely as another is, but fo imperfe£t, as
vertue might do a better afte to tranfforme me into her, then fhe

that euer was

I will

:

forfaking (for the fame)

:

to take

my

forme, except

to the world

:

it

be

when

fhe defires to be

for vnder fuch habite as

mine

is,

vnknowen

vertue cannot be

knowen, according to her worthines fo it is fir, that for mine imyou fuch affeftion, as a woman
ought or maye do that feareth God, and hath refpeft to her
:

perfedtion, I wil not ceafe to here

honour

:

but that affeftion fhal not appere,

vntill

your harte be

which vertuous loue commaundeth.
know what kinde of fpeach to vfe, and thincke

able to receiue the pacience

And now

fir

I

that you do not loue
as I doe with

all

fo well,

my

your owne goodes, purfe or honour,

hart tender and imbrace the fame."

The
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lord of

Auannes

with teares in eyes, befought her earwoulde vouchfafe to

fearefull

neftly that for her woordes affuraunce, fliee
kifle

him

:

which ihe

refufed, faying that for

breake the countrie's cuftome

came

my

in, to

felfe fo

:

and vppon

this

him^ ihe would not
debate the hufband

whom the Lord of Auannes faid " My father, I knowe
:

much bounde

for euer to repute

me

to

for

you and to your wife, as I befech you
your fonne." Which the good man

''And for furety of that amitie, I pray you," faid
Monfier D'Auannes, "that I may kifle you." Whiche he did.
After he faid vnto him " If it were not for feare to offend the
Law, I would do the like to my mother your wyfe." The husbande hearinge him faye fo, commaunded his wyfe to kiffe him,
which fhe did although fhe made it flraunge, either for the Lord's
defire or for hufband's requefl to do the fame
then the fier
(which words had begunne to kindle in the harte of the poore
Lorde) beganne to augmente by that defired kifle, fo ftrongly fued
which done the fayde Lord of Auanfor, and fo cruelly refufed
nes repayred to the Caftell to the kinge his brother, where he
told many goodly tales of his voyage to Montferrat, and vnderfl:ode there, that the kinge his brother was determined to remoue
to Oily and Taffares, and thinking that the iorney woulde be
longe, conceiued great heauines, which made him to mufe how
willingly did.

:

:

:

he mighte affaye before his departure, whether the wife Gentlebare him fuch good will, as fliee made him beleeue fhee

woman

and therefore hee toke a houfe in the ftreate where fhe
dwelt, which was old and ill fauoured and built of Timber which
houfe about midnight of purpofe he fet on fier, wherof the crye
was fo great throughout the Citie as it was hard within the rich
man's houfe. Who demaunding at his window wher the fier
did

:

:

was, vnderftode

it

to be at the

continentlye repayred with

all

Lord of Auannes, wherunto he inthe people of his houfe, and found

the yonge Lord in his Ihirt in the middefl: of the
pitie

fl:reat,

whom

for

he toke betweene his armes, and couering him with his

nighte

Gowne,

caried

him home

to his houfe with al

poflSble

which was a bed: "Wife, I giue
you to kepe this prifoner, vfe him as my felfe." So fone as he
was departed the fayd Lord of Auannes, who had good wil to be
fpeede,

and

faide

vnto

his wife

OF PAMPELUN^.

93

interteigned for her hufband, quicklie lept into the bed, hoping

make

that the occafion and place would

chaunge her minde, which he founde

as he lept into the bed of thone fide, fhee fpeedelie

Gowne
" How now

the other, and putting on her night

and faid vnto him
that occafions can chaunge a chafl:e harte
bed's head,

:

that as gold

is

fheweth

it

felfe

and the more

?

proued in the Fornace, euen

in the middeft of temptacion
to be
it is

more

wherein

:

fl:rong

by

aflailed

woman

that wife

to be contrary

many

to

for fo fone

:

went out of

fhe repaired to the
fir,

do you thincke

beleeue and thincke
fo

an vnfpotted hart

times an honeft hart

and vertuous, then

els

where,

his contrary, the coulder be the

wherefore be you aflured that if I had bin
minde then that which many times I haue disclofed vnto you, I would not haue fayled to finde meanes to haue
praying you that if you will haue me to confatiffyed the fame
tinue the affeftion which I beare you, to remoue from your minde
for euer not onely the will but the thoughte alfo, for any thinge
you be able to doe to make me other then I am." As fhe was
fpeaking of thefe words her women came into the chamber,
defires of the

fame

:

affefted with other

:

whom

fhe

commaunded

to bring in a colacion of

comfifts and other delicats

:

either to eate or drincke, hee

fayling of his enterprife

:

all

fortes of

but that time hee had no appetite

was

fallen into fuche difpaire for

fearing that the demonftracion of his

would haue caufed her to giue ouer the fecrete familiaritie
betweene them. The hufhande hauinge ceafed the fier, retorned
and intreated the Lord of Auannes that night to lodge in his
defire,

who

that night in fuch nomber of cogitacions
more exercifed with weeping then fleeping, and
early in the morninge he bad them farewell in their bedde, where
by kifling the Gentlewoman hee well perceiued that flie had more
pitie upon his offence, then euill will againfl: his perfon, which
was a cole to make the fier of loue to kindle more fiercely. After
houfe,

paffed

as his eyes were

dinner he rode with the king of TafFares, but before his departure
his newe alied father and of his
furfl:
commaundement
of her hufband,
whoe
after
the
wyfe
difficultie
kifTe
him
then
if
he had bin her
to
made no more
owne fonne. But be afTured the more that vertue flayed her

he went to take his leaue of
:
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eye and countenaunce to (hew the hidden flame, the more

it

did

wyfe as not able to
indure the warres which honour and loue had rayfed within her
hartj (who notwithflanding was determined neuer to fhewe it,

augment and become

intollerablej in fuch

and forgeuen the talke
with him for whom fhe liued) a continuall feuer began to take
her, caufed by a Melancholicke and couert humor, in fuch wyfe
as the extreme partes of her body waxed cold, and thofe within
burnt incefl^antly. The Phifitions (in the hands of whom man's
life doth not depend) began greatly to miftruft health by reafon of
a certaine opilacion which made her melancholicke who counceiled the hufbande to aduertife his wife to confider her confcience, and that fhe was in the handes of God (as thoughe they
which be in health were not in his proteftion) the hufbande
which intirely loued his wyfe, was wyth their woordes made fo
heauye and penfife, as for his confort he wrote to the Lord of
Auannes, befeechinge him to take the paynes to vifite them,
hoping that his fight would greatly eafe and relieue the difeafe
Which requeft the Lord of Auannes immediatly
of his wife.
vppon the recepte of thofe letters flacked not, but by pofl:e arriued
at his father's houfe at the entrye whereof hee founde the feruauntes and women makinge great forrowe and lamentacion accordinglie as the goodnes of their maiflreffe deferued
wherewith
the fayde Lorde was so aftonned as he flioode ftil at the doore like
one in a traunce, vntil he fawe his good father who imbracing
him beganne fo bitterlie to weepe, that he was not able to fpeake
a worde. And fo conueied the fayd Lorde of Auannes vp into the
Chamber of his poore ficke wyfe who cafl:ing vp her languifliing
and reaching his hand vnto her, flie
eyes looked vppon him
flrayned the fame with all her feeble force, and imbracinge and
kiflSnge the fame made a marueylous plainte, and fayd vnto him.
" O my Lord, the houre is come that all diflimulacion mufl ceafe,
and needes I mufh confefle vnto you the troth, which I to my
greate paine haue concealed from you which is, that if you haue
borne vnto me greate affeftion, beleeue that mine rendred vnto
you, hath bin no lefl^e but my forrow hath farre furpafl^ed your
griefe, the fmarte whereof I do feele now againfl: myne hart and
will wherefore, my lord, yee fliall vnderfl:and, that God and mine

hauing

loft

the confolacion of her

fight,

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:
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honour would not

fufFer

to difclofe the fame vnto you,

mee

fearing to increafe in you that which

but knowe yea,

my Lorde, that
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I defired

to be diminifhed

the woordes which fo

:

many tymes

you haue vttered vnto mee, haue bred in me fuch griefe, as the
fame be the Inftrumentes and woorkers of my death, wherewyth
I

am

contente

violence of

renowne

:

fith

my

God

did giue

mee

the grace not to fuffer the

Loue, to blotte the puritye of

for leffe

fire

then

is

my

wythin the kindled harte of mine,

hath ruinated and coufumed mofl: famous and

Nowe my

confcience and

ftately buildinges.

had
power to declare myne affeftion, which is equall vnto yours,
fauing that the honor of men and women be not a like befeechinge you, my Lorde, from henceforth not to feare to addrefle your
felfe to the greatefl: and mofte vertuous Ladies that you can finde
for in fuch noble hartes do dwell the ftrongefl: paffions, and there
the fame be mofte wifely gouerned and God graunt that the
grace, beautie and honeftie, which be in you, do not fuffer your
loue to trauell wythout fruite haue in remembrance good, my
Lord, the flabilitie of mj' conflante minde, and do not attribute
that to crueltie which ought to be imputed to honor, confcience
and vertue: which are thinges a thoufande times more acceptable, then the expence and loffe of tranfitorie life.
Nowe, farewell, my Lorde, recommendinge vnto your honour the flate of my
hufband your good father, to whom I pray you to reherfe the
troth of that which you doe know by mee, to the intent that he
may be certefied how dearely I haue loued God and him for
whofe fake I befeech you to abfente your felfe out of my fight
for from henceforth I do meane holye to giue my felfe to the
contemplacion of thofe promifes which God hath louingly dehart

is

well at cafe, fithe before I dye, I haue

:

:

:

:

creed, before the conftitucion of the world."

In faying

fo fliee

him, and imbraced him wyth all the force of her feeble
armes. The fayde Lorde, whofe hart was dead for compaffion, as
her's was in dying through griefe and forrow, without power
kilTed

to fpeake one onely worde, withdrew himfelfe out of her fight

and laye downe vpon a bed within an inner chamber where he
Then the gentlewoman called for her husfainted many times.
bande, and after flie had giuen him many goodly leffons, fhee
recommended him to the Lord of Auannes, afluringe him that
:
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nexte to his parfoiij of

all

the

men

in the worlde fhee had

him in

hufbande fhee badde
him farewell. And then was brought vnto her the holye Sacramente, which Ihee receyued with fuch ioye^ as one certaine and
fure of her Saluacion, and perceyuinge her fighte begynne to
fayle, and her flrength diminifhe fhe pronounced aloude
In
greatefte eftimacion

:

and

foe

kiffinge her

:

At which

Lorde of Auannes rofe vp from
the bedde, and piteoufly beholding her, he viewed her with a
fwete fighe, to rendre her glorioufe ghoft to him which had redemed it. And when he perceiued that fhee was dead, hee ran
to the dead bodie, which liuing he durft not approche for feare,
and imbraced and kiffed the fame in fuch wife, as muche a doe
there was to remoue her corps out of his armes wherof the
hufband was very much abaflied, for that he neuer thought that
he had borne his wife fuch affefliion. And in faying vnto him
"My Lord, you haue done enough:" they withdrew them felues
And after long lamentation, the one for his wife, and
together.
the other for his Lady the Lord of Auannes told him the whole
difcourfe of his Loue, and howe vntill her death (he neuer graunted
him not fo muche as one figne or token of loue, but in place
therof a rebellious minde to his importunate futes at the reherfall whereof, the hufbande conceiued greater pleafure and contentment than euer he did before: which augmented or rather
doubled his forrow and griefe for loffe of fuch a wife. And all his
life time after, in al feruices and duties he obeyed the Lord of
Auannes, that then was not aboue eightene yeres of age, who
retourned to the Courte, and continued there many yeares without will to fee or fpeake to any woman, for the forrow which he
had taken for his Lady, and more then two yeres he wore blacke
Beholde here the difference betweene a
for mourning apparell.
wife and difcrete woman, and one that was wanton and foolifh,
both which fortes expreffed different effeftes of loue whereof
the one receiued a glorious and commendable death, and the
other liued to long to her great fhame and infamie. The one
by fmall fute fone won and obteyned, the other by earneft requeftes and great payne purfued and followed.
And till
death had taken order, to ridde her from that purfute,

manus

tuas,

&c.

crie the

:

:

:

:

:

fhe euer continued conftant.

:
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THE FIFTY-SEUENTH NOUELL.

A punijhment more rigorous

than death, of a hujband towarde his

wife that had committed adulterie.

King Charles of Fraunce, the eight of that namej fent into Germany a gentleman called Bernage, lorde of Cyure befides Amboife
who to make fpeede, fpared neither daye nor nighte for execution
of his Prince's commaundement.

In futch wyfe as very late in
euening
he
arriued
an
at the Caftle of a Gentleman, to demaunde
lodging, which very hardly he obtained.
Howbeit, when the gentleman vnderftode that he was the feruaunt of fuch a kyng, he
prayed him not to take it in ill parte the rudinefle of his feruantes
becaufe vppon occafion of certain his wiue's frends which loued him
not, he was forced to kepe his houfe fo ftraight.
Then Bernage
tolde

him

the caufe of his iourney, wherein the

to doe to the king his maifter

all feruice

Gentleman offered
Leading him

poffible.

into his houfe where he was feafted and lodged very honorably.

When

fupper was ready, the Gentleman conueyed him into a

hanged with fayre Tapiftrie. And the meate being fet
table, and he required to fit down, he perceiued a
woman comming forth behind the hanging, which was fo beautifuU as might be feene, fauing that her head was all fliauen, and
apparelled in Almaine blacke.
After bothe the Gentlemen had
wafhed, water was brought to the Gentlewoman, who when fhe had
wafhed fhe fat down alfo^ without fpeaking to any, or any word
fpoken vnto her againe. The Lorde Bernage beholding her well,
thought her to be one of the fayrefl: Ladies that euer he fawe, if
her face had not bene fo pale and her countenaunce fo fadde. After
fhe had eaten a litle, fhe called for drinke, which one of the feruauntes brought vnto her in a ftraunge cup for it was the head
of a dead man trimmed with filuer, wherof fhe drancke twice or
When fhe had fupped and wafhed her handes, making a
thrice.
reuerence to the Lord of the houfe, fhee retourned backe againe
Bernage was fo
that way fhee came, without fpeaking to any.
much amafed at that ftraunge fighte, as he waxed very heauie and
parler wel

vpon the

:
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fadde.

The gentleman who marked hym,

fayde vnto

hym

:

"

I

fee well that you be aftonned at that you faw at the table, but

feyng your honeft demeanour,

I

wyll not keepe

it

fecrete

from

you,becaufe you fhal not note that crueltie to be done without greate
occafion.

This gentlewoman whiche you

I loued better

than was

poffible for

fee, is

any man

my

wyfe,

whom

to loue his wyfe.

and
She like^yfe fhewed
vnto me fuche fignes of loue, as I attempted a thoufande wayes
to place her here for her ioye and myne, where wee lyued a long
tyme in fuche refte and contentation, as I thought my felf the
happieft Gentleman in Chriftendome. But in a iourney whiche I
made, the attempt whereof myne honour forced me, fhee forgot
bothe her felfe, her confcience, and the loue whiche fhee bare
towardes mee, and fell in loue with a Gentleman that I brought vp
in this houfe, whiche her loue vpon my retourne I perceiued to be
true.
Notwithflanding the loue that I bare her, was fo great
as I had no miftruft in her, tyll futch tyme as experience did
open myne eyes, and fawe the thynge that I feared more than
death.
For whiche caufe my loue was tourned into furie and dispayre, fo greate, as I watched her fo nere, that vppon a daye fayning my felfe to goe abroade, I hydde my felfe in the chamber
where now fhee remayneth.
Into the whiche fone after my
departure fliee repayred, and caufed the Gentleman to come theWhome I did beholde to doe that thinge, which was altother.
gether vnmeete for any man to doe to her, but my felfe. But when
I fawe him mounte vppon the bed after her, I ftepped forth and
tooke him betwene her armes, and with my dagger immediatly
In fuch forte as to marry her I forgat

all

feare of friendes,

brought her hither in defpite of her parentes.

did

kill

him.

And

my wife femed fo great
was not fufficient to punifli her, I
mine opinion is worfe vnto her than

becaufe the offence of

as the doing of her to death

deuifed a tormept

whicb

in

doe locke her vp in the chamber
wherein fhe accuftomed to vfe her delightes, and in the companie
of hym that flie loued farre better than me.
In the clofet of which
death.

For thus

I vfe her, I

chamber I haue placed the Anatomic of her friend, referuing the
fame as a precious lewell. And to the ende fhee may not forget
him at meales, at the table before my face, fhe vfeth his ikuUe in

:
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(aliue) in the prefence of
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the intent fhe

hym whom

may

behold him

through her owne fault

flie

hath made her mortal enemy, and him dead and flain for her fake,
whofe loue fhe preferred before mine. And fo beholdeth thofe
twoo thinges at dinner and fupper which ought to difpleafe her
mofte, her enemie liuing, and her friend dead, and al through her

own

wickednefle, howbeit

doe vfe her no worfe than

I

although fhee goeth thus fhauen
doth not appertaine to an

fir,

token

to take the

flie

payne

for the

adultrefle,

niture of the head to an unchaft
fo fhauen, in

:

hath

loft

Wherefore

her honeftie.

And

felf,

nor the vayle or other fur-

woman.

to fee her, I wil bring

unto Bernage willingly aflented.

my

ornament of the heare

you

If

it

fhe goeth

pleafe you,

to her."

Where-

defcending into her cham-

ber whiche was very richely furnifhed, they founde her fitting alone
at the

fier.

And

the

Gentleman drawing a Curteine, whiche was
Anatomie of the dead man hanging.

before the Clofet, he fawe the

Bernage had a great defire to fpeake vnto the Ladye, but for feare
of her hufband he durft not. The Gentleman perceiuin the fame,
" If it pleafe you to fpeake vnto her, you fhal vnfaid vnto him
derftand her order of talke." Therwithall Bernage fayde vnto her
" Madame, if your pacience be correfpondent to this torment, I
deme you to be the happieft woman of the worlde." The lady
with teares trickeling down her eyes with a grace fo good and
humble as was poffible, fpake thus vnto him " Sir, I doe confefTe
:

:

my

and torment that the
Lorde of this place (for I am not worthy to call him hufbande) can
doe vnto me, be nothing comparable to the forrowe I haue conceiued of myne offence." And in fayinge fo, fhe began pitifully to
weepe. Therewithall the Gentleman toke Bernage by the hande,
and led him forth. The next day morning he departed about the
Notwithftanding, in bidbufineffe which the king had fent him.
fayde
hym " Sir, the loue
fare
well,
he
vnto
Gentleman
ding the
fault to be fo great, as all the affli£tions

:

beare vnto you, and the honor and fecretes wherewith you

whiche I
haue made me priuie, doth force me to faye vnto you howe I doe
thinke good (feing the great repentance of the poore Gentlewoman
your wife) that you doe fhewe her mercie. And bicaufe you be
yong and haue no children, it were a verie great lofle and detriment

lOO

A STRAUNGE PUNISHMENT OF ADULTERIE.

to lofe fuch a houfe and ligneage as yours

is.

And

to paffe, that your enemies thereby in time to

it may fo come
come may be your

and inioye the goodes and patrimonie whiche you doe leaue
The Gentleman which neuer thought to fpeake
vnto his wife, with thofe wordes paufed a great while, and in thend
confefTed his faying to be true, promifing him that if fhe would
continue in that humilitie, he would in time ihew pittie vppon her,
with whiche promife Bernage departed. And when he was re-

heires,

behinde you."

tourned towardes the king his maifter, hee recompted vnto him
the fuccefle of his iourneyes. And amonges other thinges he tolde

him of the

beautie of this Ladie,

of Paris, to bring

him her

of her hulband, he did.

who

fent his Painter called

counterfaifte

Who

:

which with the confent

after that long penaunce, for

a defire he had to haue children, and for the
hee bare to his wyfe which with great

pitie

hum-

blenefle receiued that affliftion, tooke her

vnto

hym

lohn

agayne, and afterwardes

begat of her

many

children.
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A

Prefident of Grenoble aduertifed of the
wife, tookfuch order, that his honejiie

ill

gouernement of

his

was not diminijhed, and yet

reuenged thefaSte,

In Grenoble

(the chiefe citie of a Countrie in

Daulphine, which

citie

otherwife

is

named

Fraunce called

Gratianapolis) there

was a Prefident that had a very fayre wyfe, who perceiuing her
hufbande beginne to waxe olde, fell in loue with a yong man
that was her hufband's Clark, a very propre and handfome felowe.
Vpon a time when her hufband in a morning was gone to the
Palace, the clarke entred his chamber and tooke his Maifter's
place, whiche thing one of the prefidente's men, that faithfully
had ferued him the fpace of xxx. yeres like a truftie feruant
perceiuing, could not keepe it fecret, but tolde his Maifter.
The
Prefident whiche was a wife man, would not beleue it vpon his
he did it of purpofe to fet difcord
betwene him and his wife, notwithfl:anding if the thing were true
as he had reported, he might let him fee the thing it felfe, whiche
if he did not, he had good caufe to thinke that he had deuifed a
The feruaunt
lye to breake and diflTolue the loue betwene them.
did affure him that he would caufe him to fee the thing wherof
he had tolde him. And one morning fo fone as the Prefident was
light report, but fayde that

gone to the Court, and the Clarked entred into his chamber, the
feruaunt fent one of his companions to tel his maifl:er that he
might come in good time, to fee the thing that he had declared
vnto him, he himfelf ftanding fl:il at the doore to watch that the
The Prefident fo fone as he fawe the
partie might not goe out.
figne that one of his men made vnto him, fayning that he was not
wel at eafe, left the audience, and fpedely went home to his houfe,
where he founde his olde feruaunt watching at the chamber dore,
affuring him for truth that the Clarke was within, and that he
fhould with fpede to goe in.

"

Do

The

Prefident fayd to his feruant

not tarrie at the dore, for thou knowefl; ther is no other
going out or comming in but onely this, except a litle clofet

:
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wherof I alone do beare the keye."
The prefident entred the
chamber, and found his wife and the Clarke a bed together, who
in his

fliirt

fell

downe

at the

prefident's

craning par-

feete,

To whome

the
much afraid began to weepe.
"
Prefident fayde
For fo muche as the thing which thou haft
done is fuch, as thou maift well confider, that I can not abyde
my houfe (for thee) in this fort to be diflionored, and the
daughters which I haue had by thee to be difauaunced and abafed
therfore leaue of thy weeping, and marke what I fhall doe.
And thou Nicolas (for that was his Clarke's name) hide thy felfe
here in my clofet, and in any wife make no noyfe." When he

don, and his wife
:

:

had fo done, he opened the dore and called in his olde feruaunt,
and fayde vnto him "Diddeft not thou warrant and aflure me
that thou wouldeft let me fee my Clarke and wyfe in bedde together ? And vppon thy words I am come hether, thinking to
haue killed my wife, and doe finde nothing to be true of that
which thou diddeft tell me. For I haue fearched the chamber in
:

euery place as

I will fliewe

And

thee."

with that he caufed his

And

feruant to looke vnder the beddes, and in euery corner.

when

the feruant founde him not, throughly aftonned, he fayde

to his maifter

he

is

here

:

Then

:

"

Sir,

I

fawe him goe into the chamber, and out

not gone at the dore

:

and

fo farre as I

can

fee

he

is

not

him awaye."
" Thou art a

therefore I thinke the Diuel muft nedes carrie
his

maifter rebuked

villayn, to fet fuch diuifion

him

in

thefe

betwene

my

words

:

wife and me, where-

from my feruice, and for that which
paye the thy dutie, with the aduauntage: therefore get thee hence, and take hede that thou doeft
not tarrie in this town aboue xxiiii. houres." The Prefident for
that he knew him to be an honeft and faithful! feruaunt, gaue
him five or fixe yeares wages, and purpofed otherwife to preferre
fore I doe difcharge thee

thou haft done me,

him.

When

I will

the feruaunt (with

ill

will

and weping

teares)

was

come out of his Clofet
his
to
wife
declared
and
and after he had
him, what bee thought
of their ill behauiour, he forbad them to fhewe no likelyhode
of any fuch matter, and commaunded his wyfe to attire and
drefle her felfe in more gorgeous apparell, than Ihe was wont
departed, the Prefident caufed his Clark to
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and

to

haunt and

ing the Clarke to

make a

refort to
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company and

better countenaunce

feaftes, will-

on the matter

then hee did before, but whenfoeuer he rounded him in the
eare and bad him depart, he charged him after that commaundement not to tarry foure houres in the towne. And when he had
thus done, he retourned to the palace Courte, as though there
hadde no futche thing chaunced. And the fpace of fiftene dayes
(contrary to his cuflome) he feafted his frendes and neighbours,
and after euery thofe bankettes, he caufed the minflrels to play,
to

make

the

Gentlewomen daunce.

One daye he

feing his wife

not to daunce, he commaunded his Clarke to take her by the
hande, and to leade her forth to daunce,

who

thinking the Pre-

had forgotten the trefpafle paft, very ioyfully daunced
with her. But when the daunce was ended, the Prefident faining as though he would haue commaunded him to doe fome
thing in his houfe, bad him in his eare to get him away and
neuer to retourne. Now was the Clark very forowfull to leaue
his Ladye, but yet no leffe ioyfull he was that his life was faued.
Afterwardes when the Prefident had made all his frendes and
kinffolkes, and all the countrey, beleue what great loue he bare
to his wife, vppon a faire day in the moneth of May, he went
to gather a faliade in his garden, the herbes whereof after fhe
had eaten, fhe liued not aboue xxiiii. houres after, whereof he
counterfaited-fuche forrowe, as no man could fufpedt the occafion of her death.
And by that meanes he was reuenged of his enemy, and faued the honour of his houfe.
"CI will not by this Nouell (faid Emarfuitte) prayfe the confcience of the Prefident, but herein I haue declared the light
behauiour of a woman, and the great pacience and prudence
of a man: Praying you good Ladies all, not to be offended at
the truthe." " If all women (quo Parlamente) that loue their
fident

Clarkes or feruauntes, were forced to eate fuch fallades, I beleue
they would not loue their gardens fo well as they doe, but woulde
teare

and plucke vp

all

the herbes bothe roote and rinde, to auoyde

thofe thinges that by death might aduaunce the honor of their
fl:ock

and

and ligneage."
fo

"If

daungerous in May,

coftly (quod Hircan)
prouoke appetite with other

fallades be fo
I will

fawces, or els hunger fhall be

my

chiefefl:,"

'J^
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THE FIFTY-NINTH NOUELL.

A

gentleman of Perche fufpeSiing iniurie done vnto him ly his
to execute and put in proufe the caufe of his

friend, prouoked him
fufpicion.

Besides the countrie of Perche, there were two Gentlemen,
which from the tyme of theyr youthe lyued in futche great and
perfeft amitie, as there was betwene them but one harte, one bed,
and one purfe. Long time continued this
betwene whom there was but one will and one
woorde, no difference in either of them in fo muche as they not
onely femed to be two brethren, but alfo they appeared in al femblances to be but one man.
One of them chaunced to mary notone houfe, one

table,

perfefl; frendfliip

:

:

:

withftanding they gaue not ouer their frendfhip, but perfeuered

wont to doe: and whan they
happened to be ftrained to ftraight lodging, the maried gentleman
would not firick to fuffer his friend to lie with him and his wife.
But yet you ought for frendfhip fake to confider that the maried
man lay in the mids. Their goodes were common betwene them,
and the mariage did yelde no caufe to hinder their afTured amitie.
in their vfual amitie as they were

But

in

procefTe

carieth with

it

of time, the felicitie

of this worlde (whiche

a certaine mutabitie) could not continue in the

houfe,

which was before

maried

man

right

pleafaunt and

happy

:

for the

forgetting the faithfull fidelitie of his friend, without

any caufe conceiued a greate fufpicion betwene hym and his wyfe,
from whom he could not difTemble the cafe, but fharpely tolde
her his mynde. She therewithall was wonderfully amazed howbeit, he commaunded her to doe all thinges (one thing excepted)
and to make fo muche of his companion as of himfelfe. Neuer:

thelefTe

he forbade her to fpeake vnto hym except it were in the
All which fhe gaue her hufbande's companion

prefence of many.

who would not beleue her, knowyng that hee
had neither by thought or deede done anye thing whereof his
companion had caufe to be offended. And likewife becaufe he
ufed to kepe nothing fecrete from hym, he tolde him what he

to vnderflande,
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hym

to

tell

105

him the truthe of

the matter,

becaufe he purpofed neither in that, ne yet in any other thing, to

geue occafion of breach of that amitie which of long time they
had imbraced. The maried Gentleman affured him that he neuer

and how they which had fowen that rumor, had wickWhereunto his companion replied: "I knowe
wel enough that leloufie is a paffion fo intoUerable as loue it
felfe.
And when you fliall conceiue that opinion of laloufie, yea
and it were of my felfe, I fhould do you no wrong, for your felfe
were not able to kepe it. But of one thing which is in your power,
I haue good matter whereof to complayne, and that is becaufe
you will concele from me your maladie, fith there was no paffion
or opinion which you conceiued, that before this time you kept
fecret from me.
Likewife for my owne parte if I were amorous of
your wife, you ought not to impute it as a fault vnto me, becaufe
it is a fier which I bare not in my handes, to vfe at my pleafure.
But if I kepe it to my felfe from you, and indeuour to make youre
wife knowe it by demonftration of my loue, I might then be
accompted that vntruftieft friend that euer liued and for me I
doe aflure you that fhee is a right honeft and a good woman,
and one that my fanfie doth left fauour (although (he were not
your wife) of all them that euer I fawe. But now Athens there
is no caufe, I do require you that if you perceiue any fufpicion,
be it neuer fo litle, to tell me of it, becaufe I would fo vfe myfelf,
as our frendfhip which hath indured fo long tyme, might not bee
broken for a woman and if I did loue her aboue any thing in the
worlde, yet furely I would neuer fpeake worde vnto her, bicaufe
thought

it,

edly belied him.

:

:

I

doe efteme our frendfliip better then the greateft treafure."

His companion fwore vnto him very great othes that he neuer
thought it, praying him to vfe his houfe as he had done before.
Whereunto he aunfwered: "Sithe you will haue me fo to doe,
I am content: but I praye you if hereafter you doe conceiue
any finiflre opinion in me, not to diflemble the fame, which

you doe I will neuer continue longer in your companie."
In procefle of time, liuing together according to their cuftome,
the maried Gentleman entred againe into greater leloufie than
if

euer he did,

commaunding

his wife to beare

no more that counte-
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was wont to doe. Whiche comcompanion, praying him
after that time to forbeare to fpeake vnto her, for that fhe was
forbidden to doe the like to him. The gentleman vnderflanding
by wordes and certaine countenaunces, that his companion had
naunce towards him that

maundement

fhe

fhe tolde her hulhande's

not kept promife, he fayd vnto him in great choler:
lous

(my companion)

me by

is

a thing naturall

:

"To

be la-

but bicaufe thou diddeft

by no meanes
betwene thyne
harte and mine, there could be no let and interruption but to
my great griefe and without anye fault on my part, I doe fee the
contrarie. For as muche as thou art not only very lalous betwene
thy wife and mee, but alfo thou wouldeft diffimulate and couer
fweare vnto

forbeare any longer

othes not to dilTemble, I can

:

for I did euer thinke that

:

the fame, fo that in the ende thy maladie and difeafe continuing
fo long, is altered into

mere malice, and lyke

as oure loue

hath

bene the greatefte that bathe bene feene in oure tyme^ euen
our difpleafure and hatred

nowe

fo

haue done fo
mutche as lyeth in mee, to auoyde "this inconuenience, but fithe
thou haft fufpefted me to be an ill man, and I haue flill fhewed
my felfe to be the contrary, I doe fweare, and therwithal afTure
thee, by my faith, that I am the fame thou thinkeft me to be, and
therefore from henceforth take hede of me
for fince fufpicion
hath feparated the from my loue and amitie, defpite fhall deuide
me from thine." And albeit that his companion would haue made
him beleue the contrarie, and that bee miflirufled hym nothing at
all, yet he withdrewe his part of his moueables and goodes that
before were common betweene them, fo that then both their
hartes and goodes were fo farre feparated as before they were
In fuch wyfe as the vnmaried
vnited and ioyned together.
is

moflie mortall.

I

:

Gentleman neuer

ceafTed

till

he had made his com-

panion cockolde, according to
promife.

his
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THE SIXTIETH NOUELL.
The piteous death of an Amoroufe Gentleman, for
comfort geuen him to late, ly his leloued,

Betwene Daulphine and
more

Prouence, there was a gentlemanj

riche and better furnifhed with beautie, vertue, and good

condicions, then with the goodes of fortune

with a gentlewoman that

for this time fhall

pefte of her parentes that are

Gentleman's name

come

and yet the

:

who

fill

want a name,

of honorable houfes,

alfo flialbe vntolde, for like refpefte,

altogether not fo honorably allied, as the
louedj

the Jlacke

hiftorie

in loue
for res-

and the

although

Gentlewoman that he

very certen and true.

And

bicaufe his

degree was not fo high as hers, hee durft not difcouer his affec-

which he bare her, was fo good and perfeft, as
would he haue bene tormented with the panges of death,
then couet the leaft aduauntage that might redounde to her dishonor. And feing his ftate to bafe in refpefte of hers, had no
hope to marry her. Wherefore he grounded his loue vpon none
other foundation and intent, but to loue her with all his power fo
perfeftlye as was poffible, which in the ende came vnto her
knowledge. And the Gentlewoman knowing and feing the honefl
amitie which he bare her, to be ful of vertue, ioyned with chafl:
and comly talke, felt her felfe right happie to be beloued and
had in prife, of a perfonage fo well condicioned, praftifing dayly
cherefull countinaunce towardes him (whiche was the beft rewarde he pretended to haue) whereof he conceiued great eafe and
contentment.
But malice the cancred enemy of all refte and
For
quiet, could not long abide this honefl: and happie life.
fome frowning at his good happe, (as malice euer accompanieth
a well difpofed mynde) tolde the mother of the mayden, howe
they marueiled that the Gentleman fhould bee fo familiar in her
houfe, inferring therewithall that the beautie of her daughter was
the only caufe, with whom they fawe him many times to vfe
The mother which by no meanes
fecrete and priuat fpeach.
doubted the honefl;ie of the Gentleman, no more then fhee did
tion

:

rather

for the loue
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of her

own

children,

was very

forie

that feme
She thought therfore to

to vnderftand

fhold be offended at that their familiarity.

fhunne the caufe of their offence.

And

at length, (fearing that

Gentleman
was wont to doe.

{launder might be raifed of malice) fhe required the
for a

to haunt no more her houfe,

tyme

A thing to him
and

lefle defert

honefl: talke

as he

of harde digeflion, knowing his

from the houfe,

to be eftranged

own

for refpefit of the

he vfed to the yonge gentlewoman.

ingj to ftoppe the rage of malicious tongues^

innocencie,

Notwithftand-

he withdrew himfelf,

he thought the brute was ceafed, and then retourned after his
wonted maner whofe abfence nothing abridged his auncient
good will. And he began no foner to be familiar there again,
till

:

but he vnderflode that the mayden fhould be maried to a Gentle-

man, that was not

fo ritche

and noble

(as

femed to hym) and

therfore he thought he fhould receiue great wrong, if fhe were

beftowed vpon that Gentleman, and not on hym, that had bene
fo

long a futor.

hym

And

thereupon conceiued corage to preferre

in playne tunes, if choyfe were

geuen to the maiden.
Howebeit, the mother and other of her kynne, follicitedand chofe
the other gentleman becaufe (in dede) he was more welthie.
felfe

Whereat the poore gentleman fretted with difpleafure, feing that
his Ladie fhould for worldly mucke be defrauded of her greatefl
ioye, by little and little without other maladie, began to languiflie,
and in litle tyme was fo altered, as in his face appeared the vifage
of death.

NeuerthelefTe he could not forbeare the houfe of his

beloued, but continually from time to time

made his

repaire thether

baulme of that beautie, which he thought
would prolong his dayes, but it was the onely abridgement. In
thend the poyfon he fucked by the viewe of that beautie, confumed his flrength, and force failing him, was conflrained to
kepe his bedde. Whereof he would not aduertife her whome he
loued, for greuing her, knowing well that fhe would bee torto fede himfelfe with the

mented with the newes.

And

fo fuffring

him

felfe to

runne the

race of paft recourye, lofl alfo his appetite to eate or drinck,

and therewithal!

his flepe

and

reft

fayled,

in fuche plight as

within fhort fpace he was confumed in vifage and face, as

grewe to be

vglie

and cleane out of knowledge.

Brought

it

to
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this

lowe

treSj

eftate,

one of his frends

certified the
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mother of

his mis-

that was a very charitable and kinde Gentlewoman, and

if all their parentes and kinne had bene
and the mayden's opinion they would haue preferred the
honeftie of him, before the great fubftance of the other.
But
father's
fide
the frendes of the
by no meanes would confent vnto
jt.
Yet the good Gentlewoman and her daughter (for all the
other's frowardues) vouchfafed to vifit the poor gentleman whom
they founde, rather declining towards death, then in hope of
life.
And knowing his ende to approche, he was fhriuen and
receiued the holy Sacrament, purpofing of prefent pafl!age by
panges of death, neuer to fee any of his frendes againe. Being
in this cafe and yet feing her, whome he counted to be his life
and fauftie, felte fuche foudden recouerie, as hee threwe hym
" What
felfe alofte his bedde and fpake thefe wordes vnto her
caufe hath drieuen you hither (mifl:res myne) by takyng paines
to vifite him, who hath one of his feet alreadie within the graue,

loued fo well the man, as
of her's

:

the other ftepping after with conuenient fpeede, for execution
the mother.

" Is

poffible that hee,

it

"

Howe
whom we

whereof you bee the onely Inftrument."

fo, fir

?

" fayde

fo derely loue,

can receiue death by our offences? I pray you fir to tell me,
what reafon leadeth you to fpeake thefe wordes." "Madame,"
fayde he, "fo long as I could, I diffembled the loue that I
bare to my deare mifl:res your daughter fo it is that my parentes
and frendes fpeaking of a mariage betwene her and me, haue
clattred thereof moe nedeles woordes then I defired, by waying
the mifliap that might infue, and nowe doth happe paft all hope
not for my particular pleafure, but bicaufe I knowe with none
other flie flialbe fo well intreated nor beloued as fhe fhould haue
bene with me. The benefit which I fee flie hath lofl:, is the mofl:
:

befl; affefted feruaunt that euer fhee had in this
wherof fummoneth death to arrefl: the carcafe,
that fhould haue bene imployed for her feruice, which intierly
was conferued and fhould haue bene for her fake but fithe nowe
it can ferue her to no purpofe, the fimple loffe fliall redounde

perfe6t frende the

worlde, the

loffe

:

to greatefl: gaine.
lieth

bewrapped

I

in

meane my
death

felfe

before

(good Ladies bothe) that

your

faces,

whofe withered

no
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clammes hath catched the fame within her reach, and hath warned
the clocke to toUe the dolefull bell for his poor lovyng ghofte,

nowe

ftretchynge out for the winding

corpSj

all

(affefted

fliete

forworne with the watche and
with like care) do

feele.

to

toile,

It is

fhrowde his maigre

that fuch poore meii

my

felfe,

that

erfl:

was

rouing amid the troupe of Courtlie knightes decked with comely

whofe hewe dame Nature ftayned with the colours of her
art.
It is I that of late was loued of that Nymphe, and
earthie Goddefle, who with courtinge countenaunce imbraced the
place where I did ftande, and kifled the fteps wherein I trode.
It is my felfe I faye, that whilom in painefull bliffe, did bath my
felfe, and fedde mine eyes with the happie viewe of the heauenface,

golden

lieft

creature that euer

ioyes

by

to to

much

God

did

make.

And by

forgoing of thofe

mifhap, and facred famine of curfed mucke,

am thus pined as ye fee, and wrapte in hopeles ftate." The
mother and doughter hearinge this complainte, did their indeuour
to cheere him vp, and the mother fayde unto him
"Be of good
courage fir, and I promlfe you my fayth, that if God giue you
health, my doughter (hal haue none other hufband but you, and
behold her here, whom I commaunde to make you prefent promife." The mayden weeping with a virginall fhamefaflnes, confented to her mother's heft.
But knowing when he was recouered,
that he fhould not haue her, and that the mother was fo liberal of
her fayre words, to recomfort him and aflaye if fhe might refl:ore
him he faid vnto them, that if thofe words had bin pronounced
three monethes paft, he had bin the luflieft and moft happie gentleman of Fraunce but helpe offred fo late, was pafl beliefe and
hope. But when he faw, that they went about to force him to
beleeue it, he faid vnto them: "Now that I fee ye go about to
promife the good tourne which can neuer chaunce vnto mee,
yea although confent ioyned with vnfayned promife defires the
yet let me
effeft, for refpeft of the feeble ftate wherein I am
I

:

:

:

:

craue one thing at your hands, farre leffe then that ye offer,
which hitherto I neuer durfl: be fo bolde to afke." Whereunto

they both affented and fwore to performe
be afliamed to requyre
deliuer her into

it.

"

mine armes

I

it, intreating him not
humbly befeech ye (quoth bee)

whom

ye haue promifed to be

to

to

my

1
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wife,

and commaunde her

not vfed to fuch priuie

to imbrace

and

kiffe

1 1

me."

The mayden

ne yet acquainted with fuch fecrete

futes,

made fome difficultie, but her mother gaue her exprefle
commaundement to doe it, perceyuing in him no likelihode or
The maiden then vpon that commaundeforce of a man to Hue.
fafts,

ment, aduaunced
faying vnto him

The

herfelfe
:

"

uppon the bedde of the poore
befeech you to be of good

pacient,

cheere."

Sir, I

languifhing creature, fo hard as he could for his extreeme

confumed armes, and with al the
body imbraced the caufe of his death, and kiffinge
her with his colde and wanne mouth, held her fo long as he could,
and then fpake vnto the mayden " The loue which I haue borne
debilitie, ftretched forth his faint

force of his

:

you hath bin

and the good will fo honeft, as neuer
(mariage excepted) I wifhed anye other thinge of you, but that
which I prefentlye haue, throughe the wante whereof and with
the fame I will ioyfully render my fpirite to God, who is the parfaifte Loue, and truefl: Charitie, whoe knoweth the greatnes of my
loue and the honeftie of my defire: humblie befeeching him, (that
nowe I hauing my defire betweene mine armes,) to interteigne

my

fo

great,

And in faying fo he
armes with fuch vehemencie, as
the feeble hart not able to abide that aflault, was abandoned of
all powers and mouinges
for the inftant ioye fo dilated and
ftretched forth the fame, as the fiege of the foule gaue ouer, making his repaire and flighte to his Creator and becaufe the fenceHowbeit
les bodye refted withoute life, it gaue ouer his holde.
the loue, which the Daraofell had ftill kept fecrete, at that time
fhewed it felf fo ftrong and mightie, as the mother and feruauntes
ghoft within his

bleffed

caught her againe betweene

bofome."

his

:

:

of the dead Gentleman had much a do to feparate that vnion, but
by force they haled away the lining, almoft deade with the deade.
After the funerall was done with honourable exequies but the
greateft triumph was fpent in teares, weepinges and cryes, fpecially by the gentlewoman, which fo much more were manifefte
after his death, as before in his life time they were differabled,
:

beftowinge them as an expiacion or

facrifice, to fatiffie

the

wrong

had done vnto him. And afterwards (as I haue heard tell) fhe
was maried to one, for mitigacion of her forow, that neuer was par-

ftie
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See here good Ladies an Image of

taker of the ioye of her harte.
perfeft loue^ that fo

muche had

vpon

feazed

thafFeftions of this

pange neuer gaue ouer, till death (the
Yet fome
reft of all troubles) had diuided life from the body.
perchaunce for the defperate part of this hopeles louer, will terme
him to be a fonde louing foole and fay that it is not meete that
they fhould neglefte theyr Hues for womens fakes, which were

amorous Gentleman,

as the

:

not created but for their helpe and comforte.

And

that being

no caufe of
feare to demaunde that of them, which God hath enioyned them
In deede a fensuall loue, and fuch as is grounded to
to giue vs.
fatiffye beaftly lufte, is a thinge horrible to Nature, and abhominable in the fight of him that made both thofe creatures, whom he
fraughted with reafon and knowledge for the refufall of thofe vices,
which are onely to be applied to beaftes voyde of reafon. But
true as verifyed and auouched by Scriptures, there

is

loue founded in the foyle of Vertue, for auoyding carnall luft exercized in the ftate of

that ende,

is

Wedlocke, or

firft

begonne and praftized for

very ciuil and to be honoured.

And

if

that loue

attaine not equall fuccefle, through parents default or vnkindnes

of frendes or other

humane

accidents,

if

that loue fo perce the

hart, or otherwyfe affli£t the pacient with difpaire of helpe,

occafioneth death,

it is

not to be termed

celebrated with honourable

titles.

gentleman, borne long time to
lafting praife
is

:

follie or

fo

The

this

honeft amitie then of this
gentlewoman, nieriteth euer-

for to finde fuch great chaftitie in

rather a thing deuine then humaine.

aboue amongs the

and

dotage, but to be

heauenly route,

an amorous hart,
mocion moued
and not an ac

A

wrought in the grofenes of man's
infirmitie.
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V

OF A GENTLEWOMAN OF THE COURTE.

1

1

THE SIXTY-FIRST NOUELL.

A

Gentlewoman of

the Courte, very pleafauntly recompenced the

feruice of a kinde feruaunte of her's, that purfued her with feruice

of hue.

In the Courte of king Fraunces, the firft of that name, not longe
lithens Frenche king, the graunde father of Henry the 3 of
that name now raigning there was a Gentlewoman of good grace
and interteignmentj wanting not. both minde and witte, fuch as
the like of her fexe, are not to feeke, vnder what climate foeuer
they be borne and bred, whofe comly demeaner, curteous behauiour and eloquent fpeache, was agreeable to her other qualities of
nature's giftes whereby fhe gayned the hartes and good minds of
nombers of feruauntes, with whom fliee was cunning ynough to
fpend her time, (hauing refpeft to the fauftie and faufgard of her
honor, which fhe preferred before all other folace) by fuch delectable confumption of time, as they that could not tell howe els
:

:

to

imploie

their

leafure,

thoughte themfelues

mofl: bleffed,

if

they might attaine the delightfull prefence of this well nourter-

Dame.

For they that made greateft afluraunce of her fidewere in difpayre, and the moft defperat were yet in fome
hope to winne her. Howbeit in deceyuing the moft nomber, fhe
could not forbeare intirely to loue one, who for his part was not
ed

litie,

able to plaie the counterfait, to colour the fubflance of his longe
is fare and liable, their loue tourned to
and by frequent renewing of what was well knowen
the hole Court was not ignoraunt, what deuocion thone did beare
One day the Gentlewoman, afwell to let him know
to thother.
that his afFe6tion was not beftowed in vaine, as to make him to
feele fome fmart and paine for his louing feruice, the more
louingly to forde him on, with preety morfells of her difTembling
concept, made fhow vnto him of greater fauour, then euer fhe
did before for which caufe he that was faultles either in deedes
of armes, or in prowefTe of loue, began liuely and valiantly to
folow her, to whom long before with gentlenes and humilitie he

purfute

:

but as nothing

difpleafure,

:

VOL.
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had many times bin a fuppliante. Who fayning that (he was not
able any longer to reft obftinate, made femblance of a womanly
pitie and accorded to his demaund. Telling him that for refpeft of
his tedious trauaile, fhe was now difpofed to go to her chamber,
(which was in a Gallerie of the Caftell where that time the kinge
did lie) where fliee knew was none that could hinder what they
two intended willing him not to faile but fo fone as he faw her
depart the place {he was in, to folow after to her chamber, where
:

he

fliould iinde her alone, tarying for

The gentleman

him with good deuocion.

beleeuinge her appointmente, was readie to leape

out of his Ikinne for ioye

:

and therewithall began

to dalye

fport with other Ladies, attending the time of her departure.

and
She

wanting not the pradlize of any fine fleight or fubtile pollicie,
moft pregnaunte in birds of her Ayrie, called two of the greateft
" If
Ladies to the prefent chamber window and faid vnto them
it may pleafe you good Ladies, I will difcouer vnto you the pretieft
paftime of the world." They which hard the grief of melancholic, befoughte her to tell what it was.
"Thus it is" (quoth fhee)
" fuch a gentleman, whom you know very well, to be both honeft
and vertuous, hath longe time (as partlie you haue by to much
experience feene,) gone about diuers wayes to winne that, which
he fliall neuer get for when I began to applie my fancie towards
him, he (vnconftant) ceafed not to couet and folow other Ladies
whereat I conceyued fuch more
with like purfute hee did me
then fpitefull hatred, as notwithftanding my outwarde femblaunce,
:

:

:

I

coueted reuenge.

lente

me

Nowe

therefore maiftreffe, Occafion hath

a porcion of oportunitie, to be requited of his vaine and

which is, that hauinge appointed him to come to my
chamber, whither he meaneth prefently to follow me, it maye
pleafe you to giue heedefull eye and watch
and that when hee
the
Galerie,
and
alonge
is
hath pafled
gone vp the flayers, that
both of you wil recline your heads out of this wmdow to helpe me
fickle fute

:

:

meane to chaunte vnto him.
you fee the raging choler of this Gentleman, that
at other times prefumed to be a quiet Suter: wherat perhaps
through his malapert boldnes, it cannot dafh his blufhles face,
but yet if he do not deale vnto me like fpiteful reproch in open
finge the holding of the Caroll, that I

And

then

fhall
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in hart he will wifhe

me

x.
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m. mifchifes."

This conclufion was not fpoken without treble laughter: for
there was

no gentlemen

with the

woman

of euery one^ that

in all the Courte, that

had warred

fo

much

kind as hee, and yet welbeloued and efteemed
lifted

not to be intrapped within his daunger.

Therfore thefe Ladies thinking to carie awaye fome part of the
glorie, which one alone hoped to atchieue vpon this gentleman,
were contente to affent to the other's liking. So fone then as
they faw her depart, that purpofed this enterprife, they began to
efpie the countenaunce of the betrayed partie, who paufed not
long before he exchaunged the place and when he was oute of
the chamber, the Ladies trayned after, to lofe no part of the fport,
and went the fafter that he might not be out of theyr fight. And
he that doubted not the fuccefle, threwe his cape about his necke
to hide his face, and went downe the ftaiers out into the Court,
and afterwards mounted vp againe but perceyuing fome approche
which he was loth fhould be a witnes, he went downe againe, returning another way on the other fide. All which the Ladies fawe,
vnknowen to him. But when he came to the flayers where he
beleeued verely, that he might furely enter into his Maiftres chamber, the two Ladies put they heads out of the window, and incontinently perceyued the gentlewoman alofte, crying out a lowde,
"
theefe, a theefe " wherunto they two below aunfwered with
fo vehement voyce, doubling the other's outcrie, as all the caftell
ronge of it. I leaue for you to confider in what defpite this
gentleman fled to his lodginge, but not fo clofely, but that he was
:

:

A

:

ouertaken by thofe that knew thismifterie:

who

times reproched this fa6t vnto him, fpeciall

flie

afterwards oftenthat had deuifed

but hee had armed himfelfe with [aunfwers and
defences fo readely, as he told them that he foreknew their deuife,
the reuenge

:

and mente nothing by his pilgrimage but to folace his beloued.
For of her loue long time before he was out of all hope, as hauing
reafonable proofe by his longe purfute and feruice. Howbeit
the Ladyes would not hold his excufe for a veritie, which
euen to this day hangeth in fufpence.
.
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THE SIXTY-SECOND NOUELL.
The

honeji

and maruellous hue of a mayden of nolle houfe, and of
was lafe lorne, and howe a Queene did impeche

a gentleman that

and

let their

mariage, with the wife aunfwere of the mayde

to the

Queene,

There was in Fraunce a Queene, who in her company and traine
broughte vp many maydens, that were iffued of great and honouramonges_ other that ferued this Queene there was
one named Rolandine, which was nere kinne to the Queene. But

able progenie

:

for a certaine difpleafure

flie

conceyued againft her father, bare

vnto the yonge gentlewoman no greate good will. This Maiden,
although fhee was none of the fayreft, yet fo wyfe and vertuous
as

many

to

whom

fhee

to

great Lords and perfonages

made

fute to her for mariage,

Ihe rendred for earneft futes, cold aunfweares

knew her

father to be

thaduauncement of

more bent

his children

before faid) bare vnto her fo

little

to keeping of

:

:

becaufe

money, then

and her Maiftrefle

(as

is

fauour as they which efteemed

the Queene's good grace, woulde neuer

make anye

fute

vnto her.

Thus by father's negligence and Maiftres difdaine, the poore gentlewoman remayned long time vnmaried. And as fhee that forcibly
was payned, not fo much for griefe of mariage, as for that fhee was
not required or fued vnto, became fo werie of worldly life, as
deuoutly flie bent herfelfe to God, and by forfakinge the toyes
and brauerie of the Courte, pafled her time in prayer, or els in
other vertuous exercife: and by withdrawing herfelfe to this
kinde of life, (he fpent her youth fo foberliejand deuoutly as was
When fhe approched nere the
poffible for a woman to do.
was
gentleman
a
a baftarde borne, of right
age of XXX. yeares, there
honorable houfe, a uery curteous and honeft perfonage, whofe
every riches and beautie was fuch, as no Lady or gentlwoman for
pleafure would haue chofen him to hufband. This poore gentleman
was voide of frends for maintenaunce of lyuing, and vnhappie in
mariage futes, although he purfued many, till at length he horded
this poore

Gentlewoman Rolandine;

for their

Fortunes,

com-

7
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plexions and condicions were very like, and

by

vfe of feuerall

complaints made one to another, ech of them

fell

in erneft loue

and being both thrall vnto mifliap, they fought
defired comforte by vertuous and honefl: talke and by that vfe
and frequentacion greater loue increafed and grew betwene them.
Thofe which had feene the maiden fo ftraungly retired from
wonted demeanor, as flie would fpeake to none, now marking her

with the other

:

:

continuallie to interteigne the baftard gentleman, incontinently

conceiued ill opinion of her, and told the mother of the Queene's
maids (called Modefta) that fhe ought not to fufFer fuch familiaWhich report Modefta reuealed to Rolanritie betweene them.
dine, fayinge that diuers perfons did fpeake euill of her, for that
fhe vfed to talke with the baftard, that neither
abilitie for

Rolandine which daily was more rebuked
life,

was of fufEcient

her to marie, ne yet of beautie worthie to be beloued.
her aufteritie of

for

then for worldly toyes, fayd vnto Modefta her gouernefle

"Alas, mother, you
to the worthines of

fee that I

my

cannot haue a hufband according

bloud, and that dailye I haue auoyded

thofe which be beautiful! and yonge

:

for feare to incurre the in-

haue feene other to fall and now hauing
chofen this wife and vertuous gentleman, who preacheth vnto me
words that be good and godly, what wrong do they to me that
make this report, fith in this honeft order I doe receiue confolacion
of my griefes ? " The good old Lady who loued the maiden (which
fhe called maiftrefle) as herfelfe, faid vnto her " I fee well, that
you are worfe delt withall at your father and maiftres handes then

conuenience wherinto

I

:

:

you deferue. Howbeit fith fuch reporte is made of your honor,
you ought to refufe to fpeake vnto him, although he were your
Rolandine weeping faide vnto her " Mother,
naturall brother."
for fo much as you aduife me therunto, I will performe your re:

although it be very ftraunge that without flaunder, a woman
can haue no comfort or feeke freedome without mifreport." The
baftard gentleman, as he was before accuftomed, came to vifite
her, but ftie tolde him (a farre of) thofe words which her gouerqueft,

had faid vnto her and with teares prayed him to refraine
to fpeake vnto her, vntill the brute and rumor were
time
for a
But
fomewhat appaifed: which thing he did at her requeft.
nefle

:

8
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during this long time, either of them hauing
cion,

began to

feele

lofte their confola-

fuch torment within themfelues, as (hee for

She ceafed not from praying vnto
felte the like.
God, from goinge on pilgrimage, and falling for this vnacquainted

her part neuer

:

loue brought her to fuch difquiet as fhe could not

of one houre.

Wherewith

reft

was no

the fpace
lefle

tor-

but he which had alreadie minded in hart to loue her

mented
and purfue her
:

the noble baftard

till

mariage, and hauing refpefte (for loue fake)

by the fame, thought to finde
meanes to declare his minde vnto her, and aboue al things to get
the good wil of her gouernefle': which he did, declaring vnto her
the miferie wherein her poore maiftrefle remayned, which was
voide of al comfort and other frendfliip. Then the poore old Lady
to the honor he Ihould acquire

Modefta, gaue him thankes for the honeft

aiFefition

that hee bare

and deuifed meanes how the two louers might
impart their minds together. Rolandine fayned herfelfe to be
ficke of a Mygrim and paine in her heade, the brute of whofe
maladie was feared to be greater then it was, and fo concluded
betwene them that when her companion were gone into the
chamber, they two fliould remaine together alone to fatiffie ech
other with mutuall talke. The baftard gentleman was very glad,
and ruled himfelfe holy by the councell of the Gouernefle, in fuch
fort as when he lifte, he fpake vnto his louer and vertuous Lady
but this contencaion did not indure for the Queene who loued her
but a little, inquired what Rolandine did fo long in her Chamber,
and one made aunfwere that it was by reafon of her ficknes. Albeit
there was another which knewe to well the caufe of her abfence,
fayde vnto her, that the ioye which Rolandine had to fpeake vnto
the baftard was able to eafe her Mygrim. The Queene which found
out the veniall finnes of other, by mortall offences in herfelfe, fent
for her, and forbad her in any wyfe not to fpeake vnto the baftard,
to her maiftrefle

:

:

:

except

it

were in the

tlewoman made

as

hall or

though

within her owne Chamber.
flie

The Gen-

vnderftode her not, but mildlie

knew any

talke betweene them might
would neuer fpeake vnto him againe.
Notwithftanding fhe determined to finde out fome other fecret
meanes that the Queene fhould not know of their meeting: which

aunfwered that,
offend her

if fliee

maieftie, fhe

:
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The Wednefday,

woman vfed to faft, and
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Fridaye, and Saturday, the gentle-

for that purpofe kept her

Chamber with her

had leyfure to talke (whileft the
refte did fuppe) with him whom flie began fo earneftlie to loue
and as conftrainte of time did force their talke to be fhorte, the
greater was their affeftion in vtteraunce of the fame becaufe for
the doing therof they ftole time, as the theefe doth his defired
Gouernefle Modefta, where

flie

:

This order of their contentacion could not proceede fo

praye.

fecretely,

but that a certaine varlet a yeoman of the Chamber,

chaunced to
it

fee

him refort vnto her vpon a fafling day, and told
wher of fome hearer, it was difclofed to the
who was fo fore offended as neuer after that time

in fuch place

Queene

herfelf,

the poore baftard gentleman durfte once attempt to go into the

And

maiden's chamber againe.

to thintent that he might not lofe

the commodity of talke with her,

whom

he

fo derely loued, often-

times he fayned himfelfe to go on pilgrimage, and in the euening
returned. to the

a

frier,

could

Church and chapell of the

Caftel, in the habite of

no creature
gentlewoman Rolanenterteigne him.
He marking the

or lacobin (fo wel difguifed and altered, as

know him) and

thither repaired the

dine, with her Gouerneffe to

great loue that fhe bare him, feared not to fay vnto her

;

" Madame,

you fee the daunger which I hafard for your feruice, and the warnings
that the Queene hath giuen for our talke. You fee on thother fide
what a father you haue, who careth not after what fort he beftow
you in mariage and you hauinge refufed fo many greate ftates and
noble men, I know not one, either farre or neare, that is minded to
haue you. I confefle my felfe to be but poore, and that you may
marie diuers gentlemen of greater reputacion and richeffe, then I
am but if loue and good wil were deemed treafure and richeffe,
then woulde I prefume to be the richeft gentleman of the world.
God hath indowed you with great plentie of goodes, and you are
yet in choife to haue more and if I were fo happie as you would
vouchfafe to chofe me for your hufband, I would accompt my
felfe to be vnto you both hufband, frend and feruaunt, all the
dayes of my life: and againe, if you ihould take one equall to
your nobilitie (a thinge very harde to finde) he would rule and
gouerne ouer you, and haue more refpe6le to your goodes, then to
:

:

:

I
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your perfon, to your beautie then to your vertue and in triumphinge with difpence of that you haue, hee maye chaunce to intreate
:

you otherwife then you deferue. The defire of this contentacion,
and the feare that I haue, leaft you fliould graunte it to fome
other, do force me to befeech you, that by one only meanes you
would make me happie and your felfe the mofh contented and baft
Rolandine giuing eare to that
intreated woman that euer was."
communication which fliee herfelfe ment to haue pronounced,
aunfwered him with ftoute courage " I am very glad and wel
pleafed that you haue begunne the fute your felf, which I of
long time haue determined to breake vnto you for which caufe
:

:

you know, I haue not ceafed to thincke
and deuife all the reafons and arguments for and againft you, that
but in thend for fo much as I do meane to take
I could inuent
vpon me the ftate of Matrimonie, it is time that I begin to chofe
fuch hufbande, with whom I fhall in my confcience like to Hue
at reft and quiet all the dayes of my life: and amidde all the
troupe of my thoughts in choife, I cannot finde anye one, were he
neuer fo faire, riche or noble, with whom my hart and minde can
I know that by marying of
fo well agree and match as with you.
you I fhall not ofFende God, but rather do the thinge that hee
commaundeth. And touching my Lord my father, he hath had fo
litle confideracion of my perferment, and fo often refufed it, as
the law now will fuffice, that I giue my felfe in mariage withoute
his confent, and therefore cannot difenherite me, or worthely
thincke ill of me and by hauing a hufband (a thing appertinent
to women kinde) fuch as you be, I fhall efteeme my felfe the

thefe

two

yeres paft as

:

:

richeft

woman

of the worlde.

As

for the

Queene

my

maiftrefle,

oughte not to take any care or remorfe of confcience by displeafing her, to obey God for flie hath not ceafed to hinder that
I

:

aduauncement, which in

my

youth

I

mighte haue had, and by

paine and diligence towards her did well deferue: but to thend

you may vnderftand, that the loue and good will which I beare
you, is founded vppon vertue and honor, you fhall promife me,
that if I doe accorde this mariage, you fhall neuer purchafe or require the confummacion thereof, Vntill my father be deade, or els
do finde fome meanes to make him confente hereunto." Which
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and vppon

:

thefe pro-

mifes and termes, either of them gaue eche other a ringe in the

name

of mariage, and did kifle together in the

God, whom
betwene them was any other priuie

Church before

they toke to witnes of their affurance, and neuer after

kiffing.

This

litle

fadt

committed, but only

eafement of mind did greatly

fatiffie

the harts

and were a great while without feing
ech other, lining only by this aflurance. There was no place
where honour mighte be gotten, but thereunto the baftarde made
his repaire with fo great delight, as he thought he could neuer be
poore for refpe£t of that riche wife which God had prouided for
of thefe two perfeft louers

Which wyfe

him.

:

in his abfence, did euer continue her abfolute

and although many made fute
none other aunfwere from her but denial!, and
for that fhe had remayned fo long time vnmaried, fhe was minded
neuer to take vppon her that flate. This her aunfwere was fo
generall as the Queene heard of it, and afked her for what occafion
fliee was fo determined.
Rolandine faide vnto her, that it was
for that fhee knew fhee would neuer fuffer her to
to obey her
marie, becaufe in time and place where fhe might haue bin
honorablie matched to her well liking, fhe denied the fame, and
amitie towards that gentleman

:

yet they receyued

:

that the vertue of pacience had taught her to contente herfelfe

with the ftate wherein flie was. And
in mariage, fhe rendred like aunfwere.

ftill

as fhe

When

was fued

for

the warres were

ended, and the baflarde returned to the Courte, fhee neuer fpake

vnto him in open prefence, but wente alwayes into fome Church
to interteigne him vnder colour of Confeffion for the Queene had
:

forbidden both him and her, that they fhould not talke together,
vnlelTe

Hues.

it

were before companye vpon paine of

But honefl

loue,

lofTe

of their

which feareth no defence, was more

preil

to find meanes, for their mutuall talke, then their enemies were

ready to feparate the fame
the

religions

they could

:

and vnder the habite or colour of
deuife,

they continued

all

that honefl

remoued into a houfe of pleafure, not fo
nere as the Ladies were able to go on foote to that Church, as they
were to the Church of the Caflell, which was not fituate in fuch
conueniente wyfe for their purpofe, as they could fecretely reamitie, vntil the king
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paire (vnder colour of confefEon) to talke together; notwith-

ftanding if on the one fide occafion fayled, loue found out another
for their

whom

contentment

:

for there arriued a

the baftard was very nere kin.

Lady

to the Court, to

This Lady with her fonne

were lodged in the king's houfe, and the chamber of this yong
prince was far beyond the body of the lodging, where the king
himfelfe did lie: but fo nere vnto Rolandine's

Chamber

as

he

might both fee and fpeake vnto her^ for their windowes were properlie and direftly placed at either corner of the houfe in which
chamber (being ouer the hall) were lodged al the Ladies of honor,
the companions of Rolandine. Who beholding many times the
yong king at that window, caufed the baftard to be aduertized
therof by her gouerneffe: who after he had well beholden the
place, made as though he had great jdelighte to read vpon a booke
of the Knightes of the Round Table, that lay in the chamber
window of the yong king and when euery man was gone to dinner,
he prayed the yeoman to fuffer him to make an end of the hiftorie,
and to fliut him within the chamber. The other which knew him
to be the kinfman of his maiftres, and an aflured man, faffred him
On thother fide Rolandine came
to read fo long as he lifte.
vnto her window, who to find occafion to tarrie there the longer,
fayned to haue a paine in her leg, and dined and fupped in fo good
time, as fhe went no more to the ordinarie of the Ladies wher
fhe began to fet herfelfe a worke about the making of a bed of
Crimfon filke, placing her worke vpon the window, as defirous to
be alone. And when flie faw no man to be there, ftiee interteigned her hufband, to whom flie might fpeake in fecret wife, fo as
none was able to vnderftande them and when any perfon came
nere, fhe coughed and made a figne that the baftard might withThey that were appointed to watche them,
draw himfelfe.
thought vndoubtedlie that their loue was paft and ended, becaufe
flie went not out of the Chamber, wher fafely he coulde not fee
her, for that hee was forbidden the fame.
Vppon a day the
mother of the yong Prince being in her fonne's Chamber, repayred
to the windowe where that great booke did lie, and fliee had not
ftaied there long, but one of Rolandine's fellowes which was
:

:

:

:

t

within her

Chamber

faluted her.

The

lady afked her

how Rolan-
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who

fayd that fhee might very wel fee her, if it were
and caufed her to come to the window wyth her
night geare vppon her head. And after they had talked a while
of her ficknes they withdrew themfelues. The other ladie efpying
the great booke of the Round Table, fayde to her yeoman of the
Chamber "I do marueille much why yong men do imploie them-

her pleafure

:

:

The yeoman made aunfweare, that
why men of good yeres, counted and

felues to read fiich follies."

much

he marueled

more,

efteemed wife and difcrete, fhould haue greater delight in reading
of fuch

trifles,

how

flie

to

iuftifie

her cofin the baftard did fpend

houres in a day to read vppon the fame.

and by

And

then thofe that were yong.

maruel hee told her

4

Ihat
or 5

Vpon which words by

conceyued the caufe of his deepe

and charged

ftudie,

him to hide himfelfe in fome place to mark what he did. Which
commaunderaent the yeoman performed, and perceiued that the
booke which the baftard read vpon, was the window out of which
Rolandine talked with him and therewithal called to remem:

brance

many wordes

The next day he

very fecreete.
refle,

who

gaue

which they thought to keepe

reherfed the fame vnto his maift-

fent for her cofin the baftard, and after

told him, {he forbad
Ihe

of the loue

like

him

to refort thither

many

any more, and

warning to Rolandine, threatninge her that

continued in her fond and foolifh loue, fhe woulde

tell

the whole circumftaunce of her lighte demeaner.

(nothing aftonied with thofe woords) did fweare that

the

tales

at night
if fhe

Queene

Rolandine
the time

fith

was forbidden by her maiftrefle the queene's maiefty, flie neuer
him the troth whereof fhee might learne afwel of
the gentlewomen her companions, as of other feruauntes of the
houfe: and touching the window whereof fhe fpake, fhe boldly
aduouched that fhe neuer talked with the Baftard there. Who
(poore gentleman) fearing that his affayres would be reuealed,
kept himfelfe farre out from daunger, and longe time after did
flie

fpake vnto

:

not retourne to the Courte. Howbeit, he wrote many times to
Rolandine by fuch fecret meanes as for all the efpiall that the

no weeke but twife at leaft fhee
and when one meanes did fayle hym,
hee deuifed another, and many tymes fent a litle Page clothed

Queene had

put, there pafTed

hearde newes from him

:

I
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in colours (fo often altered and chaunged as he

when

flaying at the gates
letters priuelye in the

was

fent)

who

the Ladies pafled by, delyuered his

middeft of the preafe.

Vpon

a time as the

walked into the fieldes, one which knew
the Page and had charge to take hede vnto thofe doings, ranne
after him
but the Page which was a fine boye, doubtinge leafte
hee fliould be fearched, conueyed hym felfe into a poore woman's
houfe, where fpedelie he burnt his letters in the fier, ouer whiche

Queene

for her pleafure

:

a potte was boyling with meate for her poore familie.

The gen-

tleman that followed him ftripped him naked and fearched his
clothes, but

when he fawe

that he could finde nothing, he let

goe: and when he was departed, the olde
wherefore he fearched the boye

:

woman

who aunfwered

:

afked

him
him

" to finde

which he thought he had about him." "Tufh," (quod
"
"I
ferch no more, for he hath hidden them very well."
fhe)
"
In what place " hoppray thee tell me," (quod the Gentleman)
ing to haue recouered the fame. But when hee vnderftode that

letters

:

they were thro wen into the

was

craftier

then him

fire,

felfe.

he well perceiued that the boye

All whiche incontinently hee tolde

the Queene, notwithftanding from that time forthe, the baftard
vfed

no longer the Page, but

whom

fent one other of his olde feruauntes,

and he (forgetting feare of death
which hee knewe well the Queene threatned on them that had
to doe in thofe affaires) tooke vpon him to carie his maiflier's
And when hee was entred the Caflell, hee
letters to Rolandine.
he faithfully

trufted,

wayted at a certen doore placed at the foote of a paire of ftaiers,
by whiche the ladies pafTed to and fro where he had not taried
long, but a yeoman which at other times had fene him, knewe
him and thereof told the maifler of the Queene's houfe, who foudThe fellowe which
dainly made fearche to apprehende him.
:

vpon him a farre
though he would haue made his
water) tearing his letters in fo many fmall peces as he could doe
for his life, and threw them behinde an old gate : who had no foner
done the fafte, but hee was apprehended and throughly fearched,

was wife and

of,

politique, feing that diuers loked

retourned towardes the wall

(as

and when they could finde nothing about him, they made him
weare whether he had brought any letters or not, vfing him

:
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make him

but neither through promife or threate,
they could get any thing at his handes. Report hereof was brought
to the Queene, and one of the companie gaue aduife that fearche
confeffe the truthe

fliould

:

made behind

be

the gate, where he was taken

place they founde nothing but

litle

peces of letters.

caufed the kinge's Confeflbr to be fent for,
peces layd

where the

them vpon a

veritie of the

mariage

who

and red the

table,

(fo

much

:

recouering the

lettre

throughout,

diflembled) was through-

ly difcifered, for the baftard in thofe letters called her
els

but wife.

The Queene not meaning

in which

Then they

nothing

to conceale the fault of

her kinfwoman, (which

flie ought to haue done) fil into a great
ftorme,
commaunding
that the poore man by al meanes
and
rage

poffible fhould be forced to confeffe the true tenor of that letter,

to thintent that the

fame by

his affirmacion

might not be denied

but doe what they could, they were not able to make him alter
They which had commiffion to examine him,
his former tale.

and did put him into a fack, faying
the Queene, and againft an approued trothe. He that had rather lofe his life than accufe his
maifter, prayed them to fuffer him to haue a ghoftly father that
like a Chriftian he might ende his life, and fo entre the ioyes
prepared for all repentant finners, and after that he had clered his
" Maifters, tell my Lorde and
confcience, he faid vnto them
maifter the Baftarde, that I recommend vnto him the poore eftate
of my poore wife and children, trufting his honour will haue
confideration of them for my fake, for fo mutch as with good and
and
loyall harte, I doe imploye my life for his honor and furetie
lift,
for
you
get
nothing
at
my
doe
what
you
handes
me
with
that fliall redounde to his hurt and preiudice." Then to put him
in greater feare, they bounde him within the facke and threwe
him into the water, crying unto him, if thou wilt tell the trouth
thou fhalt be faued but they feing that he would make no aunbrought him to the Riuer

that he did

lie

before

fide

God and

:

:

:

fwer drew him out againe, making reporte to the Queene of his
then fayd, that neither the king
faith and conftancie.

Who

happy in feruauntes as the Baftarde was, that had
not wherewith to recompence fuch fidelitie. The Quene did
nor

flie

were

fo

1
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what

flie

coulde to get

him from

but the poore
Notwithflanding in

his feruice,

fellowe would in no wife forfake his maifler.

his faid maifter's leaue, he was put into the Queene's
where he liued many happy dayes. The Queene after fhe
vnderftode by the baftarde's letters the trouth of the mariage, fent
for Rolandine, and in great rage, called her caitife and miferable

thende by
feruice,

wretche, in ftede of cofin, reciting vnto her the difparagement of

her noble houfe, and the villanie fhe had committed againft the

honorable race whereof fhe came, and againft the will of her
which was her Queene, kinfwoman and maiflres, by contrafting
mariage without the licence of the king and her. Rolandine
whiche of long time knewe the fmall devocion that her maiflres
bare vnto her, vfed her with like afifeftion
and bicaufe fhe was
werie of the Quene's difpleafure, thinking that her correction vt:

tered in prefence of

many

preceded not of loue, but rather to

make her afhamed, abandoned
when fhe fawe the Queene in her

and conceiuing courage,
with gladfome and
" Madame, if
firme countehaunce anfwered her in this wife
you cannot conceiue the malice of your owne harte, I will fet
before your eyes the rancour and difpleafure of the fame, which
malice of long time you haue borne towardes the Lorde my father
and me whereof madame, I doe fele the fmarte, to my great
for if it had pleafed you to haue borne vnto me
lofTe and grief
that good wil which you do to thofe that are not fo nere about
you as I am, I had before this tyme been placed and preferred in
mariage as well to the likyng of your honour as to my greate
fatiffaftion
but you haue regarded mee as one forgotten, and
feare,

chiefeft rage,

:

:

:

:

cleane out of fauour, in fuch wyfe as

whome I might haue been
through the negligence of

all the noblemen, with
matched, haue contempned me, as well

my

Lorde

my

eflimation and accompt that you haue

whereof

I fell into that difpaire

which

father, as for the like

made
if

of

my

me: by meanes

health could haue

and fiate of religion, I would willingly haue
vpon me, to haue feuered my felfe from the continuall
hatred and enuy which your'grace ful rigoroufly hath fhowen vnto
me and being in this difpaire, I chaunced to finde out him, that
is proceded of fo noble a houfe as my felfe.
If the loue of twoo
fufteined the order

taken

:

it
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to accomplifhe the holy

wedlock for you knowe that his father in nobilitie farre
excelled myne.
He hath of long time loued me, and made great
fute vnto me, but you madame, whiche neuer pardoned me for
any fmall offence, ne yet prayfed anye good afite of myne (although
you know by experience that I haue not vfed to talke of matters
ftate of

:

of loue or other worldlie
thinges to leade a

more

and that

affaires,

religious life

I

minded aboue

all

then any other) doe make

an hainous matter that I fhould talke with a Gentleman (fo
my felfe), by whofe loue, I thought or fought for
nothing els but the eafe and comfort of my minde. And feing
my felfe voyde and fruftrate of mine expectation, I fhall imploie
indeuour fo well to feeke my reft and quiet, as you haue gone

it

infortunate as

me of the fame: and then will celebrate the
which
is
mariage
already affured by promifes and by a ring.
Wherefore, madame, I thinke that you doe me great wrong by
terming me to be a wicked woman, fithe that in fo great and perfe6t amitie I might haue founde occafion (if I would) to haue committed euills but there was neuer betwene him and me any priuie
fa£l, other then that is honeft, hoping that God wil fhewe me
about to difpoyle

:

fuch fauour, as before the mariage be confumat, I
the fauour and good will of

my

Lorde

neither offende God, nor

my

age of XXX. yeares, to

what you and
and

me.
is

I

haue kept

my

fee

my

father

:

fhall

confcience, for I haue taried

felfe fo chaft

my

able to laye the contrarie to

my

I

till

do
the

father would doe for

honeft, as

charge.

obtaine

wherby

And

no man liuing

with that reafon

wherewith God hath indued me, being olde and voyde of hope,
to finde a hufbande agreable to my nobilitie, I am determined to
marie futche a one as I like befte, not for the pleafure or fatiffaction of the eye (for you know he is not faire) nor for luft of the
flefh (for there hath bene no carnall fa£l committed) ne yet for
but poore and of litle eftimation)
and
pure regarde to his vertue,
but I haue a
for
whiche
the worlde doth geue him
honeftie and good grace,
praife, and the great loue alfo that he beareth me, maketh me
hope to finde with him great reft and quiet. And after I had
pryde and couetoufnes (for he

is

fincere refpefte

deuifed and confidered the good and euill that might infue by

:
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my choifcj I ftill perfifted in that mind, and haue well wayed
and pondered the fame thefe twoo yeares paft, being throughly
refolued to wafte and fpende the reft of my dayes with him which
I meane ftill firmely to kepe in defpite of all the tormentes and

this

cruelties, that the greateft

poore bodie

enemies

no not death

fufFre,

Wherefore Madame,

hym.

I

it

fuffer

me

felfe Ihall force

befeech you to

reafonable excufe, whereunto your

make my

haue, be able to

I

felf is

me

to refufe

accept this

nowe made

priuie,

my
and

to Hue in that peace, whiche I hope for euer through

The Queene wel marking

him, in thefe mine elder to finde."

her ftout wordes and countenaunce, and knowing the fame to

be very true, was not able to aunfwere her againe with reafon
her rebukes and taunting checkes began to
and at length fell out into this rage: "Ah, prefumptuous
drabbe, and caitife wretch, in ftede of humbling thy felfe and
repenting thine offence, thou carpeft boldly without dropping or
{heading any teare, whereby thou doeft manifeftly declare that
ftubbornes and hardnes of thy harte but if the king, and thy
father, would follow mine aduife, they fliould put thee into a
place, where force ftiould make thee to vfe other language."

but continuing,
wafte,

:

"Madame,"

faid

Rolandine, "becaufe you haue accufed

to hold

my

aunfwere."

mynde,

me

of

meane from henceforth
peace, except you geue me leaue to make mine
And when fhe was commaunded to tell forth her

bolde talke and prefumptous fpeache,

fhe faid

:

" It

is

not

my

I

Madame, boldly or without
your maieftie (whiche is my

part,

duetifull reuerence to fpeake before

and the greateft Princeffe in Chriftendome).
The
wordes which I haue faid, be not fpoken (Madame) of prefumption, but to declare that I haue none other aduocate to pleade for
me, but the trouth of my caufe. And therefore am bolde without
maiftreffe,

blufhing feare to difclofe the fame, hoping that if your grace did
knowe the fecret concept of my poore faithfull harte, you woulde

woman which you terme me to be.
doe not doubt that any mortall creature vnderftanding my
behauiour in thofe matters wherwith I am charged, would blame

not iudge mee to be that
I

me, for

my

liberall fpeache, fithe I

honor in no point

I

haue offended.

am

fure that

The

God and myne

caufe which

maketh me
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thus without feare to faye

minde

that he whiche feeth

my

remaineth with me.

If then fuch a

and

my

difpofe

life,

harte,

why

is

is,

I29

becaufe I

the geuer of

my

affured

and

ludge and Guide doe order

fhould I be afrayd of

fubiect vnto his iudgement?

am

life alfo,

And why

them that be

then Madame, fhould

I

wayle or wepe, fithe mine honor and confcience without remorfe
or grudge do wel like of thefe my doings, which if they were
newly to begin, I would not repente me to doe the fame againe.
But it is you (Madame) that hath good caufe to wepe, as well for
the great difpleafure, euer borne me from my youthfull dayes, as
for the

wrong you doe me nowe by reprehending me before the

face of

all

the worlde for a faulte, whiche ought rather to be

had offended God, the
worthy
to be counted very obflinate, if with great repentaunce I did not
lament the fame, but for a dede that is right good and vertuous,
I ought not to wepe, whereof there was neuer other rumor fpred
but verie honorable, except the flaunder which your felfe hath

imputed vnto you then vnto me.
king, or you,

my

parentes, or

whereby your

my

For

if I

confcience, I were well

my

fhame and difhonor
you haue to conferue
the nobilitie of your houfe, or kindred wherof you come. But
becaufe it pleafeth you, Madame, fo to vfe me, I purpofe not to
withftand you. For when you fhall ordeine that punifhment for
me, which you like heft, I flial reioyfe no leffe to fuffer the fame
without defert, then you be willing to beftowe it vpon me without caufe. Wherefore Madame, commaunde my Lorde my father
to put me to what tormente you will, for the execution wherof
you fhall not finde him vnwilling. And I fhall not be altogether
without ioy, to fee him prefl and redie to obey your wilfull mynde.
But I haue a father in heauen, who (I am fure) will geue me
fuche pacience, as I fhall be able to abide and indure, what affliction foeuer you prepare for me, in whom only is al my hope and
The Queene, fo angrie as fhe could be, commaunded her
trufl."
out of her fight, and to be fhutte into a chamber alone, that none
might fpeake vnto her. In which imprifonment fhee was not
depriued from the companie of her gouernefTe, by whofe meanes
fhe let the Baflarde vnderflande all her fortune, and fhe likewife
raifed,

defire to increafe

appeareth to be greater then the

VOL.

II.

refpefite
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vnderftode

what he thought

Who

beft for her to doe.

thinking

that the feruice which he had done to the king, would ftand

him

in forae ftede,

came vnto the Court with

the king in the fieldes, to

whome

all

fpede^

and founde

hee rehearfed the trouth of the

befeching his maieftie that vnto him (who was a poore
gentleman) he would fliewe fuch fauour and grace as the rigor
of the Queene's maieftie might be appeafed, and the mariage fully

fa6te,

confumat and ended.
but faide

:

" Is

The king made him none

true that thou haft maried her

it

faide the Baftarde

:

" by wordes only

as yet

:

but

other aunfwere,

" Yea

fir,"

if it pleafe

your

?

"

fame may be throughly made perfit." The king
nodded his bed, and for that time geuing him none other aunfwere, hee retourned ftraite to the Caftell, and when he was almoft
there, he called the Captaine of his Guarde, and commaunded him
to apprehend the Baftarde.
Notwithftanding one of his frendes
which knewe the kinge's countenaunce, willed him to abfent
himfelfe, and to retire to one of his houfes, and if the king made
ferche after him (as he fufpefted) he would incontinently aduertife him therof, that he might auoyde the realme
and when
the king's difpleafure was pacified, he would fende him worde.
The Baftarde beleued him, and vfed fuch diligence as the Captain
of the Guarde could not finde him. The king and the Queene
councelled together what they might doe with this poore damfell,
whiche was their kinfwoman, and by the Queene's aduife it
was concluded, that flie fhould be fent home to her father, with
the true aduertifement of the whole matter.
But before fhe
was fent, diuerfe Diuines and learned men of the Clergie, were
maieftie, the

:

demaunded

and the Counvpon the fame, who concluded that for so muche
as the mariage was not celebrated but by wordes, it might
eafely be vndone, vntill one of them had acquited the other.

fell alfo

Which

did

their opinions of the priuat mariage,
fit

the king

commaunded

the houfe wherof fhe came.
in

all

thinges

flie

was

to be performed for the

But

redie to

flie

honor of

made them aunfwere,

obey the king, except

matter againft her confcience, fayinge, that thofe

it

that

were in

whome God

had coupled together by heauenly aduife, could not bee feparated
by man's decree, praying them not to attempt a thing fo vn-

1
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for if loue and good will founded vpon the feare of
Godj were the true and fure knot of mariage, then fhe was fo wel
bounde and tied, as neither iron, fiefj or water coulde breake
that band, but death alone. Wherunto, and to none other conftitution, fhe was determined to rendre her ring and othe, praying them not to fpeake, do, or proceede, to any thing that were
contrarie vnto that wherin fhe was fo fledfaflly refolued, as fhe
had rather die by keping her faith, then Hue to denie the fame.
The Commiffioners retorned to the king and Queene the conflant
anfwere of the Gentlewoman, and when they fawe no remedie
could be found to make her renounce her hufband, they conueyed
her home to her father, in fuch pitifull forte, as by the way fhe
paffed, eche man and woman lamented her fortune.
And albeit
fhee had offended, yet the punifhement and afHiftion fhe fuffred
was fo great and her conftancie fo firmely bent, as fhe made her

reafonable

:

:

fault to be eflemed a vertue.

The

father receiuing thofe pitifull

newes, would not fee her, but fent her to his

caflell

that floode in a

which he had before time builded for an occafion, worthy
to be reherfed hereafter, and there kept her in prifon a long
time, fending worde vnto her, that if fhee would forfake her husband, he would take her for his doughter, and fet her at libertie.
Who for all that offer was firme and conflant, and loued her
prifon the better by obferuing the bond of mariage, then al the
And it
libertie of the world, without the hauing of her hufband.
famed by her countenaunce, that al the paynes fhe had indured
were mofl pleafaunt paflimes, for that fhe fuffred the fame for his
forefl,

fake,

whome

fhe loued heft.

What

fhould

I

fpeake of

men?

This Baftarde at length became vnmindeful of her, and fled into
Alemaine, where he had many frendes. Whofe inconflancie afterwardes appeared

fo manifefi:, as

the vertue of true and perfit

loue outwardly feming to remain in him, was conuerted into

the vice of odible ingratitude, whereby
caufes that

made him

fo hotte

it

was euident, that the

a Suter, were the vglie monflers of

Auarice and Ambition, where he fill in loue with an Almaine
Ladie, he forgetting to vilite her with letters, that for his fake had
fufleined fo great
affliftion foeuer

and manifold tribulations.

Fortune

offred, coulde

For what rigor or

neuer before that tyme put
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awaye the meanes from writing one to an other, but onely the
vices before named, and the foolifh and wicked loue wherin he
fuffred him felfe to fall.
Which fudden and newe loue fo perced
and fo fiercely aflailed the fame, as
Afterwards vpon the
fhe could no more content and reft her felf.
viewe of his wrytinges and letters, feing him to be fo chaunged
and altered from his accuftomed ftile, what tormentes then fhe
fuffred, they doe knowe that haue felte and tafted the bitter cup of
And yet her perfefte loue would not fuffer her to
like paffions.
fixe certaine iudgement vpon this aduertifement, and therefore
deuifed fecretly to fende one of her feruaunts whome fliee trufted
beft, to efpie, and priuely make ferche whether the fame were
the hart of Rolandine,

true or not.

Whiche

her feruaunt being retourned, hee truely

howe the Baftarde Gentleman was in loue with a Ladie
Almaine, and howe the brute was that he made great fute vnto

tolde her,

of

her for mariage, becaufe fhee was very ritche.

Thefe newes
brought futche extreme forrowe and grief to the harte of poore
Rolandine, as being not able to abide the bruntes thereof, fhe
fill

very

difeafe,

ficke.

Thofe whiche vnderftode the

originall

of her

fayde vnto her (in the behalfe of her father) that for fo

nowe

muche

as

might

iuftly forfake

fhe

knewe the great

hym:

villanie of the Baftarde, fhee

perfuading her thereunto with the

greateft reafons they could deuife.

But

for all thofe perfuafions,

no remedie could be founde to make her chaunge opinion in
whiche her lafte tentacion fliee declared the great conftancie
wherewith ftie was affefted for like as loue was decreafed in him
fo the fame augmented in her, whiche remained and perfifted in
defpite of all the malice of the worlde.
For that loue, whiche
fayled, and was fledde from him, tourned and retired into her. And
:

:

:

when

(he perceiued her felfe alone fully poflefTed with that
whiche before was deuided betwene them bothe, fhee determined
to obferue the fame vntill death had made an ende of her fatall
Wherefore the goodnes of God (which is perfefl; chadayes.
ritie and true loue) had pitie vpon her forrowe, and regarded her
pacience in fuch wife, as within few dales after the Baftarde died
in the purfute of the other ladle's Loue. Wherof Rolandine being

dauertifed by thofe which faw

him

buried, prayed

them

to trauell

OF ROLANDINE THE CHASTE.
with her father by humble

fute,

her leaue to fpeake ynto him.
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that he would vouchfafe to giue

Who

at their requeft^ (although

he neuer fpake vnto her before, during the tyme of her imprifon-

ment) incontinently was
his promife

made

And

pleafed fo to doe.

herde the difcourfe of her

after that

he had

and

iufte reafons, in place of rebukes,

to kill her (which

many

times he threatened by

woordes) he cleped her betweene his armes, and bitterly weping,
fayde vnto her " Daughter, I wel perceiue your vertue and
:

conftant mynde, which farre furmounteth any thing that
in mee, for
eftate, I

of

am

if

there be

is good
any faulte or lacke of confideration of your

the principal occafion thereof

God hath

offence paft,"

thus ordeined

And

it,

I wil

:

make

but

fith

the goodnes

fatiffa£tion for

afterwardes he fent her

home

mine

to his houfe,

where he vfed and interteigned her like his dercft and eldefl:
daughter.
In the ende flie was demaunded in mariage by a Gentleman of name and armes, to her eftate and bloud not inferior.
Who was bothe wife and vertuous, and fo louingly regarded
Rolandine (whome he many times vifited) as he attributed vnto
her the prife of prayfe for that, which others accompted worthy
of rebuke, knowing that her intent of former loue was grounded
vpon the foundation of vertue. The mariage was well liked of her
father, was acceptable to Rolandine, and was forthwith concluded.
True it is that a brother fhe had, the only inheritour of her father's landes, who would not agree that fhe fhould receiue her
And
childe's porcion, obiecting that fhe had difobeied her father.
after the death of the good old man (her father) her brother vfed
her very rigoroufly and cruelly. For her hufbande was but a
yonger brother, and had wherewithal fcarce able to Hue for
which want, God bountifully prouided for the brother whofe gredie minde did craue in one dale to be poffeffor of ,al, by fodain
:

:

death was depriued, as well of his fifter's porcion as of al the
By whofe death fhe remained the whole inheritor of that
reft.

honorable houfe: and afterwardes lined an honorable and ftately
life, in great wealth and pleafure, and was welbeloued and duetifully intreated of her hufband.

Finally hauing by her hufband

two goodly fonnes, fhe very vertuoufly brought them vp, and
finifhing her aged dayes, fhe ioyfully rendred her foule vnto him,

1
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in

whom

of long time fhe had repofed her onely truft and confi-

Now good

dence.

difplaiers

prefencCj fo good

conftant

ladies let

them come forth that be the common
let them bring forth in

of women's inconftanciCj and

and

was a good and
and vertue. I am
the matter wilbe very difficult and

perfeft a

hufband

woman, indued with femblable

fure to bring this to pafle

as this

faith

:

therfore I had rather difcharge

them of

this

my

chalenge, then

put them to payne to trauell aiid feeke for fuch a one.
vertuous loue and godlye continuance of the fame,
bee founded by

And

Trompe of fame to

is

Whofe

worthye to

the extreame partes of the Earth.

yet I would aduife yonge Ladies and gentlewomen to beware

how they be inamoured, and purfue the trade of loue, contrarie to
the will of parentes, who ought in time of infancie to be their
guide,

and

alfo in riper yeares to

according to their worthines
better

and foner do,

if

:

procure them mariage
which they may the

by vertuous education

they arme and inftruft their tender and

youthly age.
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THE SIXTY-THIRD NOUELL.
The Wifedome of a woman

to

withdrawe thefoolifhe loue of her hus-

band, wherwith he

Many

was tormented.

yeares are not yet expired Athens there

woman

of noble houfe (whofe

name

I

may

not

was a Gentledifclofe), fo wife

and vertuous as fhee was wel beloued and efteemed of her neighbours
her hufband (not without good caufe) trufted her in al
his affaires, which fhe ordred and gouerned fo wifely, as her
houfe by her meanes grew to be one of the richeft and beft apparelled, that was in the countrie wherein fhe dwelled.
Liuing
thus a long time with her hufbande, by whom fhee had many
goodly children, their happie ftate and felicitie (after which daily
infue their contraries) began to decaie, becaufe that he, defatigated with to much quiet, abandoned reftfull life, to feeke after troublefom trauell and had gotten a cuftome when his wife was a
fleepe to rife from her fide, and not to returne vntill it was very
nere morning. The gentlewoman mifliking this maner of life,
became very ielous of her hufband, and yet made as though fhe
:

:

miftrufted nothing

but that fpitefull paffion entred her ftomacke
thende fhee forgot thafFayres of her houfe, the
diligence of her perfon, and good gouernment of her familie, like

fo

:

as in

farre,

vnto one that verely fuppofed that (do what fhee could) fhe had
lofl the fruite of her paine and labour, which was the great loue
of her hufband, for continuance whereof fhee fpared no trauaile
or toile

grew

:

but lofinge altogether as fhee manifeftly perceiued, fhee

and houfwiferie, as
and negligence for her
hufband for his part fpent without order, and fhe flaied her trauell
from matters of houfhold in fuch wife as the fame was growen
to fo great penurie, as the high and flately woodes were felled
downe to the flubbe, and the goodly maners deliuered into the
One of the gentlewoman's
handes of fir Mathewe Morgage.
frendes and kinfemen which knew her difeafe, tolde her of her
to be fo carelefTe of her houfholde ftate

fpeedelie appeared the fruites of flouth

:

:

fault,

and rebuked her

for that carelefTe life

:

fayinge, that if loue
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make her

haue refpefte of houfliolde
profite: zeale and regarde of poore children's ftate ought to moue
her thereunto. This good councell of her frende touched her
of hufband could not

to

very nere, and the

pitie of her children at

recouer her

and to

fpirits^

affaie

all

lengthe

meanes

made

poffible to

her to

wynne

See here the nature of honeftie, and

againe her hufbande's loue.
condicion of well difpofed

by

life

this

:

gentlewoman was infefted

with the plague of leloufie (an ordinarie difeafe in women,) and

not without

iuft caufe

:

for

what

Grifilde could fuffre her

hufband, affembled in bedde, in depthe of
a

ftraie like

that forte

flepe, to rife

wedded

and runne

a wylde horfe, neying after the ftraied female kinde of

This good Gentlewoman,

?

I

faye, almofte befides her

now growen careles of
vpon the louing admonicion

wittes for alienation of her deferued loue,

worldly thinges, as you haue heard,

is

of her nereft frend, pricked with naturall regarde of Infantes

launching forth that
policie to

wynne

feftred fore of laloufie, ferched

whom with curteoufe

wiuely fhame not before

aflemblie of neighbours, or flraungers audience,

many

meanes by

that which laloufie could not get, whiche was

her hufbande's loue,

as

by huy and crye
compas of

doe, but in domefticall boundes, within the

made

houfholde, and within the circuit of fecret chambre, fhee

him

:

blufhe from former

life,

and

to detefl:e all filthie

and

beaftly

Suche be the frutes of a right matrone's life,
Suche be the gaines of the milde and quiet wife. Such a wife, I
fay, is the honor of her hulband's name, the onely vpholder and
refloratife of his renowme and fame.
But turne we againe to the
experienced wifedome of this Gentlewoman. The next day fhe
diligently watched by falfe flepe, the time of his vprifing from
her
and when he was gone, fhee rofe likewyfe, putting her night
gowne about her, caufing the bedde to bee made, and faying her

faftes in future time.

:

prayers, fhe waited

the retourne

of her

hufband,

came before him

who being

hym,
and brought him a bafen with water to wafhe his handes and
mufing at the vnaccuftomed order of his wife, he tolde her that
he was come but from the priuie, and therfore neded not to
wafhe.
hereunto fhe anfwered, that although it were no great
matter, yet cleanly and honeft, to wafhe the handes, being come
retired

into

his

chambre,

fhe

to kifle

:

W
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place, by which wordes fhe was
him vnderftande his follie thereby to hate his dishoneft and filthie life. But for all that wyfe and pretie taunte
hee amended nothing at all Howbeit fhe continued that ordre the
fpace of one yere. And when fhe fawe, that her diligence could
not reforme his vfuall trade of lyfe, on a tyme wayting for her
hufband, which taried longer then he was wont to doe, fhee was
defirous to feeke hym out, and went from chamber to chamber,
till at lengthe fhee founde hym a bedde in a back chambre and a

from an vncleane and ftinking
defirous to let

:

ill fauoured, foule and filthiefl Slutte of her
homely pece and durty beafie, as the lyke was not
The gentlewoman beholding this
to be founde in a conntrie.
manerly fight, thought to teache him a lefTon howe to remembre
the difTerence betwene the fweete and pleafaunt lodging, with a
fayre and duetifull wife, and the vncleanly couching with a fiinking and lothfome Queane. Wherupon fhe caufed a burden of
Strawe and worne rufhes to be brought vnto her, fetting the fame
on fier in the middes of the chamber, but when fhe fa'we her husband almofie choked with the great fmother, fhe waked hym, and
plucked him out of the bed by the armes, crying " fier, fier."

fleepe with the mofle

houfe, fuch a

:

and offended with him felfe to be
founde in a bedde with fuch an vncleanly matche, by his faire and
honeft wife, I referre the iudgement to all indiflferent men, that be
coupled with like wlues. Then his wyfe faid vnto him " Sir I
haue afTaied the fpace of one whole yeare, to withdrawe you from
this vile and wicked life, by gentlenes and pacience, and fhewed
example by wafhing you without, that you might alfo clenfe
your felfe within. But when I fawe myne endeuour could take no
place, I attempted to helpe my felfe with the element that fhall
ende and confume vs all afTuring you, fir, that if this doe not
If the hufbande were afhamed,

:

:

amende you,

I

cannot

tell if

the feconde time,

to ridde you from the daunger that

I

be able likewife

may happen.

I praye you fir
no greater difpayre or difpite,
then that whiche is conceiued of loue: and had I not fet before
mine eyes the feare of God, I could not haue praftifed fuche paThe hufband very glad, that he had
cience, as I haue done."

to thinke and confider that there

is

efcaped that miffortune, promifed her neuer to geue occafion.
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that fhee fliould take like payne to bring

him

to order.

Whiche

promife the Gentlewoman very willingly beleued, and with her
huflbande's confent, fhe expelled out of her houfe^ that

which did

and from that time forth, they louingly lined
together, and the former faultes of this reformed life, was an increafe of ioyful and mutuall delightes.
I befeche you Gentlewomen (if there be any in the place where this nouell is redde) if
God doe geue you fuch hufbandes to beware of difpaire, vntill ye
haue aflayed all poffible meanes to reduce them to good ordre.
For there be in the daye xxiiii. houres, in euery of whiche
difpleafe her

mofte

:

and a woman ought to acby pacience and long fufFraunce
fhe wynne her hufbande, excepte fortune and frendes haue procured one that is alreadie perfefle. This example therefore maye
ferue al fortes of maried women.
Let her take example that
lift (quod Dame Partelot) for it is impoffible for me to vfe fuche
houres a

man may chaunge

compt her

felfe

long pacience.
I

But

would aduife

let

all

their honeft wiues,

mo

opinion

mofte happie,

:

if

Dame

Partelot fpeake her pleafure,

hufbandes to lyue honeftly with

and doe praie to God to plant
ftore the barren worlde

futch wiues to

that neuer or feldome bryngeth forth fuch
increafe.
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THE SIXTY-FOURTH NOUELL.
The notable

Another
ed

:

of a

hyftorie of like

which

was a

charitie

telleth

howe

woman of

Tours towards her hujhande.

example

thincke meete to bee annex-

I

in the Cittie of

which

Tours in Fraunce, there

was not onelye
So it was
that he followinge the fragilitie of thofe men^ which be wearie of
delicate fare, fill in loue with a woman of the Countrye that kepte
his houfe there, and many times departed from Tours to vifite his
countrie woman, where he commonlye taried 11. or iii. dayes
before his retorne and when he came home againe to Tours, he
ordinarely did take cold, whereof his good wife had much to do to
recouer him. And fo fone as he was hole, hee failed not to returne to the place, where pleafure made him forget all his former
griefe and ficknes.
His wife which aboue all thinges loued his
life and tendred his health, feinge him commonly broughte into fo
poore eflate, went into the Countrye, where fhe founde out the
yong woman that her hufband loued. Vnto whom (not in choler
but with fmilinge cheere and countenaunce) fhee fayd " How
fayre and honeft wyfe

for her vertues

belouedj but alfo feared and efteemed of her hufband.

:

:

fhe

knew

well that oftentimes her hufband repaired thither to

vifite her,

no more

and that

fhe

carefully, for

was not well content that

when he came home from

great cold as long time after fhe had

The poore woman

much

fhe vfed

him

her he toke fo

a doe to recouer him."

as wel for the reuerence of the

Dame,

as for the

trouth of the matter, could not denie the fa6le, and therefore
fallinge
trefle

downe vppon her

knees, afked her forgiuenes.

The mais-

required to fee the bedde and chamber, where her hufband

which

ill fauoured, and out of
and lamented the cafe: wherefore incontinently flie fent for a good bedde furnifhed with fheetes, blanquets
and Couerlet, accordingly as fhe knew her hulband loued, caufing
the chamber to be repaired, hanged, and dreffed vp, after the
fhe gaue her alfo plate and velTell to ferue her husbefl; maner
band at meales, together with a punchion of wyne, fpice, and other

Jaie,

fhe perceiued to be fo cold,

order, as fhe pitied

:
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confeftions: and then prayed the

bande, no more fo

fickej

woman

to fende

but to interteigne and

home

cheriflie

the mofl: delicate and carefull maner fhe could.
taried not long at

home, but

into the countrie to

when

cuflome wente againe

his

calling for drincke he fawe her to bringe

alking her where

woman
hauing

after

The hufband

woman, and marueiled much to finde
trimlye garnifhed, but much more he wondred

vifit

her poore lodging fo

after his olde

her hus-

him

ftie

had gotten

him a

filuer potte,

The poore

thofe goodes.

all

him weeping, that it was his wife, which
pitie vppon his ill intreatie, had furnifhed her

fayde vnto
fo great

houfe, and had committed vnto her the charge and regard of
his

Hee

health.

his wyfe,

and that

feing
fliee

the greate humilitie and

goodnes of

for the vnkindnes he fhewed vnto her,

had requited him with that curtefie and louing kindnes, well
pondering and regarding his owne frailtie, and the honefte de-

meanor of his wyfe, afterwards rewarded the poore woman with
money, and perfwaded her from that time foorth to Hue an honeft
life.

And

then returned

home

to his wyfe, confeffing

vnto her the

negligence of his dutie, and that excepte fhe had vfed that kinde

had bin impoffible for him
and afterwardes vtterly

of curtefie and goodnes towards him,

it

to forfake and giue oner his vngodlye

life

:

abandoning his behauiour paft, they liued together in great reft
and quietnes. Belieue me if ye lifl: (to you good wiues I fpeake)
that there be verye few ill hufbands, whom the pacience and loue
of the wyfe,

is

able at lengthe to winne, or els they be

more harde

which the foft and feble water by continuance of
time, is able to weare and make holow for when the wiue's lenitie
his carelefle ftomacke, and her pacient fuffraunce
fliall enter
renew remembraunce of dutie, then doth confcience bite, and
gnaw the cancred cord that tyeth vp the good confideracion of his
office, and regarde to maried life
then doth age abhorre the lewdnes of former life, and commeth home to cherifli the holfome
Nourice of his pleafant ftate. Then regardeth he the bande
wherewith matrimonie hath bound him, and both at bedde
and borde obferueth the ful perfeftions of the fame.
then

ftones,

:

:

A MIRACLE AT

LIONS.
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THE SIXTY-FIFTH NOUELL.
The Jimplicitie of an

olde

woman,

that offered a lurning candle to S.

lohn of Lions.

In the Church of S. lohn at Lions, there was a very darke Chappell, and within the fame a Tombe made of ftone, erefited for great
perfonages, with pictures liuely wroughte, and about the fame
Tombe there doe lie manye worthie knightes of great fame and
valiaunce. Vpon a bote Sommer's daye, a fouldiour walking vp
and downe the Church had great delight to fleape, and beholding
that darcke chappell which was colde and frefli of ayre, thoughte
to refte vpon the Tombe as other did, befides whom he layde him
downe to fleepe. It chaunced that a good old woman very deuoute, came thether when the fouldior was in the depth of his
And after fhee had fayd her deuocions, wyth a wax
fleepe.
candle in her hande, flie would haue faftened the fame vpon the
Tombe, and repayring nere the place where the fouldiour lay,
defirous to fticke it vppon his forehead, thinking it had been the
The old woman, which
ftone, the waxe would take no hold.
thought the caufe that her candle would not cleaue was the coldnefle of the

Image,

flie

flame of the candle, to

warmed the
fl;icke it fafl:e.

fouldior's forehead

with the

But the Image which was

not infenfible, beganne to cry oute, whereat the poo re woman
was fo afraide, as like one ftraught of her wittes, flie brake into
miracle
miracle " They within the
exclamacion crying "

A

:

1

A

1

Church hearing an outcry of a miracle, ranne in heapes
they had been madde, fome to ring the belles, and fome
miracle

:

whom the

good

woman

broughte to

fee the

as

though

to fee the

Image, which

then was remoued whereat many began to laughe. But diuers
prieftes not willing fo to give ouer fo great a Miracle, determined afterwards to vfe that tombe in reuerence, therby
:

to get money.

:
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THE SIXTY-SIXTH NOUELL.

A

DoSior of the Lawes hougkte a cup, who ly the
falfe varlets,

To

loft

fulitiltie

of two

hoth his money and the cuppe.

I haue thought good (gentle
Doftour and his wyfe, to giue thee
becaufe thou hafte hitherto fo frendly and

conclude our nomber of Nouels,

reader) to bringe in place a

a merye farewell

:

pacientlye fuffred thy felfe to be ftayed in reading of the refte

wherefore with a pleafaunt Adieu in a fhort and merie

tale, which
two
falfe
knaues
difclofeth the fubtiltie of
to beguile a poore
Doftor and his wyfe, I meane to end. Aud therfore do faye, that
in the Citie of Bologna in Italic, there was a worfhipful Doftor of
the Lawes, called Maifter Florien, which in other thinges fauing
his profeflion was but a flouen, and of fo ill behauiour as none of
who by fauing of many crudes, had layed
his facultie the like
vp fo good ftore of Crownes, as he caufed to be made a very great
and coftly Cup of filuer, for payment of which Cup he went to
the Goldfmithe's houfe, and hauinge payed for the filuer, the guilt,
and for the fafhion, being without his Clarke to carie it home,
he prayed the Goldfmith to lend him his man. By chaunce there
were newly come to the Citie, two yonge men that were Romaynes,
which ranged vp and downe the ftreates with cares vpright, to
view and marke euery thinge done in the fame, bearing about
them counterfait lewels and lingots, guilt of S. Martine's touche,
to deceiue him that would playe the foole to buy them.
One of
them was called Liello and the other Dietiquo. Thefe two Marchantes being at good leafure to wander the ftreates, beholding
the pafl"angers to and fro, by fortune efpied the Goldfmithe's man,
who (to fet forth the workemanfhip and making of the cup) caried
the fame open. Thefe gallants bearing a fpite to the cup, more
for the filuer than for other malice, purpofed to inuent fome Height
to get the Cuppe, and a farre of with flie pafe, followed the
Goldfmithe's man, of whom they craftelie inquired of the owner
of the Cup, and where hee had left maifter Florien. When they
:

had concluded vppon their enterprife, Liello (the

fineft

boye of
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ftraight to

1

buy a Lamprey of great

price,
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and

hiding the fame vnder his cloake, repayred direftly to Maifter

Doftour's houfe, where finding his wife of femblable wit and
behauiour that her hufband was, with vnfhamefaft face and like
" Maiftreffe, Maifter Florien your hufbande
grace, faid vnto her
:

and to make
other Dodloures
with him in the meane time he requireth you, to retorne vnto
him the Cuppe againe, whiche bee fent you this morning by the
Goldfmithe's man, becaufe he had forgotten to ftampe his armes
vppon it." The woman receyuinge the fifhe, franckly deliuered
him the Cup, and went about to prepare dinner. Liello (which
hunted after gaine but better caught his prey) hied him a pace
and conueyed himfelfe with fpeede to the houfe of one of his
Countriemen, and there reioyced with his companion, attending
for the comming of the Royfter Dietiquo, who taried in the Towne,
wayting and viewing what purfute was made after his fellowe.
Sone after maifter Florien retourned to his houfe and finding his
dinner more delicate than it was wont to be, marueyled, and afked
His wyfe very fcornefully
his wyfe who was at all that cofte.
aunfwered "Why fir, haue you forgotten that you fente me word
this morning that you woulde bring home with you diuers Gentlemen to dinner? " "What" (quoth the Doftour) " I thincke
you be afoole." "I am not" (fayd fhee) "and for better witnefle
you fent mee this fiflie, that I would you had been better aduifed
" I aflure thee :" quoth bee,
before you had beftowed fuch cofte."
" I fent thee no fiftie, but belike it was fome foliftie knaue that
had forgotten his arrant and miftaken the houfe but howfoeuer
hath fent you a

fiftie,

and prayeth you to

dinner readie, becaufe he bringeth a

drefle it

company of

:

:

:

was wyfe, we at this time will be content to fare well, at other
mennes charge." "Why fir (fayd his wyfe) call your felfe to
better remembraunce, for hee that brought the Lampry, came to me
for your Cup, by this token that you would haue your armes engrauen vppon the fame." At thofe words the poore Doftour, after
he had difcharged three or foure Canons laden with haile fliot of
fcolding words wente out into the ftreate, running hither and
thither demaunding of al them he met, if they faw none carrie
a Lampry home to his houfe. And you would haue faid if you
it
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had feen the Doftour wyth
had been out of his wittes.

his

hode hanging at one

Dietiquo ftode

ftill

fide,

that he

in a corner, and

beheld the Dodlour's frantike order, and albeit that he was fure

the ftealinge of the

Cuppe by

Liello his

companion was

impoffible

knowen, yet being forye that the Lampry coft fo much,
his part, and feinge the doftour flayed
from making further complaintes and purfute, he went home to
the DoAour's houfe, where fmiling with a good grace and bould
countenaunce faide vnto his wyfe " Maiftrefle Doftour, good
newes, the Cup is founde, one whom you know caufed the fame
to be done in fport to bring your hufband Maifter Florien in
a choler, who now is amonges diuers of his frendes iefting at
the pleafuant deceipt, and hath fent me hither to fetch their
dinner, wherein they praye you to remember the Lamprey, and to
to be

determined alfo to play

:

come your
be mery."

felfe to

take part of the fame, bicaufe they purpofe to

The woman

ioyful of thofe newes,

began fome what

to complaine of the griefe which fhe had taken for lofTe of the

Lamprey with the faufe,
betwene two platters who incontinently hid the fame vnder his
cloke, and wyth fo much fpeede as he could, went to feeke out his
companion Lielo, and their countrimen, which all that while had
taried for him
and God knoweth whether thofe good fellowes
did laugh and mocke the poore Doftour, and his wife or not, and
when (he had made herfelf gay and trimme to go eate part of the
Lamprey, as fhe was going out fhe met Maifter Florien lookinge
cup, and deliuered to Dietiquo the rofted

:

vppon the matter, to whom fhe faid (fmiling like a frumenty pot) "How now, fir, come they hither to dinner? I haue
fent you that Lamprey ready dreffed." Then Maifter Do6lor after
lowringlie

beganne to difcharge his double Cannons, callinge his
wyfe Whore, bitch, and beafte, and vnderftandinge that he was
twice begiled and could not tell by whom, for fpite and defpayre
he tare of his beard, and the heare of his head, which bruted

faire talke,

and knowen

in the Citie, the lefters

and pleafaunt felowes

bent themfelues to laugh, and deuife paflime at the
poore begiled Do£lour and his wyfe.
FINIS.

VOL.

ir.

To the Right JVorJhipful Sir George Howard Knight,
Maifter of the Queue's Maiejiie's Armarye.

EVERY science hauing

his peculier

commodity, and conduc-

inge to the trauayler and dilligent fearcher, a due deferued

benefyte (befydes the exercife and fliunninge the peftilent monfter
Idlenes) difclofeth the miraculous efFeft of the Diuinity,

excellency of his Creature

:

who

breathing

worke, framed within the mould of
in

him by nature and timely

life

and the

into that fencelefle

humayn Conception,

forceth

inftitution fuch capacitye of Science,

as not onelye by that knowledge hee glorifyeth his Creator, but

and doth good to other. For profe
whereof the Science of that furpafling and delightfome pafture of

alfo befydes himfelfe, helpeth

Theologie,

is

profitable to teache, argue, reproue,

that by pacience and confolation,
Eternitye.

The knowledge

auoydeth childilh

O

we may

of Philofophie cureth the

care, expelleth feare,

Philofophye, the guide of

and

life,

of Vertue and expeller of vice,

inftruft,

conceiue hope of

and fliunneth fond

Mynde,
defyres.

(exclameth TuUie) the inquifitor

Rethorike (affirmeth he) caufeth

we know not and that we know to teach to
other by the fame we exhort, with that we perfwade, with that
we comfort the affli£ted, by it we encourage the aftonned, and

vs to learne that
:

appeafe the outragious.

Mufike, eafeth the troubled mynde,

and erefteth a
Aftronomye, reuealeth the

lenifyeth forrowe, comforteth the heauye harted,

contemplatyon of heauenlye thinges.

nature of the Starres and Planets, prefageth dayes and times for
the helpe and maintenaunce of

life.

Poefie teacheth

amendment

what things be mete for imitation, and with
what detriment wantonnes anoyeth the bodye of man. By
meanes of it (Sainft Auguftine faith,) he learned many good leflbns
of manners, direfteth
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to profite himfelfe and do good to other.

To

be fhort euery

fame taken away^ reafon is depriued
and the Life of Man (of due order and gouernment) defrauded.
Thinke (fayth a Greke Oratour) the knowledge of many thinges
to bee more precious and excellentj then a Cheft heaped vp with
abundance of money for the one quickly fayleth, and the other
for euer lafteth.
For Scientia (affirmeth hee) is the onelye immortall ftorehoufe of all poffeffions. Amonges which troupe of
Sciences, the knowledge and fearch of Hiftories deferueth a place
in the chefeft rank, and is for example of humaine affayres, a
Chriftal light to fhew the pathes of our Aunceftors.
The fame
difplaieth the counfels, aduifes, pollicies, aftes, fucceffe, and endes
of Kinges, Princes and great men, with the order and difcription
of time and place.
And like a liuely image reprefenteth before
our eies the beginning, end and circumfiaunce of ech attempt.
The fame (like a Miftreffe of our life) by probable examples
fcience

is

fo neceflary, as the

:

vp our fluggifh mindes, to afpyre the eternal glorie of
and fame, and terrifyeth the defperate and aduenturous,
from enterprife of things vnfeemely.
The fame is a paffing
pifture of verity, and an abfolute paterne framinge the matter
flirreth

praife

leffe then it is.
And becaufe I am not ignorant what
Encomia innumerable Authors in time pafl, and wryters of our
tyme do attribute vnto that fcience, and with what titles the
Prince of them all decketh the praife of Hiftoricall knowledge, I

greatter nor

only refer the worthines to the

pra£tifers, and the fyngularitye of
and delight, to ech willing minde that imploye
and tyme therin. And I for my parte do confelTe

Hiftories trauel
their leafure

(that by reading of Hiftories) I fynd the faying which Tullie aduoucheth of Publius Scipio to bee true that he was neuer lefle
idle, then when he was idle, and neuer leffe alone, then when he
:

was alone, meaning therby, that when he was at beft leifure, he
was neuer idle, nor when he was alone vnoccupied.
For when
labor refteth him felfe in me, and leifure refrefheth other affaires
nothing delights more that vacant tyme, than readinge of Hiftories
in fuch vulgar fpeache, wherein my fmall knowledge taketh repaft.
And for that my priuat reading might not delyte and
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for
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I

alone, to auoid the nature of that cankred churle

humain companye, Timon of Athens, that

felfe,

haue

I

my

(after

fkill)

culled

fome

lined

but

floures

and

from that pleafaunt flora of thofe my readinges to impart
gayne and benefite, chofynge rather hereby to followe the liberalitye of Cimon a gentleman of that Cittye, who
knowynge hymfelfe to bee borne to profite other and for the enfruites

for vniverfal

riching of his Couutry, not only atchiued maruailous matters for

furtherance of

open

Comon

wealth, but lefte his Gardens and Orchards

men to participate the
Wherby fo wel as I can I

for all

trauell,

and
and praftice

Fruidtes of his pleafure

follow the

trafit

of other, by whofe meanes, fo manifold faiences in our known
toung and tranflation of Hiftories be frequent and rife amonge
vs.
Al which be done after our commodity, pleafure, folace,
preferuation and comfort, and without the which we cannot long
be fuftayned in this miferable lyfe, but flial become not much
vnlyke the barbarous, ne difcrepant from the fauage forte. The
inueftigatours and bringers to light, wherof diredt their eyes and
meaning to none other end but for the benefyte of vs and our
pofteritye, and that our faces be not taynted with the blufhing
coloure to fe the paffing diligence of other Countryes by curious
imbelifhinge of their ftates with the troublous trauaile of their

brayne, and labourfom courfe of penne.

Who

altogeather imploi

thofe paynes, that no Science lurke in Corner, that no

Knowledge

be fhut vp in cloyfters, that no Hiftory remaine vnder the mafke

and vnknowne attyre of other tongues. Among which crew (I
an inferiour place and haue vndertaken the vnfolding of fundry Hiftories from the couerture of foren language for
none other purpofe and intent but to vniuerfal benefyte. Part
whereof, two yeares paft (almoft) were made commune in a
fay) I craue

former boke,

now

fuccedeth a fecond, furnifhed withlike orna-

ments that the other was.

The

firft

(by duties chalenge) was

addrefled to the right honorable the Earle of

of his honour, and

your worfhip

may

my

iuftly

of Nouember, payable.

calling.

Warwik,

for refpedt

This the fecond by lyke band,

clayme as a iuft tribute now this moneth
Or if your curtefye would not deale fo
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roughly with youre bounden creditoure, yet for duty fake

muft

I

The fame
acquite and content that which hath fo long ben due.
beneuolence
your
I offer now not with fuch vfury and gayne as
and fyngular bounty, by long forbearing hath deferued, but with
fuch affefted will and defyre of recompencej as any man alyue
can owe to fo rare a friend. Your worfhip I haue chofen for
the firfte perfon of this boke, and the proteftor of the fame (the
matter

mofte

fpecially

therin

comprifed,

treating

of

courtly

and maners^ and of the cuftomes of loue's gallantife, and
the good or yll fucceffe therof,) becaufe you be an auncient
Courtier, and one of the eldeft Trayne, and fuch as hath bene
imployed by fundry our Princes, in their affayres of greateft
wayght and importance, and for that your felfe in your luftieft
tyme (euer bred and brought vp in Court,) haue not ben vnac-

fafhions

quainted with thofe occurrants.

If I fhoulde ftand particularlye

to touch the originall of your noble Aunceflry, the fucceffion of

renowmed

that

line, their fidelity for

graue aduife and counfel,

your honowrable education, the mariage of a mighty kyng with

one of your fifbers, the valiant exploites of your parents againfte
the Frenche and Scottes, the worthye feruice of your felfe in

wherby you deferuedly wanne the order of Knighthode, the
which her maieftie repofeth in you, by difpofing vnder your
charge the ftore of her Armure, and your worthy preferment to

fielde,

truft

be Maifter of her

Armary

generall.

If I fliould

make

recitall

of

your careful induftry and painful trauel fuftayned, for aunfwearing her Maieftye's expeftation, your noble cherlfhing of the flcilful

in

that fcience, your good

aduancemente of the

beft

fupply the vacant romes, your refufall of the vnworthy
finally of

your modeft and curteous dealings in that

:

office, I

to

and
feare

lacke of ability (and not of matter) would want grace and order

by further circumftaunce to adde

fufficient prayfe
yea although
do fay nothinge, (but referue the fame in filence to auoyd
fufpefte of adulation) the very armure and their furnitures do

my

:

felfe

fpeake, vniuerfal teftimony doth wonder,

fame

for

tyme of

feruice doth aduouch.

and the Readines of the

Which

care of things

continually refting in your breaft, hath atchyued fuch a tymely
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diligence,

and

fuccefle, as

when

1

her Maieftye's aduerfary fhal be

readye to moleft, fhe fhal be preft (by God's

and march.

53

afliftance) to

defend

But not to hold your worfhip long by length of

preamble, or to difcourfe what

I

might further

faye, either in

fauour of this boke, or commendation of youre
'

(for this inftant)

felfe,

I

meane
and the

to leaue the one to general iudgment,

other to the particular fentence of ech of your acquaintance.

Humblye making
for

my
And fo

this onlye fute that

the imperfection of

myne

abilitye.

your preferuation to him that

my leaue.
From my pore houfe

is

good wil may fupplye
with

my

the auftor

harty prayer
of

life

and

health, I take

the

Tower of London,
Nouember,

befides the

iiij.

of

1567.

Your moft bounden

William Painter.

TO THE READER.

AS

fliewed curtefie deferueth grateful acquital

forceth mutual merit.

boke, I render to thy delite
I

So
and

and frendly fauour

for gentle acceptation of

my other

a fecond Tome^ for which

profit

craue but like report: albeit, neither worthy of any: or other

then the rude

artificer

committed to

his fkil

precious

other

or

gayneth by tryal of his art. Who hauing
and workmanfliip, fome fubftance of gold,
the

falhioneth

matter,

fame

bungled fhape and order, as (befydes difprayfe)
vnablenes of the workman.
perfeftion
pleafe

And

:

herof vniuerfally

it

with

Howfoeuer (then) the ablenes or
content

(hal

or

particularly

dis-

the boke craueth mild conftruftion, for imploied paines.

yet the fame (liking or lothing the licorous diet, and curious

expeftation of fom) fhal beare
delite in

regarde with

thofe that

more

holfom viandes (voyd of variety) than in the confufed

mixture of foren drugges fetched farr

Who

of.

no doubt

fupply with fauorable brute, default of ablenes and riper

Which

the Hiflories of forren fpech.

publike benefyte) after which

wel willinge mind (as
briefly to

ing

fuch

carieth the

I

I

gaze,

Hiftories, I

what pith and

deme

it

in

the guerdon (befides

is

and the

heft ftipend that

fuppofe) afpireth for their trauel,

touch what comodity thou

will

fkil

ech

and

fhalt reape of thefe fucced-

not vnapt for thine

inftrufition, to

vnfold

fubflance, refteth vnder the context of their dis-

courfe.

In the Nouel of the

AMAZONES,

miraculous port, (to our prefent

fkill)

is

difplayed a ftraunge or

of

womens gouernment,

what {late they fubdued, what increafe of Kingdome, what combats and confliftes they durft attempt contrary to the nature of
that fexe.

In

ALEXANDER the greate, what

and curtefye
and to what
vertue.

in a puiflJant Prince,

ought to bee the gratitude

toward

perilous plunge he flippeth

his flaue and captiue,
by exchange of vice for

IS5
In

TIMOCLIA and TJHEOXENA the

Dames

to auoyde the beaftly

ARIOBARZANES

ftoutnefle of two noble
and raging fury of Tyrantes.

lufl:

telleth the

and how he ought not

his Prince:

duty of a fubieft to

to contende with his fouerayn in matters

of curtefy, at length alfo the condition of courting flatterers

:

and

the poifon of the monfter Enuy.

ARISTOTIMVS

difgarboyleth the intralles of Tiranny, des-

cribing the end whereunto Tirants do attein and

how

that vice

plagueth their pofterity.

The two Romayne

QUEENS

fyngerSj the natures of

do point

Ambition and

(as it wer)

cruelty,

with their

and the gredy

lull

(hidden in that feeble fexe) of fouerainty.

SOPHONISBA
fon

diftilleth

reporteth the force of beauty, and

what poy-

from that licourous fappe to inuenim the hartes of

valiant gentlemen.

The gentlewomen of HYDRVSA
The Empreffe FAUSTINA, and
what

bloflx)ms

blome of whorifh

life,

the ficlenes of Fortune.
the counteflfe of

and what

CELANT,

fruiftes therof be

culled.

The

letters

of the

Emperour

TRAIANE,

do paynt a right

fhape of vertue, a good ftate of gouernment, and the comly form
of obedience.

Three Amorous Dames reueale the fleights of loue the redines of
Nobles to be baited with the amorous hoke, and what defire fuch
infamous ftrumpets haue to be honored.

Queene
fates

ZENOBIA,

ordayne to

ought to

ftretch,

EVPHIMIA a king's
Duchefle of Malfi,

Dames

what the noble Gentlewomen (whom the

ought to do, how farre their magnanimity
and in what boundes to conteine their fouerainty.
rule)

daughter of Corinth, and the vnfortunate

what match of mariage Ladies of renowne, and

of Princelye houfes ought to chofe.

Miftrefle DIANORA, MITHRIDANES and NATHAN,
KATHERINE of Bologna, and SALAD INE, the mutual curtefies

of noble and gentle Perfonages, and for what refpeftes.

Quene ANNE of Hungarie, the good nature and liberalitye of a
Quene and with what induftry Gentlewomen of priuy chamber
:
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ought to preferre the futes of the
wel ferued the common welth.

ALEXANDRE de Medices,
Prince,

valiant,

Duke

and of fuch

as

haue

of Florence, the iuftice of a

and gouernour to the wronged party, what vertues ought
what temperance their infolence is

to fhine in Courtiers, and with
to be repreffed.

IVLIETTA

and

RHOMEO difclofe the

harty afFeftions of two

of loue, what danger
which mary without the aduife of Parentes.
Two Gentlewomen of VENICE, the wifedom and pollicy of
Wiues to chaftice and reftrain the follies of hufbands, and the

incomparable louers, what fecret

fleights

either fort incurre

ftoutnes they ought to vfe in their defenfe.

The Lord

of

VIRLE, and

the

widow ZILIA, geue

leffons to

Louers, to auoyde the immoderate panges of loue, they prognofticate the indifcretion of promifed penance, they
al

vnfeemly

heftes, left

warne

to

beware

the penaltyes of couetife and vayn glory

be incurred.

The Lady

of

BOEME,

fchooleth two noble Barons that with

great boaft affured themfelues to impair her honor.

DOM DIEGO and

GINEVRA,

bent to hate and the voluntarye
Knight, with the parfeA

record the cruelty of

vow performed by a

friendfliip of

women

paffionate

a true frend in redreffe of a

frend's mifliap.

SALIMBENE and ANGELICA,

the kindnes of a gentleman
ennemy, and the conftant mynd of a chaft and
and vertuous mayden.
Miftrefle HELENA of Florence difcouereth what lothfom
luftes do lurk vnder the bark of fading beauty, what ftench of
filthy affeftion fumeth from the fmoldring gulfe of diftioneft Loue
what prankes fuch dames do play for deceit of other, and fliame
in deliuerie of his

of themfelves.

CAMIOLA

reproueth the mobility of youth fuch chiefly as
for noble aunceftry regarded ritches more than vertue, fhe lyke a
of conftancye lefl[bneth her equalles from wauering
myndes, and not to aduenture vpon vnftedie contrafts with thofe
that care not (vnder what pretence) they com by riches.

miftrefle

:

The

lords of

NOCERA

fortel the

hazardes of whordom, the
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of leloufy,

difference

the

of duty

betwene Prince and
and Tiranny,

fubieftj the fruites of a Rebell, the endes of Traitery

and what monftruous

The king

of

fuccefle fuch vices

MAROCCO

do attain.

defcribeth the good nature of the

homely and loial fubiedi:, the maruaylous loue of a true and fymple
Countryman towarde his liege and foueraygne Lorde, and the
bounty of a curteous Prince, vpon thofe that vnder rude attyre,
be garnifht with the floures of vertue.

To

the contentes of thefe Nouels from degre of
Emperour, from ftate of greattefl: Quene and Lady, to the
homelye Cuntry peafant and rudeft vilage girle, may conduce
profite for inftrudlion, and pleafure for delight.
They offer rules
for auoiding of vice and imitation of vertue to al eftates.
This
boke is a very Court and Palace for al fortes to fixe their eies
be fhort,

higheft

therein, to

vew the deuoyres

of the Nobleft, the vertues of the

and the dutyes of the meaneft, Yt is a ftage and Theatre
for fhew of true Nobilitye, for profe of paffing loialty and for
tryal of their contraries.
Wherfore as in this I haue

gentleft,

continued what
fo

vppon

erfl:

I partelye

promifed in the

intelligence of the fecond figne of

thy good

wil,

a third (by Gods affiftance)

come

Ihal

forth.

Farewell.

firft

Authoritiesfrom whence thefe Nouelles he colleSled

:

and in

the

fame auouched.

Strabo.

Trebelius Pollio.

Plinie.

Xenophon.

Cluintus Curtius,

Homere.

Plutarche.

Virgilius.

Tjtus Liuius.

Baptifta Campofulgofus.

Dionyfius HalicarnaflEeus.

Bandello.

Appianus Alexandrinus.

Bocaccio.

Guide.

Gyraldi Cynthio.

Horace.

Belleforreft.

Propertius.

Bouftuau.

Cicero.

Valerius

Petro di Seuiglia.

Max.

Antonio

di

Gueuarra.

%fjt 5^alace of pleasure.

THE FIRST NOUELL.
hardinejfe and conquejis of diuers Jiout, and aduenturous women, called Amazones, the heginninge, and continvajice of their
Beigne, and of the great iourneyofone of their Queenes called Tha-

The

le/iris to vi/it

Alexander the great

:

beegan
WHERE betweene booke
two mighty
the

firfte

with the caufe of her trauaile.

with a Combate fought, and

and
Gouernementjthe one hightRome after called the head of the World
(as fome thinke by reafon of a man's head found in the place where
the Capitole did ftand) the other Alba. To which Combat fixe Gentlemen of eyther city were appoyn£ted, and the viftory chaunced
to the Romayne fide In this fecond parte, in the Forefront, and
tried

Citties, for Principality,

:

Nouell of the fame,

is defcribed the beginninge, continuaunce
and ende of a Woman's Common wealth (an Hiftory rare and ftraunge
to the vnlearned, ignorant of the world's fickle ruled fl:ay) which
contented with the mighty Princes and puiflant Potentates for defence of their kingdome, no leffe than the Carthaginians and Romaynes did for theirs. But as it is no wonder to the Ikilful that a
whole Monarche, and kingdome fliould be intierly peopled with that
Sexe fo to the not well trained in Hiftories, this may feeme miracufirfl:

:

lous.

Wherefore not to

fl:aye

thee from the difcourfe of thofe

fliraungeandAduenturous women, diuers be of diuers opinionsforthe

Etimologie of the word whereof amonges the Grsetians be diuers
iudgementes. Thefe Amazones were mofl: excellent warriers, very
:

valiaunt,

and without man's aduice did conquer mighty Coun-

:
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treyeSj

famous

Cities,

and notable Kingdomes, continuinge of
Thefe people occu-

longe time in one Seigniory, and gouernment.

Som writers deuide them
two Prouinces, one in Scythia in the North part of Afia other
by the hill Imaus, which at this day is called the Tartarian Scythia,
different from that which is in Europa
the other fort of the Amazones were in Libia a prouince of Africa. But becaufe the compied and enioyed a great part of Afia.
into

:

:

mon

fort of

Afia, I

Authors doe vnderftand the Amazones to be thofe of
to leaue of the difference.
The Scythians were a

meane

warlike people, and at the beginninge of their kingdome had two
kinges, by

whom

Notwithftandinge the na-

they were gouerned.

ture of dominion beinge of

it

felfe

ambicious, cannot abide any

which caufed thefe two kinges to be at
ciuill warres, wherein
the one beinge Viftor, two of the principal and chiefe of the contrary faftion, called Plinius and Scolopithos, were banifhed with
a great number of their adherentes, al which did withdraw themfelues to the limits of Cappadocia in the leffer Afia, and in defpite
of the Countrey Pefantes, dwelled alonges the riuer of Thermodon,
which entreth into the Sea Euxinum, otherwife called Pontus.
And they beinge made Lordes of the countrey, and of the places
adioyninge, raygned for certayne yeares, vntill the Peafantes and

companion or

equall

:

variaunce, and afterwards the matter grew to

their confederates

made a

confpiracy agaynfl:

blinge by Pollicy, ouercame and fleewe

theym

them and afliemThe newes of
:

all.

knowen to their Wyues dwellinge in theyr countrey,
them to conceiue great heauineffe, and dolor extreme
and although they were women, yet did they put on manly coutheyr death
caufed

and determined to reuenge the death of their hufbandes, by
puttinge theyr hands to weapons wherewithal they did exercife
themfelues very ofte and that they might all be equall, and their
forrow common, they murdred certaine of their hulbandes which
remayned there, after the other were banifhed. Afterward beino-e
altogether, they made a great army, and forfooke their dwellinge
rage,

:

places, refufinge the

mariage of

many

futers

:

and arriuinge in the

made fmall accoumpt thereof, although
foretolde of their approche) they fodaynly came vpon them vnprouided, and put them all to the fword.
This beinge done, the
lande of their enemies (that

:
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women tooke the gouernment of the Countrey, inhabitinge at the
beginninge alonge the Riuer of Thermodon, where their hufbandes
were flayne. And although many Authors do differ in the fituation of the place where the

Amazones

did dwell, yet the truth

is,

that the beginning of their kingdome and of their Habitation was

vppon that Riuer.

But of

their

manyfolde conqueftes, be engen-

dred diuers opinions declared by Strabo, and others.
fied

themfelues in thofe places, and

wan

They

forti-

other countreys adioyn-

amonge them two Queenes, the one named Marand the other Lampedo. Thefe two louingely deuided the
army and men of Warre in two partes, eyther of them defendinge
(with great hardineffe) the Landes which they had conquered: and
to make themfelues more dreadfull (futch was the credite and vanity of men that time) they fayned to be the daughters of Mars.
Afterward thefe miraculous women lining after this maner in peace
and iuftice, confidered that by fucceffion of time, for want of
daughters that might fucceede, warres, and time, would extinguifh
their race. For thys caufe they treated maryage with their neyghinge, choofinge
tefia,

bors

named Gargarians

(as

Plinie fayeth) with condition, that

vpon certayne tymes of the yeare, their hufbandes fhould affemble
together in fome appointed place, and vfe them for certaine
dayes vntyll they were with chylde, whych beinge done and
knowen, they fhould returne home agayne to their own houfes.
If they brought forth daughters, they noriflied and trayned them
vp in armes, and other manlik exercifes, and to ride great Horfe
they taught them to run at Bafe, and to foUowe the Chace. If they
were deliuered of males, they fent them to their fathers, and if by
chaunce they kept any backe, they murdred them, or elfe brake
their armes and legs in futch wife as they had no power to beare
weapons, and ferued for nothynge elfe but to fpin, twifi:, and to
doe other feminine labour.
defended themfelues

And

for as

mutch as thefe Amazones
Warres with Bowe, and

fo valiantly in the

Arrowes, and perceyued that their breafles did very much impech
the vfe of that weapon, and other exercifes of armes, they feared

vp the right breafts of their yonge daughters, for which caufe
they were named Amazones, which fignifieth in the Greeke
tongue, wythout breafts, although fome other do geeue vnto that
L
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name any other meaninge. Afterwards^ increafing by courfe of
time in number and force, they made greate preparation of Weapons and other Engins for the Warres, and leauing their countrey
(which they thought was very fmall) in the keepinge of fome,

whom

they fpecially trufted, the

inge and fubduinge

all

reft

marched abroade, conquer-

thofe which they found rebellious.

And

hauing paffed the river of Tanais, they entred Europa, where
they vanquiflied many countreys, direfting their way towardes
Thraciaj from whence they returned a while after, with great
fpoyle and viftory, and

many

comminge agayne

prouinces vnder their

fubieftion,

into Afia, they brought

proceedinge

euen

to

Mare Cafpium. They Edified, and peopled an infinite number of
good citties, amongs which, according to the opinion of diuers,
was the famous Citty of Ephefus, the fame beeinge the chiefe
of al their Empire, and the principal place that ftoode vpon Thermodon. They defended themfelues in Warres with certayne Tergats, made in fafliion of a halfe Moone, and entring into battaile vfed

a certaine kinde of Flutes to geue the people corage to

wont to do. In this wife inmore and more the fame of thofe women, and fo continued
the tyme that Hercules, Thefeus, and many other valiaunt

fight, as

the Lacedemonians were

creafed
vntill

men

liued in Grsecia.

The

fayd Hercules, kinge Eurifteus of

Athenes commaunded, to proceede with great force of people
againft the Amazones, and that hee fliould bringe vnto him the
armures of the two Queenes, which then were two fillers, that is
to fay Antlopa and Oritia.
At this commaundement Hercules
incoraged with defire of honor and glory, accompanied with Thefeus, and other his frends, fayled alongfl: Pontus, and arriued in
moft conuenient place vpon the fhoare of Thermodon, where he
landed in futch fecret manner and with futch oportunity of tyme,

two Queenes was gone out of the countrey
with the greateft part of her women, to make Warre, and conquer new Countreyes, in fo mutch that he found Antiopa,
which doubted nothinge, ne yet knewe of his comminge. Vppon
which occafion, Hercules and his people furprifinge the Amazones
as Oritia, one of the

vnwares, and although they entred into Fielde and did put themfelues in defence with futch diligence as they could, yet they
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flight, and many of them flayne
and the refl taken: amongfl: whom were the two fillers of the
Queene, the one named Menalipe whych was Hercules pryfoner,
and the other Hipolita, the pryfoner of Thefeus. Certane Hiflrori-

were ouercome, and put theym to

ans do fay that they were fubdued in a pitched

field, and appoynted
two fifl:erswere vanquiflied in fiuguler Combat. The Queene Antiopa then feeinge this ouerthrow, and
the takinge of her fifters, came to compofition with Hercules, to
whom fhee gaue her armure to cary to Eurifl:eus, vpon charge that
he fhoulde render vnto her, her fifiier Menalipe. But Thefeus for
no offer that fhe coulde make, woulde deliuer Hipolita, with whom
he was fo farre in loue, that he caried her home with him, and
afterward toke her to wyfe, of whom hee had a fonne called Hi-

And

battle.

that afterwards the

Hercules

politus.

of his viftory.

of his purpofe, returned very ioyful

fatifefied

Oritia certified of thefe news, beinge then out of

her countrey, conceyued no

leffe

fhame than forrow, who fearing

greater damage, returned fpeedlly with her

women, the

greater

part whereof beinge of her opinion, perfwaded Antiopa to be re-

uenged vpon the Grekes. For which purpofe they made great
Afterwards leuyinge fo great a number of

preparation of warre.

the

Amazones

as they could, they fent to Sigilus king of Scythia

who

them

his fonne Pifagoras, with a great
whofe helpe the Amazones pafling into
Europa, and Countrey about Athenes, they greatly annoyed their
ennemy but Pifagoras entred in quarel agaynft the Queene and
her women, by meanes whereof, the Scythians could not fight, but

for fuccour

number

:

fent

of horfemen, by

:

withdrew themfelues

afide,

whereby the Amazones (not able

to

fupport the force of the Greekes,) were ouercome, and the greateft

them cut in
Scythians Campe, of
part of

peeces.

whom

Thofe which did efcape, ran to the
they were defended

returned into their countrey, they liued in

leffe

:

afterward being

force,

and furety

than before. In proceffe of time the Greekes paffed into Afia,
and made a famous conquefl: of the Citty of Troy, when Penthefilea was Queene of the Amazones, who remembringe the iniuries receyued by the Greekes, went with a great army to helpe the
Troians where the Queene did thinges worthy of remembraunce,
:

but the Troianes vanquiflied, in

many

Skirmiflies

al

the

Amazones
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were almoft flayne. And Penthefilea amonges other, was killed
by the hand of Achilles. Wherefore thofe that remained, returned
into their countrey with fo

had before)

as

with great

and

their old pofleflions,

fo

litle

power

(in refpeft of that

they

they fufteyned, and defended

difficulty

continued

till

the time that Alexander

make warre againfl: the Hircanians.
Queenes named Thaleftris accompanied

the great went into Afia, to

In which time one of their

with a great number of the Amazones, went out of hir countrey
with great defire to

fee

and know Alexander.

And

approchinge

the place where hee was, fhee fent her Ambafladour vnto

him

to

the ende that fhee might obtayne fafe conduft to fee him, mak-

him

inge

to vnderftand

had inflamed
tolde,

fhe

how mutch

hir heart to fee

graunted hir hys

fafe conduft.

had chofen out fome of

reft in

Renoume of his perfonage
Whereof Alexander beeinge

the

him.

By meanes

whereof, after

women, leauinge the

hir principall

a certayne place in very good order, fhe went towardes

Alexander, of

whom

fhe

was curteoufly entertayned, and then with

very good countenaunce, fhee offered vnto him the

Who

ability.

prayed hir to

tell

him,

if

efFeft of al

her

he were able to do her

and promifed that hir requefl fhould be accomplifhed.
She aunfwered that hir comminge was not to demaund either
landes or dominions, (whereof fhe had fufflcient) but rather to
knowe and be acquainted with futch a famous Prince as hee was,
of whom fhe had heard maruellous and firaunge report. But the
pleafure,

chiefefl caufe of hir

lation, that fhe

comminge was,

to pray

might be conceiued with

him of carnal copu-

childe,

and haue an heire

him that fhe was come
of noble kinde, and of high parentage, and that he ought not to
begotten of

fo excellent

difdaine hir vfe.

a Prince, telling

Promifinge

hym

that

if it

pleafed the Gods,

that fhe fhould haue a daughter, fhe would nourifhe

and make

it

her vniuerfall Heire, and

vnto him.

fend

it

hym

to the warres,

pany.

her

felfe,

Alexander afked her

which

hym

if fhe

without great fhame, befides the hazardinge the
Wherefore fhe prayed him agayne to
hir requefl.
Finally fhe kept company with Alexander by

of her kingdome.

fatiffie

it

were a Sonne, fhe would

if fhee woulde go with
would, he promifed hir his comBut fhe excufinge hir felfe, aunfwered that fhe could not

goe with
lofTe

if it

THE AMAZONES.

1

the fpace of xiii dayes in publike and fecret
expired,

But

as

flie

it is

the property of tyme to confume

the kingdome and power of the

fort,

home

tooke hir leaue, and returned

all

Amazones grew
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which beinge

to hir prouince.

thinges

:

euen

fo

no
For what monftruous
to vtter decay,

one futch nation at this day to be found.
Sexe was this that durft not onely by many armies encountre with
puiflant nations, but alfo by fingle Combate, to fight with that
terrible perfonage Hercules, whofe vnfpeakable and incredible
labours and viftories, are by antiquity reported to be futch, as none

but he, durft euer aduenture the

like.

What

parable to the Greekes, or the Athenian Citty

kinde

women

What

like befieged

?

nation euer com-

and yet

thefe

man-

for reuenge fhronke not to peerce their Prouince.

towne

as that of

Troy was ? and yet Penthe-

one of their Queenes with hir mayny, indeuoured to rayfe the
Greekes, that fo many yeares had lien before the fame. What

filea

Queene (nay what Stalant) durft fue for company of meaneft man ?
any yet one of thefe prefumed to begge the matche of the mightieft Monarch that euer ruled the world. The maners and qualities

Women of no common fpirite
and boldnefle, bee thought good in the front of this fecond Volume to be defcribed bycaufe of dyuers Womens lines plentifull
variety is offered in the fequele.
And for that fome mention
hath bin made of the great Alexander and in what wife
from vertue bee fell to vice, the feconde Nouell enfuof which nation, bycaufe they were

:

:

inge

fhail

geue further aduertifement.
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THE SECOND NOUELL.
The great pitie and continencie of Mexander the great and his louinge
entertaynment of Sifigamhis the wyfe of the great monarch Darivs

was vanquijhed.

after he

Great Monarches and

Princes be the Gods^ and only Rulers vpon

Earth, and as they be placed by God's only prouydence and difpo-

conquere and rule the fame, euen fo in viftorious batand honorable Exploytes, they ought to rule and order their
conqueftes like Gods that is to faye, to vfe moderate behauiour
to their Captiues and flaues, fpecially to the weaker fort and feminine kynde, whom like Tyrauntes and barbarous, they ought not to
corrupt and abufe, but like Chrifl:ians and vertuous viftors, to cherifh and preferue their honour.
For what can bee fafe to a woman
(fayde Lucrece, when fhe was rauifhed by the Romayn Tarquine)
her chaftity beinge defiled
Or what can be fafe to a man, that
geueth himfelfe to incontinency ? For when he hath defpoyled the
virgin, robbed the wyfe, or abufed the Wydow of their honor and
good name, they protrude themfelues into many Myferies, they bee
impudent, Vnfhamefafte, Aduenturous, and Careleffe howe many
myfchiefes they doe. And when a Prince or Gouerner doth geue
himfelf to licentious life, what mifchieues, what rapes, what
murders doth hee commit ? No frende, no Foe, no fubieft, no enemy doth he fpare or defende. Contrarywife, the mercifuU and
continent captayne, by fubduinge hys affeftions recouereth immortall fame, which this Hiftory of kinge Alexander full well defition, to

tayles

:

.'

clareth.

And

becaufe before

we

fpake of that great conqueror in

the Nouell of the Amazones, and of the repayre of
leftris

for vfe of his body, at

what tyme

(as

Queene Tha-

Curtius fayth) he

fell

from vertue to vice we purpofe in thys, to declare the great contynencie and mercy that hee vfed to Sifigamhis, the wife of the
Perfian prince Darius, and briefly to touch the time of his abufed
:

wrhich in this maner doth begin.
Alexander the great hauing
vanquifhed Darius and his infinite army, and retiringe wyth hys

life,

hoaft

from the purfute and flaughter of the

Perfians, entred into
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beinge with his familiers

in the mids of his banket, they fodaynly heard a pitifull cry,

with ftraung howlinge and cryinge out, which did very mutch

The Wyfe and Mother of Darius, with the other
women newly taken Prifoners, were the occafion of that

afton them.

noble

prefent noyfe, by lamentinge of Darius,

whom

they beleeued to

be flayne, and which opinion they conceyued through one of the

Eunuches, which ftandinge before Their tent doore, faw a Souldier
beare a peece of Darius Diademe. For which caufe Alexander,
pityinge their mifery, fent a noble man called Leonatus to fignifie
vnto them that they were deceyued, for that Darius was liuing.
Repayring towards the Tent where the women were with certayne
armed men, he fent word before, that he was comminge to them
with meflage from the kinge.

But when futche

as ftoode at the

tent doore faw armed men, they thought they had bene fent to

murder the Ladies:
that their

lafl:

for

which caufe they ran

in to

them, cryinge

houre was come, for the fouldiers were at hande to

them. When Leonatus was entred the Pauilion, the Mother
and wife of Darius fell downe at hys feete, intreatinge him that
before they were flayne, he would fuffer them to bury Darius, accordinge to the order and maner of his Countrey, after the performance of which obfequies, they were content (they fayd) willingly
to fuffer death.
Leonatus affured them, that both Darius was
aliue, and that there was no harme ment towardes them, but fhould
remayne in the fame ftate they were in before. When Sifigambis
heard thofe wordes, fhe fufFered her felfe to bee lifted vp from the
grounde, and to receyue fome comforte. The next day, Alexander
kille

with great diligence buried the bodies of futch of his owne

and willed the fame

men

done to the noble
geuinge
licence
Darius
the
Perfians
to
mother
men of
to Bury fo
many as fhe lifle, after the cuflome of her Countrey. She performed the fame to a few that were next of her kin, accordinge
as coulde be founde,

to be

if fhee fhould haue
Macedonians might haue
enuied it, whych beinge viftors, vfed no great curiofity in the
matter. When the due was performed to the dead, Alexander
fignified to the women prifoners, that hee himfelfe would come to

to the hability of their prefente fortune, for

vfed the Perfians

Pompe

therein, the

:

1
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them, and caufinge futch as came with him to tary without,
he onely with Epheftion entred in amongs them. The fame Epheftion of all men was heft beloued of Alexander, brought vp in his
company from his youth, and moft priuy with him in all thinges.
There was none that had futch liberty to fpeke his mynde playnly
to the kinge as hee had, whych hee vfed after futch forte, that he
feemed to doe it by no authority, but by fufferaunce. And as he
was of like yeres vnto him, fo in fhape and perfonage he did fomvifite

Wherefore the Women thinkinge Epheftion to
down and worfhip him (as their Countrey
maner was to do to kinges) till futch time as one of the Eunuches
that was taken prifoner, fhewed which of them was Alexander.
Then Sifigambis fell down at his feete, requiringe pardon of her
Ignorance, forfomutch as flie did neuer fee him before. The kinge
tooke her vp by the hande, and fayd " Mother you be not deceiued
for this is Alexander alfo."
Then he behaued himfelfe after futch
a maner, that hee exceeded in continency and compaffion, all the
kinges that had bin before his time.
He entertayned the two
Queenes with thofe virgins that were of excellent beauty, fo reuerently, as if they had bin his lifters.
He not onely abfteyned from
al violation of Darius wyfe, which in beauty excelled all the women
of hir time, but alfo tooke great care and diligence, that none other
fhould procure her any diftionour.
And to all the women he
commaunded their ornaments, and apparell to be reftored fo that
they wanted nothinge of the magnificence of their former eftate,
fauinge only the affured truft that creatures want in mifery which
thinges confidered by Sifigambis, {he faid vnto the kinge " Sir,

what

excell

him.

be the kinge, did

fall

:

:

:

:

your goodnes towards

vs,

doth deferue that we fhould

make

the

fame prayer for you, that whilome we did for Darius and we
perceive you worthy to pafle fo great a king as he was, in felicity
and good fortune, that abound fo in iuftice and clemency. It
pleafeth you to terme me by the name Mother and Queene
but I
confefle my felfe to bee your handmayde.
For both I conceiue
the greatneffe of my ftate paft, and feele that I can bear this
prefent feruitude.
It lieth only in your hands how we flial be
delt withall, and whether you will make vs notable to the worlde
through your clemency or cruelty." The king comforted them al
:

:

:
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that he might, and willlnge them to be of good cheere tooke Darius

fonne in his armes. Thereat the childe was nothing afraid, hauing
neuer feene him before, but toke and imbraced him about the
necke.

He was

fo

moued with the conftancy

of the childe, as he

beheld Epheftion, and fayde, " Oh,

I would that Darius had had
fome part of this childe's gentlenefle." Which mercy, continency,
humility and conftancy of minde in Alexander, if hee had ftill kept
to his latter daies, might haue bin accoumpted mutch more fortu-

nate than he was,

when hauinge fubdued

Afia from Hellefpont
Triumphes of Bacchus.
conquefts, hee would haue traall

to the ocean Sea, he did counterfayte the

Or

if

amonges the

refidue of his

uayled to ouercome his pride and ^wrath, beinge vices inuincible.

Or in his dronkennes abftayned from the flaughter of his Nobility,
and not to haue put to death thofe excellent men of warre without iudgement, which helped him to conquer fo many Nations
but at this time the greatnes of his fortune had not yet altered his
nature, although afterwards he could not beare his victories with

wan them for when he gaue himfelf to
and banquettinge, he vfed the company of Harlots
amonges whom there was one Thais, who vpon a day in hir dronkenneffe, affirmed to Alexander, that he fhould wonderfully win

that Vertue, wherewith he

:

feafting

if hee commaunded the Palace of PerfeThe deftruftion whereof (fhe fayd) they
mutch as the fame was the chiefe feat of the

the fauour of the Greeks,
polis to

be

fet

on

fire.

greatly defired, for fo

kings of Perfia, which in times paft had deftroyed fo
Citties.

When

many

great

the dronken harlot had giuen her fentence, there

were other prefent, who being likewife dronken, confirmed hir
Alexander then that had in him more inclination of
heat than of pacience, fayd " Why do we not then recouer the
wordes.

:

fauour of the Greekes by fettinge this Citty on
all

fier

?

"

They were

chafed with drinkinge, and rofe immediately vpon thofe words

to burne that city in their dronkennefle,

had fpared in

their fury.

gueftes, his feruauntes

which beinge builded
denly in a flame.
the City, fawe the

The kinge

which the men of warre
firft, and after his

himfelfe

and his Concubines, fet fier in the Pallace,
Ceder trees, became fo-

for the moft part of

When
fire,

army that was encamped neere vnto
which they thought had ben kindled by
the
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cafualty, they came runninge to quenche the fame againe.
But when they fawe the kynge there prefente increafynge the fyre,
they poured downe the water whych they broughte, and helped
lykewyfe the matter forwardes. Thus the Pallace that was the
heade of the whole Orient, from whence fo many nations before

fome

had fetched their lawes to Hue vnder, the Seat of

fo

many

kynges,

the onely Terror fometime of Greece, the fame that had bin the
fender forth of 9000 Ships, and of the armes that ouerflowed

all

Europa, that made Brydges ouer the Sea, and vndermined mountaynes where the Sea hath
his ende,

and neuer

the kynges of

rofe

now

his courfe,

againe in

all

was confumed and had

the age that did enfue

:

for

Macedon vfed other Citties which be now in the
The deftruftion of this citty was futch, that the

Perfians handes.

foundation thereof at thys day could not be found, but that riuer of

Araxes doth fhew where

it

which was

ftoode,

polis XX. furlonges, as the Inhabitants rather

The Macedonians were afhamed
by
an

their kinge in his
earnefl:

diftant

from Perfe-

doe beleue than know.

was deftroyed
was turned into

that fo noble a Citty

dronkennes

:

yet at length

matter, and were content to thincke

it

expedient that the

it

Citty fliould haue ben deftroyed after that maner.

But it is cerwhen Alexander had taken his reft, and was become
better aduifed, hee repented him of his doinge and after he had
kept company with Thaleftris aforefayde, which was Queene of the
tayne, that

:

Amazones, hee tourned

his continency and moderation (beinge the
moft excellent vertues appearinge in any kind of eftate) into

pride and voluptuoufnes, not efteeminge his countreyicuftomes,

nor the holfome temperance that was in the vfages, and difcipline
of kynges of Macedon. For he iudged their ciuill vfage and

maner, to be ouer bafe for his greatnefle, but did counterfaite the
height and pompe of the kings of Perfia, reprefentinge the greatHee was content to fuffre men there to fall
nefle of the Gods.

downe

flat

vppon the grounde and

worftiip him,

and accufl;omed

many nacions, by litle and litle to feruile oflices,
make them like vnto his Captiues. He ware vpon

the viftors of fo

couetinge to
his head a

Diademe

was accuftomed

:

of Purple interpaled with white, like as Darius

and

faftiioned

his

aparell after the

maner of

the Perfians, without fcrupulofity of any euil token that

is

figni-

ALEXANDER THE GREAT.
fied, for

I

the viftorer to change his habite into the fafhion of

whom 'he

7

I

him

had vanquiflied and although he vaunted, that he ware
the fpoyles of his enemies, yet with thofe fpoiles he put vpon him
their euil maners, and the infolency of the mynde followed the
pride of the apparell.
Befides he fealed futch Letters as he fent
into Europa, with his accuftomed feale, but all the Letters he fent
:

abroade into Afia, were fealed with Darius Ringe.

So

it

appeared

that one minde could not beare the greatneffe that appertayned
to two.

horfemen

He

apparelled alfo his frends, his Captayns, and his

in

Perfian apparell, whereat though they grudged in

their mindes, yet they durfl: not refufe

it,

for feare of his

dis-

His courte was replenifhed with Concubins, for he
mainteined three hundred, and threefcore that belonged to

pleafure.
ftill

Darius, and

amonge them were flocks of Eunuches accufiomed to
The olde Souldiours of Philip natu-

performe the vfe of women.
rally

abhorringe futch

thinges,

manyfefily

withfloode

to

be

and flrange cuflomes wherevpon there rofe a general talke and opinion throughout the
campe, that they had loft more by the vi£tory, than they won by
the wars.
For when they fawe themfelues ouercome in futch
excefle, and forayne cuftomes fo to preuayle, they iudged it a
fimple guerdon of their longe beeinge abroade, to returne home in
prifoners maner.
They began to be afliamed of their kinge, that
was more like to futch as were fubdued^ than to them that
were vidlorious and that of a kinge of Macedon, was become a
Prince of Perfia, and one of Darius Courtiers. Thus this noble
Prince from continency and mercy fell into all kynde of disorder, the originall whereof, bee tooke by delite in
Women, which beinge vfed in fort lawfull, be great
comfortes and delightes, otherwife, the very
fpringe of all cruelty and mifchife.

infefted with futch voluptuousnes,

:

:
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THE THIRD NOUELL.
Timoclia, a gentlewoman of Thehes, vnderjiandinge the couetous
dejire of a Thracian knight, that had ahufed hir, and promifed her
manage, rather for her goods than hue, well acquited hir felfe

from

hisfaljhoode.

QviNTUS CuRTiuSj

that notable Hiftoriographerj remembringe

the flout fadt of thys Thebane gentlewoman, amonges other the
Geftes and Fa6ls of Alexander the great, I haue deemed not alto-

geather vnfit for this place^ to reueale the fine and notable poUicy
deuifed by her, to rid hir

cian kindCj

who

felfe

from a couetous caitife of the Thrathan loue, for gayne than grati-

for lucre rather

tude, promyfed golden Hylles to thys dyftrefled poore Gentle-

woman.
hyre,

was

But

Ihee in the ende payinge

liked

and prayfed of Alexander

beinge not one of the

leafl:

grewe to exceflyue abufe

De

:

more

hym

hys well deferued

for hir aduenturous fadle,

vertues that fliined in him, before hee

but bycaufe Plutarch in hys Treatyfe
at large recounteth this Hyftory, I

haue
thought good almoft (verlatim) to follow him. Theagenes a Gentleman of Thebes, ioyninge himfelfe wyth Epaminondas, and PeClaris mulierilus,

lopidas,

and with other noble men,

for preferuation of their coun-

trey of Greece, was flayne in the chace of his enemyes, as he pur-

fued one of the chyefe of hys aduerfaries, the fame cryinge oute

" Whether doefi: thou purfue vs, Theagenes ? " " Euen
Macedonia " aunfwered hee. Thys Gentleman thus flayne had
a fifter, whofe vertue and neereneffe of kin by noble deedes, flie
well witnefled, although flie was not well able to manifeft her
vertue, for the aduerfity of the tyme, but by pacient fuflFerance of

vnto him

:

to

:

common calamityes. For after Alexander had won the Citty
of Thebes, the Souldiours greedy of Spoyle runninge vp and do wne
the Citty, euery of them chauncinge vppon futch Booty as Fortune

the

hapned that a Captayne of the Thracian horfmen,
a barbarous, and wycked wretch, came to the houfe of Timoclia,
who fomewhat neere the kynge both in name, and Kyn, in
manners, and conditions, was greatly different from him hee
offred

them,

it

:

:
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neyther regardynge the noble houfe, ne yet the chaftity of hir
forepafled

life,

vpon a tyme

after fupper, glutted

and

fwilled

wyth

of wine, caufed Timoclia forcibly to be haled to his

abundance
dronken Couch and not contented with the forced wronge, as
they were in talke together, diligently demaunded of her, if flie
had in no place hidden any Golde or Siluer, and partly by threates,
and partely by promife to keepe her as his wyfe, endeuoured to get
:

that he defired

:

but fhee being of ready wit, takinge that offered

"I would to God," (fayd fhee) "that it
had beene my lucke to haue died before thys night, rather then to
Hue for hitherto haue I kept my body pure and vntouched from
all defpite, and villaiiy, vntill vnlucky fate forced mee to yelde to
thy difordinate lufl: but fith my hap is futch, why fhould I conceale thofe thyngs that bee thine owne, thou beinge mine onely
tutor, lord and hufband (as thou fayfl) when the Gods fhal pleafe
to bringe the fame to pafTe: for by thy will and pleafure muft I
vnhappy Thebane Wench be ruled and gouerned. Ech vanquifhed
wight mufi: fubdue their wyl and minde to their lord and viftor
I beinge thy flaue and prifoner, muft needes by humble meanes
yelde vp my felfe to the vnfaciate heft of thy puifTant heart what
occafion of her aduerfary

:

:

:

fhall let
if

me

to difclofe the pray that thou defireft, that

thy minde be futch,

filth

may

we both,

rather ioye the fame, than the foyly

of ftinkinge Earth, fhould deuoure futch fpoyle, which for

and hope of future fortune, I buried in the bowels of the
Then marke my words, beare them well in mynde, fith
I hauinge plenty of coyned
lot had wrought me this mifhap.
filuer, and of fyned gold no little ftore befydes futch Jewels as
belonge to the fettinge forth of the grace of woman's beauty, of
valure and price ineftimable: when I faw this Citty brought to
futch diftrefTe as vnpoffible to be faued from takinge, all the fame
I threw away, or more truely to fay, I whelmed altogether in a
drye Ditche voyde of water, which my fa<9: fewe or none did knowe.
The Pit is couered with a little couer aboue, and thickly round
about befet with bufhes and thornes. Thofe goods will make thee
a welthy perfonage, none in all the Campe to be compared to thee,
the riches and value whereof, wyl witnes our former fortune, and
the ftate of our gorgeous, and ftately houfe all thofe doe I befeare,

fame.

:
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qiieathe to thee, as

whom

on

I

thinke them well beftowed."

greedy Lecher, laughinge to him
thinking that
tolde

him

his

lady

felfe for this

fodaine pray, and

holden within his barbarous armes had

fafl:

truth, routed in his filthy

couered the morning

This

light,

Couch

the day had dis-

till

then gapinge for his hoped gaine, he
the place, that he might recouer the

and prayed her to tell
She then brought him into her Garden, the doore whereof
He in his
fhe commaunded to be fhut, that none might enter.
Hofe and Doublet, went downe to the bottome of the Pit: when
Timoclia perceiued him down, fhe beckned for certaine of her
maids, and rolled downe diuers great ftones with her own hands,
which of purpofe fhe had caufed to be placed there, and commaunded hir maides to tumble downe the like. By which meanes
rofe

fame.

and couetous vilayne, that rather carked

fhe killed that lecherous

to

fatiffie his defire,

Which

than coueted to obferue hys promifd faith.

knowen

Macedonians, they haled
had made proclamation,
that none fhould dare to kill any Thebane, and therefore apprehendinge Timoclia, they brought her to the kinge, accufinge her
for doinge that murder who by her countenaunce, and ftature
of body, and by her behauiour and grauity of maners, beheld in
his

afterwardes beinge

body out of the

to the

Pit: for Alexander'

:

her the very image of gentle kinde.

And

firfl

of

al,

he afked her

was to whom boldly with conftant cheere, fhe floutely
anfwered: "Theagenes was my brother (faid fhe) who beinge a
valiaunt Captaine, and fightinge againft you for the common fafegard of the Greeks, was flaine at Chseronea, that we together
might not fuftaine, and proue the miferies, wherewith we be now
opprefTed but I rather than to fuffer violence vnworthy of our
race and flocke, am in your maieflie's prefence brought ready to
for better it were for mee to dye, than feele
refufe no death

what

fhe

:

:

:

futch

another

night, except

Thefe wordes were vttered

by could not forbeare
not onely pitied the

more wondred

in

thou

the contrary."

futch rufull plight, as the flanders

to weepe.

But Alexander

woman endewed

at her vertue

commaunde

with

fo

fayinge, that hee

noble wit, but mutch

and wifedome, commaunded the

Princes of his army, to forefee no wronge or violence to be done
to the

Gentlewoman.

He

gaue order

alfo,

that Timoclia and al
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her kin, fhould be garded and defended from {laughter or other

What

wronges.

fay yee (good Ladies) to the heart of this gen-

tlewoman that durfl: be fo bolde to ftone this Caytife wretch
to death, and for wronge done to her bodie til that tyme vntouched,
to wronge the corps of him that fauoured of no gentle kinde who
rather for earthly mucke, than for loue of fuche a pleafaunt prifoner, exchaunged Loue for Gold ? but note hereby what force the
:

puritie of

a Ample

mynde

woman

vnwilling of beaftlye

lufl:

doth carye in

it felfe

:

voyde of helpe, not backed with defence of hus-

bande's ayde, doth bring a mighty Captayne, a ftrong and lofty

lubber to enter into a Caue, and

when

fliee

faw her beft aduaun-

him with ftones, vntil he groaned foorth his
grieflye ghoft.
Such is the might and prowefle of chastitie no charge to burdennous or weightye for fuche
a vertue, no enterprife too harde for a mynde
fo pure and cleane.

tage, thacked

:
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ARIOBARZANES.

THE FOURTH NOUELL.
Ariolarzanes great Jieward
about

to

Artaxerxes king of Perjia, goeth

to

exceede hisfoueraigne lord and mai/ier in curtejie : where

in be conteyned

many

notable and plea/aunt chaunces, bejides the

great patience and loyaltie naturally planted in the fay d Ariobarzanes.

A QUESTION

is

mooued manye times among learned men and Gen-

tlemen addifted to the feruice of the Court, whether commendable
deede, or curteous and gentle fa6l done by the
tier

Gentleman

or

Cour-

towardes his foueraine Lord, ought to be called Liberalitie and

Band and Dutie. Which queftion is not proponFor fo muche as ech man doth know,
that a feruaunt do what he can for his Mayfter, or lette him imploy
Curtefie, or rather

ed with out greate reafon.

the vttermoft of his endeuour,

al

the labor and trauayle he beflow-

and daunger which he fuftayneth, is to little, yea
and the fame his very bounden duty. Haue wee not red of many,
and knowne the lyke that to gratifye their prince and mayfter, haue
into a thoufande daungers and like number of deaths, aduentured
Marcus Antonius that notable oratour
their own propre Hues?
beying accufed of inceft, and broughteto the iudgement feate, his
eth, all trouble

accufers required that his feruante fhould be called, for becaufe

he bare the candel before his maifter, when hee went to do the
deede,

who

feyng his mayfter's

life

euidence, vtterly denyed the fafte

was whipped, racked, and

:

and death to depend vpon his
and notwithftanding that he

fuffered other cruel

rather haue lofte his lyfe than accufe and

tormentes, would

betray his mayfter.

I

could alleage and bring forth in place, the example of Mycithus,

the feruaunt of one Anaxilaus Meffenius, the fidelitye of the

fer-

uauntes of Plotinus Plancus, the faythful mayden called Pythias,
that waited vpon Oftauia, the chaft Empreffe and wife of that

monfter Nero, with diuers other

:

but that

I

thinke they be to the

learned wel knowen, and of the vnlearned the vertue of feruauntes
fidelitye is greatly liked

uaunt know that

and commended but if the faythful ferdo gayne the grace and fauoure of

his defertes

:
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what payns ought he to fuflfer to
and to encreafe the fauour obtayned ?
for as the common prouerbe and wife fayinge reporteth, that the
vertve is no leffe to conferue Frendfhip gotten, than the wifedome
was great to get and win the fame. Other there be which do
what

his mayfter,

mayntayne

trauayles,

his reputation

contrarily contendj and with very flronge argumentes do force to

which the feruant doth befydes his duetye and beyond
is bound to his mayfter, is and ought
to be termed, LiberaHty, which is a matter to prouoke his patrone
and mayfter to deuyfe new benefytes for his feruaunte and that
at al tymes when a man doth his duty and feruice appoynted by
his mayfter, executing the fame with all diligence and induftry
requifite therunto, that then he deferueth to be rewarded. Which
is not to be difcommended.
For no true and honeft feruant will
refufe any trauayle for commodity of his mayfter, ne yet difcrete
and wyfe mayfter will leaue the fame vnrewarded according to
but leauinge
that portion of ability wherewith he is poflefled
queftions and difputacion afide procede we to that which this
Nouel purpofeth. I fay then that there was in the kyngdome of
Perfia, a kyng called Artaxerxes, a man of moft noble mynde,
and of great proweffe in armes. This was he that firfte beynge a
priuate man of armes, not hauing as yet obtayned any degree in
the fielde, kylled Artabanus the laft kinge of the Arfacides, whofe
fouldiour he was, and recouered the Perfian kingdome, which
was then in the Macedonians fubiedtion (by the death of Darius,
which was vanquifhed by Alexander the great) the fpace of 538
This noble gentleman hauing deliuered all Perfia, and
yeares.
created king, kept a princely court, wherin were many magnificent
faftes and vertuous deedes exercifed and done, and hee himfelfe
mofte noble in all aiFayres, befydes the tytles which hee worthelye
wanne in many bloudy battels, was eftemed throughout the eaft
part of the worlde, to be the moft liberal and magnanimous prince
that in any age euer raigned in feaftes and bankets he was an
proue that

al

the obligation, wherein he

:

:

:

other Lucullus, royally entertaining ftrangers that repayred to his

This king had a Senefcall or fteward, named Ariobarzanes,

court.

whofe

office

like feaft, to

VOL.

II.

when the king made any pompous or pubmount vpon a whyte Courfer with a Mace of gold in

was, that

M
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his
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hand, and to ride before the efquiers and Sewers for the king's
thofe alfo that bare the king's meat in veffel of

own mouth, and

gold couered with fine napery, wrought and purled with moft

workemanfhip of filke and gold. This office of Senefcall
was highly eftemed and commonly wont to be geuen to one of the
chiefeft Barons of the Realm. Wherfore this Ariobarzanes befydes
noble Linage and incomparable ritches was the moft curtious and
liberal knight that frequented the court whofe immoderate exbeautiful

pence was fuch, as leuing the mean, wherin al vertu confifteth,
by reafon of outrage which many times he vfed he fel into the

wherby he femed not only in curtious dedes
compare with the king, but alfo contended to excel him. One
day the king for his recreation called for the cheflebord, requiring
Ariobarzanes to kepe him company, which game in thofe dais
among the Perfians was in greate vfe, in fuch wife as a player at
the Cheftes was no les commended then amonge vs in thefe dais
an excelent Oratour or famous learned man yea and the verye
fame game in common vfe in the Court, and noble mens houfes of
oure time, no doubt very commendable and meete to be pra6lifed
by all ftates and degrees. The king and Ariobarzanes being fette
downe at a table in the greate Hall of the Pallace, one right againft
another, accompanied with a great number of noble perfonages
and Gentlemen lookinge vpon them, and marking their playe with
greate filence, they began to counter one another with the Cheflemen. Ariobarzanes, whether it was that he played better than
the kinge, or whether the kinge took no heede to his game, or
what fo euer the occafion was, hee courfed the king to fuch a narow
ftraight, as he could not auoid, but within two or three draughtes,
he mufl be forced to receiue the Checkemate which the king
perceiuing, and confidering the daunger of the Mate, by and by
there grew a greater colour in his face than was wont to bee, and
imagininge how hee mighte auoyde the mate, befides his blufhing
he fhaked his head, and fetched out diuers fighes, whereby the
(landers by that marked the game, perceiued that hee was dryuen
The Senefcall efpyinge the kinge's demeanour, and
to his fhiftes.
feeing the honeft fhamefaftenefle of the king, would not fuffer him
to receiue fuch a foyle, but made a draught by remouing his
vice of prodigality,

to

:

:
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knighte backe^ to open a way for the King to pafle, as not onely
hee deliuered him from the daunger of the Mate, but alfo loft one
of his Rockes for lacke of taking hede whereupon the game refted
:

The King (who knew the good nature and noble mynde

equall.

of his feruaunt, by experience of the fame in other caufes) fayning
that hee had ouerfeene the takinge of hys rocke, gaue ouer the

game, and ryfing vp, fayd
is yours, and I confefle my

:

"No
felfe

more Ariobarzanes, the game
The king thought

ouercome."

that Ariobarzanes did not the fame fo

bynde

much

for curtefie, as to

and king by benefit to recompence his
fubiefite's like behauiour, which he did not very well like, and
therfore would play no more. Notwithftanding the king neither
by figne or deede, ne yet in talke, fhewed any token of difplefure
for that curtefie done.
How be it, he would that Ariobarzanes
his foueraigne lorde

in femblable aft, fhoulde abftayne to fliewe himfelfe curteous or

and equalles, becaufe it is
not conuenient for a feruant to contend with his maifter in thofe
qualityes.
Not long after the kinge beyng at Perfepolis (the
principal citye of Perfia,) ordayned a notable day of hunting of
diuers beaftes of that countrey breede and when all thinges were
in a readinefle he with the moft part of his Court repayred to the
paftyme. When they were come into the place, the king commaunded a woodde to be fet about with nettes and toiles, and
appointed eche man where he fhould ftand in moft conuenient place,
and he himfelfe attended with the dogs and homes to caufe the
liberal,

except

it

were to

his inferiours

:

And

beaftes to iflue forth oute of their Caues.

beholde, they rayfed

a wyld beaft, which with greate fwyftnefle leapte ouer the nettes
and ranne awaye with greate fpede. The King feyng that ftrange
and makinge a figne to
beaft, purpofed to purfue him to death
:

certayne of his noble

men which

hee defired to keepe him compa-

nve hee gaue the rayne and fpurre to his horfe, and followinge the
chace Ariobarzanes was one of thofe noble men which purfued the
game. It chaunced that day the kinge rode vpon a horfe, that

was the

fwifteft

runner in his

then a thoufande other, as wel
nefle in faftes of armes.

ftable,

which hee efteemed

better

for his velocity, as for his readi-

Thus following with bridle at will, the
wer deuided far from their

flying rather then running beaft, they

1
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company, and by reafon of the kinge's fpedines, none was able to
followe him but Ariobarzanes, and behind him one of his feruants
vpon a good horfe which alwaies he vfed in hunting matters,
which horfe was counted the befte in all the court. And thus
following the chace with galloping fpede Ariobarzanes at length

efpyed the horfe of his foueraigne lord had

loft his

fhooes before,

and that the ftones had furbated his hoofes, wherupon the kyng
was driven either to geue ouer the chace or elfe to marre his horfe
and neyther of thefe two neceffities but would haue greatly dis:

pleafed the kinge, that perceiued not his horfe to be vnfhod.

The

no fooner efpye the fame but fodainly difmounted
from his owne^ caufed his man to deliuer vnto him a hammer and
nailes (which for fuch like chaunces he always caried aboute him)
and toke of two fhoes from the horfe feete of his good horfe, to
fet vpon the kynge's not caring for his own rather then the king
fhould forgoe his pleafure wherfore hallowing the kinge which
was earneftly bent vppon the chace, tolde him of the daunger
wherein his horfe was for lacke of fhoes. The kinge hearinge that
lighted from his horfe, and feyng two fhooes in Ariobarzanes
manne's hand, thinking that Ariobarzanes had brought them
with him, or that they were the fhoes which fell from his owne,
taried ftil vntil his horfe was fhod.
But when he faw the notable
horfe of his fenefcall vnlhod before, then he thought that to be
the curtefie of Ariobarzanes, and fo did let the matter pafle,
ftudying by lyke meanes to requite him with Curtefie, which
forced himfelfe to furmount in the fame and when his horfe was
fhod, he gaue the fame to Ariobarzanes in rewarde.
And fo the
king chofe rather to lofe his pleafure of hunting, then to fufFer
himfelfe by his man to be excelled in curtefie, wel noting the
ftoutneflfe of Ariobarzanes mynde which femed to haue a will to
contend with his prince in faftes renoumed and liberal. The
fenefcall thought it not conuenient to refufe the gyft of his liege
lord, but accepted the fame with like good will as before he (hod
his horfe, flill expeftinge occafion how he might furpas his mafter
in curtefie and fo to bind him to requite the fame againe.
They
had not taried there long, but many of thofe that followed did
Senefcal! did

:

:

ouertake them.

And

then the king got vp vpon a fpare horfe and
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I

company.

Within few dales
by proclamation fommoned a folemne and pompous
iufl: and tryumph at the tilt^ to be done vpon the kalends of May
next enfuing. The reward appointed the viftor and heft Doer in
the fame was a couragious and goodly curfer with a brydle and
returned to the city with

his

all

after the king

byt of

gold rychly wrought, a faddle correfpondent of paffing

fine

great pryce, the furniture and trappers for the brydle and faddle of

and workmahfliipj the rayns wer twoo chaynes of golde
made, the barbe and couerture of the horfe of
cloth of golde fringed round about with like gold, ouer which
horfe was placed a fine fword the hikes an chape wherof together
with the fcabard wer curioufly befet with Pearles and Precious
ftones of Ineflimable value.
On the other fyde was placed a very
beautiful and ftronge Mace, verye cunninglye wrought with
damaflcin. The Horfe was placed in forme of triumph, and befydes
the fame all the Armours and weapons meete for a Combatante
Knyghte, riche and fayre without comparifon. The Placart was
marueylous and flronge, the Launce was guilte and bygge, as none
like coft

very

artificially

greatter in all the troupe of the chalengers

And

all

and defendauntes.

thofe furnitures were appoynted to be geuen to

fhould do beft that day.

payred to that folemne
looke vpon that

A

feaft,

him that

greate affemblye of ftraungers re-

as wel to doe deedes of

pompous tryumph.

Armes,

Of the kynge's

as to

Subiedles

there was neither knyghte nor baron, but in ryche and fumptuous
apparell appeared that day,

kynge's

eldeft

amonges whom, of

fonne was the

fyrft that

gaue

fame the
name, a Gentle-

chiefeft

his

manne

very valorous, and in deedes of armes of paffing valour
brought vp from his very youth, and trayned in the fielde and
other warlyke exercifes. The Senefcall alfo caufed his name to be
inrolled

:

the like didde other knyghtes as wel Perfians as other
for that the proclamation

ftraungers

:

dufte for

all

their repayre.

forrayners, noble

The king had

men

was general, with fafecon-

or other that fhould

elefted three auncient

make

Barons to be

Judges and Arbitratours of their deedes, fiitch as in their tyme for
their owne perfonages had bene very valiant, and in many enterprifes

well

exercifed,

men

of great

difcretion

Their ftage was placed in the middes of the

and iudgement.

Liftes, to

viewe and

1
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marke the CounterbufFes and blowes of the Combatants, We nede
not to remember, ne ought to forget the number of ladies and
gentlewomen affembled out of al partes to behold and view this
triumphe, and peraduenture eche knight that ran that day was not
without his amorous lady to note and behold his actiuity and
proweffe, euery of them wearing his ladie's fleeue, gloue, or other
token, according to the

At

common

cuftome in fuch lyke

the day and houre appoynted appeared

greate

them

all

cafes.

the Combatantes in

Tryumphe and Pompe, with rych furnitures as wel vpon
vpon their horfe. The triumphe begon and many

felues as

Launces broken in good order, on either fides Judgement was
geuen generally that the Senefcall Ariobarzanes had wonne the
prife, and next vnto him the kinge's fonne did pafle them all,
for that none of al the combatantes hadde broken paft v. flaues,

and the fayd yong Gentleman had
broken in pieces

ix. at

the

in the face of his aduerfary

The

leaft.

Senefcall brought for the

eleuen launces, which were couragioufly and houourably broken,

by breaking of the

lafi:

The

mofl: worthy.

ftaffe

which was the twelfth he was iudged

condition wherof was, that euery combatant

fhould runne twelue courfes with twelue launces, and he whiche
fhould

firft

trouerfie

breake the fame fhould without doubt or further con-

obtayne the reward.

What

pleafure

did conceiue to fee his fonne behaue

day,

I referre

to the

iudgement of

But yet

him

and delight the

felfe fo

fathers, that

kino-

valiantly that

haue children en-

greued him that the Senefcall
had the greater aduantage, and yet being a matter fo wel kuowen

dued with

like actiuity.

and difcerned by the fudges,
countenaunce.

On

it

like a

wyfe

man

he difcembled his

the other fyde, the yong Gentleman which did

combate before his amorous ladye was very forrowful for that he
was voyde of hope of the chiefeft honour. So that betwene the
father and the fonne, was one very thought and defire
but the
vertue and valor of the Senefcall did cut of eythers greefe. Now
the tyme was come that the Senefcall fhould runne with his lafl
flaflfe mounted vppon the horfe which the king gaue him when he
was an huntyng, who knowing wel that the king was very defirous
that his fon fhould excell all men, perceyued likewyfe the inflamed
mynd of the yonge gentleman for the prefence of his lady to
:
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afpyre the honour, purpofed to geue ouer the honour atchieued by
himfelfe, to'Jeaue

it

and yet hee knewe

to the fonne
ful

and

heir of his lorde

and mayfter

:

wel that thofe his curtefies pleafed not the

king, neuerthelefle he was determined to perfeuer in his opinion,

not to bereue the king of his glory, but onely to acquire fame and
honour for him felfe. But fully mynded that the honour of the
tryumphe fhould be geuen to the kynge's fonne, he welded the
flafFe within his refle, and when he was ready to encounter (becaufe
it was he that (hold come agaynfl; him,) he let fal his launce out
of his handes, and faid "Farewel this curtefie of myne, fith it is
no better taken." The kinge's fonne gaue a gentle counterbuffe
vpon the Placarde of the Senefcall, and brake his ftaffe in many
pieces, which was the x. courfe.
Many heard the wordes that
the fenefcall fpake when his flaffe fell out of his handes, and the
ftanders by well perceiued that he was not minded to geue the
lafte blowe, bicaufe the king's fonne might haue the honor of the
triumph, which he defyred fo much. Then Ariobarzanes departed
the liftes and the Prince withoute any great refiftance wan the
prife and viftory.
And fo with founde of diuerfe infiiruments the
prife borne before him, he was throughout the citie honorably conueyed, and among other, the fenefcall flill waited vpon
him with mery countenance, greatly praifing and exalting the
valiance of the yong Prince. The king which was a very wife man,
and many times hauing experience of the chiualry of his Senefcall
at other Tourneis, lufles, Barriers, and Battels, and always finding
him to be prudent, politike, and for his perfon very valiant,
knewe to well that the fall of his launce was not by chaunce but
of purpofe, continued his opinion of his Senefcall's liberalitye and
courage. And to fay the trouth, fuch was his exceding curtefie,
:

:

as fewe

be

may

be found to imitate the fame.

liberall of Fortune's

fome with apparel. Gold and
great value.

We

We daily fe that many

goods inueftinge fome with promotion,

fee alfo

Siluer, Jewels

and other things of

noble men, bountifull to theyr

uaunts, not onely of mouable thiugs, but alfo of

fer-

Lands, and
fpeake of them, which will not fticke to
Cafl:els,

what fhal we
flieade their owne bloud, and many tymes to fpende theire lyfe to
do their frendes good ? Of thofe and fuch like examples, all reCities:
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cordes be
of his

full

:

but a

owne honour

man

that contemneth fame and glorye or

liberal, is

The

neuer founde.

viftorious

is

Cap-

tayne after the bloudy battayle, giueth the fpoyle of his ennemies
to his fouldiourSj rewardeth

them the whole

them with

referueth vnto himfelfe.

And

prifoners, departeth vnto

and honor of the

battel he

as diuinely the father of

Romaine

praye, but the glory

how that philofophers by recording the gloand dedes of others, do feke after glory themfelues.
The king was difpleafed with thefe noble dedes and curtefie of his
Senefcall, becaufe he thought it not mete or decente that a Subiefte and feruant fhould compare with his lord and mayfter: and
therfore did not bare him that louing and chereful countenance
which hee was wont to doe. And in the ende, purpofed to let
him know, that he fpent his brayns in very great errour, if he
thought to force his mayfter to be bound or beneficial vnto him,
as herafter you fhal perceiue. There was an auncient and approued
cuftome in Perfia, that the kinges yerely did folemnize an Anniuerfarye of theyr Coronation with great feaft and tryumph, vpon
which day all the Barons of the kyngdome were bounde to repayre
to the courte where the king by the fpace of viii. dayes with
fumptuous bankets and other feafles kept open houfe. Vpon the
Anniuerfary day of Artaxerxes' coronation, when al thinges were
eloquence doth fay,
rious geftes

difpofed

in order, the king defirous to

conceiued determination

accomplifh a certayne

commaunded one

of his faythful

cham-

berlaynes fpedely to feeke out Ariobarzanes, which he did, and
telling

him the

kinge's meffage, fayde

the king hath willed
that you in your
fteede

own

me

:

"

My

lorde Ariobarzanes,

to fay vnto you, that his pleafure

is,

perfon euen forthwith fhal cary your white

and Courfer, the mace of gold, and other enfignes due to

the office of Senefcal vnto Darius, your mortal enemy, and in his
maieftye's behalfe to fay vnto him, that the

kynge hath geuen him
and hath clerely difpoiTeffed you thereof." Ariobarzanes hearing thofe heauy newes, was like to dye for forrowe, and
the greatter was his grief, becaufe it was geuen to his greateft
that

office,

enemy. Notwithftanding lyke a gentleman of noble ftomacke,
would not in open appearaunce fignifie the difpleafure which hee
conceiued within, but with mery cheare and louing countenaunce
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anfwered the chamberlayne

:

"

Do my
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humble commenda-

tions ynto the king's maiefty, and fay vnto him^ that like as he

is

and I his faythful fubiefte, euen fo
mine office^ my lyfe, landes and goods, be at his difpofition, and
that willinglye I wil performe his heft." When he had fpoken
thofe woordes hee rendred vp his office to Darius, who at diner
ferued in the fame. And when the king was fet, Ariobarzanes
with comly countenance fate downe among the reft of the lords,
which fodenlye depofition and depriuation, did marueloufly amaze
the whole affembly, euery man fecretly fpeking their mind either
in praife or difpraife of the faft.
The king all the dinner time,
did marke and note the countenance of Ariobarzanes, which was
pleafaunt and merie as it was wont to be, whereat the kinge did
greately maruell
and to attaine the ende of his purpofe, hee
began with ftiarpe wordes in prefence of the nobilitie to difclofe
his difcontented minde, and the grudge which he bare to Ariobarzanes on the other fyde the king fuborned diuers perfons diligently to efpy what he faide and did. Ariobarzanes hearing the
king's ftiarpe wordes of rebuke, and ftimulated by the perfuafion
of diuers flatterers, which were hired for that purpofe, after he
perceiued that his declared pacience, that his modeft talke and
his long and faithful feruice, which he had done to the king,
his lofl"e and hinderance fuftained, the perill of his life, which fo
many tymes he had fuffred preuayled nothing, at length vanquilhed
with difdayne he brake the bridle of pacience, and forted out,
of the boundes of his wonted nature, for that in place of honoure
he receiued rebuke, and in ftede of reward was depryued of his
office, began in a rage to complayne on the king, terminge him to
bee an vnkynd prince, which among the Perfians was eftemed a
worde of great offence to the maiefty: wherefore faine he would
haue departed the court, and retired home to his countrey, which
he could not doe without fpeciall licence from the king, and yet
to craue the fame at his handes, his heart would not feme him.
Al thefe murmures and complaintes which he fecretly made, were
tolde the king, and therefore the king commaunded him one day,
foueraine lord of

all this

land,

:

:

to be called beefore him, vnto

whome

he fayd: "Ariobarzanes,

youre grudging complaintes and enuious quarels, whyche you
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brute behinde

my

backe throughout

my

Courte, and your conti-

nuall rages outragioufly pronounced, through the very

of

my

Palace haue pierced mine eares, whereby

I

Windowes

vnderftand that

would haue beleued: but yet being a Prince asand quiet hearinge of all caufes, as to crediteof light reportes, would faineknowofyou thecaufe of yourcomplaints, and what hathmoued youtherevnto: for youbenot ignorant,
that to murmure at the Perfian king, or to terme him to be vnkinde,
is no lefle offence than to blafpheme the Gods immortall, bicaufe by
auncient Lawes and Decrees they be honored and worfliipped as
Gods. And among all the penal tyesconteyned in ourlawes,the vyce
thing which hardly

I

well inclined to fauoure

of Ingratitude

is

But leauing

mofte bytterlye correfted.

to fpeake

of the threates and daungers of our lawes, I pray you to

wherin

haue offended you

I

:

for albeit that

I

perfuadeth me, not to giue offence to anye man, which

doe (and the Gods forbid the fame)

tell

am a king, yet
if I

me

reafon
fhould

ought rather to be termed a
tyrante thanaKinge." Ariobarzanes hearing the kingfpeake fo reafonably, was abaflied, but yet with fioute countenaunce he feared
I

not particularly to remember the woordes which he had fpoken of
" Wei (faid the

the king, and the caufe wherefore he fpake them.
king)

I

perceiue that

herfe the

fame vnto

you

blufh not at the words, ne yet feare to re-

my face, wherby

I

do perceiue and note in you

a certayne kind of ftoutenes which naturally procedeth from the
greatnes of your mynd. But yet wifdome would that you fhould

and caufe why I haue depryued you from
you not know that it appertaineth vnto me in all
and deedes to be liberal, curtious, magnificent, and

confider the reafon

your

office.

myne

Do

affaires

Be not thofe the virtues that make the fame of a
among his fubieftes, as the Sunne beames doe

bounteous

?

Prince to

glifter

vpon the circuit of the world ? Who oughte to rewarde wel doers
and recompence ech wight whiche for any trauell haue al the dayes
of their lyfe, or els in fome perticuler feruice vfed their endeuor,
or aduentured the peril of their

life,

but

I

alone being your foue-

raygne Lord and Prince ? To the vertuous and obedient, to the Captayne and the Souldiour, to the pollityke and to the learned and
graue, finally, to ech wel deferuing wight, I

know how

noble princely vertues of curtefie and liberality.

to vfe the

They be

the
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comly enfignes of a kynge.
prince.

They be my

They be
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the onely ornaments of a

perticular vertues.

And

will

you Ariobar-

zanes, being a valiaunt Souldioure, a graue counfayler, and a polli-

tyke perfonage, goe about to

Wil you whiche
greatefte

are

difpoffefle

my feruaunte and

accompt and haue in

me

of that

Subiedte of

deareft eftimation,

did beftow the greateft dignity within the

which

is

whome

myne ?
make

I

whom I
my whole

vpon

com pas

of

Monarchie, grate benefite at my handes, by abufinge thofe vertues
whiche I aboue other do principally regard ? You do much abufe
For bee in
the credite which I repofe in youre greate wifedome.
whome I thought to fynde moft graue aduife, and deemed to bee
a receptacle of al good counfel, doth feeke to take vppon him the
perfonage of his Prince, and to vfurpe the kinglye qualitie which
belongeth only vnto him. Shal I be tyed by your defertes, or
bound by curteous deedes, or els be forced to rendre recompence?
No, no, fo long as this imperiall crowne fhal reft on royal head, no
fubiedt by any curteous deede of his, fhal ftraine vnwilling mynde,
which mente it not before. Tel me I befeech you what reward
and gift, what honour and preferment haue I euer beftowed vpon
you, Athens my firft arriual to this viftorious raigne, that euer you
by due defert did bynde me thereunto ? Which if you did, then
liberal I cannot be termed, but a flauifh Prince bound to do the
fame, by fubiefts merite. High and mightie kinges doe rewarde
and aduaunce their men, hauing refpefl: that their gift or benefite
fhal exceede deferte, otherwife that preferment cannot bee termed
The great conquerour Alexander Magnus wan a great
liberal.
and notable Citie for wealth and fpoyle. For the principalitie and
gouernment wherof diuers of his noble men made fute, alleaging
their paynful feruice and bloudy woundes about the getting of the
fame. But what did that worthy king? was he moued with the
bloudfhead of his captaynes ? was he ftyrred with the valiaunce
of his men of warre ? was he prouoked with their earneft futes ?
No trulye But calling vnto him a poore man, whome by chaunce
he found there, to him he gaue that riche and wealthy citie, and
the gouernmente thereof, that his magnificence and his liberalitie
to a perfon fo pore and bafe, might receiue greatter fame and es:

timation

:

and to declare that the conferred benefyte didde not
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proceede of deferte or dutie, but of mere

liberalitie,

very curtefie,

true munificence and noble difpofition, deriued from

heart and kinglye nature.
ful

Howbeit

I

princely

fpeake not this that afayth-

feruaunt fhould be vnrewarded (a thing very requifite) but to

and proue that reward fhould

inferre

Now then

of the receiuer.

I fay,

excell the merite

and

feruice

that you going about by large de-

and manifold curtefie to binde mee to recompence the fame,
you feeke thy next waye to cut of the meane whereby I fhould
be liberall. Do not you fee that through your vnaduyfed curtefie
I am preuented, and letted from myne accuflomed liberalitye,
wherev/ith dayly I was wont to reward my kynde, louing and
fert

loyal feruauntes, to

manner was

whom

if

they deferued one talent of golde,

my

them two or three if a thoufand crownes by
geue them v. Do you not know that when they

to geue

the yeare, to

:

loked for moft rewarde or preferment, the foner did I honour and
aduaunce them ? Take heede then from henceforth Ariobarzanes,
that you liue with fuch prouidence and circumfpedlion as you may
bee knowen to be a feruant, and I reputed (as I am) for your fouerayne Lord and mayfler. All Princes in myne opinion requyre
two thinges of theire feruantes, that is to fay, fidelity and loue,
which being hadd they care for no more. Therefore he that lifb to
contende with me in curtefie, flial fynde in the ende that I make
fmale accompte of him. And he that is my trufty and faithful
feruant, diligente to execute and do my commaundementes, faythful in

my

fecret affayres,

and duetyfull in

witte and mofl certaynlye
rall.

Which

thou thy

confefTe that I
ralitye

whom

his peace.

manner:

am

feele that I

felfe fhal

the fame

thou

both curteous and

in dede, for curtefie

mee

mind

leaue to anfwer for

my

pleafeth youre facred
felf,

or heap your wrath and difpleafure (which the
difclofe

my humble

not to aggrauate

Gods

forbid) but to

excufe before your maiefly that the fame

poized with the equall balance of youre rightful mind,

attempts

may

libe-

noble and viftorious Prince, wel vnderflanding

the conceiued grief of your inuincible

maiefty to geue

and

Then the king held
made anfwear in this

furmount."

Ariobarzanes very reuerentlye

"Mofl

libe-

wel perceiue, and be forced to

manne

indeuorefl: to

his vocation, fhal truely

am

nether feme prefumptuous, ne yet

my

my

former

wel meaning
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mind, well meafured with iuftice, ouerbold or malapert. Moft
humbly then^ proftrate vpon my knees I fay that I neuer went
about, or elfe did think in mind to excede or compare with your

and incomprehenfible bounty, but indeuored by al poffible
and the whole world to know that
there is nothing in the world which I regard fo much as your good
grace and fauour. And mighty loue graunt that I do neuer fal
into fo great errour to prefume for to contend with the greatnes of
your mynde which fond defire if my beaftly mynd fliould appreinfinite

means

to let your grace perceiue,

:

myghte be lickned to the man that goeth aboute to berieue and take away the clereneffe of the Sun, or brightnefle of
the fplendant ftars. But euer I did thinke it to be my bounden
duety not only of thofe fortunes goods which by your princely
meanes I do inioy to bee a diftributer and large giuer, but alfo
bound for the profite and aduauncement of your regal crowne and
dignitye, and defence of your moft noble perfon, of mine owne
life and bloud to be both liberall and prodigall.
And where your
hend,

I

maiefty thinketh that

I

haue laboured to compare in curtious dede

or other liberall behauiour, no deede that euer I did, or faft was

me for other refpeft, but for to get and continue your more ample fauour and daily to encreafe your loue for
that it is the feruant's part with all his force and might to afpyre
the grace and fauoure of his foueraygne lorde. How beit (moft

euer enterprifed by

noble prince) before this tyme

I

did neuer beleue, nor hard youre

grace confefle, that magnanimity, gentlenes and curtefie, were
vertues worthy of blame and correfition, as your maiefty hath very

manifeftly done

me

to vnderftande by wordes feuere, and taunting

checkes, vnworthye for praftife of fuch rare and noble vertues.

But how

whether lyfe or death fhal depend vpon
worthy and honourable purpofe, I meane hereafter to
dutye to my fouerayne lord, and then it may pleafe him
fo euer it bee,

this prayfe

yeld

my

my dedes courteous or liberal or to thinke on my behawhat his owne princely mynde fhal deme and iudge." The
king vpon thofe wordes rofe vp and fayd " Ariobarzanes, now it is
no tyme to continue in further difputation of this argument, comto terme
uiour,

:

mitting the determination and iudgement herof, to the graue
beration of

my

counfel

who

at conuenient leafure aduifedly

deliflial
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according to the Perfian lawes and cuftomes conclud the fame.

And

for this prefent time I fay

vnto thee that

I

am

difpofed to ac-

compt the accufation made agaynfte thee to be true^ and confeffed
by thy felf. In the mean tyme thou fhalt repayre into the country and come no more to the court til I commaund thee." Ariobarzanes receiuinge this anfweare of his fouerayne lorde departed, and
to his great contentation, went home into his countreye merye,
for that he fliould be abfent out of the daylye fight of his enemies,

yet not wel pleafed for that the king had remitted his caufe to his

Neuertheleffe minded to abyde and fufFer

Councell.

he gaue him

felfe to

of the wylde Bore, and flying of the Hauke.

man had two

al

Fortune,

the pafl:ime of huntinge of Deere, runninge

This noble Gentle-

onlye daughters of his wife that was deceafed, the

moft beautiful Gentlewomen of the countrey, the

eldeft of which
and without comparifon, older than the other
by one yeare.
The beauty of thofe fayre ladies was bruted
throughout the whole Region of Perfia, to whome the greateft
Lordes and Barons of the countrey were great and importunate
futers.
He was not in his countrey refiant the fpace of fower
monethes, which for falubritie of ayre was mofl; holfome and pleafaunt, full of lordlike liberties and Gentlemanlike paftimes, afwel
to bee done by the hound as folowed by the fpaniell, but one of the
kinge's Haraulds fente from the Court, appeared before him with
" My lord, Ariobarzanes,
mefl!age to this efFefte, faying vnto him

two was

.

peereleflt

:

the kinge

my

fouerayne Lord hath

commaunded you

to fend with
Court the fayreft of your two daughters, for that the
reporte of their famous beautie hath made him hardlie to beleeue
them to be fuch, as common bruite would fayne doe him to vnder-

me

to the

fland."

Ariobarzanes not well able to conceiue the meanino- of

the king's commaundiment, reuolued in his

mynde

diuers thinges

touching that demaund, and concludinge vpon one which fel to
his remembrance, determined to fend his younger daughter,

which

(as

we haue

to her elder
for,

filter,

fayde before) was not in beautie comparable
whereupon hee caufed the mayden to be fent

and fayde vnto her thefe wordes

:

" Daughter, the king

maifter and thy foueraigne Lord, hath

maunded me

to fende vnto

him the

by

his meflanirer

fayreft of

my

my

com-

daughters, but

1
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for a certaiiie reafonable refpefit

which at thys time I purpofe
not to difclofe, my mynde is that thou fhalt goe, praying thee
not to fay but that thou thyfelfe art of the twayne the fayreft,
the concealinge of whiche mine aduife wil breede vnto thee (no
doubt) thy great aduauncement, befides the profite and promo-

and the difclofing of the
fame may hap to engendre to thy deere father his euerlafting hindrance, and perchaunce the depriuation of his lyfe but if fo be
the Kinge doe beget the with childe, in anye wife keepe clofe the
fame and when thou feeft thy belly begin to fwell, that no longer
it can be clofely kept, then in conuenient time, when thou feeft
the kinge merily difpofed, thou fhalt tell the king that thy fyfter
is far more beautifull than thyfelfe, and that thou art the yonger
fifter."
The wife maiden well vnderftanding her father's minde,
and conceiuing the fumme of his intent, promifed to performe his
charge, and fo with the Haraulde and honorable traine, he caufed
his daughter to be conueyed to the Court.
An eafie matter it was
to deceiue the king in the beauty of that maiden for although the
elder daughter was the faireft, yet this Gentlewoman feemed fo
peereleffe in the Courte, that without comparifon fhe was the moft
beautifull that was to be found either in Courte or countrey the
behauiour and femblance of whiche two daughters were fo like,
that hard it was to iudge whether of them was the eldeft for
their father had fo kept them in, that feldome they were feene
within his houfe, or at no time marked when they walked abroade.
The wife of the king was dead the fpace of one yeere before,
for which caufe he determined to mary the daughter of Ariobarzanes, who although fhe was not of the royall bloud, yet
of birth fhe was right noble. When the kinge fawe this Gentlewoman, he iudged hir to be the faireft that euer he faw or heard
of by report, whom in the prefence of his noblemen he folemnly
did marry, and fent vnto her father to appoynct the Dowry of his
married Daughter out of hande, and to returne the fame by that
meffenger. When Ariobarzanes hearde tell of thys vnhoped
mariage, right ioyfull for that fuccefTe, fent vnto his Daughter the
Dowry which he had promifed to geue to both his Daughters.
Many of the Court did maruell, that the kynge beinge in aged

tion that fhal accriue by that thy filence

:

:

:

:

:

:
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yeares woulde

mary

yongue a mayden,

fo

fpecially the

of his Subieft, whom he had banifhed from the Courte.
ed the kinge's Difpofition for taking hir

man

fpeakynge his

tomes of men.

feuerall

whom

mynde accordynge

daughter

Some prays-

he fanfied

:

ech

to the dyuers cus-

Notwythftandinge there were diners that moued

the kinge to that mariage, thereby to force him to confeffe, that

by takinge of the goods of Ariobarzanes^ he might be called Courteous and Liberall. The mariage being folemnized in very fumptuous and princely guife, Ariobarzanes fent to the kinge the like
Dowry which before he had fent him for mariage of his daughter,
with meflage to this effefl: That for fo mutch as hee had Affigned to his Daughters two certayne Dowries to mary them to their
equal feeres, and feeinge that hee which was without exception,
was the hufbande of the one, his duety was to beftow vpon his
grace a more greater gift, than to any other which fhould haue
bene his fonne in law but the king would not receiue the increase of his dowry, deeming himfelfe wel fatiffied with the beauty
and good condicions of his new fpoufe, whom he entertayned and
honored as Queene. In the meane time fhe was with childe with
a Sonne (as afterwardes in the birth it appeered) which fo wel as
fhe coulde fhe kept clofe and fecret, but afterwardes perceiuinge
her Belly to wax bigge, the greatnefle whereof fhe was not able
to hide, beinge vppon a time with the kinge and in familiar disporte, fhe like a wife and fobre lady induced matter of diners argument, amonges which as occafion ferued, fhe difclofed to the
king, that fhe was not the fayrefl of hir father's daughters, but hir
The king hearing that, was
elder fifter more beautifuU than fhe.
greatly offended with Ariobarzanes, for that he had not accomand albeit hee loued well his wife,
plifhed his commaundement
:

:

:

yet to attaine the effeft of his defire, he called his Haraulde vnto

him,

whom

he had

firfl

fent to

make

requefl for his wyfe,

and with

him returned agayne his new maried fpoufe vnto her father, commaunding him to fay thefe wordes " That for fo mutch as he
:

knew

be vanquifhed and ouercome by the king's
humanity, his grace did maruell, that in place of curtefie, he
himfelfe

to

would ufe fuch contumacy and difobedience, by fending vnto
him, not the fairefl of his daughters, which he required, but futch

:
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a matter no doubt worthy to be
and reuenged for which caufe the kinge beinge
not a litle offended, had fent home his daughter agayne, and willed
hym to fende his eldeft daughter, and that he had returned the
Dowry which he gaue with his yonger." Ariobarzanes receyued
his daughter and the dowry with willinge minde, and fayd theefe
words to the Harauld " Mine other daughter which the king my
Soueraygne Lord requireth, is not able prefently to go with thee,
bycaufe in hir bed fhe lieth ficke, as thou mayft manifeftly perceiue if thou come into hir chamber but fay vnto the king, that
vppon my fayth and allegiaunce fo foone as fhe is recouered, I
The Haraulde feeing the mayden
will fende hir to the court."
lye ficke on her bed, weake and Impotent, not able to trauel, returned to the king, and told him of the fickneffe of the eldeft
Daughter of Ariobarzanes, wherewithallbeingefatiffiedjheattended
the fuccefle of his defired fute the Gentlewoman no fooner beinge
recouered, but the tyme of the other's childbirth was come, which
brought forth a goodly Boy both the Mother falfely brought to
Bed, and the childe ftrong and lufty. Whych greatly contented
and pleafed Ariobarzanes, and the greater grew his ioy thereof,
for that hee fawe the Childe to be like vnto the kinge his father
and by that time the yong Gentlewoman was ryfen from her
childbed, the fifter was perfeftly whole, and had recouered her
former hiewe and beauty, both which beinge richely apparelled,
Ariobarzanes with an honourable trayne, fent vnto the kinge,
inftruftinge them firft what they ought to fay and do. When they
were arriued at the courte, one of the pryuy chamber aduertifed
the king that Ariobarzanes had not onely fent one of his daughters,
but both of them. The kynge heariuge and feeinge the liberalyty
of Ariobarzanes, accepted the fame in gracious part, and determined for that curtefie, to vfe him with futch princely liberality,
as he himfelfe liked to fende

fliarpely punifhed

:

:

:

:

:

:

as

he fhould be forced to confeffe himfelfe ouercome.

the mefTanger which had

And

before

brought the yong gentlewoman did

him his only fonne called
" Bycaufe Cyrus the time of thy

departe, he caufed to be called before

Cyrus, vnto

whom

he fayd

:

yeares bee futch, as meete they be to

hope

haue to
VOL. II.
I

fee

match the

in Mariage, for

fome Progeny proceede of thee before

N

I

die,
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my

minde

is

the fyfter of

that thou fhalt

mary

this

goodly Gentlewoman here,

my Wyfe.

To which hys father's heft, the yong
affented.
Then the kyng toke agayn his

gentleman willingly
owne, and ordayned a royall feaft, for the mariage of his Sonne,
which was celebrated and done with great triumph and folemnity,
continuinge the fpace of 8 dayes. Ariobarzanes hearinge thefe
good newes, would not yet acknowledge himfelfe to be ouercome,
and feeinge that his purpofe was nowe brought to an extremity,
determined to fend the

little childe,

a

little

before begotten of hys

daughter, to the kinge, which fo refembled the kinge's face and

Countenaunce

was

and therefore caufed a cradle to
and
garnifhed with pure Golde, adorned and fet wyth moft precious
Stones and Jewels, wherein he caufed the childe to be placed, and
couered wyth rich clothes of fyneft gold and filke, and together
with the Nourice, accompanied with a pompous trayne of Gentlemen, he fent him to the kinge, the very time that the folemne
mariage fliould be celebrated and the kinge beinge in his great
Hall, which was hanged with maruellous rich and coftly Arras, attended vpon with a great numbre of his Barons and noble men,
hee that had the charge of the conduction of the child, vpon his
knees prefented the fame before him, lyinge in the Cradle. The
king and the Noblemen, meruelling what that did meane expefted
what the Meflenger would fay, who holding the Cradle by one of
the Pomels, fayd thefe wordes " Moft renoumed and victorious
bee

made

as

poffible

:

of the faireft luory that was to be gotten, emboffed

:

;

Prince, in the behalfe of Ariobarzanes,

moft humbly

I

my

Lorde and your Subieft,

prefent vnto your maiefty, with al Submiffion

reuerence, this gift

:

and

my fayd

Lord doth rendre

infinite

and

thankes

curtefie it hath pleafed you to
by vouchfafinge to entertayne him into your alliaunce for
which not to feeme vnmindfull, this prefent (and therewithal! he
opened the Cradle) by mee hee hath fent vnto your maiefty."
When the Cradle was difcouered, there apeared a goodly yong
Chylde, Smilinge and Laughing vpon his father, the ioyfulleft fight
that euer his father fawe, and fo like vnto him, as the halfe Moone

vnto your highnefle, for the great

vfe,

is

:

Then euery of the Standers by
reft.
minde touchinge the refemblaunce of the Chylde

lyke the proportion of the

began to fay

his

::
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to hys Father, hardily protefting the fame without doubt to be his

owne. The kyng could not be fatiffied with the fight of his child,
by reafon of the great delight he had to looke vpon him, and of the
general! opinion whych all men auouched touchinge his lykenefle.
The Chylde agayne vpon the common reioyce made vpon hym, but
fpecially of hys Father, wyth preaty motions and fweete laughinges,
reprefentinge two fmilinge pyttes in his ruddy Cheekes, crowed
many tymes vpon his father, toyinge vp and downe hys tender
handes afterwardes the kynge behelde the workmanfhip of that
fumptuous cradle, and demaunded whereof the fubftaunce was.
Vnto whom the Meffenger difcribed the Hyftory and whole content
:

of that incomparable lewel

Queene

:

who

hearinge that difcourfe, caufed

and by her was further certified of
her father's noble difpofition, wyth exceeding contentation, and
wonderfull reioyce, he receyued the little Chylde, and confeffed
hym felfe in maner vanquifhed notwythftandinge feeming to be
thus furmounted, he thought if he did not furpaffe this curtefy,
his noble and princely minde fhould be difgraced
wherefore he
determined to vfe a kind of magnanimity, thereby eyther to ouer-

the

to be called forth,

:

:

come Ariobarzanes, or
to

fall

elfe

hauinge apparant occafion altogether

out and to conceyue a mortall malice agaynfl: hym.

Kynge had a Daughter of
comely Lady (accordinge
bringinge vp required)

The

the age of ai yeares, a very fayre and
as her Royall education

whom

as yet

and princely

he had not matched in

mariage, meaninge to beftowe her vppon some kynge or great

Ten hundred thoufand Crownes, befides
whych her
owne mother lyinge vppon her death Bed did bequeathe her. The
kynge then purpofinge to excell Ariobarzanes, mynded by couplynge hym wyth hys Daughter, to make hym his fonne in lawe
whych to a Lady of Royall Linage, appeareth fome debacinge of

Monarch with a dowry

of

the pryncely and great coftly Apparell and lewells

her noble bloud, to be matched with a
the lyke to a
if

he take a

Man how

Wyfe

honourable

man

fo euer

of inferiour byrth

he be cannot chaunce,

of Degree neuer fo Bafe

:

for if hee bee

borne

of Noble and Gentle kynde, hee doth illuftrate and aduaunce the

Woman whom he
of the popular

all be it (hee were of the meaneft trampe
and the Chyldren whych be borne of them

taketh,

forte,
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by the Father's meanes, fhalbe Noble and of a gentle kynd but a
fhee be moft Noble, if fhee bee married to hir
inferiour, and that hir hufbande bee not fo Noble, the chyldren
that fhall be borne of them fhall not receiue the honour of the
:

woman, although

mother's ftock, but the
vnnoble.

Sutch

is

man, wherevpon doeth

fo fhall

be

comparyfon of the wyfe, which

ryfe the

doth referable the

man

Moone.

fee that the

For wee

and

ftate of the father's lotte,

the Reuerence and Authoritie of the Sexe of

vnto the Sunne, and the

Moone

of

Woman

hir felfe

to the

doth not giue

ne yet can yelde any brightneffe to the darkneffe of the
Night, if fhe did not pertake fome fhining of the Sun, who with
light,

and places doth brighten the flarres,
and maketh the moone to fhine euen fo the woman dependeth
of the man, and of hym doth take hir nobility. The kyng therefore thought the match not meete for Ariobarzanes to marry his
Daughter, and feared he fhould incurre fome blemifli of his houfe
but for all refpe£t and feare of fhame, the emulation whyche hee
had to be victorious of his forced curtefie did furpaffe. Wherefore
he fent for Ariobarzanes to come vnto the Court who vpon that
commaundement came and fo foone as hee was entered the palace,
his liuely flames at times

:

:

:

:

he repayred to do his reuerence vnto the kinge, of whom he was
welcomed with glad and ioyfuU entertaynement and after they
had a whyle debated of diuers matters, the kyng fayd vnto him
"Ariobarzanes, for fo mutch as thou art without a wyfe, we minde
to beftowe vpon thee a Gentlewoman, which not onely wee well
like and loue, but alfo is futch a one, as thou thy felfe fhalt be well
contented to take." Ariobarzanes aunfwered That he was at his
commaundement and that futch choyfe as pleafed his maiefty,
fhould very well content and fatifefie him. Then the kyng caufed
:

:

:

:

his daughter, in riche veflures

fumptuoufly attired to come before

him, ai^d there openly in prefence of the whole Court commaunded
that Ariobarzanes fhould marry her: which with feemely cere-

monies being confummate, Ariobarzanes fhewed little ioy of the
parentage, and in apparance made as though he cared not for his
wyfe. The Nobles and Gentlemen of the Courte wondred to fee
the flraunge behauiour of the bridegroome, confideringe the great

humanity of

their Prince towardes his Subjeft,

by takinge him for
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in lawe

:
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to fee the

obftinacy and rudenefle of Ariobarzanes, towards the kynge and

the Fayre newe maried Spoufe, mutch blaminge and rebukinge hys

vnkinde demeanour. Ariobarzanes that day fared as though hee
were befides himfelfe, voyde of ioy and mirth, where all the reft
of the Courte fpent the tyme in fport and Triumph, the Ladies and
Noble women together with the kynge and Queene themfelues,
dauncinge and mafkinge, vntil the time of night did force ech
Wyghteto Retyre to their Chaumbers. Notwithftandinge the kynge
did marke the Gefture and Countenaunce of Ariobarzanes, and
after the

Banket the Kynge

in

Solempne

caufed hys Daughter to bee accompanyed

guife

and great Pompe

wyth a great Trayne

the Lodginge of Ariobarzanes, and to be caried with

hir,

to

hir

Pryncely Dowry, where Ariobarzanes very Honourably receyued

hys Wyfe, and at that Inftant, in the prefence of

all

the

Noblemen

and Barons that wayted vpon the Bride, hee doubled the Dowry
receyued, and the fame wyth the Ten hundred thoufand Crownes
geuen hym by the kynge, hee fent back agayne. This vnmeafured Liberality feemed paflynge Straunge vnto the kynge, and
bredde in him futch difdayne, as doubtful he was whether to
yelde, or to condemne him to perpetuall Banifhment.
The kynge
thought that the greatneffe of Ariobarzanes mynde was Inuincible,
and was not able paciently to fuffer, that a fubiefl; in matters of
curtefie and liberality, Ihould ftill compare wyth his king and
maifter

:

herewithal the king conceiuing malice, could not

An

tell

what

was to perceiue the rage and furie
of the king, who was fo fore difpleafed, as he bare good looke and
countenaunce to no man and bicaufe in thofe dayes the Perfian
kings were honored and reuerenced as Gods, there was a lawe that
when the king was driuen into a furie, or had conceiued a iuft displeafure, he ftioulde manifeft vnto his Counfellers, the caufe of his
anger, who afterwardes by mature diligence hauing examined the
to fay or do.

eafy matter

it

:

caufe and finding the kinge to be vniuftly
meanes of his appeafing but if they found
:

difpleafed fliould feke
his

anger and difplea-

fure to be iuftly grounded, the caufe of the fame, according to

the quality of the offence,

little

or great, they fhould punifh,

eyther by banifhment or capital death

:

the fentence of

whom
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Howbeit Lawfull

fhould palTe and be pronounced without appeale.
it

was

in

a.],

the Kynge to mitigate the pronounced fentence, eyther

for

or in part, and to diminifli the payne, or clearely to aflbyle

whereby it euidently appeared, that the Counfellers Sentence once determined, was very iuftice, and the kynge's wyll if he
pardoned, was meere grace and mercy. The kyng was conftrayned

the party

by the

:

ftatutes of his

kyngdome

to difclofe vnto his Counfell the

caufe of his difpleafure, which particularly he recited
fellers

when they heard

:

the

Coun-

the reafons of the kynge, fent for Ario-

whom

by due examination they gathered, that in
had prouoked the kynge's dyfpleafure. Afterwards the Lords of the Counfell, vpon the propofed queftion began
to argue, by inueftigation and fearch whereof, in the ende they
iudged Ariobarzanes worthy to loofe hys head for that he would

barzanes, of

diuers caufes he

:

not onely compare, but alfo go about to ouertoppe him in thinges
vndecent, and to fliewe himfelfe difcontented with the mariage of

and vnthankfull of the benefites fo curteoufly beftowed vpon him. A cuftome was obferued amonge the Perfians, that in euery a6le or enterprife, wherein the feruaunt endeuored to furpaffe and vanquifh his lord and maifter (albeit
the attempt were commendable and prayfeworthy) for refpedt
of want of duety, or contempt to the royall maiefly, he fhould
his daughter,

lofe his

heft ioynt

:

and

for better confirmation of their iudge-

ment, the Counfellers alleaged a certayne

diffinitiue fentence, re-

whilom done by the kyngs of Perfia.
one of the kyngs of that Region difpofed to

geflred in their Chronicles,

The

caufe was this

:

difporte with certayne of his noble

men

abrode in the Fields,

went a Hauking, and with a Faucon to fly at diuers game. Within
a while they fprang a Hearon, and the Kynge commaunded that
one of the faulcons which was a notable fwift and foaring
Hauke, fhould be caft of to the Hearon which done, the hearon
began to mount and the faucon fpeedely purfued, and as the
Hauke after many batings and intercourfes, was about to seaze vpon
the hearon, he efpied an Egle the ftoute Hauke feeing the Egle,
gaue ouer the fearfull Hearon, and with fwift flight flewe towardes the hardy Egle, and fiercely attempted to feaze vpon her:
but the Egle very fl:outly defended her felfe, that the Hauke was
:

:
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In the ende the good Hauke, with her
agayne feazed vpon the Egle's neck, and wyth her
beake ftrake her ftarke dead, wherewithal! fhe fel downe amid the
company that wayted vpon the king. Al the Barons and Gentleforced to let gee hir holde.
fliarpe talendes^

men

commended and prayfed the Hauke, affirminge that a
was not in the worlde, attributing vnto the fame futch prayfe,
as they thought meete.
The king for all the acclamations and
fhoutes of the troupe, fpake not a worde, but ftoode mufing with
himfelfe, and did neyther prayfe nor blame the Hauke. It was very
late in the eueninge, when the Faucon killed the Egle, and therefore
highly

better

the kinge

commaunded ech man

to depart to the Citty.

The next

day the king caufed a Goldfmith to make an exceeding fayre
crowne of golde, apt and meete for the Falcon's head. Afterwards

when he faw time conuenient, he ordayned that

in the

market place

of the Citty, a Pearche fliould be erefted, and adorned with Tapestry,

Arras, and other coftly furnitures, futch as Prynces Palaces are

bedecked withall.

Thither with found of Trumpets hee caufed

the Faucon to be conueyed, where the kinge
his noble

men to

place the

excellent pray atchieued

man

or

common

Crowne vpon

vpon the Egle.

commaunded one

Then he

caufed the hang-

executioner of the Citty, to take the

Crowne from

the Faucon's head, and with the trenchant fword to cut

Vppon

thefe

it

of.

contrary effeftes the beholders of this fight were

amazed, and began diuerfly to talk thereof.

window

of

his head, for price of the

The king which

at a

ftoode to behold this faft, caufed filence to be kept, and

opened his princely voice, as he was wel heard fpeaking thefe
words " There ought (good people) none of you all to Murmur
and grudge at the prefent fadl executed upon the Faucon, bycaufe
the fame is done vppon good reafon and iufi: caufe as by procefl^e
I am perfuaded that it
of my difcourfe you fhall well perceiue.
is the office and duety of euery magnanimous prince, to know the
valor and difference betweene vertue and vice, that all vertuous
aftes and worthy attempts may be honoured, and the contrary
chaftifed and puniflied, otherwife he is not worthy of the name of
a Kyng and Prynce, but of a cruel and trayterous Tyrant for as
the prince beareth the title by principality and chiefe, fo ought his
The
life chiefly to excell other, whom he gouerneth and ruleth.
fo

:

:
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title

and dignity

is

not

fufficient^ if his conditions

ration be not to that fupreme ftate equiualent.

and mode-

Full well I

knew

Faucon a certayne generofity and
wyth a certayne fierce aftiuity and
nimblenelTe, for which I Crowned and rewarded hir wyth thys
golden Garland, bycaufe of the ftoute flaughter which fhe made
vpon that myghty Egle, worthy for that folemne guife. But when
I confidered how boldly and rafhely fhe affayled and killed the
Egle, which is hir Queene and Mayftrefle, I thought it a part of
luftice, that for hir bolde and vncomely aft, fhe fhoulde fufFer the
payne due to hir deferte for vnlawful it is for the feruaunte, and

and did confider to be

in this dead

ftoutneffe of minde, ioyned

:

vnduetiful for the fubieft, to imbrue his handes in the bloud of his

The Faulcon then hauinge

Soueraygne Lord.

and of

me

all

other Birdes the Soueraygne,

for cuttinge of the Faucon's head

hath

refpefl: to

flayne hir Queene,

who can with
?

reafon blame

Doubtleffe none, that

the quiet ftate betweene the Prince and Subieft."

This example the ludges alleaged againft Ariobarzanes

pronounced fentence

when they

and applyinge the fame to him, ordeyned
that firft Ariobarzanes, for his Magnanimity and liberal curtefie
fhould be Crowned wyth a Laurell Garland, for the generofity of
his minde and exceedinge curtefie, but for his great emulation,
earneft endeuour, and continuall dyuice to contende wyth hys
Prynce, and in Liberality to fhew him felfe fuperior, byfides the
mutteringe fpeech vttered agaynfl; hym, his head ought to be
:

Ariobarzanes beinge aduertifed of thys feuere conof.
demnation, hee purpofed to fuftayne the Venemous Darte of Fortune, as hee had endured other bruntes of that Enuious incon-

ftriken

Lady, and in futch maner behaued and direfted his Geftes,
and Countenaunce, as no Sygne of Choler or Dyfpayre appeared in
him, onely Pronouncinge thys Sentence with ioyfull Cheare in the
prefence of many " Glad I am that at length there refteth in me
ftant

:

employ my life and bloud, to declare
Soueraygne
Lorde,
which right willingly I meane
the fame to my
to do, that the World may know, how I had rather lofe my lyfe,
fo

mutch

to be liberall, as I

than to faynt and geue ouer in mine accuftomed liberality."
Then callinge a Notary vnto him, he made his Wyll (for fo it was
lawfull

by the Perfian lawes) and to

his

Wyfe, and Daughters hee
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and freendes he
To the kyng
To Cyrus the
king's fonne, and his by mariage (befides a great maffe of money)
he bequeathed all his Armure, and Weapons^ with all his inftruments for the warres^ and his whole liable of horfle. Laft of all

increafed their Dowries, and to his kinffolke

bequeathed diuers rich and bountifull Legacies.
he gaue a great number of moft precious lewels.

he ordayned, that

if

(perhaps) his wyfe (hould be found with

Bed of a Sonne bee fhould be his vniuerfall
chylde, to haue the dowry that his other
The reft of his goods and cattel he gaue indif-

chylde, and brought to

heyre

:

but

if

a

Woman

daughters had.
ferently to al
all

III.

his feruantes

The day

equally to be deuided.

He

prouided

alfo,

that

accordinge to their degree, fliould be rewarded.

before he fliould be put to death (according to the cuftome

of Perfia) his prayfes and valiaunt faftes, as wel by Epitaphes
fixed vpon poafts, as by proclamation, were generally founded
throughout the Realme, in fuch wife as ech wight iudged him to

and noble perfonage that was in all the
Countrey, and in the borders confininge vpon the fame. And if
there had not bene fome enuious perfons nere the kyng, which
ftudied and pra£tifed his ouerthrow, al other would haue deemed
him vnworthy of death. Sutch is enuy of the malicioufly dispofed, that rather than they would fee their equals to be in better
eftimation with the prynce than themfelues, ftudy and deuife all
pollicy eyther by flattery or falfe furmife to bringe them in discredite, or to prafitife by falfe accufation, their vtter fubuerfion by
Death or Baniftiement. But whiles Ariobarzanes was difpofinge
his thinges in order, his Wyfe and Daughters with his Friends and
Coufins, were affefted with great forrow day and night, complayning for the heauy ftate of that noble Gentleman. The eight day
being come (for the lawe allowed that fpace to the condemned,
for difpofition of their thynges) a SkaiFolde was made by commaundement of the king, in the middeft of the Market place, al
couered with black cloth, and an other right ouer againft the fame
with Purple and Silk, where the kyng (if he lift) in^the raids of
the ludges, fliould fit and the inditement redde, iudgement (by

be the moft

the kynge's
pleafed

liberall

owne mouth

declared) fliould be executed, or

him, difcharge and aflbyle the condemned.

And

if it

the

202

ARIOBARZANES.

kynge vnwillinge to be prefent, gaue to one of the eldefi: iudges
full power and authority.
But yet forrowful that a Gentleman fo noble and valiaunt, his father and fonne in lawe^ fhould
finifh his life with a death fo horrible, would needes that mornhys

inge be prefent himfelfe at that execution, as wel to fee the

continent and ftoute ende of Ariobarzanes, as alfo to take order
for his deliuery.

When

the time was come, Ariobarzanes by

the Sergeante and Garde was brought vnto the Skaffolde, and
there Aparelled in rich Veftures, the Laurel
his head,

and

fo

Crowne was

fet

on

continuinge for a certayne fpace, the garment and

Crowne was taken of agayne together with his other
The executioner attendinge for commaundement to do

Apparell.
his office,

and

lifting vp his fworde to do the faft, the king defired to fee the
countenaunce of Ariobarzanes, who neuer chaunged coloure for

The king feeing the great conflancy and
mind of Ariobarzanes, fpake aloud that all men might
heare hym, thefe wordes "Thou knowefl: Ariobarzanes, that it is
all

that terrour of death.

inuincible

:

which haue wroughte thy condemnation, ne yet by enuious
defyre haue fought thy bloude, to brynge thee to thys extremity,
but it hath bene thy ill difordred life, and the flatutes of this Real me,
which haue found thee guilty, and thereupon fentenceand death pronounced, and execution now ready to be done, and the minifter ready
toaduauncehisarme, toplaythe laftafte of this Tragedy: andyetfor
that our holy lawes doe geue liberty that I may aflbyle and delyuer
whom I lift, and them reftore to their former flate, if nowe thou
wilt acknowledge thy felfe vanquifhed and ouercome, and accepte
thy lyfe in gratefuU part, I will pardon thee, and reftore thee to
thyne ofFyces and promotions." Ariobarzanes, hearying thefe
wordes, kneeled downe wyth hys heade declyned, and expecting
the blow of the Sworde, lyfted vp himfelfe, and turnynge his face
not

I,

to the kinge, perceyuing his malice not fo fore bent againft

hym

enuy and malice of his ennemies defired, he determined to
proue and vfe the pitiful liberality and fauour of his Soueraigne
Lorde, that his Foes by his death might not Triumph, ne yet at-

as the

tayne the thinge, for which

fo

long they afpired.

Wherefore

in

reuerent wyfe kneelinge before his maiefty, with a ftout and perfe£l

voyce fayd thefe words

:

" Moft vyctorious and mercifull So-
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ueraygne Lord, in equall worfliip and honour to the immortall Gods,
fith of thy abundant grace and mercy it hath pleafed thee to
graunt

me

do moft humbly accept the fame, which

lyfe, I

if I

wyft

fhould be prolonged in thy difgrace and wrath, could not be plea-

faunt vnto me, and therefore do confefle
liberality altogether

my

felfe in

furmounted and ouercome.

I

and

curtefie

moft humbly

then do geue thee thankes for preferuation of my lyfe, hopinge
hereafter to employ the vttermoft of myne endeuour for the bene-

and honour of thy Crowne and dignity, as readyly and without
made in my behalfe, thou haft vouchefafed to reftore the fame
and fith thy clemency hath reuiued me thyne

fite

fupplication

:

humble

vaflTall, I

befeech thy maiefty to giue

me

leaue to fay

my

minde, truftinge thereby to do thee to vnderftand the effefit and
caufe of that my former prefumption."
The kinge made fignes
that he fhould arife and boldly fpeake the

When

he ftoode up, filence was proclaymed,

fpeake thefe wordes

:

"Two

fumme of his defire.
who then began to

things there be, (moft facred Prince)

which doubtleffe do Refemble the raging Wanes of furginge Seas,
and the mutability of vnftable windes, and yet great is the folly
of an infinite numbre, which imploy their whole care and diligence to the purfute thereof. Thefe two thinges whereof I fpeake,
and be fo deerely beloued of flattering Courtiers, are the grace
and fauour of their foueraygne lord, and the luringe loue of Amowhych two do fo often beguyle the courtly gentlerous Dames
man, that in ende, they engender nought elfe but repentance and
:

:

to begin with the loue of Ladies, they, as by

common

experience

is

commonly do recline to their Liferiours. It is dayly
mutch vnhappy proofe, that a yongue Gentleman by

proued, moft
feene by to

Byrth noble, and otherwyfe
goodly gyfts,

Lady and
fayth and

Ihall

maiftrefl!e,

fidelity

riche, vertuous,

and indued with many

choofe and worfhip one for his foueraigne

and her

then

is

ftiall

ferue

and honour with no

lefle

due to the immortall Gods, and Ihal not

employ for her loue and feruice all the poffible power
and trauell he is able to do, and yet fhe in difpite of all his humble
endeuour, fhall imbrace an other voide of all vertue, makynge him
pofleflbr of that benefite, after which the other feeketh, and fhee
not longe conftant in that minde, afterwards wil attend to the
fticke to
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firft Suter, but in futch mouable and difdaynfull fort, as the
wandring ftarres (through their natural inftability) be moued to
and fro, and him in the ende will fuffre to fall headlong into the
bottomleffe pit of difpayre and to him that afketh hir the reafon
of this variety, flie maketh none other aunfwere but that her
pleafure is futch, and wilfull will to dally with her futors fo that
feldome times a true and perfit louer can fallen his foote on cer:

:

tayne holde, but that his life is tofled vp and downe like the
whirling blaftes of inconftant windes. The like fuccedeth in the
is in fauoure with his
and neare, as it feemeth
the Prince is difpofed to refolue vpon nothing without his aduife
and counfell, when fuch fauored perfon fhall employe his whole
care and induftrie to maintaine and encreafe the commenced grace
of his foueraigne Lord, behold, vpon the fodaine the minde and

Courtes of Kings and Princes, he which

foueraigne Lord in al

vaine of his Lord

is

mens

eyes, fo great

changed, and an other without defert, which

neuer carked to win good

will,

is

taken in place, cherifhed as

though hee had ferued him an hundred yeares before and he that
was the firft minion of the Courte in greateft grace and eftimation,
is in a moment difpyfed, and oute of all regarde
an other within
:

:

fewe dayes

after, fhall fupplie

the place of the other twaine, verye

dyligent and careful to ferue a

whofe mindfull mind
as

fhall

man

trained vp in courtly exercife,

bee fo caring ouer his lord's affayers,

vpon the fafegard and preferuation of his owne life but all his
is employed in vayne: and when the aged dayes of his ex:

labour
pired

approch, for the

life

leaft difpleafure

he fhalbe thruft out

without reward for former trauel, that right aptly the

Prouerb

may

be applied

:

the

common

Courtier's

life

Common
is

like

golden mifery, and the faithfull feruant an Afle perpetuall.

haue feene
for

want

my

felfe

the right wel learned

of meate, and a blockifh

beafl;

man

to fterue in

a
I

Court

voyde of vertue, for

lufl,

and for merite, aduaunced and made a Gentleman: but this may
chaunce bicaufe hys Lord is not difpofed to vertue, nought efteeminge thofe that be afledled with good fciences, and that onely
for lacke of carefuU trayninge vp in youthful! dayes, or elfe for that
his minde cannot frame with gentle fpyrits, the clofets of whofe
breafts be charged and fraught with infinite loades of learninge,
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in trade of CourteSj

ne yet can vfe due

courtly fpeech, or with vnblufhinge face can fhuffle themfelues in

prefence of their betters, or
toyes

:

commen

with Ladies of dame Venus

or race of birth not mingled with the noble or gentle Sire

:

cannot attain the hap
of fortune's giftes.
Which perfon thoughe in Court he be not
efteemed, yet in fchoolehoufe of good arte he is deemed famoufe,

for thefe caufes perhaps that vertuous wighte

worthy to be preferred aboue the
oftentimes and commonly is it
heauens. In femblable wife,
feene that the man perchance which neuer thou faweft before, fo

and

for his

worthy

right

fkill

how

fone as he

is

feene of the, fodaynly he

detefted lyke a plague,

is

and the more earnefl: he is to do the feruice and pleafure, the greater
Contrary wife, fom other vpon the
is thy wrath bent towards him ?
firftviewfhal fo content and pleafethe, as if he require the beftowing of thy life, thou haft no power to denie him, thou arte in loue
with him, and let him thwart thy mind and wil neuer fo much,
thou careft not for it, all is well he doth but that thefe varieties
do proceede from fome certayn temprement of bloud within the
body conformed and moued by fom inward celeftial power, who
:

doubteth
is

And

?

furely the foundation of thefe Courtly mutations,

the pricking venomous

Goade of peftiferous Enuye, whych

conti-

moment hoifteth vp him which was below, and poizeth downe agayne
him that was exalted fo that no plague or poifon is more peftifernually holdeth the fauour of Prynces in ballaunce, and in a

:

Enuy all other vices
may eafily be cured, and fo pacified
but rooted Enuy by any meanes is

ous in Courts, than the hurtfull difeafe of

with

little

paine and

lefle

as they fhall not hurt thee

difcharged, with no

:

labour
:

by any Drugge or
Veryly wythout great daunger, I know not
which way the poynaunt bittes of Enuy can be auoyded the
proude man in Courte, the arrogant and ambitious, the lofty
pollicye

is

expelled, ne yet

medicine purged.

:

minded

Foole,

more

eleuate

ence bee done to him,
if

if

and

luftie

than Pride

he be honoured,

if

hee be prayfed and glorified aboue the heauens,

thy

felfe to

it felfe, if

rever-

place be giuen to him,
if

thou humble

him, by and by he will take thee to be his frend, and

wyll deenie thee to bee a curteous and gentle companion.

Let

the lacyuious and wanton perfon giuen to the pleafures and

luft
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women,

fixing his

fures, if his loue

repiroued, if he

friend

:

mind on nothing

elfe

but vpon fugitiue plea-

bee not impeached, ne yet his wanton toyes

be prayfed before his Ladie, he

the couetous and gloutonous carle,

if firft

hym

will euer

be thy

thou make

hym

one
and other difeafe is fpeedily cured but for the enuious perfon,
what Phificke can be fought to purge his peftiferous humour?
which if thou go about to heale and cure, rather mufte thou
remedye the fame by wafting the life of him that is fo pofleffed,
than find caufes of recouerie. And who knoweth not (moft facred
Prince) that in your Courte there be fome attached with that
poifoned plague, who feeing me your maieftie's humble vafi^all in
greater fauoure with your grace than they, my feruice more
acceptable than theirs, my prowefle and exercife in armes more
worthy than theirs, my diligence more induftrious than theirs,
my advife and counfell more auayleable than theirs, all mine
other deedes and doings in better Eftimation than theirs they I
fay, dallied in the lap of the cancred witch dame Enuy, by what
meanes are they to be recouered ? by what meanes their infeftion
purged? by what meanes their mallice cured ? If not to fee me
depriued of your grace, expelled from your Court, and caft headquaffe a Medicine,

and afterwardes byd

to thy table, the

:

:

longe into the gulfe of death extreme?

If I fhould bribe them
them with humble reuerence, if I ftiould exalt them aboue the Skyes, if I fliould employ
the vttermoft of my power, to do them feruice, all fruftrate and
caft away: they wil not ceafe to bring me into perill, they

with great rewardes,

will

fhould honour

if I

not fpare to reduce

ymagin

all

deuyfes for

me

to mifery, they will not fticke to

myne anoyance, when

remdyes impotent and vnable

:

this

enuenometh

is

they fee

al

other

the poifoned plague which

all Princes courtes
this is the mifchiefe which dekyngdomes this is the monfter that deuoureth all
vertuous enterpryfes and ofFendeth eche g-entle fpirite this is the
dim vale which fo ouerftiadoweth the clerenes of the eyes as the
bright beams of verity cannot be fene, and fo obfcureth the equity

ftroyeth

:

all

:

:

from

cannot be difcerned this is the
manifeft caufe that breadeth a thoufand errors in the workes of
of

iuftice, as right

men

:

falfliode

and to draw nere to the

:

effefte of this

my

tedious talke.
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no vice in the worlde that more outragioufly cor-

is

rupteth Princes courtes, that more vnfrendly vntwineth frendfliip's

band, that more vnhappely fubuerteth noble houfes, then the
poyfone of Enuy

:

for

he that enclineth his eares to the enuious

perfon, he that attendeth to his malignant deuifes, vnpoffible

him

it is

any dede that is eyther good or vertuous but to
finifhe and end for auoyding of wearines and not to ftay your
maiefty from your waighty affayres, I fay that the enuyous man
reioiceth not fo much in his own good turnes nor gladdeth himfelf fo greatlye with his owne commodityes, as hee doth infulte,
and laugh at the difcommodityes and hinderance of others, at
whofe profite and gain he foroweth and lamenteth and to put
out both the eyes of his companion, the enuious man careth not to
plucke out one of his own. Thefe wordes (moft inuincible prince)
I purpofed to fpeake in the prefence of your maiefty, before your
gard and courtlyke train, and in the vniuerfal hearing of all the
people that ech wighte may underftand how I not of your maiestie's pretended malice, or mine owne committed faulte, but through
the venemous tongues of the enuious fel into the lapfe of your
for

to do

:

:

This mofte true oration of Ariobarzanes greatly

difpleafure."

and although he felt himfelf fomwhat
touched therwith, and knowing it to bee certayn and true and
pleafed the noble Prince,

that in tyme to

come the fame mighte

profite all fortes of people,

hee greatlye praifed and exalted him in the prefence of

all

the

Wherefore Ariobarzanes having recouered his lyfe
confeffed himfelfe to bee vanquifhed and ouercome by the king,
who knowing the valoure and fealty of that noble Gentleman, and
louing him with harty afFeftion, caufed him to come down from
the mourning ScafFolde, and to affend the place where he Was himfelfe, whom he imbraced and kiffed, in token that al difpleafure
was remitted all his auncient offices were reftored to him agayne
and for his further aduancement, he gaue him the Cittye of
Paflagarda where was the olde monument of kinge Cyrus, and
made him lieuetenaunt generall of his realmes and dominions,
commaundinge euery of his fubiefts to obay him as himfelfe. And
fo the kyng refted the honourable father in law to Ariobarzanes,
and his louinge fonne by mariage crauing ftil in al his enteraffembly.

:

:
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pryfes, his graue aduyfe

and counfell

:

and there was neuer thing

of any importance done, but his liking or difliking was

demaunded

:

firfte

Ariobarzanes then returned into greater grace and

fauour of his fouerayne lord than before, and for his lingular
vertue hauing difperced and broken the aimes and malyce of
his enimies, if before

he were curteous and

all

liberal after thefe fo

became more then princely in his dedes, and
fometymes he had done one curteous aft now he doubled the
fame. But futch was his Magnanimitye, fo noble were his indeuorSj tempred with fuch meafure and equanimity, as the whole
worlde clerely might deferne, that not to contend with his fouerayne lorde but to honour and ferue him, therby to expreffe the
maieftye of his Prince, he employed his goodes and lining al which
the kinge and fortune had bountifully beftowed vppon him
who
vntil his dying day famoufly mayntayned himfelfe in the good
grace and fauour of his prince, in fuch wyfe as the kyng more
clerely then the fhining Sunnebeames, knew Ariobarzanes to bee
framed of nature for a chriftalline mirrour of curtefie and liberalitye, and that more ealie it was to bereiue the fyre of heate, and
the Sonne of lighte then defpoyle Ariobarzanes of his glorious
dedes.
Wherfore he ceafled not continually to honour, exalt
and enrych him, that hee might vfe the greater liberality, and
to fay the treuth, althoughe thefe two vertues of curtefie and
Liberality be commendable in all perfons, without the which a man

ftoute aduentures, he
if

:

is not he whereof hee beareth the name yet very fitting
and meete for euerye ryche and welthie fubieft, to beware
how he doth compare in thofe noble vertues with
Princes and great men, which beyng ryght
noble and pereles vppon yearth canne
abyde no Comparifons.

truely

:

ARISTOTIMUS THE TYRANT.
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THE FIFTH NOUELL.
Lvcivs one of the garde to Arifiotimvs the Tyrant of the cittye of
Elisjfell in loue with afayre may den called Micca, the daughter

The flout-

of one Philodemvs, and his cruelty done vpon her.

of a nolle matron named Megi/lona in defence of hir
hufbande and the common wealth from the tyranny of the faid

neffe alfo

Ariftotimvs

:

and of other

aSies done ly the ftihieStes

vppon that

Tyrant,

You

haue heard, or as

it

were in a manner, you haue beeholden

the right images and courteous conditions of two well conditioned
perfons mutually ech towards other obferued
ly

mind towards a Noble Gentleman

:

one a Prince-

in the

his fubiedle

:

in the other

a duetieful obedience of a louing vaflal to his foueraigne Lord and
Maifter in both of them the true figure of Liberality in liuely orient
:

colours defcribed.

treame tiranny,

and

his

Now

a contrary plotte, grounded vpon ex-

offred to the viewe,

done by one Ariftotimus

clawbacks againfte his humble fubiefts of the City of

ftandyng in Peloponeffus, a country of Achaia (which at

Elis,

this

is

tyme we

cal

Morea.)

This Ariftotimus of nature wasfierce

and paffing cruell, who by fauour of king Antigonus was made
Tyran of that City and like a Tyran gouerned his countrye by
abufe of his authority with newe wronges, and flraunge crueltyes
vexing and afflifting the poore Cityzens and all hys people
which chaunced not fo much for that of himfelf he was cruel and
tyrannous, as for that his counfellours and chiefe aboute him were
barbarous and vicious men, to whom he committed the charge of
his kyngdome and the guarde of his perfon: but amonges all his
mifchiefes wrongfully done by him which were innumerable, one
committed agaynft Philodemus (the fame which afterwarde was
the caufe of the depriuation of his lyfe and kingdome) is fpecially
remembred. This Philodemus had a daughter called Micca, that
not onely for hir chaft qualityes and good condicions whiche vertuoufly flourifhed in hir but for her extreame and goodly beautye,
was in that citty of paffing fame and admiration. With this
:

maiden one of the Tyrant's guarde called Lucius
VOL. II.

fayfe

fel

in loue,

O
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if it

deferue to be called loue, and not the rather, as the end ful wel

and beaftly

declared, a moft filthy

lufl:

:

this

Lucius was deerly belo-

ued of Ariftotemus, for the fiendifh refemblance and wicked nerenefle of his vile

and abhominable condicions and therfore feared and
owne perfon for which caufe this Lucius
:

obeied as the Tyrante's

:

yeomen of

fent one of the

the kinge's

chamber

to

commaunde

Philodemus at an appoynted hour, al excufes fet apart, to bring his
daughter vnto him. The parentes of the mayden hearing this
fodayne and fearful mefuage, conftrayned by Tyrante's forfe and
fatal neceffity, after many tears and pittious fighes, began to perfwade their daughter to be contented to goe with him, declaringe
vnto her the rigour of the magiftrate that had fente for hir the
extremety that would be executed, and that ther was no other
remedy but to obay. Alas, how fore agaynft their willes, with

what trembling

gefture,

this tender pufill

were

dreadefull meffage,

But

this gentle

all

with what horror the good parentes of

affefted, to coufider the purpofe of that

dere fathers and naturall mothers can

mayden Micca which was

tell.

of nature ftoute, and

yet vertuoufly leflbned with fundry good and holfome inftrufitions
from hir Infante's Age was Determined rather to Dye, then to
fuffer her felfe to be Defloured.
This vertuous Mayden fell downe
Proftrate at her Father's Feet, and clafping him faft about the
Knees, louingly did pray him, and Pitifully befought him, not to
fuffer hir to bee haled to fo filthy and vile an office, but rather with

the piercing blade of a two edged fword to

kill her,

that therby fhe

might be rid from the violation of thofe fleflily and libidinous varlets,
faying, that if her virginity were taken from hir, fhe fhould Hue in
eternal reproch and fhame.
As the father and daughter were in
thefe termes, Lucius for the long tariance and delaye, dronke with
the Wine of lechery, made impacient and furious, with curfed
fpeede pofted to the houfe of Philodemus, and finding the maiden
proftrate at her father's feete weeping, her head in his lappe with
taunting voice and threatning woordes commaunded prefently
without longer delay ftie fliould ryfe and go with him She refufing his hafty requeft, and crying out for Father's help, who
:

(God wot)

durft not

refift,

ftoode

ftill

and would not goe: Lucius

feeing hir refufal ful of furie and proude difdaine, began furioufly

1
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by the garments, vpon whofe ftruggling he tare hir
and furnitures of hir head and fhoulders, that hir alablafter
necke and bofome appeared naked, and without compaffion tare
and whipte hir flefli on euery fide, as the bloud ranne downe, beating that tendre flefh of hirs with manifold and greuous blowes.
O vile tirant, more wood and fauage than the defert beafl: or
mountaine Tigre could cruelty be fo deepely rooted in the hart
of man which by nature is afFedted with reafon's inftinfl:, as without
pity to lay handes, and violently to hurt the tendre body of a harmlefle Maidee?
Can fuch inhumanity harbor in any that beareth
aboute him the fhape of man? But what did this martyred maiden
for all this force? Did fhe yeld to violence, or rendre hir felf to the
difpofition of this mercileffe man ? No furely. But with fo great
ftoutnefl^e of mind, fhe fuffred thofe imprefled wounds, that no
one word founding of forrow, or womanly fhriech was heard to
found from hir delicate mouth
howbeit the pore father and
miferable mother at that rueful and lamentable fight, moued with
inward grief and natural pity, cried out aloude. But when they
to hale hir
kirtle

:

:

fawe that neyther playnt nor fayre fpeech coulde deliuer their
Daughter out of the hands of that cruell monfl:er, they began with

open cryes and horrible exclamation to implore helpe and fuccour
at the handes of the immortall Gods, thinking that they were vnworthely plaged and tormented. Then the proud and moft barbarous wretch, moued and difquieted by cholers rage and fume of
chafinge Wyne, fodaynly catched the mofl: conftant virgin by the
hayre of the head, and in her father's Lap did cut her white and
tender throte. O detefl:able faft, right worthy iufl; reuenge. But
what did this vnfaythfull and cruell Tyrant Arifl:otimus, when by
the bluftering bruit of people's rage he heard of this vengeable
murder, not only he fliewed himfelfe contented wyth the faft, but
had him in greater regard than before, and towards them which

made complaint
and executed.

hereof, greater cruelty

For in open

ftreat,

and mifchyefe was done

lyke beaftes in the Shambles,

they were cut and hewed in peeces, which feemed to
thys bloudy and vnlawfuU a£t
pelled the cytty.

:

the

reft

murmur

Eight hundred of thefe exiled perfons
adioyninge to Epirus, which now

Etolia (a prouince

at

were baniflied and exfled into
is

called

2
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Albania.)

Thofe people

fo banifhed

inftant fute to Ariftotimus to fufFer

to

them

:

out of theyr country, made

Wyues and

chyldren to repayre

but theyr fuite was in vayne, their peticions and fup-

and difperfed into the
after, he caufed by
dayes
few
wyndes notwithftandinge, within
found of trumpet to be openly proclaymed, that it fhould be lawful

made

plycations feemed to be

to the deafe,

:

wyues and chyldren of the banifhed to paffe wyth their
baggage and furniture to theyr hufbands in ^tolia. This Proclamation was exceeding ioyfuU to al the women whofe hufbands
were exiled, which at the leaft by common report were the numbre
of 6 hundreds and for more credite of that Proclamation, the
wicked Tyrant did ordayne, that al the company fhould depart
vpon a prefixed day. In the meane time, the ioyful Wyues glad
to vifit their poore hufbands, prepared horfe and wagon, to
The appoynted day of their departure out
cary theyr prouifions.
of that City being come, all of them aflembled at a certayne gate

for the

:

affygned for their repayre,

who

their little children in their

hands bearing vpon theyr heads theyr

that time together reforted with

garments and furnitures, fome onhorfeback, and fome beftowed in
the wagons according as ech of theyr flates required

:

when

al

things wer in a readineffe to depart, and the gate of the City

opened, they began to

iffue forth.

the City walles, and had

They wer no

behind them the

foner gone out of

of theyr natibut the Tyrants guard and Sergeants brake vpon them, and
before they were approched they cried out to ftay and go no
further vpon pain of theyr Hues.
So the pore amazed women,
left

foile

uity,

contrarry to the promife of the Tyrant, wer forced to

retire.

Which

fodain countremaund was forowful and woful vnto the afflifted
flock

Then

:

but there was no remedy, for precede they could not.

Termagants and villains caught theyr horfe by the
bridles, and droue back again theyr wagons, pricking the pore
oxen and beafts with theyr fpeares and lauelins, that horrible it is
thofe

man and beft, in fuch wyfe as the
wot) contrary to their defyres, were

to report the tyrany vfed towards

pore miferable

women (God

Som alack fell of
babes in theyr lappes, and were

forced in difpyte of theyr teeth to retourn.

theyr horfe wyth theyr

little

miferably troden vnder

the

horfefeete,

and ouerrun with the

3
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wheles of the wagons theyr brains and guts gufhing out through
the weight and comberance of the cariage, and (which was moft
pitiful)

much

one of them not able to help an other, and

lefle

to

yong and tendre fucking babes, the vyle fergeants
forcing ech wight with theyr ftaues and weapons maugre theyr
defirous mindes to reenter the City. Many died by the conftrained
meanes out of hand, many were troden vnder the horfefeete, and
many gafping betwene life and death but the greatefl: foart of
the litle infants were flaine out of hand, and crulht in pyeces:
thofe whych remayned alyue, were commytted to Pryfon, and the
goods which they caryed wyth them altogyther feafed vpon by
the tyrant. Thys wycked and cruell fafte was moft intollerable
and greeuous vnto the Cytyzens of Elis, wherevppon the holy dames
confecrated to the God Bacchus, adorned and garnyflied wyth
theyr pryeftly Garments, and bearyng in theyr Handes the facred
myfteryes of theyr God, as Ariftotimus was paflyng through the
Streete garded with hys Souldyers and Men of Warre, wente in
refcue theyr

:

hym oute. The Sergeauntes for the reuerence
women difclofed, and gaue them place to enter

proceflyon to fynde
of thofe religious

in before the Tyrant.

He

feing thofe

Women

apparelled in that

and bearing in their hands the facred Bachanal myfteries,
ftoode ftil, and with filence heard what they could fay: but when
he knew the caufe of their approch, and that they wer come to
make fute for the poore imprifoned women, fodainly poflefled
guife,

with a diuelifh rage, with horrible hurly burly, bitterly reprehended
his garrifon for fuffering thofe

Then hee commaunded

women

to

come

fo

neare him.

that they fhould be expelled from that

place without refpeft, and condemned euery of them (for their
prefuming to intreat for fuch caitiue prifoners in 11. Talents a
After thefe mifchiefs committed by the tyrant, Hellanicus
piece.

one of the pryncipal and

beft

efteemed perfons of the City, although

that he was decrepite, and for age very weake and feeble, cared

not yet to aduenture any attempt what foeuer,

fo it

might extend

to the deliuery of his countrey from the vnfpeakable tyranny of

moft cruel Ariftotimus. To this gray haired perfon, bicaufe he
was of aged yeares, void of children which were dead, this Tyrant
gaue no great hede ne yet emploied any care, thinking that he
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was not able to

mean

raife

any mutine or tumult in the City. In the
which as I haue fayd before, were banifhed

fpace, the Citizens,

amongs them felves to proue their Fortune,
and to feeke al meanes for recouery of their countrey, and the
death of Ariftotimus wherfore hauing leuied and aflembled certaine bands of Souldiers, they marched forth from their bannifhed
into Etolia, pradtyfed

:

and neuer refted till they had gotten a place hard adioyning to their City, where they might fafely lodge, and with great
commodity and aduantage befige the fame, and expel the tyrant
feat,

As

Ariftotimus.

the bannifhed were incamped in that place,

and ioyned with them, by
which auxiliaries and daily aflemblies they grew to the
Ariftotimus certified hereof by his efpials
ful num.bre of an army
was brought into a great chafe and fury, and euen now began to
but yet meaning to forefee hys beft
prefage his fall and mine
aduantage, went vnto the pryfon where the Wyues of the banifhed
were faft inclofed, and bicaufe he was of a troublefome and tyrannical nature, he concluded with him felf rather to vfe and intreat
thofe wiues with feare and threates, than with humanity and
fayre wordes
being entred the pryfon, hee fharpely and wyth
great fierceneffe commaunded them to write vnto their hulbands
that befieged him without, earneftly to perfuade them to giue

many

citizens of Elis daily fled forth,

reafon of

:

:

:

ouer theyr attempted warres
follow the effeft of
wil

firft

them by

:

" Otherwyfe (fayd he)

my commaundement,

caufe cruelly to be flayne al your

in your
little

if

own

ye do not
prefence I

Children, tearyng

and afterwardes I wyll caufe you
to be whipped and fcourged, and fo to dye a moft cruel and
fhamefull death." At which fierce and tyrannycal newes, there
was no one woman amongs them that opened theyr mouthes to
anfwer him the moft wycked and vile tyrant feing them to be
piece meale in pieces,

:

them vpon theyr Hues to anfwer what
they were difpofed to doe: but although they durft not fpeake a
word, yet with filence one beholding eche other in the face, fared
in fuch filence, charged

though they cared not for hys threats, more ready rather to dye
his comaundement.
Megiftona then, which was the
wife of Timolion, a matrone aswell for hir hufband's nobility as hir
owne vertue, in great regard and eftimation, and the chief amongs
as

than to obey

5
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the

Women, who

at his

comming

2 1

in would not

rife,

but kept

her place, nor vouchfafing to doe any reuerence or honor vnto

hym, and the

like fhe bad the reft in this wyfe fitting vpon the
ground with vnlofed tongue and liberty of fpeach, ftoutly fhe
anfwered the tyrant's demaund in this manner " If there were in
:

:

thee, Ariftotimus,

any manly prudence, wifedome, or good

dis-

thou wouldeft not commaund vs poore imprifoned
women to write vnto our hufbands, but rather fuffer vs to goe
vnto them, and vfe more moderate wordes and myld behauiour,
than wherewith of late thou diddeft entertaine vs, by fcofBng,
cretion, truly

mocking, and cruelly dealyng with vs, and oure pore children
and if now thou being voyd of all hope, doeft feeke to perfuade

by our meanes

likewife to deceiue our hufbands, that be

hither to put theyr

Lyues in

come

Peryll for our deliveraunce, I aflure

felfe, for wee henceforth do purpofe
neuer to bee deceyued of the: wee require thee alfo to thinke

the thou vainly begileft thy

and ftedfaftly beleeue, that our hufbands heades bee not fo mutch
bewitched with Folly, as defpyfing their Wyves and Chyldren,
Neglefting their duetyes towards them, wyll, being in this forwardnefle,

abandon

of theyr countrey

:

their preferuation

and geeve ouer the Liberty

think alfo that they

little

efteme or

wey the

regard of vs, and theyr children, in refpedt of the great contenta-

by vnyoking the liberty of theyr countrey
from thy pride and intollerable bondage, and which is worft of
for if thou
al, from that tyranny which neuer people felt the like
tyrant,
if
as
thou
art
a
thou
were
were a king
a Gentleman borne
of noble kind as thou arte a flaue, proceding from the deuil, thou
tion they fhal attaine

:

wouldeft neuer execute thy curfed cruelty againft a feble kind,

fuch as

women

bat with

my

be,

and wereft thou alone ioyned

in Angular

com-

valyant and dere beloued hufband, thou durft not

hand to hand

to

fhew thy face

:

for

commonly

it

is

the Courtly RufFyan backed on wyth fuch mates as he

feene, that
is

himfelf,

careth not what attempt he taketh in hand, and ftares with hayre
vpright, loking as though he would kil the deuyll, but

Prynce's foe,
in the fight,

when he

is

and in order to encountre with his
vpon the fmall fway by fhocke or pufti that chaunceth
he is the firft that taketh flyght, and lafte that

preaft to feruyce of the field,

6

2

:

ARISTOTIMUS THE TYRANT.

1

ftandeth to the face of hys ennimy.
for fo long as our hufbands

wer

Such kind of man

art thou,

farre of, abfent fro theyr Country,

rid vs from thy thral, thou wroughteft thy malyce
then againft theyr wyues at home, doyng the greateft cruelty
towardes them and theyr fuckyng babes, that euer deuyl could do

not able to

vpon the damned

and now thou feeft them arriued here vnder
flyeft and feekeft help at women's hands,
ferued them according to their willes, would

fort,

our country walles, thou

whofe power

if it

the fruit of thy commytted fmart." And as flie
would haue preceded further in hir liberal talk, the Caytife tyrant
not able to abyde any further fpeach, troubled beyond meafure,
prefently commaunded the litle child of hir to be brought before
him, as though immediatly he would haue killed him, and as his
feruants fought him out, the mother efpied him playing amongs
other children, not knowinge for his fmall ftature and lefTe yeres,
wher he was becom, and calling him by his name, faid vnto him
"My boy, come hither, that firft of al thou mayfl: lofe thy life,
to feele the proufe and haue experience of the cruel tyranny
wherin we be, for more grieuous it is to me to fee the ferue
againft the nobility of thy bloud, than difmembred and torn in
As Megiftona ftoutly and vnfearfully
pieces before my face."
had fpoken thofe words, the furious and angry tyrant drew forth

make

thee

taft

his gliftring blade out of the fheath, purpofing

to

have flaine

the gentlewoman, had not one Cilon the familiar freend of Aris-

timus ftayd his hand, forbidding him to commit an adt fo cruel.
This Cilon was a fayned and counterfayt frend of the tyrant, very

conuerfant with other his familiar frends, but hated him with deadly

and was one of them that with Hellanicus had confpired
againft the tyrant. This gentleman then feeinge Ariftotimus wyth
fo great fury to waxe wood agaynft Megiftona, imbraced him, and
fayd, that it was not the part of a gentleman proceeding from a
Race righte honourable, by any meanes to imbrue hys Handes in
Woman's bloud, but rather the figne and token of a cowardly
hatred,

knyght, wherfore he befought him to ftay his hands.

Ariftotimus

perfuaded by Cilon, appeafed his rage, and departed from the
imprifoned women. Not long after, a great prodige and wonder

appeared in this fort

:

before fupper the tyrant and his wyfe with-
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drue themfelues into their chambefj and being there, an Egle was
feene to foare ouer the tyrante's palace, and being aloft, by

and

little

from her tallands a huge and
great ftone vpon the top of that chamber, with clapping wings and
flying noyfe foared vp againe, fo far as flie was cleane out of fight
little

to defcend,

and

letting fal

from them that did behold hir. With the rumor and fliouts of
thofe that faw this fight, Ariftotimus was appalled, and vnderflanding the circumfl:ance of the chaunce, hee fent for his diuine
to declare the fignification of this Augurye, which greatly troubled
his

minde.

The Southfayer bad him

to be of good chere, for that

and loue which lupiter bare vnto
him. But the prophet of the City whom the Cytizens had wel
tryed and proued to be faithfull and trufty, manifefted vnto
them the great daunger that hong ouer the tyrant's head, futch as
the lyke neuer before. The confederats which had confpired
wyth Hellanicus, made great fpeede to profecute theyr enterprife,
and the next night to kil the tyrant. The very fame night Hellanicus dreamed that he faw his dead fonne to fpeak vnto him thefe
woords: "What meane you father this long tyme to fleepe, I
am one of your fonnes whom Aristotimus hath flayne, know you
not that the fame day you attempt your enterpryfe, you Ihalbe captaine and prince of your country ? "
By this vifion Hellanicus
confirmed, he rofe bytimes in the morninge, and exhorted the confpirators that day to execute the benefit of their country.
That
time Ariftotimus was certified how Craterus the Tyrant of another
Citty, with a great army, was comming to his ayde agaynft the
Banifhed people of Elis, and that hee was arriued at Olympia, a
Citty betweene the mount Oflla, and the mountayne Olympus.
With whych newes Ariftotimus beinge incouraged, thought already that he had put to flight and taken the banifhed perfons,
which made him to aduenture hymfelfe abroade wythout Guard
or garrifon, accompanied only wyth Cilon and one or two of his
familiar frendes, the very fame time that the confpiratours were
it

did portend the great fauour

aflembled to do the fadle.

Hellanicus feeing the time fo conue-

nient to deliuer his beloued countrey by the death of thetraiterous
tirant,

not attending any figne to be geuen to his companions

(although the fame was concluded vpon) the lufty old

man

liftinge
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vp

his

handes and eyes vnto the heauens, with cleare and open

voyce cried out to his companions and fayd

:

"Why

ftay yee,

O

my

Cityzens and louinge countrymen, in the face of your Citty to
finifh this good and commendable aft? "
At whych words, Cilon

was the firft which with his brandifliing blade killed one of tbofe
that wayted vpon the Tirant.
Thrafibulus then and Lampidus
aflayled Ariftotimus, vpon whofe fodayne approche, he fled into
the Temple of lupiter, where hee was murdred with a thoufand
wounds vpon his body, accordingly as he deferued. He beinge
thus deferuedly flayne, his body was drawen vp and down the
flreetes, and proclamation of liberty founded vnto the people
whereunto ech Wyght aflembled, amonges whom the imprifoned
Women alfo brake forth, and reioyfed with their countrey deliuerers of that egregious enterprife, by fires and bankets outwardly
difclofinge their exceedinge great ioy wythin, and in mid of their
mirth the people in great thronges and companies ranne to the
Tyrant's Palace, whofe Wyfe hearinge the people's noyfe, and
certified of her hufband's death, inclofed her felfe in a chamber
with her two daughters, and knowinge how hatefull fhe was vnto
the Citizens, with a faftned cord vpon a beame flie hong hir felfe.
The chamber dores being broke open, the people viewed the horrible fight of the fl:rangled

Lady, wherewithall not mooued they

tooke the two tremblinge Daughters of the Tyrant, and caryed

them away, purpofinge

and Violate the fame, firfte to
and afterwardes to kyll them (thofe gentlewomen were very beautiful and
mariageable) and as they were about to do that fhamefull deede,
Megiftona was told thereof, who accompanied with other Matrons
that vncomely it were
fliarpelye rebuked theire furye fayinge
to Rauifh

faciate their luft with the fpoyle of theire virginitye,

:

for

them which fought

to eftabliflie a ciuill ftate, to do fuch a

fhameles aft as tyrant's rage would fcarce permit.

Vpon

that

noble matron's auftoritye and interception, they ceafled from their

and then the woman tooke the virgins out of the
and brought them into the chamber where there
And vnder ftanding howe it was decreede
ftrangled mother was.
that none of the tyrante's bloudefliould reft a Hue fhee turned her
" The chiefeft
face to the two yonge gentlewomen and fayde
filthy

faft

:

people's handes,

:

:
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can do vnto you, refteth in this choyfe, that

by knyfe or

halter, if

it

you wil to difpatch your Hues from the

vppon whofe two whyte and tender

headles peoples greatter fury,

bodyes

if

they do feaze the goddes do

cruelty and great abufe which they do

knowe and we do feare the
mean to vfe, I thinke not

for defpyte of you, but for the iuft reuenge of
father's a£les, for the

der

1

be lauful for eyther of you to chofe what kind of death you

fliall
lift,

which

2

downe the

tyrannous

boltes

life

of

whom

your moft

cruell

the goddes do thun-

of their difpleafure, afflifting his neareft

blood and beftbeloued wyfe and children, with vengeance poured

Vppon

from heauens."

the fentence of this the fatall ende, the

mayden of the twayne vnlofed a gyrdle from her middle,
and began to tye the fame to hang hir felfe, exhorting her yonger
fifter to do the lyke
and in any wife to beware by fparing of her
life, to incur the beaftly rage of the monftruous people, which
cared not to do ech vile and filthy aft, vnworthy theyr eftate.
elder

:

The yonger
corde,

fifter

at thofe wordes, layd handes

and befought

hir right earneftly

firft

vpon the faftened

of al to fuffer hir to die.

the elder aunfwered " So long as it was lawfull for
and whiles we led our princely time in our father's
courte, and both were free from enimie's danger, all things betwene
vs two were common and indifferent, wherefore the gods forbid

Wherevnto

me

:

to liue,

(that

now

the gates of death be opened for vs to enter,

when

with the Ghoftes of our deere Parentes our foules amids the infernall fieldes be predeftined to

make

raunge and wander) that
Therfore goe to good

denyall of thy requeft.

and flirink not when thou
confume vs all but yet
:

I

(houlde

fifter

mine,

the vgly face of her, that muft

feeft

(dere

fifter)

the deadly fight of thee

my felfe, will breede to me the woe and fmart of double
death." When flie had fo fayd, flie y elded the coller to her fifter,
before

and counfelled
ftiee

hir to place the

fame

fo neere the

necke bone as

might

ftop her breath.

could, that the fooner the halter's force

When
of the

fifter was dead, the trembling hands
maid vntied the girdle from her neck, couer-

the vnfearefull yonger
dredlefl^e elder

ing in comely wife her

Megiftona,

flie

fenfeleflTe corps.

humbly prayd

be feene naked, but fo fone as

Then turning

flie

could, to

hir felf to

two bodies to
bury them both in one

hir not to fuffer their
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Earthly graue, referring the frutes of their virginity to the mould

wherof they came.
any ftay or feare at

When

(he

had fpoken thefe wordes, without

felfe fame corde fhe ftrangled
and fo finifhed her fatal dayes. The guiltlefle death of
which two tender maydes there was none of the citizens of Elis
(as I fuppofe) fo ftonye hearted and voyde of Nature's force^ ne
yette fo wrothe agaynfl: the tyrant father, but did lament, as wel
all,

with the

herfelfe

and manner of their death, as for their
maydenlyke behauiour and right honeft petitions made to that
noble matrone Megifthona, who afterwardes caufed the other
dames to bury thofe two bodyes in one graue, O how
happy and famous had thefe two fifters bene, if they
had not bene the daughters of fo wicked and

for the conflant ftoutenes

cruel]

a father

?

But parentes

offence or

childrens trefpas ought not to deface

the vertuous dedes of their
pofterity.
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THE SIXTH NOUELL.
The maruaylous courage and amlition of a gentlewoman called
Tanaqvil, the Queene and wife of Tarqvinivs Prifcvs the Jift
Roman king, with his perfuqfons and pollicy to Mr hujbande for
his

aduauncement

to

the kingdom, her lyke encotiragement of

Servivs Tvllivs, wherein alfo

is

defcrihed the amlition of one of

daughters of Servivs Tvllivs thejixt Roman king, and her
cruelty towards her owne natural father : with other accidents

the

it,

chaunced in the new ereSied common welth of Rome, fpecially of
Romane king Tarqvinivs Svperlvs, who with murder at-

the Iqfl

teined the kingdome, with

murder maynteined

it,

and hy the mur-

der and infolent lyfe of hisfonne was with al his progeny lanifhed.

Angus Marcius beynge

the fourthe king (after

builder of that Cittye) there

came

to dwell in

Romulus the firfl:
one Lucumo,

Rome

a lufty gentleman, ryche and defirous of honour,

who determined

The fame Lucumo was the fon
of one Demaratus, a Corinthian, that for fedition fled his owne
countrye, and dwelt in Hetruria amonge the fl;ocke of the Tarquines and after he was maried he begat ii. fons, one of them
was this Lucumo, and the other was called Aruns. Lucumo was
heire to his father, for that Aruns died before leaning his wife
gret with child, the father not knowing that his daughter in law
was with child, gaue nothing in his wil to his nephew for which
caufe the child was called Aruns Egerius Lucumo being the fole
heire of his father, maried a noble woman named Tanaquil, and

to continue his habitation there.

:

:

bicaufe the Thufcans could not abide to fee a {Iraunger grow to
abundance of welth and authoritie, fhee defpifed hir owne countrey rather than fhe would fufFer her hufband in any wife to be
difhonoured. Wherfore flie deuyfed to forfake the Tarquinians and
to dwel at Rome, where fhe thoughte among that honourable forte
and new erefted ftate that her hufband beyng flout and valiant
For flie fliall be called to
fhould attayne fome place of refiaunce.

remembrance that Tatius the Sabine, Numa borne of the ftocke
of Curetes and Ancus, broughte forthe by a Sabine woman
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all

and became noble and mightye. Thus
of honoure eafily doth perfwade any de-

ftraungers, did rayne

ambicion and
uyfe:

deiire

wherfore carying with

them

fubftance they

their

all

chaunced when they came to laniculmn,
as he and his wife were fitting in a Wagon^ an Eagle hooueringe
hir wings ouer LucumOj fodenly toke away his Cappe, which don
repaired to

Rome.

It

fhe foared ouer the

Wagon

with great

againe, as though he had bene

force,

then fhe retourned

commaunded by fome

then foared away vp into the element.

Celeftyall

his head,

and

Tanaquil conceiuing

this

prouidence, and aptly placed his cappe againe

vpon

fome Augurie or Prophecie, being cunning in that knowledg (as commonly all the people of Hetruria be) imbraced hir
hufband and willed him to be of good cheere and to expeft great
honour. And as they were ymagining and confulting vpon thefe
euentes, they entred the City, and when they had gotten a houfe
His
for him and his family, he was called Tarquinius Prifcus.
riches and great welth made him a noble man amonges the Romanes, and through his gentle entertainment and curteous behauioure, he wanne the good willes of many, in fo much as his fame
and good reporte was bruted through out the pallace. At length
he grew in acquaintance with the king him felfe, who feeing his
liberall demeanor and duetifull feruice, efteemed him as one of
his familiar and nere frends, and both in his warres and alfo at
home he imparted to him the fecrets of his counfell, and hauing
good experience of his wifedom, by his lafte will and teftament
appointed him to be tutor of his children. Ancus raigned xxiiii.
yeres, a man in peace and Warre, in pollicy and valiance with any of
his predeceflburs comparable his children were very yong, and for
that caufe Tarquinius was more inftant to fummon a parliament
When the day was come he fente the
for creation of a kyng.
young children abroade a huntyng, and then ambicloufly prefumed to demaunde the kyngdome, beinge the firft that euer ataft to be

'

:

tempted the like.

For the better conciliation and obteynyng of the

peoples good will, hee vttered his oration
require a ftraunge or
praftyfe, nor yet

am

newe thynge
the

firft,

:

:

"

I

do not prefume to

that was neuer before put in

but the third ftranger and foraine

borne that affedted and afpired this gouernment

:

for

which con-
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fideration there
uell

Is

no caufe why any

more than behoueth.

It

man ought

to

mufe or mar-

knowen that Tatius, not
an ennemy, was made king. Numa

is

onely being a ftranger but alfo
alfo
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euidently

was made king, being altogether a Forraine and Stranger borne,

not through his owne requeft, but rather voluntarily accited and
called thereunto

able to gouerne

Wyfe,

my

by the Romaynes

my

felfe, I

Children, and

chiefeft portion of

my

all

home

my

fubftance,

lyfe, fpecially after

to execute ciuile magiftery,

Rome

my

but for

:

parte, after I

repayred to dwell at

which

myne owne

I

Rome

with

was

my

where I haue fpent the
it was mature and able

chofe rather to beftowe at

I haue learned the
meete
to ferue abroade
Romane rites and lawes, afwell futch as be
in the warres, as alfo neceffary to be pra£lifed at hoame, at the

than at

in

country.

handes of mine olde maifter Ancus Martius your
mayfter right worthy and famous in
I

all

late king,

poyndles to bee followed

a
:

(hewed myfelfe an humble and obedient fubieft to the kyng

and in frendfhip and familiarity toward others, I contended with
When he had fpoken thofe woordes, which
in deede, were very true, wyth the whole confent of the people
he was faluted kynge and as all thynges fucceeded his Noble
requeft, euen fo after hee was fettled in hys kyngdome, hee gaue
himfelfe to amplifie the common wealth he chofe an hundred
graue perfons, whych he called the Fathers of the leffer Countryes.

the kyng himfelfe."

:

:

He

warred

firft

with the Latines, and

who bryngyng from
looked

for,

wan

the Citty of Appiolas,

thence a greater fpoyle and booty than was

ordayned richer and more gorgeous Playes than any
hee buylded certayne Galleries and other

of hys predeceffours

:

Forum, hee walled the City round
and as he was doing thefe things, the Sabines
interuented him vpon the fodayne, in fo much as they were pafled
the Ryuer of Anienes before the Romane hofte was in a readywhych was an occafion of great feare and ftyrre at Rome.
neffe
In the ende after the battayles were ioyned betweene them both,
a cruell and blouddy Slaughter was commytted, the viftorye falling
Then the Romanes fought meanes to renue
to neyther parte.
places of affembly aboute the

about wyth Stone

:

:

theyr force, by addyng to theyr armye a further bande of horfe-

men.

Wherefore Tarquinius

fent to the

Rammenfes,

Titienfes,

:
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bandes that Romulus had confcribed, hee added
other new troupes of horfemen, purpofing that the fame fhould
Luceres

:

to the

contynue in memorye of him after hys death and bicaufe Romulus dyd the fame without aduyfe of the Southfayers, one Accius
Nauius, the notableft Prophecier in thofe Dayes, wythftode that
:

conftitutyon, affyrmyng that

it

was not

lawfull for

him eyther

appoynt a newe order or to alter the olde, except the byrdes
and auguries did affent thereunto wherewith the kynge was disto

:

and deluding that Scyence, faid "Go to M. Southfayer:
tell me now " (quod he) " is it poffible to bring that to pafle
which I haue now conceiued in my mynd ? " " Yea/' quod the
Southfayer, " if you tel me what it is." " Then " quod Tarquinius,
"I haue deuifed that thou fhalte pare thine owne fkin with a
pleafed

:

and doe as thy byrdes doe portend
was reported he pared his owne Skin in
deede in memory whereof an Image of Accius was erected, with
his Head couered: after that tyme there was nothing attempted
rafer

and

therfore take thys knyfe

:

fignifie."

And

as

it

:

without thofe auguries.

Notwithftandyng, Tarquinius proceeded

and added to the Centurias an other number,
for that 1800 horfemen wer conteyned in the three Centuriae
the latter addytion was called alfo by the fame name, whych

in hys conftytutyon,

afterward were doubled into vi. Centurias.

When

hys

Numbre

was thus increafed, once again he ioyned battell wyth the Sabines,
who by a notable pollicy recouered a great victory and bicaufe
the Sabines doubled a frefli onfet without any order of battell
or good aduyfement, they were ouerthrowen, and then conthe City of Collatia, and
ftrained to make petition for peace
the Country confining vpon the fame, was taken from the Sa:

:

bines.

The Sabine warres beinge

in this forte ended, Tarqui-

tryumphaunt maner retourned to Rome. At that time
a prodyge and myraculous wonder chaunced to bee feene in the
The head of a Chyld whofe name was Seruius Tullius
Palace.
nius in

lying a flepe in the palace, was feene to burn.

brought to

fee

that myracle

:

and

The kyng was

one of his feruaunts was

as

going to fetch water to quench the

fire, he was flayed by the
Queene, who commaunded that the child fhould not once be

touched vntyll he awaked of hymfelfe

:

and

fo

foone as hee rofe
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from fleepe, the fire vanyfhed then fhe tooke hir hufbande afide,
and fayd " Doe you fee this Chyld whom we haue very bafely and
:

:

negligently brought vp?

I affure

you

fir

(fayd fhe)

onely fafeguard and defender of this our doubtfull
the preferuer of our houfehold

make much

of him^ that

is

when

it is afflyiSted

he wil be the

ftate,
:

and

will

wherefore

be

let vs

lyke to be the ornament and a worthy

After that they had accompted him
amongs the Number of theyr Chyldren, and traded him vp in thofe
Arts, which excyte all good difpofitions to afpyre vnto honour, the
pleafure of the Gods appeared in fhorte tyme for the child grew
to a royall behauior, in fo much, as among all the Romane youth
there was none more mete to mary the daughter of Tarquinius.
ftay to all our famyly."

:

This Seruius Tullius, was the fonne of one Seruius Tullius that

was a Captaine of a towne called Corniculum, at the apprehenfion
it chaunced that the fayd Tullius the father was flayue,
leaning his wife great with child the mother being a captiue and
bondwoman was delyuered of hir Child at Rome, in the houfe of
After Tarquinius had raigned 38 yeres, the
Prifcus Tarquinius.
yong man began to grow to great honor and eftimation, afwell
with the kinge himfelfe, as alfo with the Fathers. Then the Rowhereof,

:

manes conceiued a

hateful indignation againft the king, for that

to be the tutor and gouernour of Ancus
them from theyr ryght inheritance, and fpethat he himfelf was a ftranger, fearyng alfo that the

he being put in

trufl:

children, difplaced
cially for

kingdome fhould not return again to the eletlion of themfelues,
but degenerat and grow into feruile bondage. They alfo caled to
remembrance, that the city continued one hundred yeres after the
fublation of Romulus, an intier kingdome within one city, and
that

it

was a fhame

kind, to poffeffe

for

them

to fuffer a

bondeman, borne of

feruile

the fame, and would redounde to their perpetuall

ignominie, hauing the progenie of Ancus aliue, to fuffer the fame
to be open to ftrangers, and bondmen : wherefore they determined
to defend the griefe of that iniury, and to be reuenged rather

vpon Tarquinius, than upon Seruius. In fine, they committed the
execution of that faft to two {hepherds chofen out for that purpofe

they

:

who

fell

VOL.

deuifed this pollicy

:

before the entry into the Palace

togyther by the eares, vpon
II.

whych

fray al the kinge's
P

:
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officers

aflembled and repaired thither to

falling out,

when they were

know

the caufe of theyr

parted, they appealed to the king,

beyng
and one of

with fuch exclamation as they were heard to the Palace

both of them

called before the king,

fell

to brauling,

:

them ftriued of purpofe to hinder the tale of the other. The king's
fergeant rebuked them, commaunding them to tel theyr tales in
order: when they were a lyttle quieted, one of them beginneth
to difcourfe the tale.

And

as the

king was attentife to heare the

plaintif, the other tooke vp a hatchet and threw it at the kyng,
and leauing thee weapon ftickinge in the wound, they conueyed
theymfelues out of the dores. Thofe that wayted vpon the kynge,
made hail to releeue him, and the Sergeantes followed to apprehend the malefaftors. Wyth that a hurly burly rofe amongs the

people, euery
quil

man

commaunded

maruellinge what the matter fhoulde be.

Tana-

the Palace Gates to be fhut, and feeketh remedy

though fome hope fayled of his recouery,
(whych maried her daughter) and
fhewed vnto him her dead hufband, holdinge him faft by the right
hande, fhee intreated hym that he would not fuffer the death of
his father in the law to be vnreuenged, to the intent he might not
to cure her hufband, as

fhe called Seruius before her

be ridiculous to the traytours, faying to him further thefe wordes
" If thou bee a man of thy handes (O Seruius) the kyngdome is

thyne and not

theirs,

which thus cruelly by the handes of other

haue committed thys abhominable faft

:

wherefore put forth thy

and the Gods be thy guide: for they did portend this noble
head to be the gouernour of this city, at fuch tyme as they circumfelf,

fufed the

fame with a

fire

defcending from aboue.

uenly flame excite thy courage

:

Let that heawe beyng
Thinke and confider what

be throughly awaked

ftraungers fometimes haue raigned.

:

and not from whence thou camell: if the ftrangenefle of the
cafe do affray the, my counfel from time to time fhall relieue thee."
The cry and ftirre of the people being vnmefurable, that one
could fcarfe heare an other, Tanaquil opened the windowes that
had their profpeft to the new way (for the king dwelt at the
temple of lupitor Stator) and then fpake to them in thys wyfe
"Be of good cheere (good people) the king is but amazed with
thou

art,

the fodainefle of the ftroke, the

wound

is

not very deepe, for euen

:
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nowe he

is

come agayne

opened and drefled there
fewe dayes you

to

hym

hym

:

execute the lawes, and to doe

:

I trufl:

within thefe

meane time, I pray you
Tullius, who is appointed to

in the

to fliewe your obedyence to Seruius

my

and the wounde being

good hope of Hfe

is

fhall fee

felfe,
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all

other affayres in the abfence of

Seruius occupyinge the ftate and authoritye of

hulbande."

the kyng, executed the lawes in fome cafes, and in other feme

made the people beleue that he would confult with the king him
The death of the king was concealed and kept clofe a certaine fpace til fuch tyme as Seruius had gathered his force about
him. After the death of the kynge was difclofed, Seruius beinge
garded with a ftrong garrifon, toke vpon him to be king, not by
the confente of the people, but by the will of the Fathers. The
children of Ancus vnderftanding that the kyng was aliue, and
that Seruius power and force was greate, conveyed themfelues in
felfe.

Pometia: and

exile to Suefla

leafte

the children of Tarquinius

fhould attempte lyke enterpryfe againft him, as the children of

Ancus

did agaynft Tarquinius, hee

maryed

ii.

of his daughters to

Lucius and Aruns the chyldren of Tarquinius.
of

man

But yet the

deuife

could not breake the neceffity of fate and conftellatyon,

gouernment, made
thyngs vnftable and vnfaythfull amongs domeftical frends
but yet to quyet and pacyfye the prefent tyme, warre was renued

for the hatred conceiued in defire of ambicious
all

with the Veientes, and other Cytyes of Hetruria

tune and valiance of Tullius excelled

:

for

and

ouerthrow to the ennimy, leaft the people's
paffe a notable

inftituted a certaine yerely taxe

charge

all

given an

fathers

good wil

Rome who then attempted
worke in the common wealth. He

fhould be withdrawne, he retourned to

and broughte to

wherein the For-

:

when he had
:

and reuenew, to

fatiffie

and

dif-

charges fufteined in the time of peace and warre, with

fundry other notable lawes and deuifes for the defence of the publique ftate.

After that he had muftered the whole numbre of the

Citizens in the

field called

and as Fabius Pi£tor
beare armure.

Then

Martins, the fame amounted to lxxx.m.

faith,

there were fo

many

that were able to

the hilles Quirinalis, Viminalis and Exquiliae,

were added to the Citye.

He compafTed the town

round about wyth

a vamure,enuironyng the fame with a double trench.

He

deuyded
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Romanes into v. bandes called Clafles^ and into Centurias,
whych bee bandes of an hundred men. He alfo builded a temple

the

to Diana^ with the helpe

Amongs

and

affiftance of

the Sabines there chaunced an

Oxe

the Latine people.
in the

Houfe of an

Man

to bee broughte forth, of an huge bignelTe and
maruellous fhape (the homes whereof were placed at the porche of

Hufbande

Diana's temple for a

monument long time

after.)

The South-

where the fame Oxe fhoulde be firft facrificed
to Diana, there the Chyefe empire and principall gouernement
fliould remaine
which prophecie came to the knowledge of the
Chyefe minifter of Diana hir Temple. One of the Sabin's expefting for a day mete to be employed in that facrifice, brought the
fayde Oxe to Rome to the Temple of Diana, placing the fame

fayers prophecie that

:

before the altar.

The

chiefe Minifter calling to

remembrance the

and faw that the greatnefle of that facrifice fhould be
"What doft thou
famous, fpake to the Sabine thefe wordes
to Diana,
facrifice
meane (thou impure Straunger) to prepare
before thou bee purified and clenfed in the lyuelye Riuer of Tiber ?
Here belowe in this valley the fayde riuer doth runne go get
the hence and wafh the."
The Sabine attached with a religious
feare, goeth downe to the Riuer, and while he is waftiing himfelfe
a Romane doth offer the Sacrifice, which was right acceptable
both to the kyng and his country. The king althoughe that
of longe tyme he had raigned, yet vnderftoode that the elder
Tarquinius which was maried to one of his daughters, did bragg
and report eftfones that his father in law obteined the gouernment
and kingdom without the confent of the people wherfore the king
through his lyberalyty by dyuyding the conqueft atchyeued of the
oracle,

:

:

:

Ennymye amongs the common people, conciliated theyr fauor and
good wils in fo much as he affirmed that he would raign in des:

pite of them all, and that there

with a more generall confent

was no king at any tyme that raigned
:

all

whych

He had

defire of Tarquinius.

Aruns, being of a quiet and gentle
ried

did nothing diminifh the

name was
Both they martwo of the king's daughters, which were of manners and con-

hope and

ditions very vnlike.

a Brother whofe

difpofition.

The yonger daughter being

the wife of Aruns,

the fliarper flirewe, and fiercer of nature, feeing that hir hufbande
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was nothing giuen or plyant

to

match with
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hir vngracious deuice

or ambicious ftomackj attempted hir brother, whofe condicion

was
and fayd vnto him, that he was a Man in
deede, and one worthy to be accompted to be borne and proceede
of the bloud Royall. Then fhe began to contemne hir fifter, for

correfpondent to

hirs,

that fhe hauing fuch a

man

to hir hufbande,

would

fufFer

him

to

negledt fo meete and iuft occafion for recouery of the kingdom.

Their natures being of one difpofition, as
procureth an other,

al

commonly one myfchyefe

things began to be difquieted throughe the

attempt of that vngracious woman.

To

be fhorte, they two de-

uyfed meanes, that Aruns hys Brother, and the Elder Tullia hir
fifter

were

wicked

(lain

woman

:

which done, they two maried together.

The

ceafed not daylye to animate and prouoke hir

hufbande from one parricide to an other. And amongs all hir
wicked talke and cruel inftigations, fhe vfed thefe words " If thou
:

be that

man vnto whom

both hufband and king

I

thinke

I

am

maryed, then

I

wil call the

but if thou bee not bee, then the alteratyon
chaunged to the worfe, and cruelty is matched with cowardife.
But why doeft thou not put thy felfe in a readinefTe? Why thou
commeft not nowe from Corinthe, or from the Hetrurian Tarquines, to atchieue and conquere newe kingdoms as thy father did.
The familiar Gods and the Gods of thy countrey, the nobility of
thy father, and thy royal bloud, thy ftately feate within thine own
houfe, and thy name Tarquinius, do create and make kyng.
But
if in al thefe occafions thou dofl wante ftomacke, why doft thou
make the whole Citye conceyue a falfe opinion of thee ? Why
Auoide
doft thou not fhewe thyfelfe to be the fonne of a king ?
hence I fay, and go to the Tarquinians, or to Corinth, retire again
thou doft rather refemble thy brother's effeto thy firfte lynage
minate hart, than the valiant ftomacke of thy father." With
:

is

:

thefe wordes
fhe

hir felf

and futch

like, fhe

pricked forward hir hufbande, and

could in no wife bee quiet.

Then Tarquinius went

forth to the fathers of the lefTer countries,

remembraunce the

benefites vnto

defiring the like to bee fhewed

and

them by hys

called

to theyr

father extended,

and rendered vnto hym, he allured

the yonger fort of the City by giftes and other lyberall rewardes

promifing them

if

he atteined his purpofe, more frankly to recom-

"
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pence them.
fiue to

By

meanes the king became odious and

this

oifen-

Tarquinius feeing his time, guarded with a

the people.

bande of Men, entred the market place, wherewith the common
people were greatly abalhed, then he mounted into the palace,
and placed himfelfe in the royal feate of the fame, caufinge the
Fathers to be cited before hym by the haraulde, vnto whom he
repeted the petigree of Seruius, and his

kingdom.

As he was

hafte repayred to the Palace,

him

his place, fayd to

Tarquinius (quod he
I

am

firft

entrance into the

fpeaking thefe wordes, Seruius in great

and iindyng Tarquinius fitting in
"Why? what is the matter

thefe wordes:

Howe

?)

dareft thou be fo bolde fo long as

liuing to call the Fathers, or yet prefume to

Wherunto Tarquinius

fiercely replyed

:

fit

"That hee

in

my

feat

poflefled

?

but

the roume of his father, which was more mete for a king's fonne

and heyre, than for fuche a bondeman as hee was, and that hee
had long enough abufed his lordes and maifl:ers." Wherwithal a
great hurly burly and tumult began to rife by the fautors of both
parts, fo that he was like to attaine the Garland, which befl: could
daunce for it. Tarquinius forced to giue the lafte aduenture,
beynge more lufty and flironger than the other, tooke Seruius by
the myddle, and caryinge hym oute of the Courte, threwe hym

downe the

whyche done, hee caufed the Senate to retourne
Then the kynge wyth all hys trayne of OfFycers,

Staires,

into the Palace.

and other hys feruaunts ranne away, and as they were flying, hee
was flayne by thofe that Tarquinius fent after to purfue hym, in
the

fl:reete

called Cyprius.

father was flayne,

flie

Tullia vnderftandyng that Seruius hyr

bafhed not in hir

Wagon

to

come

into the

market place before all the aflTemblye there, called hir hufband out
of the Court, and boldly was the firfl: that called him king. But
being rebuked and commaunded by him to auoid out of that greate
throng of people, flie retired home agayn, and when fhe was pafte
the vpper ende of the faid fl:rete called Cyprius, the wagoner drytuing toward the right hand to the Hill called Exquilise, hee fl;ayed
the Wagonj and fliewed his Ladye the bodye of hyr Father, lyinge
dead in the fl:reete. In memory of which fhamefull and
vnnatural fad, long tyme after ther contynued a Monument for
the fame ftrete was called Vicus Sceleratus.
Some report that

fliarke

:

1
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wagon to be dryuen ouer the dead corps of hir
wyth the bloud of whom and hir hufband, hir wagon being
contaminated, fhe prefented the fame to hir Gods after which

llie

caufed the

father,

:

abhominable beginnings,
raigned xliiii. yeres.

whom

like

This Seruius Tullius

end enfued.

Then Tarquinius began

Superbus was added for his furname

to raigne, vnto

wicked fonne in
law would not fuifer the dead body of Seruius to be buried. His
confcience being pricked with the abhominable gaine of hys

kyngdom, fearying

:

this

might conceiue

alfo leaft other

like example,

he guarded his perfon with a band of armed men, executing

all

thinges wyth force and tyranny, contrary to the aduyfe and confents of the Senate

and people.

He

caufed the fautors and frendes

of Seruius to be put to death, whereby the

numbre

of the Fathers

was diminifhed, whofe places he fuffred none other to fupply,
of purpofe to bring that honourable order to contempt.
He gouerned the common welth by his own domeftical and priuate
Counfel: War, peace, truce, fociety of the Cyties adioining, he
vfed as he

lift,

without any further

cially regarded, to the intent that

more

aflent.

The Latines he

fpe-

through forreine aide hee might

home, with the chief of which country he
Manilius, a Tufculan born, was
the prince and chief ruler of that country, defcending from the
ftock of Vlifles, and the Goddefle Circes, if the fame be true, vnto
whom Tarquinius gaue his daughter in mariage by reafon wherof
he conciliated great alliance and frendes. Tarquinius beinge of
great authority among the Latines, appointed them vppon a day
to aflemble at a woode called Ferentina, there to intreat of matters concerninge both the ftates.
To which place the Latines
raign in

ioyned

furety at

affinity.

One Octauius

:

vpon the breake of the day, but Tarquinius came not
the Sunne was fet.
During whych time many things
them called Turnus Heramonges
were in talke. There was one
donius, whych in Tarquinius abfence had inueyed vehemently
agaynft hym, affirminge that it was no maruell though he was
For what prouder mock could
called Superbus by the Romanes.
be inforced to the Latines, than to make them wayt a whole day
"Dyuers Princes and Noblemen (quod he) that
for hi^ pleafure.
repaired

thither

till

dwel far

of,

be come according to the appointment, and he which
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firft

allotted the day,

is

not prefent.

appeareth in what fort he will vfe vs

And who

the foueraynty.

Heereby it moft euidently
he myghte once attayne

if

doubteth in thys so manyfeft appa-

rance^but that he went about to affe£t the Dominion of the Latines?

Romanes haue had iuft caufe to
Kyngdome had ben but gotten and not

If the

beleeue him, and

if their

violently rapt and ftolne by
mighte alfo beleeue hym, who being
but a ftraunger to them, had no great caufe to beleeue hym.
Hys owne fubiefts do repent the time that euer he bare rule For
fome be flayne and heaped vpon the dead bodies of other, fome be
what other frutes than thefe
banifhed, fome haue loft their goods

parricide, then the Latines

:

:

maye the Latine

people expefte and look for?

Therefore

if

they

would be ruled, he required euery man to returne home to his own
houfe, and geue no more attendaunce for the day of Counfel, than
he doth which firft appointed the fame." Thefe wordes and futch
like, this fedicious and defperat man declared Whofe talke Tarquinius interuented, and vpon his comming euery man conuerted him
felfe to falute him.
Then Tarquinius began to excufe his long tariaunce, for that he was appoynted an arbitrator betwene the father
and the fonne, for whofe reconciliation he was forced to ftay that
longe fpace, and to fpend the time of that day. Wherefore he appoynted the next day. The conceit of which excufe Turnuscould not
kepe fecret, but fayd that a matter betwene the fatherandthefonne
might be ended in few wordes for if the childe would not be obedient to his father, fome mifchyef muft needes lyght vppon him.
:

:

:

Tarquinius vnderftanding thefe inueftions

Turnus, immediatly deuyfeth meanes to

myght

againfte hym by
him, to the intent he

inculcate like terror to the Latines, that he did to his

fubiefits.

by

made

kil

And

bicaufe he

was not able to

owne

fort his purpofe to effeft

fecrete malice, he attempted to accufe

him

of Treafon, and

fuborned (by means of diuers of the Citty of Aricia) his owne man
whom with gold he had corrupted to bring in a forged accufation,
that his maifter had prepared in one night a number
with Munition and weapon to diftroy the Nobility of the
Latines, of purpofe to recouer the principalitye of the fame.
This

whych was
of

men

matter began to be fufpicious, by reafon of the Tumult made the
day beefore againft Tarquinius, and therefore the people the foner
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Turnus was condempned, and therefore
Who being laide vpon a
vpward, was throwen into the water of Ferrentina.
In

did credit the cafe.

a

new kind

Hurdle
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fine,

of death deuifed for him.

his face

This execution being done Tarquinius reuoked the Latines to
Counfel, wherein he praifed them for their luftice extended vpon

Turnus, and then fpake thefe wordes

:

" I may by an

old order

and

mutch vnto you. The whole nation of
the Latines defcending from the City of Alba are bounde to obferue
that truce which the Albanes wyth all their colonies annexing
themfelues to the Romane Empyre in the tyme of Tullius Hofticonftitution iuftlye fay thus

lius,

The renouation where*

were firmely obliged to accompliflie.

nowe conduce more aduauntage and

of will

euer

it

For throughe

did beefore.

this

vtylity to

them

al,

Truce the Latines

than
fhall

and participate parte of the profperous fucceffe of the
Romane people. Better it were in this fort to ioyne themfelues
togither, than to fee Deftruftion of either Cities, Depopulacions and
poflede

whych in the time of Ancus (my father
The like alfo (if you do forfake this
offer) ye may ftyll expefte and fuffer.'' The Latines herevnto were
foone perfwaded, a Day was appointed when the luftieft forte of
theyr Countrie fhould be ready armed at the wood called Ferren-

fpoiles of their countries,

then raygnyng) he

tina.

fuffered.

Being ioyned

Volfciens, and

in order of battel, they

wanne

marched towardes the

the Citye of Suefla Pometia, the fpoile wher-

of Tarquinius folde for xl. Talents, im ploying the fame vpon the

Temple of

when

lupiter.

Afterwards he aflaulted the Gabinians, and

he faw he coulde not by force obteyne the fame, he furmifed

a pollicy.

Who

feeming to bend him

ing of the Capitole and to

fet afide

uifed with his fonne Sextus,

felf

wholy vpon the build-

the affaires of his warres, de-

which was the youngefl of the

three,

that he fhould runne to the Gabinians, and complayne of his father's intollerable crueltye,

whych accordingly he

did.

Who fhew-

inge hymfelfe as a voluntarye exyle, fayd that hys father had conuerted hys tyrannye from other, and began to execute the fame

vpon
of his

owne freendes, and that he was alfo weary of the prefence
owne chyldren going about to remoue hys domeflicall con-

his

uerfants oute of hys houfe, as he had done the like out of the

Court, to the intent hee would leaue no offpring or heyre behinde

:
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him

to poflefle his

kingdome

:

adding further, that he was efcaped

euen through the midde of his father's weapons and fury, thincking
no place better for his fafegarde and refuge, than to feeke fuccour

amongs

" And

his ennimies.

ceiued, he

is

euen

now

bicaufe (quod he) ye fhall not be de-

preparing of warres againft you, and pur-

pofeth vpon the fodaine to fet vpon you.
place of abode for

me

Now

there be no

if

your humble fuppliant amongs you,

needes wander through Italy, and

firft

I will

I muft,

attempt the Volfcians,

tyll futch tyme as I
feme Nation willing to defend the poore Chylde from the cruell and wicked furye of the Father
and perchaunce (quod he) ye
fhall Wynne hym that may bee an Inftrument and courage vnto
you all, to reprefle that proude kyng and cruell Natyon." The
Gabinians delyberating what was heft to be done in this cafe,
the young man feemed as though he were offended, and would in
al haft depart, and feeke refuge of others, then they curteoufly
interteined him
thys yong man was had in great eftimation
amongs them, throughe craftye and vaine perfuafions, makyng
them belieue that he would conducSt their army euen vnder the

afterwardes the jEquians and Hernicians,
finde

:

:

Rome, with fundry other

walles of

him

felf

the more in credit.

At

fained inftigations to brynge

length he was chofen captain of

theyr warres, and recouered fundry viftories for the Gabinians

whereby the

foolifhe

Nation both of the lower and

chiefeft fort,

beleeued that their captayne was fent vnto them by the proui-

dence of the Gods.
the

common

ties

amongs them.

He

fufteined perill

and payne in

like fort as

Souldier did, liberally deuidinge his fpoiles and boo-

He was fo well beloued, that
Rome was of no greater authority than

hys father Tar-

hee was among
he thought that he had recouered force
enough to anfwer his father's expectation, he fent a poft to Rome
to know his father's pleafure, although the gods had giuen him fufquinius at

the Gabinians.

When

ficient authority amongs the Gabinians. And bycaufe Tarquinius
was doubtful of the truft and fidelity of the meffenger, hee would
aunfwer nothing by worde of mouth, but carying the meffenger

into a garden, hard adioyning his houfe, with a

wand which he

caried in his hand, he cut of the heads of the higheft Poppies that

grew in the garden, meanyng therby that he Ihoulde difpatche the
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Whervpon

heads of the chiefeft and principal in the City.
meflanger without anfwere by mouth

returned.

the

But by declaryng

thofe fignes and circumftances which his father vfed in the gar-

den Sextus conceiued

his

meaning.

Then

like

a naturall fonne,

following the fteppes of his father, he cut of the heads of the Ga-

binian nobility, wherupon fom ran away, vpon whofe departure the

goods as wel of them as of other that were put to death were deuided.

The

ftate of

the Gabinians being in this doubtful cafe, void

of al counfell and fuccour,at length was furrendred to the Romanes.

Then Tarquinius concluded peace with

the jEquians, and renued

a truce with the Thufcanes and wholly bent

him

felf to

This Tarquinius was the father of him
Lady Lucretia the lamentable hiftory whereof, is
former Tome, by the end of which fi:ock, remembred

fayres of the City.

uifhed the noble
recited in

my

the afthat ra-

in that hiftory,

:

and begining of the fame defcribed

in this Nouell,

may be gathered, what fruyftes Ambytyon and lothfome lufte bryng
forth.

For Tarquinius Prifcus repairing out of Hetruria, to dwell

Rome, by the ambycyous wyll of hys wyfe afpired and atchyeued the kyngdome, whych was by the fundry deuyce of Tullia,

at

the daughter of Seruius Tullius mainteyned, and by the libidinous
defire of

Sextus Tarquinius, the fonne of Superbus the 6

Romane

kynge ended, and the whole race expelled and euerlaftingly banifhed out of that Citty. So meete an example for thofe that breath,
and longe after the Rightes, titles, and Kyngdomes of other, as
may bee read in any Author. For although the Springe appeare
very frefli and lufty, of fome degenerate griifFt planted vpon fome
auncient ftock, yet the

fruyfl;

fomwhat fower, and the

moft commonly in

ther fo pleafaunt, as that
foyle

and

ftocke,

planted.

tafte eateth

mouth not altogewhych both in

Relliftie in

is

duely
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SOPHONISBA.

THE SEUENTH NOUELL.
The vnhappy end and fuccejfe of the hue of King
Queene Sophonijba his wyfe.

men would haue

If

MaJJiniJfa,

afore confideration of theyr

before they do attempt the fame, or

owne

and

doings^

premeditate and ftudy the

els

numbre

fcope and fuccefle thereof, I do verely beleeue that a

would not call themfelues headlong into fo many gulfs of miferyes
and calamityes as they do, fpecially Noblemen, and Prynces, who
oftentymes doe exceede in temerity and rafhnefle, by lettynge
the Raynes of theyr own Luftes, to farre to raunge at large, wherein they deepely Plunge thymfelues to theyr great Preiudice and
Difhonour, as teacheth thys goodly hyftorie enfuinge, whych
declareth that there

was a Prynce

called Maffinifla, the

Sonne of

Gala kynge of Maffezali, (a people of Numidia) who warfaring
with the Carthaginians in Spaine agaynft the Romaynes, hauinge
firft fought honourably agaynfb kynge Syphax in Numidia, it
chaunced that Gala hys Father dyed, vppon whofe death hys Kyng:

dome was inuaded and occupied by

other, wherefore fuftayninge

combatinge wyth hys Enemyes,
fometymes getting part of hys Kyngdome, and fometymes lofinge,
and many tymes moleftinge both Syphax and the Carthaginians,
ftoutly the furges of aduerfity

was

in dyuers Conflifts lyke to be taken or flayne.

Wyth

thefe

hys trauels, impacient of no payne and trouble, he became very

Famous and Renoumed, that amonges the people of Affrica, he acquired the name and title of a valiant and puiflant Souldier, and
of a pollitique and prouident Captain
rally

:

afterwards he was gene-

welbeloued of the Souldiers, bicaufe not like the king's fonne

or a prince, but as a priuate fouldier and companion, his conuerfation

by

and

was amongs them, calling euery man
name, cherifhing and efleeming them according to

vfuall trade of life

his propre

their defert, obferuing neuertheleffe a certaine comelinelTe of a

This Maffinifla by meanes of one Syllanus being in
Spayne, priuely entred acquaintance and familiarity with that

Superiour.

Scipio which afterwardes was furnamed Affricanus, and

who

in
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thofe dayes with the authoritie of Proconful in that prouince,
viftorioufly

fubdued the Carthaginians

entred league with the

Romanes and

:

the

fame

Maffinifla

inuiolably fo long as he

Romane

people, and lefte the fame
inheritance.
an
When the Roto his
fpedily
with
that power he was
manes began warres in Affrica,
able to make, he repaired to his old friend Scipio within a whyle
after Syphax beyng ouerthrowen in battell and taken, Maffinifla
and LebHus were fent to furprife the chief city of that kingdom,
which fometimes were king Syphax owne, called Cirta. / In that
city remayned Sophoniflba, the wyfe of Syphax and daughter to
liued obferued amity with the

children and

pofteritie as

:

who had alyenated hir hufband from the
Romanes, being in league with them, and by hir perfuafions went
to aide and defend the Carthaginians, Sophonifba perceiuing that
the ennimies were entred the City of Cirta and that Maffinifl!a
was going towardes the palace, determined to meetehim, to proue
his gentleneflfe and curtefie, whereupon in the middes of his
Souldiers thronge, whych were already entred the Palace, fhe
ftoutly thruft, and bouldlye looked round aboute, to proue if
(he could efpye by fome fignes and tokens the perfonage of MasfinilTa.
She amongs that preafe perceeiued one for whofe apparel, armure and reuerence don vnto him, femed vnto hir that
without doubt the fame was the king and therefore incontinently
kneeled downe before him, and pitioufly began to fpeake in this
manner " For fo mutch (O puiflante prince) as felicity and good
fortune, but fpecially the fauour of the Gods immortall haue permitted, that thou fhouldefl: recouer thine auncient kingdome descended vntothebyrighteandlawfull inheritaunce, and therewithall
haft taken and vanquifhed thine ennimy, and now haft me atthy wyll
and pleafure to faue or fpyll, I poore wretched myferable woman
brought into bondage from Queenelyke ftate, whilom leading a
delycate life in Princely Courte, accompanyed with a royall traine
of beautifull dames, and nowe at thy mercifull difpofition, doe
humbly appeale to thy mercye and goodnelTe, whofe Princely
Hafdrubal of Gifcon,

:

:

:

maiefty and comfortable afped, chereth vp
loke for grace, and therefore

humble voice

to implore

and

am

my

woefull heart to

bold thus to prefume with moft

crie out,

befeechyng thee to reach

me

:
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This Lady was
hither thy viftorious handes to kifle and falute."
a paffing fayre gentlewoman^ of flourifhing age and comely behauiour, none comparable vnto her within the whole region of
AfFrica

and

:

fo

much

the

more

as hyr pleafant grace

much

gefture of complaint did increafe, fo

by amiable

the heart of Maffinifla

was delytedj who being lufty and of youthly age (according to
the nature of the Numides,) was eafily intrapped and tangled in
the nettes of Loue whofe glutting eyes were neuer ful, nor fiery
hart was fatiffied in beholding and wondring at hir moft excellent beauty
not forefeeing therefore, or taking heede of the daun:

:

gerous effeft of beautie's fnares, his heart being fo fiercely kindled

who

with the fwingyng flames of loue,
hir to profecute hir fupplication

foloweth

:

"

If it

woman (O my

may

:

caufing hir to

rife,

exorted

then fhe began to precede as

me

be lawful! for

thy pryfoner and bond-

make

foueraign lord) to

requeft, I

humbly do

befeech thee, by thy royal maiefty, wherein no long time paft

my
as

hulband and

I

were magnificently placed in

thou art now, and by that Numidicall name,

fo kynglike guife

common vnto

thee

my

hufbande Syphax, and by the fauinge Gods and Patrons
of this City, who with better fortune and more ioyfull fuccefle do

and

receyue thee into the fame, that expelled Syphax out from thence
it

may

pleafe thy facred ftate, to

hard and

difficult

gouernement ouer me, futch
require

:

caufe

me

haue pity on me.

thinge at thy handes,

if

thou

as

vfe

I

thine

require

no

imperial!

law of armes and reafon of Warre
pyne in cruel pryfon, or do me

wilt, to

to futch death with torments, as thou

lift

to vfe, the fharp, fierce

and cruel death that any wight can fuffre, or Perillus Bull fliall
not be dreadful! vnto me, but more deare and acceptable than
wonted life in pleafures led for no death ftial bee refufed of mee,
rather than to be rendred into the proud handes of the moft
Rather had I taft the truft of a natiueNumidie,
cruel! Romanes.
Affrike
foyle, than the faith of ftraungers kinde
borne with me in
:

:

I

know

full well

that thou doft

knowe what

curtefy a Carthagi-

nian and daughter of Hafdrubal, fha! furely looke for at the Ro-

manes hands: whofe mind

is

fifters

nothing more than of
thou (my lord) haddeft

fearful! of

theyr pride and glory intoUerable

:

if

of thine own, or daugliters of thy royal bloud brought forth
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fortune frown) to Aide into the

am nowe

of that forme Fortune's
made, whych we dayly fee to be ynftable, turninge and
dyuers, that now peace and now warre it promifeth, now euill it
Pit of aduerfe lucke, fo well as I

wheele

:

is

aloft,

now mirth, now forrow it bringeth, now aduauncinge
now tumbling downe the clymbers up. Let Syphax bee

cleare

and

threatneth,

liuely

ftedfafl: ftay

Example

to thee,

whych coulde neuer

vnder the Moone's Globe.

He was

finde

any

the mightieft and

the richeft kinge that raigned in AfFrica, and

now

miferable and vnlucky wight that liuethon Land.

The Gods graunt

that
I

I

bee no Prophet orDiuiner of future

euill,

is

the moft

whofe omnipotency

deuoutly befeech to fuffer thee and thy pofterity in Numidie

Vouchfafe then to deliuer me
from the Romanes thraldome, which if thou bee not able fafely to
bryng to paffe, caufe death (the eafe of al woe) to be inflifted vpon
me." In fpeaking thofe words, fhe tooke the kynge's right hande
land and moft happyly to raygne.

and

many

times fweetly kifled the fame.

And

then her teares

turned to pleafant cheare, in futch wife as not onely the

mynde

armed and viftorious Prynce was mooued to mercy, but
ftraungely wrapped in the amorous Nets of the Lady, whereby the
viftour was fubdued by the vanquyfhed, and the Lord furpryfed
of the

of his Captiue,

" Make an end,

whom

O

with tremblinge voyce thus he aunfwered

:

Sophonilba, of thy large complaynt, abandon

thy conceyued feare, for

I wil

not onely ridde the from the Ro-

mayne handes, but alfo take thee to my lawfull wyfe (if thou therewyth {halt be content) whereby thou (halte not leade a prifoner's
life,

but pafle thy youthfuU dayes and hoarye age (if gods doe
life fo long) as Q.uene vnto a king, and wife vnto a

graunt thy

frend."
When he had fayd fo with weeping teares, he
and imbraced hir. She by the countenaunce, Sygnes, Geftes,
and interrupted Woordes,comprehendyngthe Minde of theNumide
king to be kindled with feruent loue: the more to inflame the
fame beemoned her felf with fuch heauineffe, as the beafily
heartes of the Hircane Tygres would haue bene made gentle and
difpoiled of al fierceneflle, yf they had beheld her and againe fhe
fel downe at hys feete, kiflinge the armed Sabbatons vppon the

Romane
kifled

:

fame, and bedewinge them with hir

warme

teares.

After

many
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fobbes and infinite fighes, comforted by him, fhe fayd

the glorie and honor of
fhall

bee hereafter

all

the

:

aftonifhment

:

if

my

life,

aide of Carthage

now

mine vnhappy

the prefent and moft terrible

hard fortune and

diftrefle after fo

great ruine

what greater fauour, what thing in all
coulde chaunce more fortunate, vnto me, than to bee

might haue bene

my

the

the kynges that euer were, bee or

fafefi:

countrey without defert, and

"

:

relieued,

called wife of thee

?

O,

I bleffed

aboue

all

other

women

haue

to

noble and famous to hufband. O mine aduenturous
happy ruine.
my mofte fortunate mifery, that fuch
a glorious and incomparable mariage was prepared for me but
bicaufe the Gods be fo contrary vnto me, and the due ende of my
a

man

and

fo

mofl:

:

life

approcheth (my deare foueraygne lorde) to kindle againe in

me,

my

hope half dead, or rather confumed and fpent, bicaufe I
wrapped in a ftate, that in vayne againft the pleafures

fee myfelf

of the Gods, I go about to molefl: thee
truthe) a right great

good turne,

I

:

a greate

make accompte

gift (and to fay

to

haue receiued

mine owne death I fhould procure by thee, that dyinge
by thy means or with thy handes, (whych were more acceptable,)
I fhoulde efcape the feare of the Romaynes thral and fubieftion,
and this foule deliuered of the fame, fhould ftreight paffe into
the Elyfian fieldes.
The final fcope of this my humble plaint,
is to ryd me from the hands of the Romanes, whose thraldom
to fuffer I had rather die.
The other benefit which thou doft
frankly offer to me pore wretch, I dare not defire, mutch lefle reof thee,

if

quire the fame, bicaufe the prefent ftate of

prefume

fo high.

But

for this

my

mifliap dareth not

thy pity and compaflion ioined

with louing regard and mind toward me, mightye loue with

al

the

other Gods reward and bleffe thy gotten kingdom in long raign,
enlarging the fame with more ample bounds to thine eternal re-

noum and

praife

:

and

I

do not only render humble thanks for

thy kynd and louing enterteinment, but

own,

fo

for pity to hold his teares,

dew

my

felf

long as lyfe gouerneth this caitif corps of mine."

words wer pronounced with fuch
the

alfo yeld

effect, as

which watred

this

thine

Thefe

was not able
comely form, as

Maffiniffa
fo his

therof foaked into his tender heart, and not able a long

time to fpeake, at

laft

thus hee fayd

:

" Gyue ouer (O

my

quene)
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and thoughts, dry vp thy cries and plaints, make an
end of all thefe dolorous futes, and reioyce, that frowarde Fortune
hath changed hir mind the Gods no doubt with better fuccefle,
thefe cares

:

wil perfourm the

remain
I cal

of thy liuing dais.

reft

my Quene and

to witnefle.

God aboue

But

Thou

fhalt henceforth

whereof the facred Godheads
perchaunce (which the thundring mighty

wife, for pledg
if

forbid) that I flialbe forced to render thee the

prifoner, be well aflured, that

on

liue

they

fhall

For credit and accomplifhment of

this promifle,

affured faith, he reached his right

hand

not

and

Romanes

poffefle the."

in figne of his

to Sophonifba,

and

led hir

into the inner lodging of the king's Palace, wher afterward MaffinifTa with himfelf confidering how he might perform hys promifed

vexed and troubled with a thoufand cogitations, feing in a
maner his manifeft ouerthrow and ruine at hand, prouoked with
mad and temerarious loue, the very fame day in open prefence he
faith,

toke hir to wife, folemnizing that mariage, which afterwardes bred
vnto hym great vexation and trouble, meanynge by the fame

haue dyfcharged Sophonifba from the Romanes rule and
order.
But when Lselius was come and hearde tell thereof,
hee fretted and chafed, and wyth threatnynge Wordes commaunded Maffinifla to fend his new maried wife (as the booty and
pray of the Romanes) together wyth Syphax, to their captaine
to

Scipio.

Notwithftanding, vanquifhed with the fupplications and

teares of Maffinifla, referring the matter

wholy

to the

iudgement

of Scipio, he difpatched Syphax with the other prifoners and
bootie, to the
finifla for

Romane campe, and

he himfelf remained with Mas-

the recouerie of other places of the kingdome, minding

not to returne before the whole prouince were brought vnder the

Romane

fubieftion.

In the meane time Laelius gaue intelligence

vnto Scipio, of the fuccefle of

Maffinifla

his

mariage:

who

was maruellouflye

knowing the fame
offended and troubled in Minde, mutche maruellynge that Maffinifla woulde make futch pofthaft before the comming of Lselius.
Yea and vpon the very firft day of his entrie into Cirta, that hee
would confummate that vnaduifed wedding and the greater was
to be fo haftilye celebrated,

:

Scipio his difpleafure towards Maffinifl"a, for that the loue which

he had conceiued of that woman, was vnfemely and
VOL. II.

difhoneft,

a

:
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wondering not a

little

that he could not find out fome

Lady within

the region of Spain of femblable beauty and comlinefle, to pleafe

and commendable intent wherfore he
iudged Maffinifla his fa£l to be done out of time, to the preiudice
and great decay of his honor and eftimation. Howbeit like a
wife and prudent perfonage he diffembled his conceiued gryefe,
expefting occafion for remedye of the fame. Now the time was

and content

his honefl:

:

come that Lselius and Maffinifla were fent for to the Campe.
But to declare the teares and lamentable talke, the great mone
and fighes vttered betwene this new maried couple, time would
want, and tedioufnefle would ouercome the Reader.

He had fcarce

lyen with his beloued two or thre Nyghts, but Laelius (to their
great grief and forow) claymed hir to bee hys pryfoner.

Wher-

and penfiue hee departed, and retourned to the
Campe. Scipio in honourable wyfe accepted him, and openly
before his Captaines and men of warre, gaue thanks to Laelius and
him, for theyr proweffe and notable exploites. Afterwards fend" I do fuppofe (my
ing for him vnto his Tent, he faid vnto him
dere frend Maffinifl"a) that the vertue and beneuolence which you
faw in me did firft of all prouoke you, to tranffrete the flraits, to
vifite me in Spaine, wherein the good will of my valiaunt frend
Syllanus did not a little auaile, to follicite and procure amity
betwene vs. And the fame afterwards inducing your conftant
minde, to retire into Affrica, committed both your felfe and all
your goods into my hands and keeping. But I well pondering the
quality of that vertue whych moued you thereunto, you beinge of
Affrica, and I of Europa, you a Numidian borne, and I a Latine
and Romane, of diuers cuftomes and language different, thought
that the temperance and abftinence from venerial pleafures which
you haue fene to bee in me, and experience therof wel tried and
proued, (for the which I render vnto the immortal Gods moft
humble thankes) would or ought to haue moued you to follow
mine example, being vertues which aboue all other I doe mofl
efleme and cherifh.
For he that well marketh the rare giftes and
excellent benefits wherwith dame Nature hath arraied you, would
thinke that ther fliould be no lacke of diligence and trauell to
fubdue and ouercome the carnall appetytes of temporal beauty

fore verye forowfull

:
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which had it bene applied to the rare giftes of nature planted in
you, had made you a perfonage to the pofterity very famous
and renoumed. Confider wel my prefent time of youth, full of
courage and youthly luft, which contrary to that naturall race I
ftay and prohibite.
No delicate beauty, no voluptuous delegation, no feminine flattery, can intice my youth and flate to the
perils and daungers whereunto that heedelefle age is moft prone
and fubieft. By which prohibition of amorous pafEons, temperatly raigned and gouerned, the tamer and fubduer of thofe pasfions, clofing his breaft from lafciuious imaginations, and flopping his eares from the Syrenes, and Marmaydes, of that fexe
and kinde, getteth greater glorye and fame, than wee haue gotten by our vi6tory agaynft Syphax.
Hanniball the greateft
ennimy that euer we Romanes felt, the ftouteft gentleman and
captain without peere, through the delites and imbracements of
women effeminated, is no more the manlike and notable emperor
that hee was wont to be. The great exploits and enterprifes which
valyantly you haue done in Numidia, when I was farre from you,
your care, readineffe, animofity, your ftrength and valor, your
expedition and bold attemptes, with all the refte of your noble
vertues worthy of immortal praife, I might and could perticulerly
recite, but to commend and extol them my heart and minde fhall
neuer be fatiffied, by renouacion wherof I Ihould rather giue occafion of blufhing, than my felfe could be contented to let them
fleepe in filence.
Syphax as you know is taken prifoner by the
valyance of our men of warre, by reafon whereof, him felfe, his
wife, his kingdome, hys campe, landes, cities, and inhabitants, and
briefly all that which was king Syphax, is the pray and fpoile to
the Romane people, and the king and his wife, albeit fhe was no
Citizen of Carthage, and hir father, although no captayn of our ennimies, yet we mufle fend them to Rome, there to leaue them at
the pleafure and difpofition of the Romane Senate and people.
Doe you not know that Sophonifba with her toyes and flatteries
did alienat and withdraw king Syphax from our amitie and friendBe you
fhip, and made hym to enter force of armes againft vs ?
ignoraunt that flie, full of rancor and malice aganyft the Romane
people, endeuoured to fet al Affrica againft vs, and now by her

:
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and wonne you, not I fay our
ennemy, but an ennymy fo farre as fliee can, with her cruell
Inchauntments ? What Damage and hurt haue lyghted vppon dyuers Monarches and Prynces through fugred Lippes and Venemous
Woordes, I wyll not fpend tyme to recite. With that prouocations and coniured charmes fhee hath already bewitched your
good nature, I wyl not now imagine, but referre the fame to the
Wherefore Maffinifla,
deepe confideration of youre wifdome.
as you haue bene a Conquerer ouer great nations and prouinces,
be now a conquerer of your own mind and appetites, the viftorie
whereof deferueth greater prayfe than the conqueft of the whole
world.
Take heede I fay, that you blot not your good qualities
and conditions, with the fpots of difhonor and pufillanimitye.
Obfcure not that fame which hitherto is aduaunced aboue the
Regyon of the glytterynge Starres. Let not thys vyce of Femynine
Flatterye fpoyle the defertes of Noble Chyualrye, and vtterly deface
thofe merytes with greater ignomynie than the caufe of that
offence is worthye of difprayfe."
Maffiniffa hearynge thefe egree
and fharpe rebukes, not onely blufhed for Shame, but bytterly
Weepinge, fayde that hys poore prifoner and wyfe was at the

fayre inticementes hath gayned

:

commaundement
Teares coulde

were

poffible,

hym

to fpeak, he befoughte

life

manes.

had made an othe

fhee fhoulde not bee delyuered to the

And

hym, that

if it

hee woulde gyue him leaue to obferue hys faythe

foolifhlye affured, bicaufe hee

with

Notwithftanding, fo inftantly as

of Scipio.

fuffer

after other talke

to

Sophonifba that

Handes of the Ro-

betweene them, Maffiniffa

retired

wyth manifolde fighes, and moft
bytter teares and plaintes, vttered wyth futch houlinges and outcryes, as they were hearde by thofe whych ftoode neare hande, hee
to hys pauylyon, where alone

refted al the

daye bewailynge hys prefente

ftate

:

the moft part of

the nyghte alfo hee fpent with lyke heauyneffe, and debating in hys

mind vpon

diuers thoughts

and

deuifes,

more confufed and amazed

than before, hee could by no meanes take

reft
fomtimes he thought
and paffe the ftraights commonly called the Fillers of Hercules, from thence to faile to the Fortunate Iflandes with his wife
then agaynehee thoughtewith hir to efcapeto Carthage, and in ayde
of that City to ferue agaynft the Romanes, fomtimes hee propofed

to flee

:
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fom fuch meanes

to end his

Many times hee was at pointe

life

and

by prepared

knife and fworde to pierce his heart, and yet flayed the fame, not

fame and honor.
Thus thys wretched and miferable louer burned and confumed in
loue toffing and tumbling him felfe vppon his bedde, not able to
for feare of death, but for preferuation of his

:

find

my

comfort to eafe his payne, thus began to fay
deare beloued wyfe,

deynty repaft of

and out

my ioy

O

the

and

life

:

" O Sophonifba,

and comfort of

my

life,

O

the

what fhall become of vs ? Alas
fee no more thine incomparable

quiet,

alas I crye, that I fhall

beauty, thy furpafTyng comely face, thofe golden lockes, thofe glis-

which a thoufand times haue darkned and obfcured
Sunne it felf Alas I fay, that I can
no longer be fufFred to heare the pleafaunt harmonye of thy voice
whofe fweetenefTe is able to force lupiter himfelfe to mitigate his
rage when with lightning Thunderbolts and flormie claps in his
greatefl furie he meaneth to plague the earth.
Ah that it is
not lawfull any more for me to throw thefe vnhappy armes about
thy tender neck, whofe whitenefTe of face entermingled with
femely rudds, excelleth the Morning Rofes, which by fweete nightly
dewes doe fproute and budde. The Gods graunt that I doe not
long remaine on Hue without thy fweete haunt and company, which
can no longer draw forth this breathing ghofle of myne, than can a
Bodye lyuewythoute likeBreathe in it. Graunt (OMyghty lupiter)
that one graue may clofe vs twaine to Hue among the ghofles and
tering eyes

the rayes and beames of the

:

fhadowes that be already paft this world for like right louing
fitts, if intent of life be ment to mee without thy fellowfhip and
delegable prefence.
ful

And who (O good God)

amongs the Elyfian

ghofles of departed foules,
flalke

amonge

fhal be more bliswandryng amids the fpirites and
than I, if there we two may iette and

fields,

the fhadowed friths and forefls huge, befette with

Mirtle trees, odoriferous and fweete ? that there we may at large
recount and fing the fweete and fower pangs of thofe our paffed
loues without anye flay or let at

membre

:

that there

I

fay

we may

re-

There fhall no harde hearted Scipio bee found,
no marble minded captain refl, which haue not had re-

for the paines.

there fhal

all

things already done, reioycing for delights and fighing
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gard of Loue's toyes, ne yet haue pitied bitter payns, by hauing no
experience

wordes

what

Ihall

is

He then with ouer cruell
perfuade me to forfake thee, or to

the force of loue.

not goe aboute to

Romanes handes,

deliuer thee into the

moft cruell bondage

:

he

fhal there

to incurre miferable

neuer checke

and

me for the feruent

we fhal there abide without fufpition of him
any other they can not feperate vs, they be not able to deuide
our fweeteft companye. I would the Gods aboue had graunted me
the benefite, that hee had neuer arriued into AfFrica, but had Hill
remayned in Sicilia, in Italy or Spayne. But what ftand I vpon
thefe termes, O I fole and beaft? what meanes my droufie head to
dreame futch fanfies? if he hadde not pafled ouer into Affrica,
and made war againft kinge Syphax, how fliould I haue euer feene
my faire Sophonifba, whofe beauty farre furmounteth eche other
wightj whofe comelines is withoute peere, whofe grace infpeakable,
whofe maners rare and incomparable, and whofe other qualities
generally difparcled throughoute dame Nature's mould by fpeach
If Scipio had not tranlfraited the
of man can not bee defcrlbed ?
feas to arriue in AfFrike foile, how fhould I, (0 onely hope and

loue I beare thee
or

laft

:

:

refuge of

bene thy

my

my

had ben thy gaine and
felt

haue knowen thee, neither fhould

defires)

ne yet

feere,

moft worthy no doubt thou

art) fhoulde

poize, or refted in doubtfull plight,

mies thrall thou maift prolong, or

pio euer
fpoile

ment

to

But

flate.

Romane

choyce to be a

I

pryfoner.

graunt

haue

not much, neuer fhouldeft thou haue

loffe

the prefent painfull ftate, wherein thou art, thy

or fpoile by captiue

I

wife thou fliouldeft haue ben, but great

me

the

which now

elfe in

life

(whereof

not haue lien in baliance
in choyfe of eni-

Romanes handes a

praye

befeech the gods to preuent the

And who
life

can thinke that Sci-

of one, and goeth about to

me of the fame Did not he giue me the pardon of one, when
me to befiege the City of Cirta, where I found fayre Sopho?

he fent

nifba which

is

my Life

a pardon to difpofTelTe

fuch a pardon?

A ftraunge kinde of pardon, by giuing me

?

me

So much

of the fame.
as if

Who

euer hard

tel

of

he faid to me, thus: 'MaflinifTa,

go take the paine to caufe the city yeld, and ranfack it by force,
and I wil pardon thee thy lyfe. And not wyth the onely benefit,
but with Craefus goods

I

wil inrich thee,

and make thee owner of

:
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the walles by
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myne

when

indeuor, wherein

I
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haue

myne

fo

done and rafed

onely lyfe and ioy did

retourne for guerdone of that Noble faft, in fteede of

reft,

at

lyfe

hee choppeth of

mountes, hee

ftrips

my head, and for fayre promyfe of golden
me naked, and makes mee a Romane flaue

accordynge to whych cafe and

he deales wyth me. For what
and forrowes gulffe I drown the
pleafures of the fame ?
Doth not he berieue my life and bredes
my death by diuiding me from my fayre Sophonifba ? Ah Caitife
auailes

my

Lyfe,

if

ftate

in gryefe

wretch, what lucke haue

that neither ftorme nor whirle

I,

Wynde

home to Italian fliore, or fet him packing to
Sicile land ? what ment cruell Scipio, when fo fone as Syphax
was taken, he did not ftreight way difpatch him to Rome, to
prefent the glorious fight of the Numidian king to the Romane
could fende him

had not beene here, thou Sophonilba frankly
found fome
grace but furely if Scipio did once fee Sophonifba, and reclined
his eyes to viewe hir pereleffe beauty, I doubt not but he would be
moued to haue compaffion vpon hir and me, and would iudge hir
worthy not onelye to.be queene of Numidia but of all the prouince
befides. But what, do I make this good accompt? The common
prouerbe fayth, that he which counteth before his hofte, muft
recken twice and fo perhaps may be my lot for what know I
if Scipio did wel view hir, whether himfelfe would be inamored
He is a
of hir or not, and fo utterly depriue me of that lewel ?
man no doubt as others be, and it is impoffible me think, but that
the hardnefl"e of his heart muft bow to the view of fuch a noble
beauty. But (beafl: as I am) what mean thefe wordes? what follies
doe I vaunt by finging to the deafe, and teachyng of the blynd ?
O wretch, wretch, nay more than myferable Wretch. Marke the
words of Scipio, he demaundeth Sophonilba, as a thing belonging
vnto him, for which caufe he fayeth that fhe is the pray and part
of the Romane fpoile: but what fliall I do? fhal I gyue hir vnto
people?

If Scipio

hadft bene

mine

:

for at Lselias hands I could haue

:

:

hym

?

He

:

wyll haue

hee prayes mee, but

hir,

I

hee conftraynes me, he exhortes mee,

know

tend, and vnder the Grafle

then put into

his

full well

wherevnto thofe

intreaties

what lurking Serpent lieth. Shal I
But before I fo

hands mine own Sophonifba?
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doe, the armipotent

God

Ihall

thunder

gapyng ground

receiue

ing brands

aboue, with his

flafliing fires

me downe into the
my corps, before I

and flamm-

depthe of Hell.

The

yeld to that requeft,

my members in
my flefh, the raue-

the trampling fteedes of fauage kinde do teare

thoufand gobbets, the defert beaftes confume

ning gripes and carrain kites pick out
I

glutte his rauenous

my

tongue and

mind with that demaund

eyes, before

to break the fayth

which by holy othe I haue promifed to performe.
O curflled
caitif, but what fliall I doe then? it behoueth to obey, and in
defpite of my teeth to do that which the Romane Emperour commaundeth. Alas, by thinking vpon that ftraight and needefull
a thoufand deaths

lot, I die

of twaine, and to preferve

:

my

wherfore of

euils to chofe the leaft

plighted faith,

fwete Sophonifba,

thou muft: die, and by meanes of thy beloued feere, flialt voyd
the yoke of Romanes thral, for fo it pleafeth vnmindeful loua to

The wretched Heauens by cruel fate haue throwen their
of mine owne mifchiefe fhal be the minifter. And fo

appoynt.
lot,

that

(O

life

I

moft deere)

performe the

effefte to

kepe the fayth

whych laft of all before thy face I did confirme."
and maner of talke, the good Prince bewayled
tating by what meanes he myght doe to death

his cafe, excogi-

aboue

I fhall

the world he loued befl

By

this fpeach

the thing which

came vnto his
minde to fende hir a draught of poyfoned drink, which deuife he
had no fooner founde, but he was driuen into a new kinde of
fury, and kindled with difdayne, his braynes were on fire with
extreme madnefle, and as though Sophonifba had bene before
him, hee talked and raued in Bedlemwyfe fomtimes with taunts
al

:

at length it

:

he checked hir to hir teeth, fometimes lamented hir vnfortunate
ftate, fometymes with pawes difplayed, he feemed to rampe into
hir face, and then agayne into amorous toies his paflions droue

him

forth.

was,

who

When

I doe thinke what kinde of a man Maffinifla
was a crowned and moft noble king, and who
with futch prudence gouerned his new conquered and recouered
kingdoms, and fo conftantly perfeuered in amity of the Romane
people, I pray to God to graunt my frendes and myfelfe alfo, not

in deede

to enter into fo intricat and louefome Labyrinth, wherein this

Noble Prince was tangled, and wyth more temperaunce

to gouerne

:
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He

afflifted

fent vnto his beloued wyfe and

pot of poyfon to rid hir of hir

life

gen-

Queene a

but yet flaying his meflenger,

:

he cried out thefe words God forbid that I fhould commit this
infamous murder vpon hir whom I moft deerely loue^ I would
rather conuey hir into the extreme partes of the vnknowen fandy
:

is full of venomous beafts and
which
we fhalbe fafe and fure from
crawling poyfoned Serpents, in
the danger of cruell and inexorable Scipio, by which meanes he
fliall neuer fee the rare and diuine beauty, which the ferpents
once beholding, will mitigate and aflwage their bitter poyfon,
and for whofe fake they will not annoy ne yet hurt me hir louing hufband and companion wherefore let vs make haft to flee
thither, to auoide the bondage and death prepared for vs
and if
fo be we be not able to cary with vs gold and filuer, yet flial we
not want there fome reliefe to maintayn our Hues for better it is
to feede on bread and water, then to Hue in perpetual thraldome.
And lining with thee (fweete wyfe) what pouerty and beggery am
not I able to fuflayne ? The flormes of exile and penury, I haue
already fuffred for beinge driuen out of my kingdome many
times, I haue repayred to obfcure dens and caues, where I haue
hidden my felfe, and lined in the Wildernefle among the fauage
Beafts. But what meane I thus to fay of my felfe, whom no misaduenture can affray or myflyke ? But thou deare wyfe whych haft
ben trayned vp and nourifhed amongs the delicacies and bankets
of the Court, accompanied wyth traynes of many fayre and noble

Coafte of Libia, where the countrey

:

:

:

:

ladies, liuing lyke

what

fhall I

a Queene in

doe wyth thee

to follow me, and yet
fliall I

if

?

I

al

kinde of pleafures and delights

know thy

procure prefent fliippinge

?

Vpon

beares fwinge, vpon the land Scipio

euery Coaft, and

is

generall

caitife

the Sea the

Roman fleete

wyth hys Army occupieth

Lord of the

moft miferable and vnfortunate

my

heart will not fuffer thee

the fame would feme thee, from whence

field.

What

do? for whileft

then
I

fhall I

am

thus

away, day light approcheth, and the bright fhining mornyng begynneth to cleare
the earth. And behold yonder commeth the General's meflanger

makinge

bitter playnts, the night

for Sophonifl)a,

whom

I

is

paft

muft eyther deHuer into his hands or

:
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commit her

rather

make

to prefent (laughter, beinge aflured that

choife to dy, than

fall

flie

had

into the Laps of the cruell

Whereupon he determined to fend hir the poyfon,
fell downe vpon the ground like a man halfe
Afterwards being come agayne to him felfe, he curfed the

Romans."
and

for very forrow

deade.

Earth, the Ayre, the Fyre, Heauen, Hell, and

all

the Gods of the

fame, and exclaming in lamentable wyfe he called vnto him one
of his moft faithfull feruants,

who

according to the cuftome of

thofe dayes, alwaies kept poyfon in ftore, and fayde vnto

him
"Receyue thys Cuppe of Golde, and deliuer the fame with the
poyfon, to Queene Sophonifba now abiding within the City of
Cirta, and tel hir that I with greateft good will would fayne haue
kept the mariage knot, and the firfte fayth whych I plighted vnto
hir, but the Lorde of the Fielde, in whofe power I am, hath vtterjy
forbidden the fame.
I haue aflayed all pofEble meanes to preferue
hir my Wyfe and Queene at liberty, but he which commaundeth
me, hath pronounced fuch hard and cruell fentence, as I am
forced to offend my felf, and to be the minifter of mine own mischief.
Thys poyfon I fend hir with fo dolefull Meffage, as my
poore hearte (God knoweth) doth only fele the fmart, being the
moft forowfuU prefent that euer was ofFred to any fayre Lady.
This

is

the

way alone

to faue hir

from the Romanes handes.

Pray

hir to confider the worthines of hir father, the dygnity of hir coun-

and the royal maiefty of the 11. kings hir hufbands, and to
mynd and wil fhall fanfie beft. Get the hence with
all poffible fpede, and lofe no tyme to do thys Meffage
for thou
fhalt cary the bane and prefent death of the faireft Ladye that euer
Nature framed wythin hir fayreft mould." The feruaunt with
this commaundment did departe, and Maffiniffa lyke a Chylde
beaten with the rodde, wept and cried. The meffenger being
come to the Queene, and giuing hir the cup with the poyfon,
trey,

do as hir

:

declared his cruell ambaffage.

The Queene took

the poyfoned

Cuppe, and fayd vnto the meffenger " Geeue the king thy
mayfter myne humble thankes, and fay vnto hym, that I receyue
and Drynke thys Poyfon wyth a wyll fo good, as if hee had commaunded me to enter in Tryumph wyth Laurel Garlande ouer
myne ennymyes: for a better gifte a hufbande can not gyue to wyfe.
:

SOPHONISBA.

251

than accomplyfliment of affured fayth the fune.ralles whereof fhall
bee done wyth prefent obfequie," And fayinge nothynge elfe
vnto the meflenger, fhee tooke the Cuppe, and mynglynge well
together the poyfon wythin, fhee vnfearfully quafFt it vp and
:

when

fhe

had dronke

it

fhee delyuered the mefTenger hys

Cuppe

felfe vpon hir bed^ commaunding hir gentlecomely wyfe to.couer hir wyth Clothes^ and withoute

agaynCj and layed hir

women

in

lamentation or Sygne of feminine minde, fhee ftoutly waighted for
approching death. The Gentlewomen which wayted vpon hir,

bewayled the

rufull ftate of their Mayflrefle, whofe plaints and
were heard throughout the palace, whereof the brute and
rumor was great. But the good Queene vanquifhed with the firong
force of the poyfon, continued not long before fhe died.
The
meflanger returned thefe heauie newes vnto Maffiniffa, who fo fo-

fcriches

rowfuliy complained the

many tymes

lolTe

of his beloued wife, in fuch wife as

hee was lyke to kyll hymfelfe, that hys Soule might

haue accompanied the ghoft of hir,whych was beloued of hym aboue
all the deareft things of the Worlde. Thevalyantand wyfecapitayne
Scipio vnderftanding the newes hereof, to the intente Maffinifla

commit any cruelty agaynft hymfelfe, or perpetrate
othervncomelydeede, called hym beefore him, and comforted hym
wyth the fweetefl wordes he could deuife, and frendly reproued
him. The next day in the prefence of al the army hee highly commended him, and rewarded him wyth the kyngdome of Numidia,

fhoulde not

hym many

rych lewels and treafures, and brought hym in
amonges the Romaynes whych the Senate and
people of Rome very well approued and confirmed with raoft
ample Priuileges, attributinge vnto hym the title of kynge
of Numidia, and freende of the Romaynes, Sutch was
the ende of the vnhappy loue of kynge MaflinifTa,
and of the fayre and lucklefle Queene

geuing

great Eftimation

:
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of a Kynge of Macedone who forced a gentlewoman
called Theoxena, to perfuade Mr children to kill and poyfon them-

The

cruelty

felves

:

after which fa6i,Jhe

and

Mr

hufband Voris ended their

lyfe hy drowninge.

BvT now we haue beegon
noble Queenes,

1

dame

vnfearfull

wyll not

to treate of the ftoutnefle of certayne
let alfo to recite

the Hyfiiory of a lyke

of Theflalian land, called Theoxena, of right

noble Race, the Daughter of Herodicus Prynce of that Countrey in
the tyme that Phillip the Sonne of Demetrius was kynge of Macedone, tolde alfo by Titus Liuius, as two of the former be.

Lady Theoxena,

firft

Thys

was a notable example of piety and vertue

and afterwardes of rigorous cruelty for the fayd kyng Philip,
hauinge through his wickednefle firft murdred Herodicus, and by
fucceffion of time cruelly done to death alfo the hulbands of
Theoxena and of Archo hir naturall lifter, vnto eyther of them
being Wydowes remayninge a Sonne afterwardes Archo being
maryed agayne to one of the principall of their Countrey named
But when fhe was dead,
Poris, of him fhe had many children.
the fayd Lady Theoxena hir fifter, who was of heart more conftant
:

:

and

ftout

than the other,

fued vnto by

her nephewes

fome

cruell

many

ftill

refufed the fecond mariage, although

great Lordes and Princes

ftate, for fere

they fhould

fall

:

at length pityinge

into the handes of

Stepdame, or that theyr father would not bryng them

vp with futch diligence, as tyll that tyme they were, was contented to bee efpoufed agayne to Poris, (no lawe that time knowen

might trayne vp hir fifter's
That done fhe began (as if they were hir
owne) to intreate and vfe them louingly, with great care and inwherby it manifeftly appeared that fhe was not maried
duftrie
againe to Poris for hir owne commodity and pleafure, but rather
for the wealth and gouernement of thofe hir fifter's children.
Afterwards Philip king of Macedone, an vnquiet Prince, determininge to make newe warres vpon the Romanes (then throughto defend the fame) to the intente fhe

children as her owne.

:
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out the worlde famous and renouned for theyr good fortune) exiled

not onely the chiefe and noble men, but almoft

al

the auncient

inhabitants of the Cities along the fea coafte of Theflalia, and theyr

whole and entier families into Pseonia afterwards called Emathia,
a Countrey farre diftant from the fea, giuing their voided Cities
for the Thracians to inhabite, as moft propre and faithful for the
Romains warres, which he intended to make and hearinge alfo
the curffes and maledictions pronounced againft him by the banilhed people, and vniuerfally by al other, thought he was in no
good furety, if he caufed not likewyfe all the fonnes of them, whom
a litle before he had flayne, to be put to Death. Wherefore he
commaunded them to be taken and holden vnder good gard in
prifon, not to do them al to be flain at once, but at times now
one and then an other, as occafion ferued. Theoxenavnderftanding the edi6te of this wicked and cruell king, and wel remembring
the death of hir hufband, and of him that was hufband to hir fifter,
knew wel that hir fonne and nephew incontinently fhould be
demaunded, and greatly fearinge the king's wrath, and the rigour
of his guard, if once they fell into theyr hands, to defend them from
fhame and cruelty, fodainly applied hir minde vnto a ftraunge deuice for fhee durft to faye vnto hir hufband their father's face,
that foner flie would kil them with hir owne handes, if otherwife
{he coulde not warraunt them, then fufFer them to bee at the will
and power of kinge Philip. By reafon wherof Poris abhorring fo
execrable cruelty, to comfort his wife and to faue hys Chyldren,
promyfed hyr fecretelye to tranfporte them from thence, and caryed
:

:

them

himfelfe tocertayneof hys faythfull Fryendes at Athens, whych

done wythoute longe delaye, hee made

as

thoughe hee woulde goe

from Theflalonica to Aenias, to bee at the Solemnytye of certayne
Sacrifices,

which yearelye at an appoynted tyme was done wyth

greate ceremonies to the honour of ^n6as the founder of that Citty,

where fpendinge the time amonges other in folemne bankets, the
watch of the night when euery man was a fleepe, as though
he would haue returned home to his countrey with his wyfe and
children, priuely embarked himfelfe and them, in a fhip hired of
purpofe to paffe into Euboea, and not to retourne to Theffalonica.
But his intent was cleane altered and chaunged, for his ihip was no
thrirde

fooner vnder

faile,

but at that inftant a contrary winde and tempeft

:
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rofe, that

brought him back againe,

in defpite of their labour,

and

And when

daye lighte

appeared, the king's garrifon defcried that Ihippe, and

manned out

all

the endeuour they were able to doe.

a boate, to bring in the fame, which fecretly they thoughte was

about to efcape away, giuing them fhraight charge, that by no
meanes they fhould returne without hir. When the boate drew
neare the fhippe, Poris bent

hoyfe vp
Sea,

faile againe,

were

if it

to faue the

and

poffible, to

life

of

him

him

to

felf to

encourage the mariners to

make way with

their oares into the

auoide the imminent and prefent daunger,

felfe, his

wife and children

:

then hee lyfted

hys handes vp vnto the heauens to implore the helpe and fuccor of

Gentlewoman Theoxena perceiuing, and
Daunger wherein they were, callinge to hir
former determinate vengeance which fhe ment to do,

the Gods, which the ftoute
manifeftly feeing the

minde hir
and beholding

Poris in his prayers, fhe profecuted hir intente,

made readye naked
which bringing forth before the Childrens face, fhe
fpake thefe words " Death alone muft bee the reuenge of your
fiely Hues, wherunto there be two wayes, poifon or the fworde.
Euery of you choofe which ye lift to haue or of whether of them
your heart fhall make the frankeft choice. The king's cruelty and
pride you muft auoid. Wherfore deare children be of good chere,
raife vp your noble courage
ye the elder aged boyes, fhew now
your felues like men, and take the fword into your handes to pierce
your tender hearts but if the bloudy fmart of that moft dreadfull
death flial feare and fright your greene and vnripe age, then take
the venomed cup, and gulpe by fundry draghtes this poifoned drinke.
Be franke and lufty in this your deftened Death, fith the violence
of Fortune, by Sea, doeth let the lengthning of your life.
I craue
this requefte of choyfe, and let not the fame rebound with fearfull
Your mother afterwardes fhal pafs
refufe of thys my craued heft.
that ftrayght, whereof {he prayeth hir babes to bee the poaftes
ye the vaunt currours, and fhee, with your louing fire, fliall end
preparing a poyfoned drink in a cuppe, and
fwordes

:

al

:

:

:

:

bent agaynft vs." When fhee had fpoken
and fawe the enimies at hand, this couragious dame,
the deuifer of the death, egged and prouoked thefe yong trembling
children (not yet wel refolued what to do) with her encharmed
woords in futch wyfe, as in the ende, fome dranke the poyfon, and

and

finifhe Philip's rage

thefe woordes
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commaundement

were throwen ouer boord, not altogether dead, and fo flie fet them
at liberty by death whom tenderly fhe had brought vp. Then fhe
imbracing

hir

hufband the companion of hir death, both did vo-

throw themfelues alfo into the fea: And when the kinge's
efpials were come aborde the fhip, they found the fame abandoned of theyr praye. The cruelty of which fa£t did fo moue the
common people to deteftatyon and hatred of the kinge, as a generail curfle was pronounced againft him and his children, which

luntarily

heard of the Gods aboue was afterwardes terribly reuenged vpon his

Thys was the end of good Poris and his
rather then flie would fall into the lapfe
of the king's furie, as hir father Herodicus, and hir other hufbande
did, chofe violently to dye with hir own hands, and to caufe hir
hulband's children and hir owne, to berieue them felues of Lyfe,
whych although agaynft the louinge order of naturall courfe, and
ftocke
ftout

and

pofterity.

wyfe Theoxena,

who

therefore that kinde of violence to bee abhorred, as horrible in
felf,

yet a declaration of a ftout mind,

to reuenge the fame.

if

And what coward
when

not vpon fuch extremity,

it

it

otherwife fhe had ben able
heart

is

that, that dare

ennimy

feeth the mercileffe

at hand, with fhining blade ready bent, to ftryke the blowe, that

withoute remedye muft ridde the fame of breath, fpecially

when it
owne

beholdeth the tremblyng babe, naturally begotten by hys

kinde and nature, before the face imploryng father's refcue, what
daftarde heart dare not to offer himfelfe, by lingular fight (thoughe

one to twentye) either by defperate hardineffe to auoyd the fame,
or other anoyance^ aduenture what he can ? which in Chriftians is
admitted as a comely

do the death

it felfe.

fight, rather

than wyth that Pagane

Dame to

But now returne wee
For Theoxena was compelled

to defcribe a faft that

pafTeth al other forced deedes.

maner thus

in a

meere conftraint to efchue the greater torments
of a tyrant's rage and thought it better by chofen death to chaunge
hir lyfe, than by violent hands of bloudy Butchers to be haled to the
flaughter. But thys Hidrufian dame was weary of hir owne life, not
to do of

for that fhe feared lofle of lyfe, but defperate to think of Fortune's
fickle flaye

:

whych

time, they

if

fortune's darlings

would

would regarde

forefee theyr flippery holde.

in
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THE NYNTH NOUELL.
AJiraunge and maruellous vfe, which in old time was olferued in
Hidrvfa, where it was lawfull, with the licence of a magi/irate ordayned for that purpofe, for euery man, and woman that lift, to
themfelues.

kill

Bandello amonges the companyof hys Nouels^telleth this hiftory:
and in his own perfon fpeaketh thefe words. If I fhould begin
to

tell

thofe things

which

I

faw in the tyme that I fayled alongs

would be for you to heare, and I in
which way to ende^ bicaufe I faw and
heard thynges ryght worthy to bee remembred. Notwythftandinge,

the Leuant

feas,

very tedious

reporting could not

it

tell

for fatiffaftion of dyuers that be

my

frendeSj I will not flicke to

But firft of all one ftraunge cuftomej
whych in the Romayes tyme was vfed in one of the Ilandes of the
fea ^geumj called Hidrufa^ in thefe dayes by the trauaylers called
Cea or Zea, and is one of the Ilandes named Ciclades, whilome
reherfe

full

fome of them.

of Populous and goodly Cities, as the ruins therof at this day

There was in olde time in that Hand a yery ftraunge
many hundred yeares was verye well
and perfectly kept and obferved. The Law was, that euery perfon
inhabitant within the fayd Ifle, of what fexe and condition fo euer,
being throughe age, infirmity, or other accidents, weary of their
lyfe, might choofe what kind of death that liked them beft: howbeit it was prouyded that the partye, before the dooing of the fame,
do declare.

lawe and ordynaunce, which

fhould manifeft the caufe that

moued him

therevnto, before the

Magiftrate elefted by the people for that fpeciall purpofe, which

they conftituted becaufe they fawe that diuers perfons had voluntarily killed
little

themfelues vpon trifling occafions and matters of

importance

:

according to whiche lawe very

Women, hardily with fo merry

chere

many Men and

went to theyr Death,

as if they

had gone to fome bankette or mariage. It chaunced that Pompeius Magnus the dreadfull Romane, betwene whom and lulius
Csefar were fought the greateft battailes for fuperiority that euer

were, failing by the Sea .iEgeum, arriued at Hidrufa, and there
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goynge a land vnderftoode of the inhabitantes the maner of that law
and how the fame day a woman of great worfliip had obtained licence of the Magiftrate to poyfon hir felfe. Pompeius hearing tell
hereof, was driueninto great admiration, and thoughtit very ftraunge,
that a woman which al the dayes of hir life had lined in great honour and eflimation, fhoulde vpon light caufe or occafion poyfon
her felfe fith it was naturally giuen to ech breathyng wyght to
prolong theyr liuing dayes with the longefl: threede that Atropos
could draw out of dame Nature's webbe. Whervpon he commaunded the faid matrone to be brought before hym, whofe Death
for hir vertue was generallye lamented by the whole Countrye.
When the gentlewoman was before hym, and had vnderftanding
that fhe was fully refolued and determined to dye, hee began by
greate

perfuafions

to

exhort hir,

that

flie

fliould

not wilfully

away, vpon confideration that fhe was of lufty yeares,
riche and welbeloued of the whole countrey and how greate pitye
it were but fhee fhoulde renue hir Mynde and gyue hir felfe ftill to
lyue and remayne, till Natural courfe dyd ende and finyfh hir life
howbeit his graue and earneft perfuafion could not diuert hir from
cafl:

hir felfe

:

:

hir intended purpofe.

not

ftyll

But Pompeius

loth to haue hir dye, ceafTed

to profecute hys former talke with

ftronger arguments.

countenaunce,

til

him

newe

reafons

and

All which fhee paciently heard with fixed

at lengthe with cleare

maner

voyce and fmiling cheere

" You be

greatly deceyued (my
you do beleeue that I wythorit very great prouidence and mature aduife goe about to ende my dayes for I do
know and am fully perfuaded, that eche creature naturally craueth
the prolongation and lengthninge of lyfe, and fo mutch abhoreth to
die, as the defirous to lyue detefleth the poyfon whych I haue
prepared for confumation of my lyfe. Whereupon as I haue diners times thought, confidered and difcourfed with my felfe, and
amongs many confiderations oftentimes debated in my minde,
there came into the fame the inftability and fickle change of Fortune, whofe whirling wheele neuer ceafleth, ne yet remayneth
It is dayly feene how fhe doth exalte and aduaunce
fledfaft.
fome man from the lowefl; and bottoralefle Pit, euen to the top of
high Heauens, endowinge him with fo mutch Subflaunce as he can
R
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fhe anfwered

lord Pompeius)

in this

:

if

:

:

A GENTLEWOMAN
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An

defire.

other that was moft happy, honoured in this world

lyke a God, vnto

whom no

might wel haue bene
blefled

goods and welfare were wantinge, who

called in his lyfe, a three times

wyght, fodaynly from

made a very poore man and
riche

and

lufty,

his

honour and

begger.

Some man

alfo,

that

is

both

accompanied with a fayre wyfe and goodly Chil-

dren, lyuinge in great mirth and ioylity, this wicked

the deuourer of

happy and

depriued and

ftate

all

Lady Fortune,

our contentations, depriueth from the

inefti-

mable treafure of health, caufeth the fayre Wyfe to loue an other
better than hir hufbande, and with hir venomous Tooth biteth the
children, that in fliort fpace myferable death catcheth them al
within his dreadfull Clouches whereby he is defrauded of thofe
children,

whom

after his death he purpofed to leaue for hys Heyres.

But what meane

confume tyme and words in declaration of
which is more cleare than the beams of
the Sunne, of whom dayly a Thoufande thoufande examples be
manifeft all hiftories be full of theym.
The mighty countrey of
doth
render
ample
Graecia
witneffe wherein fo many excellent
men were bred and brought vp who defirous with their finger to
touch the highefl: heauen, were in a moment throwen downe:
and fo many famous Cities, which gouerned numbers of people,
now at this prefent day we fee to be thrall and obedient to thy
City of Rome. Of thefe hurtfull and perillous mutations (O noble
Pompeius) thy Romane City may be a moft cleare glaffe and Spectacle, and a multitude of thy noble Citizens in tyme paft and preFortune's vnfteady

I

to

ftay,

:

:

fent,

may

this

my

many

geeue plentifull witneffe.

But

to

come

to the caufe of

death, I fay, that fyndyng myfelf to haue lined thefe

what chaunce I can not tell) in very great proswhich tyme I neuer did fuffer any one myffehappe,
but ftyll from good to better, haue paffed my time vntil thys daye
nowe fearyng the frownynge of Ladye Fortune's face, and that fhe
yeares (by

perity, in al

will repente hir long continued fauour,

fame Fortune fhould chaung

I

feare,

I

fay, leaft the

and begynne in the middeft
of my pleafaunt life to fprinckle hir poyfoned bitterneffe, and
make mee the Receptacle and Quiuer of hir Iharpe and noyfome
arrowes.
Wherefore I am nowe determined by good aduyfe, to
rid my felfe from the captivity of hir force, from all hir miffortunes.
hir

ftile,
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and from the noyfom and grieuous
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infirmities,

which miferably

me (Pompeius)
many in theyr aged dayes haue left their life with little honour, who had they bene gone in their youth, had dyed Famous for
euer.
Wherefore (my lord Pompeius) that I may not be tedious
be incident to vs mortall Creatures

:

and beleeue

that

vnto thee, or hinder thyne aflayres by long difcourfe, I befech thee
to geeue me leaue to follow my deliberate difpofition, that frankely

and

the

life

freely I

may

be vnburdened of

all

daunger

:

for the longer

doth grpw, to the greater annoyfaunce and daunger

fubieft."

When

compaffion of

handes and

all

fhe

had

thofe

fo fayd, to

it is

the great admiration and

which were prefent, with tremblinge

fearefull cheare, Ihe quaffed a great

Cup

of poyfoned

drynke, the which fhe brought with hir for that purpofe, and within
a while after dyed.

and order obferued
Which good counfel of the Dame had the noble
and valiaunt captayne followed, no doubt he would haue bin contented to haue bin brought to order and then he had not lofl that
bloudy battel atchieued agaynft hym by lulius Csefar at Pharfalia
This was the flraunge

vfe,

in Hidrufa.

:

^gypt. Then hee had not fuflayned fo many ouerthrowes as
he did, then had hee not ben forfaken of his frendes, and in the
ende endured a death fo miferable. And for fo mutch as for the
moft part hitherto we haue intreated of many Tragicall and bloudy
chaunces, refpyring now from thofe, let vs a little touch fome
medicinable remedies for loue, fome lefTons for gouernment
and obedience, fome treaties of amorous Dames, and hauty
in

Gefles of Prynces, Queenes and other perfons, to
variate the chaungeable diet,

wherewyth dyuers

bee afFefted, rellifhinge their Stomackes

wyth fome more pleafaunt Digeflions
than they haue tafled.
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THE TENTH NOUELL.
The

dijhonejl

Loue of Favjiina the Emprejfe, and with what remedy
was remoued and taken away.

the fame loue

True and mofl holy is
or other

wyght

the fentence, that the Lady, Gentlewoman,

of Female kinde, of

what degree or condition foeuer

fhe be, be {he fayre, fowle, or ylfauoured,

a more precious Pearle or lewell, than
vertue of honefty

other vertuej

is

:

which

is

cannot be endued with
is

the neate and pure

of futch valour, that

it

alone without

able to render her that gliftereth in her attire, moft

Be fhe more beautiful than Helena, be ftie
mightier than the Amazon, better learned than Sappho, rycher
than Flora, more louinge than Queene Dido, or more noble than
the beft Empreffe and Queene of the worlde, or be fhe full of any
other vertue, if fhe want the name of chaft, fhee is not worthy fo
mutch as to beare the title of honour, nor to be entertayned in
honeft company. Yee fhall perufe hereafter an hiftory of a CountefTe of Celant, that was a paffing fayre Dame, fingularly adorned
famous and

excellent.

with Nature's gifts. She was fayre, pleafaunt, amiable, comely,
and perchaunce not altogether barrayne of good erudition and
learninge fhe could play vpon the inftruments, fing, daunce, make
and compofe witty, and amorous Sonets, and the more her company
was frequented, the more amiable and gracious the fame was
efteemed.
But bicaufe fhe was unfhamfaft and lelTe chafte, fhe
Sutch as bee difhoneft, do not
was voyde of honeft regarde.
:

onely hurt themfelues, but gieue caufe to the

common

people to

mutter and grudge at their parentes education, at their hufbands

gouernment and

them mofl
and heauy lyfe. Thinke you
that Auguftus Csefar (albeit he was a viftorious Emperour, and
led a triumphant raygne) lined a contented life when he faw the
two luliae, one of them his daughter, the other his Niece, to vfe

commonly

them

inftitution of their Children, caufing

to leade a difcontented

felues like

common

fhameful a6i;s to pin,
fation of

and

flrumpets, conftrained through their
clofe

vp himfelfe, fhunning the conuer-

men, and once in minde

to cut his Daughter's

Vaynes

1
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to let out hir Lufty bloud

downe

Was not he

?

wont

his Princely Face) to fay, that better
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(the teares trickling

it

was neuer to haue

children and to be deade without them, than to haue a fruteful

wife and children

fo difordred

Carrion lumpe of

flefhe, full

lift

to fpeake of

women

?

He

termed his Daughter to be a

of ftenche and

filthinefle.

But

if I

of this age, from noble to vnnoble, from

an Emperor's Daughter to a Ploughman's modder, whofe Hues
do frame after lulia hir lore, my pen to the ftumpes would weare,
and my hande be wearied with writing. And fo likewife it would
of numbres no doubt in thefe dayes that folow the trace of Lucrece line, that hufwifely and chaftly contriue the day and nightes
But of the naughty forte to fpeake,
in pure and Godly exercife.
(leaning to voyde offence, futch as do flourifh in our time) I will
not conceale the Empreffe Meffalina, that was Wyfe to the emperour Claudius, not only vnworthy of Empreffe degree, but of the
who being abufed by many, at length arriued
title of Woman
to futch abhominable luft, as not contented with dayly adulterous
:

life,

would

refort to the

common

publike harlots haunted, for

little

hire,

with eche flaue did humble herfelfe

but

w eared,

returned

home

where the ruffians and
and there for vileft price
and at night not fatiffied,

ftewes,

:

to hir Palace, not afliamed to difclofe

any that lift to looke vpon hir and for victory of that
game, contended with her lyke. But not to fay fo mutch
of hir as I finde in Plinie his naturall hiftory, in Suetonius, and
Cornelius Tacitus, I leaue hir to hir felfe, bycaufe I haue made
promife to remember the diflioneft loue for example fake, which
I read of Fauftina, whofe beauty of al Writers is vouched to be
moft excellent, if excellency of good life had thereunto ben coupled.
She was the daughter and wyfe of two holy and vertuous Emperours, the one called Antonius Pius, the other Marcus Antonius.
This M. Antonius in all vertuous workes was perfect and Godly,
and fingulerly loued his wife Fauftina, and although flie was
infamous to the world, and a Fable to the people, yet he cared not
hir felfe to

:

beaftly

was the paffing loue hee bare vnto hir. Leaue
amongs the noble fort,
without regard vnto hir moft noble hufbande, and come wee to
treate of a certaine fauage kind of luft flie had to one of the
for the fame, futch

we

to fpeake of hir beaftly behauiour
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Gladiatores,

whych were

a certaine fort of Gamfters in

which we terme to be Maifters of defence.
lone with this Gladiator, as

take any

ing hir

reft.

ftate,

flie

She was

could not eat, drink, or

Rome,

fo far in
flepe,

two moft worthy Emperors, dyfdayned not

to fubmitte her

Body

to the Bafenefle of one of the vileft fort, a Rafcal Fencer,

many

ne

This Fauftina was fo vnfhamefaft, as not regardbeing as I fayde before the daughter and wife of

and

times would goe to Caieta, a Citie and hauen of Campania,

ioyne hir felfe with the galye flaues there. Hir hufbande
which loued her dearely, comfortying his feble louing wyfe fo well
as he coulde, caufed the beft Phyficians he could finde, to come
vnto hir for recouery of hir health. But all the deuyfed phyfike
In
of the world was not able to cure her, fhe was fo loueficke.
the end knowing by long experience the fauour and loue hir husband bare vnto hir, and knowing that nothing could withdraw
his continued minde, fhe tolde him, that al the torment and payne
to

was for the loue of a gladiator, towards whom hir
was fo miferably bent, that except fhe had his company,
death was the next medicine for hir difeafe. The good hufband
whych beyond meafure 'loued his wife, comforted hir with fo
louing wordes as he could, and bad hir to bee of good cheare,
promifinge hee would prouide remedy.
Afterwards confulting
with a wife man a Chaldee born, opened vnto him the efFe6t of
his wiue's difeafe, and how fhe was loueficke with futch a perfon
fhee fuftained,

loue

one of the Gamflers of the City, promifing great rewardes
could by his fecretes ferche out redrefTe to faue hir

Chaldee could

tel

him none

life.

if

he

The

other remedy, but that he mufl caufe

the Gladiator to be flaine, and with the bloud of

him

to anoint the

body of the EmprefTe, not telling vnto hir what the ointment was:
which don, that he mufl: goe to naked bed to hir, and do the aft
of matrimony. Some Hiftoriographers do write, that the Chaldee
gaue him counfell, that Fauftina fhould drinke the bloud of the
Gladiator, but the mofl part, that hir body was bathed in the fame.*
But how fo euer it was, it would haue cooled the hottefi: Gentle-

woman's ftomack

To

in the world, to be

anoynted with

like Salue.

conclud the Gladiator was flayne and the medicine made and

applied to the Pacient, and the

Emperour

lay with the EmprefTe,
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and begat
diator,

hir

with childe.

And

immediatly

flie

neuer after that tyme remembring him.
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forgot the GlaIf this medicine

were applied to our carnall louinge dames (which God defend)
they would not onely follow Fauftina in forgetfulnes, but alfo
would miflike hir Phifike: and not greatly regard the counfell

By meanes of this medicine and copulation
was the Emperour Commodus borne, who rather refembled
the Gladiator than his Father: in whofe breaft refted
a ftorehoufe of mifchyefe and vyce, as Herodian and other Wryters plentifully do

of futch doftours.

wryte.
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THE ELEUENTH NOUELL.
Chera hid a treafure
the halter about a
left the halter.

Elifa going about to hang her felfe, and tying
beame found that treafure, and in place thereof
Philene the daughter of Chera going for that
:

treafure, and bu/ily fearching for the fame, found the halter,
wherewithal for difpayrefhe -would haue hanged hirfelfe, but forbidden by Elifa, who by chaunce efpied Mr, fhe was reftored to

part of Mr

loffe,

leading afterwards a happy and profperous lyfe.

Fortune, the Lady Regent and Gouernefle of man's lyfe, fo altreth
and chaungeth the ftate thereof, as many times we fee the noble
borne from that great mighty port, wherein they be, debafed fo
farre, as either infamoufly their lyfe is fpent in the hungry lap of

Dame

Penury, or

elfe

contriued in the vgly lothfom houfe of

Somehomely countrey caban, or rude ciuile fhoppe, attaine to that whych
the onely honorable and gentle do afpire and he agayne that is
ambicious in climbing vp the turning wheele, throwen down
beneth the brink of aduerfe luck, whelmed in the ditch and pit

Wantonnefle, the ftepdame of
times

all

we marke the vnnoble ladde

honefty and vertue.

that

was noofeled

in the

:

We

of black defpaire.

note alfo fometimes that the careleffe

giftes, hath (vnlooked for) his mouth and
crammed full of promotion and worlde's delights. Such is
the maner of hir fickle ftay whereof this Hiftory enfuing, gyueth

wyght of Fortune's

throte

:

fome

intelligence,

by remembring the deftenied luck of 3 pore

fory girles that were left deftitute of defired things, both like to

and yet both holpen with that they mofl: defired
which in this fort beginneth. In the time that Scipio Affricanus
had befieged the City of Carthage, Chera that was a widow
(dwellinge there) feeinge the daunger at hand wherein the Citty
ftoode, and doubtynge the loffe and ouerthrowe of the fame, and that
the honor of the dames and womankinde, coulde vneths be fafe and
harmeleffe, determined not to abide the vttermoft: and hauinge a
good quantity of Gold and precious ftones, fhe beflowed the fame
in a cafquet, and hid it vpon one of the beames of hir houfe,

fal into defpaire,

:
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purpofinge

when

the

ftir
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and daunger was

paft, to

houfe agayne for thofe hir hidden things.
habite of a poore

woman with

was about 5 or 6 yeares

retourne to hir

Which

done, in the

her onely daughter in hir hand that

of age, fhe

went out

of Carthage, and

paffed ouer the Seas into Scicilia, where falling ficke, after fhe had

bene there three or foure yeares, at length died. But before fhee
departed, fhee called her Daughter before hir, then about Ten yeares
And
olde, and told hir the place where flie had layed hir Cafket.

by reafon of the
loufly

giuen to a
of

victory gotten

by

Scipio, the city

was maruel-

chaunged, and amongs other things, the houfe of Chera was

Mynd,

Romane
as hee

Souldiour that was fo enriched with Nobilyty

was poore of Fortune's Goods.

Whych

Chera

vnderftandyng, was forowfull, and doubted of hir thynges fecretlye beftowed

vppon the beame.

daughter, that for fo

much

Wherevpon

fhe fayd vnto hir

was

in the poffeffion of

as their houfe

an other, fhe ought to be wife and circumfpeft in the recouerye
of hir hidden goods and that hir death was the more greuous
vnto hir, becaufe fhe muft leaue hir (fo yong a maiden) vnprouided
of frendes for hir good gouernement.
But yet fhe incouraged hir
that fith neceffity approched, fhe mufl in
againe and fayd
childyfhe age, put on a graue and auncient minde, and beware
howe fhee bewrayed that cafket to any perfon, for that of purpofe
fhee referued the knowledge thereof, to hir felf, that it might
ferue for hir preferment, and procure hir a hufband worthy of hir
And the maiden demaundinge the value of the fame, fliee
felfe.
told hir that it was worth cc. Talentes, and gaue hir in writing
the particulars inclofed within the Cafkette, and that the lyke bill
:

:

Ihee fhould find within the fame, written

And

fo

the good

woman

wyth

hir

owne Hande.

within a while after dyed, leauyng be-

hynde hir the yong mayden hir daughter, that maruelloufly lamented the death of hir mother, accordingly as nature taught hir,
and ech other reafonable wyght depriued from their dearefl friends.
The maiden for hir yeres was very wife, and would difclofe to
none what her mother had fayd, keeping the writing very careNot long after Philene (whych was the maiden's name)
.fully.
fell in loue with a Gentleman of Scicilia of greate reputation and
authority, who al bee it he faw hir to be very faire and comely,
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yet cared not for hir loiie in refpeft of Maryage, for that hee

knewe hir to bee poore, and withoute dowrie mete for a Gentleman,
ieftyng and mocking to fee hir fixe hir minde on him, for defyre
to haue him to hir hufbande, that was a perfonage fo noble and
rich

:

which

refufall pierced

of the tender maiden,

the hearte

nothynge elfe, but for want
of goods whych made hir to think and confider, howe lliee
myght recouer the riches that hir mother had layed vp in Carthage.
It chaunced as fhe was in this meditation, the daughter
of him to whome the Houfe of Chera was giuen, called Elifa,
was likewife enamoured of a noble yong gentleman in Carthage,
who bicaufe Elifa was the daughter of a Souldiour, and not very
rich, in like manner laughed and iefled at hir loue, no lefle than
the other did at Philene. Notwithftanding Elifa attempted al
meanes pofKble to induce the yong man to loue hir, but hir practife and attemptes tended to none effeft.
And laft of all, defirous
to haue a refolute anfwere, and thereby vnderftode, that he would
bicaufe fhe faw hir felfe forfaken for
:

rather dye than take hir to

Wyfe, fhe fell into defpayre and curfled
was not borne riche enough to

fortune, and hir fate, that fhe

match wyth
fall

in loue

Gentleman, and that fhe being poore, muft
whereupon fhe miferably
ftill bewaylinge hir vnhappy lucke, that fhee

hir chofen

wyth futch a perfonage

tormented hir felfe,
could not win him to be
purpofe fhe loued him.

growing in

hir,

:

hir hulband, for

And

this

whych only

amorous

paflion

the rootes whereof be planted in the

mor

of melancholy, and wanting

that

Ranke and Rammifhe weede,

all

intent and
incredibly
reftlefle

hope and comforte to

it fo

huflay

increafed in her, as fhee

franticke in raging loue gaue hir felfe ouer to the fpoyle of herfelf :

and to rid her from the griefe, fhe determined to kill hir
imagining whych way fhe might do the fame. At length
was refolued, with hir father's fword to peerce hir body:

felfe,

fhe

but hir heart not feruing hir thereunto, deuifed by the halter to
end her lyfe, faying thus to herfelfe "Thys death yet fhal do
me good, that the cruel man may know that for his fake I haue
:

done this faft and if his heart be not made of Iron or fleele, he
can not chofe but forrowe and lament, that a poore mayde whych
loued him better than hir owne lyfe, hath made futch wretched
:
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ende onely for

his cruelty."

Elifa concludinge
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vpon

this intent,

and being alone in her houfe, in the chamber
where the Cafket lay vpon the beanie, placed a ftoole vnder the
fame, and began to tye the halter about the beame in doinge
whereof, fhe efpied the cafket, and reached the fame vnto hir,
who feeling it to be heauy and weighty, immediatly did open it,
and founde the Byll within, which Chera had written with hir owne
prepared a Halter

:

:

handj agreable to that which fhe had deliuered to hir daughter,

wherein were particularly remembred the lewels and other riches
fafl clofed

within the cafket.

Who

difclofing the bagges

wherein

the gold and lewels were bound vp, and feeing the great value of
the fame, wondred thereat, and ioyfull for that fortune, hid the rope
which fhe had prepared for hir death, in the place where fhe found
the cafket, and with great gladnefTe and mirth went vnto hir
father, and fhewed him what fhe had found, whereat the father
reioyced no lefTe, then his daughter Elifa did, bicaufe he fawe
himfelfe thereby to be difcharged of his former poore life, and like
to proue a man of ineflimable wealth and fubflance
and faw
likewife that the poore wench his daughter, by the addicion of
thofe riches, was like to attayne the party whom fhee loued.
When he had taken forth thofe bagges and well furueyed the
value, to the intent no man might fufpeft the fodayne mutation
of his ftate, tooke his daughter with him, and went to Rome,
where after he had remayned certayne monethes, hee returned to
Carthage, and began very galantly to apparell himfelfe, and to
keepe a bountifull and liberall houfe.
His table and port was
very delicate and Sumptuous, and hys Stable flored wyth many
fayre HorfTe, in all poynftes fheewinge himfelfe very Noble and
rich by which fodayne chaunge of flate, the whole Citty beleeued
that he had brought that wealth from Rome. And bicaufe it
is the common opinion of the vulgar fort, that where there is no
riches, there is no nobility, and that they alone make men noble
and gentle (a foolyfhe Opinion in deede proceedinge from heads
that be rafh and light) the people markynge that porte and charge
kept by the Souldiour, conceyued that he was of fome noble
houfe. And throughout the whole Citty great and folemne honour
was done vnto him whereupon the young Gentleman, with whom
:

:

:

TWO MAIDENS

268
Elifa

was in

loue^

began to bee afhamed of himfelfe, that he had

difdayned the mayden.

Whych mayden

to be in futch reputation,

made

feeing hir Father's houfe

fute to her father, that he

procure the Gentleman to bee hir hufband.

But hir

would

father wylled

any wyfe to keepe fecret hir defire, and not to feeme her
bee in loue, and wyfely tolde hir, that more meete it
was that fhe fhould bee folicited by him, than fhee to make
hir in

felfe to

fute or requefl: for mariage:

alleaginge that the

lefle

defirous

the gentleman had bene of hir, the more deare and better beloued

hym. And many tyraes when hys Daughter
was demaunded to Wyfe, he made aunfwere that matrimony was a
ftate of no litle importance, as enduring the whole courfe of Lyfe,
and therefore ought well to bee confidered and wayed, before any
conclufion were made. But for all thefe demaundes and aunfwers,
and all thefe ftops and ftayes, the mayden was indowed with an
honeft dowry, and in the end her louer and flie were maried,
with fo great pleafure and fatiffaftion of them both, as they
fhee flioulde be to

deemed themfelues happy. In the meane time while thefe things
were done at Carthage, Philene in Scicilia toke thought how Ihe
might recouer her goods geuen to her by her mother, defirous
by their meanes alfo to fort hir earneft and ardent loue to happy
fuccefle.
And debatinge with her felfe (as we haue fayd before)
howe fhe might obtayne them, becaufe the houfe was in pofleffion of an other, thought it to bee agaynfi: reafon and order,
that although fhe had loft hir houfe, yet hir goods ought to be
reftored vnto hir, which were hir onely mayntenance and reputation, and the fitteft inftrument that fhould conduft her loue to
happy ende. And hearinge tell that the Father of Elifa the poffefTor of hir mother's houfe lined at Carthage in great royalty
and magnificence, thought that if by fome fleight and pollicie fhe
founde not meanes to enter the houfe without fufpicion, hir
attempt would be in vayne determined therefore to goe to Car:

thage, and to feeke feruice in that houfe, counterfaytinge the kynde

and habite of a Page.

For fhe confidered, that if fhe went thither
mayden, fhe fhould incur the perill of

in order and apparell of a

her virginity, and

fall

into the lapfe of

diuers other daungers,

purpofed then to go thyther in maner of a Page and lacky.

And
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when

fhe had in that fort furnifhed hirfelfcj fhe pafled the Seas,
and arriued at Carthage. And feekinge feruice about the City
at length chaunced to be retayned in a houfe that was next
nej'ghbour to the Souldier, and bicaufe this wench was gentle
and of a good difpofition^ was wel beloued of her maifter, who

being the frend of

Elifa^ hir

many

Father

times fent vnto

him

and gifts by Philene^ wherevppon flie began
to be acquainted and familiar with the feruantes of the houfe,
and by her oft repayre thyther viewed and marked euery corner,
and vpon a time entred the chamber wherein hir Mother Chera
olde hir, that fhee had beflowed hir goods, and lookinge vpont
the Beames efpied by certayne Signes and tokens, one of
them to be the fame where the Cafket lay and therewithal wel
fatiffied and contented, verily fuppofed that the cafket ftill remayned there, and without further bufineffe for that time, expected fome other feafon for recouery of the fame.
In the ende, the
good behauiour and diligence of Philene, was fo liked of Elifa,
as hir father and fhe made fute to hir maifter to giue hir leaue to
feme them, who bycaufe they were his friends, preferred Philene
vnto them, and became a page of that houfe.
And one day
fecretly repayrynge into the chamber, where the treafure lay
mounted vppon a ftoole, and fought the beame for the cafket:
where fhe found no cafket, but in place where that lay, the halter,
wherwithal Elifa woulde haue ftrangled hir felf. And fearching all
the parts of the Chamber and the beames, and finding nothing elfe
but the halter, fhe was furprifed with futch incredible forrowe, as
diners

prefents

:

fhe feemed like a flock, without fpiryte, voice or

being come againe to hir

complayn in

this

felfe,

maner:

began

fhee

"Ah

Afterwardes,

life.

pitifully to

lament and

wretched Philene, vnder what

vnluckie figne and planet was thou begotten and borne? wyth

what

offence were the heauens wroth,

wombe ?

when they

forced thee to

when I was
framed within the moulde of nature, and fed of my mother's fubflance within hir wombe, and afterwards in due time brought
pierce thy mother's

forth to light,

commit fuch

Could

I

poore creature

crime, as to prouoke the

preflions to confpire agaynfl

my

celefliall

im-

Natiuity, to brynge mine in-

creafed age into fuch wretched flate

and plighte wherein

it is

now

::

TWO MAIDENS

270

wrapped ? No, no, my faulte was nothing,
if any were at all
for many times we
:

afflifted for the father's guilt.

it

was parent's

The Gods do

offence,

innocent babe

fee the

punifli the pofterity,

committed by progenitors
theyr manner is not to fuffer heynous faultes vnreuenged their
iuftice cannot abide fuch mifchief vncorrefted for example fake
fo fareth it by me.
Firfl: my father died, after wardes my Mother
a widow was driuen to abandon natiue foyle, and feeke reliefe in
for

fom

facrilege or notorious crime

:

and leaning that wherwith we were pofleffed in enimies keping, were forced a fimple life to leade among ftraungers.

forrain land

:

And my mother,

yelding forth hir ghoft,

made me

beleue that fhee

had hidden great treafures here and I vnhappy wench thinking
to obteine the pray, haue wandred in counterfeit kind, and fetche:

many

figh, vntil I came into this place
and the thing
which myght haue bene the meanes and ende of all
my care, is turned to nothyng: a cafket tranfformed into a halter
gold and Jewels into a piece of rope?
Is this the mariage dowry
(Philene) thou art like to haue to match with him whom thou fo
derely loueft?
Is this the knot that fhall conioyne you both in
yoke of man and wife ? Ah wretch and miferable caitife, the goods
thy mother layd vp for thee, for maintenance of thy reft, and
fafegarde of thine honour, and for the reputation of thy noble
houfe, wherof thou camft, is now berieued from thee they that
kepe this ftately houfe, and beare their lofty port amid the beft,
haue defpoiled thee pore wench of that after which thou didft
vainly trauayle. But what remedye now ? fith thy wicked lot

ed
I

hoped

a bitter

:

for,

:

out, fith thy cruel fate

is loth thou (houldeft aton whych thy mind is bente, and fith thy painfull
lyfe can take no ende, make fpede to rid thy felfe from mifery by
that meanes which he hath prepared for thee that hath found thy
goods who feeing his good aduenture to be thy bane, his happy

doth thus

fall

teine the thing

:

pray to bee thy fpoyle, hath

left

in lieu of treafure, a halter, that

therwith thou mighteft difpatch thy felfe from

all thy griefes, and in
vnhappye companye to ceafe thy life, that the lothfom, lengthning of the fame might not increafe thy further plaints, forowes,
anguifh and affliftion. And in the place where infortunate Philene
toke hir beginning, ther the Miferable wretche muft finifhe that,

their
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Peraduenture

from

mortall

this

liueth,

may come
charge,

and by him

alfo

when thy

to pafle as

ftalke

it fhall

whom

I

no longer can be maynteined.

hir defired gaine

it

27

fhe

foule

is

lofed

whom

by hym, by

it

thought to ioy in greateft con-

did." And thus plaininge and
had
ended thofe words {he tyed
il fortune, when fhe
the halter about the beame, where fometimes hir Treafure lay,
which beyng done fhee put the fame about hir necke, fayinge:
" O crooked Lady Fortune, that haft thus vnfrendly dealt with thine

tentation that euer mortall

woman

fighing hir

humble clyent

:

Ah

the diftreffed that
playe the

difpayre, thou vgly wretch

is

vnwillinge to leaue

Ah

Hangman.

my

and companion of

haunte vntyll thou

Dyuell incarnate that goeft aboute to

Out vppon

hale and plucke the innocent into thy hellifh caue.

the thou deformed

hellifla

dogge, that waiteft at the fiery gate to

them in, which faine would paffe an other porte." And as
was powrying forth thefe fpitefull wordes, redy to remove the
ftoole to fetch hir fwynge, the Gods which would not giue confent,
that the innocent wench fhould enter that vile and opprobrious
death, moued the heart of Elifa, to pafle by the place where
fhe was in workynge on her felfe that defperate end
who hearing
thofe moneful plaints vttred after fuch terrible manner, opened
the Chamber doore, and faw that myferable fight and ignorant of
the occafion, moued with pity, ranne and ftayed hir from the fa£t,
faying thus vnto hir: "Ah Philene," (whych was the name that
fhe had giuen to hir felfe) " what folie hath bewitched thy mind ?
What phrenfie hath incharmed thy braine ? What harde aduenture
hath moued thee in this miferable wife, to ende thy life ? " " Ah "

lette

fhee

:

:

(fayd Philene) " fuffer

me

Elifa, to finifh

my

tormentes

:

giue

me

vnburden myfelfe from the bande of cares that do afTaile
me on euery fide lette thefe Helhoundes that ftande heare rounde
about mee, haue theyr praye for which they gape. Thou moued
by compaffion, arte come hither to ftay mee from the Halter but
in doyng fo, thou doeft mee greater wrong, than doeth defpayre
liberty to

:

:

whych eggeth me

may

therunto.

take fome end,

vnhappy

fate:

fith cruel

Suffer I fay, that

fortune willeth

for fowre death

is

it

fweeter in

mine

to be

my

bitter life contriued in fharper fauce than gall or

fo,

afflidlions

or rather

conceit,

than

wormwood."

"
:
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Elifa hearing her fpeake thefe wordes, fayd

thy myfhap

is

fuch, as onely death

:

" For

fo

much

as

the neareft remedy to de-

is

priue thy payne, what wicked chaunce hath induced thee, in this

houfe to

finifh

to futch

augury to

thofe thy miferies?

What

hath prouoked the

our moft happy and ioyfull family

this

?

" Forced

is the partye " (fayd Philene) " fo to doe when deftenye hath fo appointed." " What defteny is that ? " demaunded
Elifa.
"Tell mee I befeech thee, perchaunce thou mayfl: preuent the fame by other remedy than that whereabout thou

"No,"

goeft."
fatiffie

(anfwered Philene) "that

thy requeft which

thee the

fumme

of

al

my

fo inftantly

miferie."

is

impoffible, but to

thou craueft of me,
In faying

fo

I wil tel

the teares gufhed

and hir voice brake oute into complaints, and thus
began to fay: "Ah Elifa, why fhould I feke to prolong my
wretched life in this vale of wretchednefle, wherein I haue ben fo
forth hir eyes,

my

mother pitieng mine eftate and feeynge
me voyde of frends, and a fatherleffe child vpon hir death bed,
difclofed vnto me a treafure which fhe had hidden vpon this
beam whervnto this halter (the beft remedy of my mifery) is tied
and I making ferch for the fame, in place of that treafure
found this halter, ordeined as I fuppofe (by what miffortune I
knowe not) for my death and where I thought among the happy
to be the moft happy, I fee my felfe amongs al vnlucky women
miferably afflifted

?

:

to be the mofl. vnfortunate."

Elifa hearing hir fay fo, greatly

" Why then I perceiue thou art a woman
and not a man." "Yea, truly," anfwered the vnhappy mayden:
" A finguler example of extreme mifery to all fortes of women."
"And why fo?" demaunded Elifa. "Bicaufe" (anfwered Philene) "that the peftilent planet vnder which I was borne, will
haue it to be fo." And then fhe told hir al that which had chaunced from the time of hir mother's departure out of Carthage, and
how fhe went into Scicilia and recounted vnto hir the loue that fhe
bare to a Scicilian Gentleman, and howe that he difdayning hir for
whervpon to atchieue hir
hir pouerty, refufed to be hir hufband
defire as loth to forgoe him, was come in maner of a page to Carthage, to recouer the riches which hir Mother had hidden there, to
maruelled and fayd

:

:

the intente fhe might obtaine

(if

not by other meanes) with fom

:
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yong Gentleman to hufband whom fhe fo dearely
then reenforcing hir complaint, fhe faid That fith
Fortune had defpoiled hir of that which might haue accomplifhed
rich dowrie, the

And

loued.

:

no caufe why flie fliould any longer liuej the
was prepared for hir to end her daies, and to rid hir life

hir defire, refting

halter

from troubles. And therefore flie praied hir to be contented, that
fhe might make that end which hir mifaduenture and wicked fortune had predeflinate. I doubt not but there be many, which
vnderflanding that the treafure did belong to Philene, if they had
found the like as Elifa did, would not onely not haue forbidden
hir the Death, but alfo by fpeedy meanes haue haflened the fame,
for fo mutch as by that occafion the hidden treafure fhould haue
ben out of flrife and contention fo greate is the force of couetousnelTe in the minde of man.
But good Elifa knew ful wel the
mutability of Fortune in humaine thinges, for fo mutch as fhe by
feeking death, had fonde the thinge which not onely deliuered hir
from the fame, but made hir the befl contented woman of the
:

And

worlde.

and by

Philene feekinge hir contentation, in place thereof,

found the thinge that would haue ben the
moued with very great compaffion of
the mayden, defired to haue better aduertifement howe that treafure could belong to her. Then Philene fhewing forth hir mother's
writing, which particularly remembred the parcels within the
cafket, and Elifa feeinge the fame to be agreeable to the hand
wherewith the other was written that was founde in the cafket,
was afllured that all the gold and Jewels which fhe had found, did
like occafion,

inflrument of hir death, and

belong vnto Philene, and fayd vnto hirfelfe "The Gods defend
I fhould prepare the halter for the death of this innocent
:

that

Wench, whofe

fubflaunce hath yelded vnto

mee my

hart's defire."

comforting the mayden, in the ende fhe fayd " Be contented
Philene, and giue ouer this thy defperate determination, for both

And

:

thy lyfe fhalbe prolonged, and thy difcontented minde appeafed,
hoping thou fhalt receyue the comforte thou defirefl." And with
thofe words fhe lofed the halter from hir neck, and takinge hir by
the hand, brought hir to the place where hir Father and hufband
were, and did them to vnderftand the force and terms whereunto
the fier of loue and defperation had brought that amorous mayden
VOL.

II.

s
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tellinge

them that

found (where fhe

minded

hang

to

all

left

the treafure and

lewels which fhe had

the halter, and wherewith Philene was

hir felfe) did

to hir: then fhe did let

them

by good right and reafon belonge
fe the counterpayne of that bill

which was in the cafket, in all points agreeable thereunto, declaringe moreouer that verye lyke and reafonable yt were, like curteiie fhould bee vfed vnto her, as by whom they hadde receyued
fo greate honoure and delyghte.
Her hufband which was a
Carthagian borne, very churlifhe and couetous, albeit by conferring the writings together, he knewe the matter to be true, and
that Philene ought to be the pofTefTor thereof, yet by no meanes
would agree vnto hys wyue's requefl, but fell into a rage, callinge
hir Foole and Ideot, and fayinge that hee had rather that fhee had
bene a Thoufande tymes hanged, than he would giue hir one
peny and although fhe had faued hir life, yet fhe ought to be
:

banifhed the Citty, for fo

mutch

as the

fame and

all

the propertie

thereof was brought into the Romane's handes, and

fame

hir mother's houfe,

and

al

amongs

the

hir goods in polTeffion of the

part, at their difpofition and pleafure.
And
mutch as hir mother and fhee had departed
Carthage, and would not abide the hazarde and extremity of their

viftors,

and euery

moreouer, for

fo

country as other Citizens

did, and hauing concealed and hidden
which ought to haue ben brought forth for the common defence of their countrey, and gone out of the Citty as though
fhe had ben a poore iimple Woman, poorely therefore fhe ought
to lyue in Scicilia, whyther fhe was fled.
Wherefore he was of

thofe riches

opinion, that fhe in this

maner beinge departed when the Citty

had greatefl neede of hir helpe, was diffranchifed of all the rightes
and cuftomes of the countrey, and that like as a flraunger can
recouer nothinge in that Citty, except he haue the priuiledge and
Freedome of the fame, euen fo Philene (for the confiderations
before recited) ought to be compted for a flraunger, and not to
participate any thinge within the City, accordingly as the lawes
forbid.
When he had fo fayd, he was like by force to expell the
forrowfull

Philene,

mayden out

who

doubted

of the houfe.
leafl his

Thefe wordes greatly grieued

father in law would haue ioyned

with him, and agree vnto hys alleaged reafons, whych feemed to

:
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and therefore thought newly

to returne to the Halter for remedy of hir griefes; but

wife chauncedj for the Father of Elifa, which was a

borne, and afFefted with a

Romane minde, and

it

other-

Romane

therefore of a

Gentle and well difpofed nature, knew ful wel, that although the
houfe was giuen vnto him by the confent of Scipio, and other
the Captaynes, yet he

on him the

knew

that their pleafure was not to beftowe

and therefore ought to
and properly due
common
treafure
houfe
of the fame
to the Romane Efchequer, or
and albeit that it was true that hir Mother went out of Carthage,
in the time of the Siege, and therefore had forfayted the fame, yet
he determined to fhewe fome curtefie vnto the younge mayden, and
to be thankfull to fortune, for the benefite which by hir meanes
he had receyued, thinkinge that fhe would be difpleafed with
him, if he with vngratefull minde or difhonourable intent fhould
receyue hir giftes. For in thofe dayes the Romans highly reuerenced Lady Fortune, and in hir honour had Erefted Temples, and
treafure hidden in the fame,

be reftored to the true owner, or

elfe confifcate

Dedicated Aultars, and in profperous tyme and happy aduentures,
they confecrated vowes, and

facrifices

vnto

hir,

thinkinge (although

from God there proceeded none euil,
from him all goodnefle was deriued that all felicity
and other good happes, whych chaunced vppon the Romane
Common wealth, proceeded from Fortune, as the Fountayne and
mofl Principall Occafion, and that they which would not confefle
hir force, and be thanckful vnto hir Godheade, incurred in the
ende hir Difpleafure and Daungers very great and haynous. This
Romane then hauing this opinion, beinge (as I fayd before) of
a gentle Difpofition woulde at one inftant both render thankes
to Fortune, and vfe curtefie vnto that mayden, by whofe riches
and goods from lowe degree he was aduanced to honourable
Wherefore turning his Face vnto hir, with louing counteftate.
naunce he fpake thefe wordes: "Right gentle damofel, albeit by
fuperfticioufly) that like as

euen

fo

:

the reafons alleged by

my

fonne in law, none of the treafure

hidden by thy mother, and founde by

my

Daughter

in thys houfe,

of right doth appertayne to thee, yet I will that thou fhalte

vnderftande

my

curtefie,

and that thou

fee

how

the

Romanes
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doe more efteeme the nobility of their mindej than all the riches
of the world. Therefore that thou mayft enioy thy loue, I re-

vnto thee and to thy difpofition

ferre

that were in the Cafket,

and contayned

all

the goods and lewels

in thy writinge.

Beholde

therefore (caufing the caflcet to be brought vnto him) all the
lewels and other parcels that were in the fame when they were
founde, take fo mutch thereof as thou wilt, and if fo bee thou
I render the fame vnto thee, Athens
and the induftry of my trafique, I haue
as hauinge gyuen a conuenient dowry vnto my
daughter, I honorably Hue without it."
Philene feeing the curtefie of this valiaunt gentleman, gaue him infinite thanks, and
then fayd vnto him " Sir, I for my part dare afke nothinge,
well knowinge that if you geue me nothinge, there is no caufe
why I fhoulde complayne of you, but of my hard and wicked
fortune, whych hath offered and giuen that to you, which ought
to haue bin mine.
Wherefore, fith your curtefie is futch, as you
refer the whole to mee, I purpofe to take nothing, but will that
the whole fhall bee in your difpofition, and giue mee what you
lift, and that fo gieuen of your liberality, I fhal more thankfully
receiue, than if debt or duty did conftrayne it
and if it fhall
pleafe you to giue me nothing, my heart fhal bee fo well appeafed,

defire the

whole, willingly

by means of thofe
gayned fo mutch,

riches,

:

:

for that

your

woulde I chofe to Hue in the
am, than be rych with your difpleafure."

curtefie, as rather

poore eftate wherein

I

Howbeit, the Romayne intreated Philene to take thereof what
Ihee thought good
and Philene craued no more than it pleafed
:

hym

Eyther of them ftandinge vpon thefe termes Elifa,
brake the ftrife, who knowinge the force of loue, and the griefes
incident to his clients, by hir own harmes, moued to haue comto gyue.

vpon the afHi£led, turned towardes hir father, and fayd vnto
him "Right louinge father, the contencion betweene Philene and
you, is rifen of a matter which came by me. The treafure for
which you ftriue, and committed to the will of Philene, was
found by me, whereof if it pleafe you both, I wy]] take futch
" I am contented," fayd
order, as both you fhalbe fatiffied."
paffion
:

hir father

Eliza

:

"

:

"

You

And

I

likewife," aunfwered

father hitherto haue

Philene.

Then

fayd

had but one Daughter, which

:
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and louinge daughter I haue bene
my lyfe and I agayne haue
receiued from you futch fatherly education, as your ability and
ftate required.
This treafure I found and gaue to you for eafe
and comfort of vs both to me it yelded the only delegation of
my heart in choyfe of hufband to you honour and eftimation
within thys Citty. Wherefore, fith the principal came from me,
and the right refteth in this careful maiden, my defire is, that
where before you had but one daughter, you will adopt this mayden for another, and thinke that you have twaine, and that you
will intreate Philene in like fort as if fliee were my lifter and
where this Inheritance and reuenue wherewith now you be poffefled, and this cafket alfo ought to be onely myne after your
deceafe, for that you haue no fonnes, nor other Iffue, my defire is
that you geue vnto her the halfe, and that you accept hir for your
daughter, as I doe meane to take hir for my fifter and accordingely to vfe hir duringe lyfe."
With thefe wordes Elifa imbraced Philene, and louingly dyd kifle hir, fayinge vnto hir
"For my fifter I entertayn thee Philene." And then fhee tooke
hir by the hand and gaue hir vnto hir father with thefe wordes
"Beholde father, your new daughter, whom I befeech you fo harThe father
tily to loue as you do Elifa your naturall chylde."
prayfed the curtefie of Elifa, and receiued Philene for his daughter and was contented wyth the Arbitrament of his Daughter.
But Elifa perceyuing hir hufband to be fomewhat offended therewyth, fpecially for that the fame fliould be deuided into two
partes, which was like to haue bene hys wholly before, perfuaded
hym by gentle meanes to be content wyth that agreement and
I,

vnto

like a chylde

obedient, and fhalbe

all

the dayes. of

:

:

:

:

:

:

although at the

firft

he could not well brooke the

liberality of his

wyfe, yet at length viewinge the good behauiour and gentle difpofition of Philene, and the contented minde of his father in law,
together with the noble nature of his wyfe, and hir wife aduer-

tifement of Fortune's fickle afllurance, yelded, and acknowledged
Philene for hys kinfwoman. And fo Philene put in pofleffion
of the halfe of thofe goods, whereof fhe was altogether out of
hope, was well fatiffied, and had the Romane for hir father, Elifa
for hir

fifter,

and hir hufband for hir kinfman.

That valyant

2
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Roman was

fo careful ouer Philene, as

if

fhe

had ben

his

owne

daughter, and fo indeuored, as he brought to pafle that fhe obteined hir beloued Scicilian to hufbande

:

who

alfo fent for

hym

where he continued with his wife in the Romane's
houfe, and loved them both fo dearely as though he had ben
father to the one, and father in lawe to the other.
In this maner
thefe two poore wenches attained their two hufbands, for hauing
of whom, theyr onely care was for Ryches, and for lacke thereof
were dryuen to defpayre and in the ende both (though diuerlly,
and the one more fortunat than the other) recouered riches, and
with the fame theyr hufbandes, to their heartes Angular ioye and
contentation. Which lucke I wyfhe to all other poore dries (but
not hangyng rype, or louynge in defpayre) that bend their mindes
on Mariage, and feeke to people by that eftate, their countrey
to Carthage,

:

common wealth. But leauinge for a time thefe Tragicall Nouels
and heauy chaunces, wee purpofe to remember fome morall matters
right worthy of remembraunce Letters they bee from a godly
Pagane clerk, the famous Philofopher Plutarch, Schoolemaifter to
:

an Emperour of no leffe vertue, than hys mayfter's Schoole and
mynde was fraught with diuine Precepts, Wherefore proceede
(good Reader) to continue the paynes vpon the readinge of
thefe, fo well as

time before.

thou haft vouchfafed to employ thy

They fhal no

if

leffe delite

thee, if vertue

no leffe content thee
duty pleafe thee, than any delightfome thing, whereupon (at any tyme)
thou haft employed thy va-

brooke thee, they

flial

caunte tyme.
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THE TWELFTH NOUELLE.
LETTERS OF THE EMPEROUR TRAIANE.
Letters of the Pkilofopher Plutarch to the nolle and vertuous

perour Traiane, and from the fayd Emperour

to

Plutarch

Em:

the

alfofrom the fayd Emperour to the Senate of Rome. In all
which be conteyned godly rules for gouernment of Princes, obelyke

dience of SubieSis, and their duties to

BicAUSE

common

wealth,

thefe Letters enfuinge (proceeding from

the infallible

Schoole of Wifedome, and praftifed by an apt Scholler of the fame,

by a noble Emperor that was well trained vp by a famous Philofopher) in myne opinion deferue a place of Recorde amonge our
Englifhe Volumes, and for the wholfome errudition, ought to

Englifhmen in englifh fhape to bee defcribed, I haue thought
good in this place to introduce the fame. And although to fome
it fhal not peraduenture feeme fit and conuenient to mingle holy
with prophane, (accordinge to the prouerbe) to intermedle amongs
pleafaunt hiftories, erneft

epiftles,

amid amorous Nouels, learned

Letters, yet not to care for report or thought of futch findefaults,
I iudge them not vnfeemely, the courfe of thofe hiftories.
For
amid the diuine works of Philofophers and Oratours, amongs the
pleafaunt paynes of auncient Poets, and the Nouell writers of our
time, merry verfes fo well as moral! matters be mingled, wanton
bankets fo wel as wife difputations celebrated, tauntinge and
iocund Orations fo well as effeftuall declamations and perfuafions
pronounced. Thefe letters contayne many graue and wholefom
documents, fundry vertuous and chofen Infiiitutions for Prynces
and Noble men, yea and for futch as beare ofFyce and preferment
Theefe
in commonwealth from highefl: title to meaneft degree.
letters do vouch the reioyce of a Schoolemayfter for bringinge vp
a Scholler of capacity and aptnefle, to imbrace and Fix in Me-

mory

futch leflbns as he taught him.

Thefe Letters do gratulate

and remembre the ioy of the difciple for hauinge futch a maifter.
Thefe letters do pronounce the minde of a vertuous Prince towardes
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hys fubiefts for choyfe of him to the empire, and for that they

and condition, than to the nobiUty
be fliort, thefe letters fpeake and
pronounce the very humblenefle and fealty that ought to reft in

had

refpeft rather to the vertue

To

or other extreme accident.

with a thoufand other excellent fentences of
duties.
So that if the Emperour Nerua had bin aliue agayne to
perufe thefe letters and Epiftles of congratulation betweene the

fubiectes'

hearts

:

Schoolemayfter and Scholler, he would no
Plutarch than king Philip of

Macedon

haue reioyfed in

much

when

hee

hauinge futch a
Alexander was, as for that he was borne in futch a time,

affirmed himfelf to be happy, not fo

fonne as

lefle

did of Ariftotle,
for

as had brought Ariftotle to be his maifter.
That good Emperor
Nerua, fhewed a patern to his fucceflbr by his good vertuous lyfe
and godly gouernment, which made a fucceflbr and a people of
no lefle confequence than they were trayned, accordingly as
Herodian voucheth, that for the moft part the people be wont to

imitate the Life of their Prince and foueraygne Lord.

If Philip

deemed hymfelfe happy and bleflfed for hauing futch a fonne and
mayfter, then might Nerua terme himfelfe threefolde more happy
for futch a Nephew and futch a notable Schoolemayfter as Plutarch was, who not only by doftrine but by praftife proued a paffing good Scholler.
Alexander was a good Scholer and for the
time wel praftifed his maifter's

Lefl"ons,

bat afterwards as glory

and good hap accompanied his noble difpofition, fo did he degenerate from former life, and had quite forgotten what he had
learned, as the fecond Nouell of this Booke more at large declareth.
But Traiane of a toward Scholler, proued futch an Emperour and
vidtor ouer himfelfe, as fchoolinge and rulinge were in him miraculous, and furmounting Paragon of piety and vertue wherefore not to ftay thee from the perufinge of thofe Letters,
the right image of himfelfe: thus beglnneth
:

Plutarch

to

write vnto

his

Scholler Traiane.

famous
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Letter of the Philofopher Plutarch to the Emperor Traiane,

wherein

touched

is

how Gouerners

of

Common

wealths ought

to

he prodigal in deedes and /pare in words.

My

moft dread foueraygne Lorde^ albeit of longe tyme

known

the modefty of your mynde, yet neyther

I

I

haue

nor other liuing

man

did euer know that you afpired to that, which many men dewhich is to be Emperqur of Rome. That man fhould withdrawe himfelfe from honour, it were cleane without the boandes of
wyfedome but not to lycence the heart to defire the fame, that
truely is a worke diuine, and not proceedinge of humayne nature.
For he doeth indifferently well, that repreffeth the works which
his handes be able to do, without flaying upon his owne defires,
and for good confideration wee may terme thine Empire to be
very happy, fith thou haft fo nobly demeaned thy felfe to deferue
the fame without fearch and feekinge induftrious polllcy to atfire,

:

tayne thereunto.

I

haue

known

whych they

Rome many

within the city of

great perfonages, which were not fo

mutch honored

for the offices

were for the meanes and deuifes whereby
they fought to be aduaunced to the fame. May it pleafe you to
vnderftand (moft excellent Prince) that the honor of a vertuous
man doth not confift in the office, which he prefently hath, but
In fuch wife,
rather in the merites that preferred him thereunto
as it is the office that honoreth the partye, and to the officer there
By meanes wherof, when I rememrefteth but a painful charge.
bare, as they

:

ber that I was your gouerner from your youth, and inftrufted your

vertuous mind in
fo well for

tune, deming

time

letters, I

can not chofe but very

much

reioyce,

your foueraigne vertue, as for your maieftie's good

Rome

it

to be a great happinefle vnto

me

hath inioyed him to be their fouraigne

had in tymes paft to be
kyngdomes fome winne by
I

my

fcholler.

The

for-

my
whom

that in
lord,

principalities of

and maintayne them by armes,
which ought not fo to be in you, nor yet conceiue opinion of your
felfe, but rather to thinke that the empire which you gouerne by
vniuerfall confent, yee
iuftice.

And

therfore

force,

ought to entertayne and rule with general
if you loue and reuerence the Gods, if you
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bee pacient in trauels, warie in daungers, curteous to your people,

and not couetous of treafure, nor louer of
your owne defires you fhall make your fame immortall, and gouern the common wealth in foueraign peace that you be not a

gentle to ftraungers,
:

:

own

louer of your

there

is

I

defires,

fpeake

not withoute caufe,

no worfe gouernement than that which
For

wyll and priuate opinion.

as

wealth ought to lyue in feare of
feare of

it

him

he that gouerneth a

men, euen

al

fo

for
felfe

common

mutch more

in

in fo

ruled by the counfell of other.

hurt your

ruled by

mutch as he may commit greater errour
which his owne lufte commaundeth, than if he were

felfe,

by doinge that

is

felfe,

do correft your

and mutch
felfe

lefl!e

Afflire

you

fir,

that

you can not

preiudice vs your fubiefts, if you

before you

chafl;ife

others, eflieemyng that to

when you be prodigal in workes,
and fpare of fpeache. Afi"ay then to be fuch a one now, that you
do commaunde, as you were when you were commaunded. For
other wife it would lyttle auaile to do things for deferuing of the
bee a ryght good gouernment

afterwards your dedes be contrary to former deferts.

empyre,

if

To com

to honour

it is

a

humane worke, but

Take hede then
you do remembre and ftill reuolue
it is

a thing diuine.

Prince fupreme, fo to apply your
there

is

be iudges of their

Wherfore

Traiane) that

you be a
For
high, but that the Gods aboue
in minde, that as

felf to

men fo
thoughts, and men

no authority amongs

to conferue honour

(mofl: excellent

be a

paflling ruler.

beneth beholders of their

you are a mighty Prince, your
duety is the greater to be good, and leifure leSk to be wycked,
than when you were a pryuate Man. For hauing gotten authofo that if
rity to commaund, your lyberty is the lefl!e to bee idle
you bee not futch a one as the common people haue opinion of
you, and fuch againe as your maifl:er Plutarch defireth, you fliall
put your felfe in greate Daunger, and myne Ennymyes wyll
feeke meanes to bee reuenged on mee, knowynge wel that for the
Scholler's faulte the Mayfl;er Dayly fuffreth wronge by flaunderous checke imputed vnto hym (although withoute caufe.) And
for fo much as I haue ben thy maiflrer, and thou my fcholer, thou
deedes.

fith prefentlye

:

muft indeuour by well doyng, to render me fome honour. And
if thou do euyll, great infamy fhall lyght on me, euen as

lykewyfe
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did to Seneca for Nero his caufe, whofe
were imputed to his mayfter Seneca. The

it

don in Rome
wronge was done

cruelties
like

to the Philofopher Chilo, by beyng burdened with the neglygent

nouriture of his Scholler Leander.

They

fonages and greate learned men, in

myghty
them in

Princes was repofed

truely

whom

were famous per-

the gouernemente of

notwithftandyng, for not correfting

:

their youth, nor teachying

them with

carefull dylygence,

they blotted for euermore theyr renoume, as the caufe of the
deftruftion of

many common

pen fpared none in times

fame

pafte,

wealthes.

bee well

And
affiired

forfomuch as

my

Traiane, that the

pardon neither thee or mee in tyme to come for as wee
fault, euen fo we fhal be heires of the pain.
knoweft well what leflbns I haue taught thee in thy youth,

will

:

bee confederate in the

Thou

what counfell I haue gyuen thee, beeying come to the ftate of
man, and what I haue written to thee, Athens thou haft ben Prince,
and thou thy felfe art recorde of the wordes which I haue fpoken
in all whych I neuer perfuaded thyng but that
to thee in fecrete
:

intended to the feruice of the gods, profite of the

common

wealthe

and increafe of thy renoume wherfore, I am right fure, that for
anye thing which I haue written, fayd, or perfuaded there is no
caufe I fhould feare the punifliment of the gods, and much lefle
the reprochful fhame of men, verily beleuing that al which I
coulde fay in fecrete, might without reproch be openly publiftied
Nowe before I toke my pen in hand to write this
in Rome.
Letter, I examined my lyfe, to know, if (during the time that I
had charge of thee) I dyd or fayd in thy prefence any thing that
might prouoke thee to euill example. And truely (vnmete forme
to fay it) vpon that fearche of my forepafled life, I neuer found
my felfe guilty of fafte vnmeete a Roman Cytyzen, nor euer fpoke
woorde vnfeemelye for a Phylofoper by meanes whereof I doe
ryght heartely wyfhe, thou wouldeft remember the good educatyon and inftruftyon whych thou dyddeft learne of mee. I fpeake
not thys, that thou fhouldeft gratifie me againe with any Benefite,
:

:

but to the ende thou myghteft ferue thy felfe, efteemynge that no
is that can redounde to me, than to heare a

greater pleafure there

good report of thee. Be then well affured that if an Empyre bee
beftowed vpon thee, it was not for that thou wer a Citizen of

:

284
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or a couragious perfon defcended of noble houfe, rich

and

mighty, but only bicaufe vertues did plentifully abounde

[in thee.

dedicated vnto thee certaine bookes of old and auncient

common

I

wealth, which

if it pleafe

thee to vfe, and as at other times I haue

fayd vnto thee, thou fhalte finde race to be a proclaimer of thy

famous workes, and a chronicler of
but

if

all

thy noble fafts of armes

perchaunce thou follow thine owne aduife, and chaunge thy

(elfe to

bee other than hitherto thou haft ben, prefently I inuocate

and cry out vpon the immortall Gods, and this Letter fhall be
wytnefle, that if any hurt do chaunce to thee, or to thine Empire,
it is not through the counfell or meanes of thy maifter Plutarch.
And fo farewell moft Noble Prynce.

The aunfwere of the Emperour Traiane

to

hys mayjler Plutarch.

CoccEiusTraiane Emperour of Rome, to the Philofopher Plutarch,
my mayfter falutation and confolation in the Gods of
comfort. In Agrippina was deliuered vnto me a letter from thee,

fometimes

:

whych fo foone
owne hand, and

as I opened, I

knew

wyth thine
So flowing was the

to be written

endited with thy wyfedom.

fame with goodly woordes and accompanied with graue fentences,
an occafion that made mee reade the fame twice or thrice, thinking
that I faw thee write and heard thee fpeak, and fo welcome was
it to be red at my
yea and made the fame to be fixed at my bed's heade, that
thy well meanyng vnto me might be generally knowen, how
mutch I am bound vnto thee. I efteemed for a good prefage the

the fame to me, as at that very inftant I caufed
table,

me from thee,
hope through thy

congratulation that the Conful Rutulus did vnto

touchinge

my commyng

merites, that I fhall be a
letter,

bribes,

to

the empire

:

I

good Emperoure.

Thou

that thou canfte by no meanes beleue that

and vfed meanes

For aunfwere thereunto

to

buye myne Empire,

I fay,

that as a

man

I

as other

haue

neuer by folicitation or other meanes attempted

it

haue giuen
haue done.

defired
:

it,

but

for I neuer

Rome any man to bribe for honour, but
fome notable infamy chaunced vnto hym, as for

faw wythin the City of
for the fame,

fayeft in thy
I
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may learne of the Good old man Menander, my
and thy neyghbour, who to be Conful^ procured the fame
by vnlawful meanes, and therfore in the end was banifhed and
died defperately.
The greate Cains Caefar, and Tiberius, Caligula,
Cladius, Nero, Galba, Otho Vitelius, and Domitian, fome for
ufurpyng the Empire, fome for tyranny, fome for gettyng it by
bribes, and fome by other meanes procuryng the fame, loft (by
the fufferance of the righteous gods) not onely their honour and
goodes, but alfo they died miferably. When thou dydft reade in

example wee
friende

thy fchole, and

I

that time an hearer of thy doftrine,

I hearde thee fay, that

rather than procure

we ought

the fame, efteemynge

honour by meanes vnlawfull.

many

times

to trauel to deferue honour,

He

vnlawfull

it

to

get

ought
to aflay to procure credite.
Hee that is with out honour, ought
to feeke honour. But the vertuous man hathe no neede of noblenefle, ne hee himfelfe, ne yet any other perfon can berieue him of
due honour.
office

Thou knoweft wel

that

is

without

credite,

Plutarch, that the yere paft, the

of Conful was gyuen to Torquatus, and the Difliatorfhip to

Fabritius,

who were

fo

vertuous and

fo

little

ambitious as not

defyrous to receyue fuch charges, abfented themfelues, although

Rome, they might have ben

in great eftimation, by reafon
and yet neuerthelefle without them they bee prefently efteemed, loued and honoured and therefore I conceiue

that in

of thofe

offices,

:

greater delight in Quintius Lincinatus, in Scipio Affricanus, and

good Marcus Fortius, for contemning of theyr offices, than for
the vidtories which they atchieued for vi6tories many times conlift in fortune, and the not caryng for honorable charge in onely
wifedome. Semblably, thou thy feife art witneffe, that when myn
:

vncle Cocceius Neriia was exiled to Capua, he was more

and

better ferued, than

when he was

inferred, that a vertuous

man may

at

vifited,

Rome whereby may
:

bee

bee exyled or baniflied, but

honour he fhall neuer want. The Emperour Domitian (if you
do remember) at the departure of Nerua, made me many offers,
and thee many fayre promifes to entertain thee in his houfe,
and to fend mee into Almayne, which thou couldeft not abyde,
and much lefle confent, deeming it to be greater honour with
Nerua to be exiled, than of Domitian to be fauored. I fweare by

:

286
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the Gods immortall, that

when the good

olde

man Nerua

fent

me

the enfigne of the Empyre^ I was vtterly ignorant thereof, and
for I was aduertifed from the
and that Pamphilius went about

voyd of hope to atteyne the fame
Senate, that Fuluius fued for

buy

to

enioy

I

it.

it

:

knew

then

fith

alfo that

it,

:

the Conful Dolobella attempted to

the gods did permit, that I fhould be

Empe-

and that myne vncle Nerua did commaund the fame, the
Senate approued it, and the common wealth would haue it to be
fo
and fith it was the generall confent of all men, and fpecially
your aduyfe, I haue greate hope that the Gods will be fauorable
vnto me, and Fortune no ennimie at all afluring you, that like ioy
whych you do faye you had by teachyng me, and feing me now to
be Emperour, the lyke I haue to thynke that I was your Scholler
and fith that you wyll not call mee from henceforth any other but
Soueraygne Lord, I wyll terme you by none other name, than
Louyng father. And albeit that I haue ben vifited and counfelled
by many men fince my commyng to the Empyre, and by thee
aboue the reft, whom before all other I wyll beleue, confideryng
that the intent of thofe which counfell me, is to draw my mynd to
theyrs, your letters purportyng nothyng elfe but mine aduauntage.
I doe remember amongs other woordes, which once you
fpake to Maxentius the Secretary of Domitian, this faying: that
they which doe prefume to gyue counfell vnto Prynces, oughte to
bee free from all paflions and affeftions for in counfell, where
rour,

:

:

:

the wyll

is

mofte euclined, the

that a Prince in

all

aduife and counfell of euery

ought to doe
that to

me

man

thinke)

is

hym whom

well beloued.

I

I

more prompte and ready

is

I

prayfe not

allowe.
That which he
by counfel, forfeeing for al
mynd for counfel ought not

his

:

doe well loue, but of

All this I have wrytten
I

hym

me

compte of you
thinke that

tell

me

of

my

defire

conimitted faults

to be a defender of their

I

common

:

whom

nothyng

myne

for if

wealth

I

I

Plutarch)
elfe at

affayres,

Rome

do

make

ac-

an ouerfeer of my life and therefore if you
not thankfuU ynough for the good aduyfe, and

to bee

am

of

(my mayfter

your handes, but to be holpen wyth your aduife in
thinke

:

that he take

lefl"e

to aduertife you that from henceforthe

and that you

:

to doe

what counfel he applieth

to be taken of

am

(as

mynde

thyngs doe his wyll

:
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:

griefe that I conceiue,

is
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am

I

to intreate

you (myne

part^ for in fuch cafes, the

ill

not for the good

leffons

you gyue me,

but for the fhame that I fayle in followyng them. The bryngyng
of me vp in thy houfe, the hearyng of thy leftures, the folowyng
of thy doftryne, and liuing vnder thy difciplyne, haue ben truly
the pryncipal caufes that I

mutch

I fay (mayfter) for

am commen

that

it

to this

Empyre.

This

were an vnnatural parte in thee

which thou hafte holpen me
and although that Vefpafian was of nature
a very good man, yet his greateft profite redounded to him by
entertayning of the Philofopher Appolonius. For truelye it is a
greater felicity for a Prince to chaunce vpon a good and faythfull
man, to be neare about him, than to atchieue a large realme and
kingdome. Thou fayeft (Plutarch) that thou fhalt receiue great
contentation, from henceforth, if I be fuch a one now as I was
before, or at leftwife if I be no worfe.
I belieue that which thou
doeft fay, bicaufe the Emperour Nero, was the firft fiue yeares of
hys empyre good, and the other nine yeares exceedyng euill, in
futch wyfe as he grew to be greater in wickednefle, than in dygnity.
Notwithftanding, if thou thinke that as it chaunced vnto Nero,
fo may happen vnto Traiane, I befech the immortall Gods rather
not to

affift

me

to beare that thing,

to gayne and winne

to depriue

me

of

:

life,

tyrantes bee they,

than to

fufFer

me

to raigne in

Rome

:

whych procure dygnytyes and promotyons,

for

to

them for delighte and filthye lufte and good Rulers bee they
which feeke them for profite of Common wealthe and therfore
to them whych before they came to thofe degrees were good, and
afterwardes waxed Wycked, greater pity than enuye ought to be

vfe

:

:

attributed, confideryng fpecyally, that Fortune did not

them

aduaunce
fhame and villany beleue me then (good
that fith hitherto I haue ben reputed vertuous, I wyl
by God's affiftance to afpire to be better, rather

to honour, but to

maifter)
aflay

than to be worffe.

:

And

fo the

Gods

preferue thee.

:
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The Letter of the Emperour Traiane to the Senate of Rome, wherein
is conteined, that honour ought rather to he deferued than procured.

CoccEius Traiane Emperour of the Romanes, euer Auguftus,

to

our facred Senate health and confolation in the gods of comfort.

We

beinge aduertifed here at Agrippina of the Deathe of the
Emperour Nerua, your foueraigne Lord and my predeceffour, and
knowing it to be true, that you haue wept and bewailed the lofle
of a Prince fo noble and ryghteous,

we

haue

likewife

When

foroWj for the death of fo notable a father.

felt

like

children lofe

a good father, and fubiefts a good Prynce, eyther they mufte dye

wyth them,
fo

much

or elfe by teares they mufi: rayfe

as a

good Prince in a

Phoenix in Arabia.
to

My

lord

Rome, nourifhed me vp

in letters

and adopted

me

common

wealth

man

again, for

fo rare, as the

Nerua broughte me out of Spayne
mee to bee trained
his fonne in mine olde age
which

for

:

knowyng

proUoketh the Gods to anger, and

man

is

in youth, caufed

graces and benefits truly I can not forget,
grate

them vp

men

that the in-

to hatred.

The

men, but the
death of a good Prince, ought to be extremely mourned for if a
common perfon die, there is but one dead, but if a god Prynce
dye, together with him dieth a whole Realme.
I fpeake this (0
ye Fathers) for the rare vertues abounding in myne vncle Nerua
for if the gods were difpofed to fell vs the Hues of good Prynces
already departed, it were but a fmall ranfome to redeeme them
with teares: for what gold or fyluer may be fufficient to buie the
lyfe of a vertuous man.
Truely there woulde be a greate mafle
of money gyuen by the Greekes for Alexander, by the Lacedemonians for Lycurgus, by the Romanes for Auguftus, and by the
death of a vertuous

is

to be lamented of all

:

But as you knewe the gods hauing
thynges mortal), fo haue they referued onely themfelues

Carthaginians for Annibal.

made

all

How eminent and paffing the vertue of the
and what priuiledge the godly haue, it may eafily bee

to bee immortall.

good

is,

knowne:

for fo

mutch, as honour

graues of the dead, but

fo

it

is

carried euen to the very
not to the greate Palaces of the
is

LETTERS.
wycked.

we

ledge

The good and vertuous manj without fighte or knowand aunfwer for him wherein the wycked
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:

beleue what he fayeth, and

lefle

accepte in good part

Touchynge the eleftyon of
the Empyre, it was done by Nerua, it was demaunded by the
people, approued by you, and accepted by me.
Wherefore I
prayt the immortall Goddes that it may bee lyked of theyr godthe thyng

heades

whych he doeth

for vs,

for to fmall purpofe auayleth the eledtion of Prynces, if

:

and therefore a man maye knowe
hym whych is chofen by the Gods, from him that is elefted by
men, for the one fhal declyne and fal, the other fhalbe vpholden
and preferued the choyfe of man fo vaynely exalted doth bowe
and abafe, but that which is planted by the gods, although it bee
tofled to and fro wyth feuerall Wynds, and receiueth greate aduerfitye, and boweth a lyttle, yet the fame fhall neuer fal.
Ye
the gods doe not confyrme

it

:

:

know right wel (moft honorable Fathers) that I neuer demaunded
the Empyre of Nerua my Soueraigne Lorde, although he broughte

me vp and was his Nephew, hauing
my Mayfler Plutarch, that honour

heard and wel remembring of

ought rather to bee deferued
wyll not deny but ioyfull I
was when my Lord Nerua fent me the enfigne of that greate and
hygh dignity and yet I wyll confeffe that hauing begon to taft
the trauailes and cares which that imperiall flate bringeth, I did
repent more then a Thoufand times for taking vppon mee a charge
fo great: for Empire and gouernement is of futch quality that
although the honor be mighty, yet the gouernour fuftaineth manifold paines and miferable trauailes.
O how greatly doth he
bind himfelf, which by gouernment bindeth other! for if-hee bee
iufte they call hym cruell, if hee bee Pitifull, he is contempned, if
liberall, he is efteemed Prodigall, if he keepe or gather together
he is counted couetous, if hee be peaceable and quiet, they deeme
him for a coward, if he be couragious, he is reputed a quareller,
if graue, they will fay he is proude, if he be eafie to be fpoken to,
than procured.

Notwithflanding

I

:

hee

is

thought to be light or fimple,
if he be

him to be an hypocrite, and

if folitary,

ioyfull,

they will efteeme

they will terme

hym

In futch wife as they wil be contented, and vfe better
termes to al others what fo euer, than towardes him, which gouerT
VOL. II.
diflblute

:

;

ago
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common wealth for to futch a one they recken the morfels
which he eateth, they meafure his pafes, they note his words, they
take heede to his companies, and iudge of his works (many times
wrongfully,) they examine and murmure of his paftimes, and attempt to Coniefture hys Thoughtes coniider then the trauayles
which bee in gouernement, and the enuy which many times they
beare vnto him that ruleth.
We mav fay, that there is no ftate
more fure than that which is furthefl: of from Enuv. And if a
man cannot but wyth great payne gouerne the wyfe which bee
hath chofen, the children which he hath begotten, nor the feruaunt which he hath brought vp, hauing them altogether in one

neth a

:

:

boufe

:

how

is

it

?

poore Prince repofe his
(laundered by

that he can

poffible

whole commonwealth

praye you

I

truft,

ftill

tell

fyth that

theym whom he fauoureth

conferue in peace a

mee, in

many
beft

?

whom

times hee

fhall
is

a

mofl:

Prynces and great

Lordes cannot eate without a Garde, cannot (leepe without a watch,
cannot fpeake without efpiall, nor walke without fome faufety,
in futch wife as they being

owne

Lords of

And

al,

they be as

we

it

were, Prifo-

fomewhat
and confider the feruitude of Princes, and the liberty of
SubieiStes, we fhall finde that he which hath moft to doe in the

ners of their

people.

if

wil beholde

neerely,

Realme, or beareth

So that

greatefl:

fwinge,

is

moft fubieft to Thraldome.

Prynces haue authority to geue liberty, they haue
no meanes to be free themfelues the gods haue created vs fo fre,
if

:

and euery

man

defireth to

haue hys

liberty fo

mutch

at wyll, that

man

be he neuer fo familiar a freende, or fo neare of kin, we
rather haue him to be our fubieft, than our Lorde and mayfter

a

one

man

little:

alone

commandeth

all,

ought we then to marueile,

and yet
if

many

it

feemeth to him but

be weary to obey one?

Wee

loue and efteeme our felues fo mutch, as I neuer faw any
which of his owne good wil would be fubieft, ne yet agaynft his
will was made a Lord, a Principle by dayly experience proued very
true for the quarrels and warres that be amongs men, are not fo
mutch for obedience fake, as for rule and commaundment. I fay
:

moreouer, that in drinking, eating, clothing, fpeaking, and louing,
al

men

but to get lyberty, they be all conhaue fpoken thus mutch (O Fathers confcript) vpon

be of diners qualities

formable.

I

:

LETTERS.

291

mine owne Empire, which I haue taken with good
For the
I was fory for the great charge.
waltering Seas and troublefome gournement be two things agreeable to beholde, and daungerous to proue. Notwithftanding fith
it hath pleafed the Gods that I fhould be youre Lord, and you my
fubiefts, I befeech you hartely to vfe your obedience, as to your
foueraygne lord, in that which fhall be right and iuft, and to adoccafion of
will, albeit

uertife

me

afterwards

like a father, in things that

ftiall

feeme vnreafonable.

The Conful Rutulus hath fayed mutch vnto mee in your behalfe,
and hath faluted me for the people, hee himfelfe fliall bring
aunfwere and fhal falute you al in my name. The Allobrogians
and the inhabitaunts about the riuer Rhene, be at controuerfie for
the limittes of their countrey, and haue prayed me to be their Arbitrator, which will ftay me a little there.
I require that this
letter may be red within the Senate houfe, and manifefted to the whole people.
The Gods preferue you.

An

other Letter of the Emperour Traian to the Romayne Senate,
contayninghow gouerners of Common wealths ought to heefriendes

rather to thofe

whych

vfe trqficke, than to

them that gather and

heape together.

CoccEius Traiane Emperour

of the

Romaynes

to our holy

nate health and confolation in the Gods of comfort.

The

fe-

affayres

be fo manyfolde, and bufinefle fo graue and weighty, which we
haue to doe with diuers Countries, that fcarce we haue tyme to
eate, and fpace to take anye refl, the Romane Prynces hauing ftill
by auncient cuftome both lacke of tyme, and commonly want of
money. And bicaufe that they which haue charge of common
wealths, to the vttermoft of their power ought to be fryends to traficke of marchandife, and enimyes of heapynge treafure together,
Prynces haue fo many people to pleafe, and fo greate numbre of
crauers, that if they keepe any thing for them, the fame fhall
To take away
rather feeme a fpice of theft than of prouidence.
an other man's goodes, truly is a wycked part but if it bee per:

LETTERS.

292

mitted to take Treafure^ better

than to defraude the people

it
:

were to take it out of the Temples,
one is confecrated to the

for the

immortall Gods, and the other to the pore commons.
this (right

ther,

fpeake

you take good heede to the goodes of the

alfo to aduife you, that

common

I

honorable fathers) to put you in remembraunce, and

howe they bee dyfpended, howe gathered togehowe they bee kepte, and howe they be employed. For ye
wealth,

ought to vnderftand, that the goodes of the Common wealth be
committed to you in truft, not to the ende yee flioulde enioy
them, but rather by good gouernement to vfe them.
that the Walles be ready to

fal,

We

do heare

the Towers be in decay, and the

Temples in great ruine, wherof we be not a lyttle offended, and
you ought alfo to be afhamed, for fo mutch as the damages and
detryments of the Common wealth, we ought eyther to remedy, or
elfe to lament.
Ye haue wrytten vnto mee to know my pleafure,
whether the cenfors, pretors, and ediles fhould be yearely chofen,
and not perpetuall, as hitherto they haue bene and fpecyally you
fay, that the flate of the Diftators (which is the greatefl: and
higheft dignity in Rome) is onely but for fixe moneths. To that I
aunfwer, that we are wel contented wyth that aduyfe: for not wythout caufe and iuft reafon our predeceflburs dyd abolyfhe the fyrft
kynges of Rome, and ordayned, that the Confuls fhould yearely be
chofen in the Common wealthe. Whych was done, in confyderation that hee whych had perpetuall gouernement, many tymes
became infolente and proude. And therefore that the charges and
offices of the Senate, fhould be yearely, to auoyde danger, which if
they fhould be perpetual there myght enfue great hurt and damage
for if the Officers beyng yerely chofen,
to the common wealth
be
continued
and if they bee euyll, they may
good,
they
may
be
:

:

:

And

be chaunged.

truely the officer,

whych knoweth

that vpon

the end of euery yeare he muft be chaunged and examined of his

whych he fpeaketh, and
The good Marcus
Officers of the Romane Com-

charge, he wyll take good heede to that
firfl

of

all

wil confider

Fortius was the

mon Wealthe
that thefe

firfl

what he taketh

that caufed the

to bee thus vifited

Almayne Warres doe

kyng Deceball wyll not

in hand.

and corrected.
ftyll

as yet bee

increafe,

And

bycaufe

by reafon that

brought to obedience of the
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Romanes, but rather goeth about to occupy and winne the Kingdomes of Dacia and Polonia, I fliall be forced through the bufinefle of the wars, (fo long continuing) to deuyfe and confult here
vppon the affayres touchyng the gouernement of the common
wealth of Rome. For a lefle euyll it is for a Prynce to be neglygent in matters of Warre, than in the gouernement of the Common Wealth. A Prynce alfo ought to think, that he is chofen,
not to make wars, but to gouerne, not to kyll the Enimies, but to
roote out vices, not that he goe in perfon to inuade or defend his
but that he

foes,

refide

and be

in the

Common Wealth,

take away other men's goodes, but to do
fo

mutch

as the

it

liketh

and not

to

euery man, for

Prynce in the warres can fight but for one, and

in the publyke wealth

Truly

iuftice in

me

he committeth faults

againfl:

a numbre.

from the degree of captaines

wel, that

men

be

aduaunced to bee emperors, but I think it not good, that emperours do defcende to be captains, confidering that, that realm fhal
neuer be in quyet, where the Prince is to gret a warrior. This
haue I fpoken (fathers confcript) to the intent ye may beleue,
that I for my parte if thefe warres of Almayne were to begin, I
being at Rome, it wer impoffible that I fhould be brought vnto
the fame, for that

my

good gouerner of a

common

field

:

nowe then

principal intent,

is

to be eftemed rather a

wealth, than a forward captain in the

principally

I

commend

vnto you the veneration

of the temples, and honor of the gods, bicaufe kings neuer Hue in

and the temples ferued. The
words which my good lord Nerua wrot vnto me were thefe
" Honour the Temples, feare the gods, maintein luflice in thy commonwealth and defend the pore in fo doing thou flialt not be
furety, if the gods be not honored,
lafi:

:

:

forgotten of thy friend, nor vanquiflied by thy foe."

I

do greatly

recommend vnto you the vertues of amity and fraternity, for that
you know how in great common wealthes, more hurt and damage
do ciuile and neighborly wars bryng vnto the fame, than thofe
attempted by the enimies. If parents againfl parents, and neighbours againfl: neighbours had not begon mutuall hatred and contention, neuer had Demetrius ouerthrowen the Rhodes, neuer had

Alexander conquered Thyr, Marcellus Syracufa, Scipio Numantia.
I recommend vnto you alfo the poore people, loue the orphanes
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and help the widowes, beware of
and debates amongs you, and the caufes of the helplefle
fe that ye maintaine and defende: bicaufe the Gods dyd neuer
wreake more cruell vengeance vpon any, than vpon thofe which
dyd ill intreate and vfe the poore and neady and many times I
haue heard my Lord Nerua fay, that the gods neuer fhewed themand

fatherlefle children, fupport

quarrels

:

felues fo rygorous, as agaynfi: a mercileffe

Semblably,

we pray you

and

vnpitifull people.

to be modeft of woords, pacient to

fuffer,

and no
lyfe.
of
his
compeople
lefle fliame to a Gouerner, that he prayfe the
of
him
mon wealth, and gyue them occafion to fpeake euill
and therefore they which haue charge of the common wealth,
and ware

in

your forme of

For a great fault

it

is,

:

ought rather to repofe
for fo

mutch

trufl:

in their workes, than in theyr woords,

as the Citizens or

common

people, do rather fixe

than on that which
would wyfh that (touching the affayres appertinent
to the Senate) they might not know in you any fparke of ambicion,
malice, deceipte, or enuy, to the intent that the iuft men might
theyr iudgement vpon that which they

they heare.

fee,

I

mutch complain of the commaunding of the common wealth,
The Empire
profite of the fame.
of the Greeks putting theyr felicity in eloquence, and we in well

not
as

fo

vpon the entertainment and

fpeake this (ryght honorable Fathers) to Counfell and

doing.

I

Exhorte

ye, that

when ye

be afferabled in Senate, ye do not con-

fume tyme in dyfputing and holding opinions for the verification
of any thynge.
For if you will iudge wythout parciality and
affeftion without great difputation, ye

may come

to reafon.

do remember that being at a leflbn of Appolonius Thianeus,
heard him fay that

it

Emperors fhould be

fkilful

I
I

was not fo expedient that Senators and
and wyfe, as if they fuffred themfelues to bee gouerned by thofe that were of great experience
and knowledg and verely he faid truth for by that meanes he
prohibited and forbad them, not to arrefl and ftand vpon their
:

:

owne opinion, whereof they ought
Lykewyfe we recommend vnto you

to be

many

the cenfores,

of Judgement, and the Tribunes, whofe office
afFrayes of

Common

times fufpicious.

who haue

is

charge

to attende the

Wealthe, that they bee wyfe and learned in

the Lawes, expert in the Cuftomes, prouident in ludgementes, and
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ware in theyr trade of lyfe for I fay vnto you, that a wyfe man is
more availeable in gouernement of a common wealth, than a man
of ouermutch fkvll and experyence. The forme then whych ye
fhal obferue in matters of ludgement (hall be thus
that in ciuile
procefle you keepe the law, and in criminal! caufes to moderate
the fame, bicaufe haynous, cruell, and rigorous lawes be rather
made to amaze and feare, than to be obferued and kept. When
you giue any fentence, ye ought to confider the age of the offendaunt, when, how, wherefore, with whome, in whofe prefence,
in what time, and how longe ago, forfomutch as euery of thefe
thyngs may eyther excufe or condempne whych you ought to
beare and vfe towards them in lyke fort as the gods towards vs,
who giue vs better helpe and fuccoure and corre6t vs lefle than we
deferue.
That confideration the Judges ought to haue, bycaufe
the offenders doe rather trefpafle the Gods than men if then they
:

:

:

:

be forgiuen of the gods for offences whych they corrimit, reafon

it

we pardon faultes don by thofe rather then by our felues.
In like maner we commaund you, that if your enimies do you any

is

that

anoiance or iniury, not incontinently to take reuenge, but rather
to

diffemble

the fame, bicaufe

many wrongs

be don in the

world, which were better to be diffembled than reuenged.
in ye fhal

haue

like

Wher-

regard, touching offices in the Senate

Common Wealth, that they

and

be not giuen to ambicious or couetous

perfons
for there is no Beafte in the World fo peftiferous and
Venomous, to the Common Wealth, as the Ambiciousin commaunding, and the couetous in gathering togither.
Other things we
let pafTe for this tyme, vntil we haue intelligence howe thefe our
commaundements be fulfilled. This Letter fhal be red in the
:

chyefefl: place

within the Senate, and afterwards pronounced

to the people, that they

maunde, and
you,

fee alfo

whome we

the City of

may

both

what ye

know what yee comThe Gods keepe

doe.

pray to preferue our mother

Rome, and

fuccefTe in thefe

to fend vs

our Warres.

good

:
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A

Romane Senate to the Emperour
how fometimes the region of Spayne
did furnijh Rome wyth golde from their Mines, and now do
adorne and garnifh the fame with Emperours to gouerne their
notable Letter fent

from

Traiane, where in

declared

Common

is

the

wealth.

The

facred Romane Senate, to
new Emperour Auguftus, health

thee the great Cocceius Traiane
in thy gods

and

ours, graces euer-

laftyng wee render to the immortal! Gods, for that thou art in
health,
fied

We figni-

which wee defyre and pray may be perpetual.

vnto thy maiefty the death of Nerua Cocceius, our foueraigne

Lord, and thy predeceflbr, a

man

of fincere lyfe, a fryend of his

Common

Wealth, and a zealous louer of luftice, wherein alfo we
aduertifed, that like as Rome did weepe for the cruell lyfe of
Domitian, fo mutch the more bitterly doth fhe bewayle the death
of thine vncle Nerua, whofe councel (although hee was very olde

which he gaue vs lyinge on his Bedde, we loued
and imbraced with greater comforte, than all the enterpryfes and deedes don by his predeceflbrs, when they were in
health and lufly and befides the ordinary mourning vfed to bee
done in Rome for Prynces, wee haue caufed all recreation and

and

difeafed)

better,

:

common wealth as with euery
haue fhut vp the Temples and made the
Senate vnderftand, how difpleafantly we accept the death of good
men. The good old gentleman Nerua dyed in hys houfe, and
was buried in the fielde of Mars he died in debte, and we haue
payd hys debtes he dyed callyng vppon the Gods, and we haue

paftime to ceafe, fo wel in the
of vs particularly.

We

:

:

canonized him amongs theyr numbre, and that which
be noted, hee died commending vnto vs the
the

Common

wealth recommending

it felf

common

vnto him

is

mofl: to

wealth, and
:

and a

little

before his latter gafpe, to the principall of the holy Senate, and

many
"

O

other of the people, ftanding about his bedfide, he fayde

committe vnto you the common wealth and my
vnto whom I render infinite thankes,
bicaufe they haue taken from me my children, to bee mine heires
ye fathers,

felfe alfo

and haue

I

vnto the Gods
lefte

:

mee Traiane

to fuccede."

You

do remembre(mofl:

:
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Nerua had other

dread foueraign lord) that the good Empereour

fucceffours than your maieftyj of nearer alyance^ of greater frend-

more bound by

fhip

feruice,

and of greater proofe

in warfare

:

notwithftandyng amongs other noble perfonages, vpon you alone
he cafi: his eyes, repofinge in you fuch opinyon and confidence,
as to reuiue the prowes

and valyaunt

fafts of the

good Emperor

Auguftus, he fuppreffed in oblivion the infolent fa£ts of

Domi-

When Nerua

came vnto the Crowne, he found the treafure
pilled, the Senate in diflentyon, the people in commotion, luftice
not obferued, and the Common wealth ouerthrowen which you
likewyfe prefentlye fhall finde, although otherwyfe quiet and
wholy reformed
wherfore we fhalbe right glad, that you conferue the Common wealth in the ftate wherin your vncle Nerua
tian.

:

:

left

new Prynces vnder

confideryng fpecially that

it,

troduce

new

cuftoms, do ouerthrow their

borne in Rome, and you are the

we pray

cient Caefars

firfte

the immortall Gods,
is

(fith

:

four-

Empyre were

naturally

flraunger Prynce.

Where-

tene Prynces your predecefTours in the

fore

colour to in-

common Wealths

that the ftocke of our aun-

Out

dead) to fend thee good Fortune.

countrey of Spaine was wont to come to this bur

of the

Romane

city

and tinne, from theyr
mines
but now in place thereof, fhe giueth vs Emperours to
gouern our common wealths: fith then that thou commefl: of fo
good a countrey as Spayne is, from fo good a Prouince as is Vandolofia, and from fo excellent a citty as Cales is, of fo noble and
fortunate a Linage as is Cocceius, and aduaunced to fo noble an
Empire, it is to be fuppofed that thou wilt proue good and not euil
great abundance of gold, filuer,

fteele, leade,

:

Gods immortall many times do take away

their graces from
moreouer
(mofl:
excellent
prince)
fith you wrote
vngratefull men
vnto vs the maner and order what we ought to doe reafon it is
and fith
that we write to you agayne what you ought to forefee

for the

:

:

:

and taught vs to obey you, meete it is that we
may know what your pleafure is to commaunde for that (it ipay
come to paflfe) that as you haue bene brought vp in Spayne, and
of longe time bene abfent from Rome, through followinge the
Warres, that not knowing the lawes whereunto we are fworn, and
the cuftomes which we haue in Rome, yee commaunde fome thinge

you haue

tolde vs,

:
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may redound

that

hereof,

to our

we accoumpt

therefore

it

damage, and to your difhonor: and

reafon that your Maiefty bee aduertifed

and the fame preuented,

times be negligent of

many

for fo

much

as Princes often-

things, not for that they wil not fore-

want of one that dare tell them what
and therefore we humbly befeech your moft
excellent maiefly, to extende and fhewe forth your wifedome
and prudence, for that the Romanes hearts bene drawen and made
pliant rather by fauourable diligence, than by prouoked force.
Touchinge the vertue, luftice, may it pleafe you to remembre the
fame for your olde vncle Nerua was wont to fay, that a Prince for
all his magnanimity, valiaunce, and felicity, if he do not vfe and
maintayne luftice, ought not for any other merite to be prayfed
fee the

fame, but rather for

they ought to doe

:

:

Semblably we make our humble
commaundements which you fhal fend and

and commended.

Petition, that

thofe

require to be

put in execution, be thoroughly eftablilhed and obferued

:

for the

goodnefle of the lawe doth not confift in the ordinaunce, but in
the fulfilling and acorn plifhement of the fame

wee

:

will

not

omit to fay vnto you (moft famous Prince) that you muft

alfo

haue pacience to
offenders

:

fufFer

for that

the importunate, and to diflemble with the

it

is

the deede of a Prince to chaftife and

wrongs done in a
difobedience done vnto him.
puniflie the

common wealth, and to pardon the
You fend vs word by your letters

come to Rome, vntyll you haue finifhed the
whych feemeth vnto vs to be the determinaof a vertuous and right noble Emperour, for fo mutch as good

that you wil not

Germaine Warres
tion

:

Princes fuch as you be, oughte not to defire and chofe places of
delite

and

recreation, but rather to feke

You commaunde

fame.

and win renowne and

vs alfo to haue regarde to the venera-

tion of the Temples, and to the feruice of the

Gods

whych

:

re-

were and meete that your felfe
fhould doe the fame: for our feruice would little preuaile, if you
You wil vs alfo one to loue an other,
Ihould difpleafe them.
whych is the counfel of a holy and peaceable Prince but know
queft

is

iufte,

but very

iufte it

:

ye that wee fhal not be able to doe the fame,

if

you wil not loue

and intreat vs all in equall and indifferent forte
chearyfliinge and louing fome aboue the reft, do

:

for Prynces
raife (landers
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and grudges amongs the people you likewife recommend vnto
poore and the widowes wherin we thinke that you ought
:

vs, the

to

:

commaund

grieue,

finne

it

the Colle6lers of your Tributes, that they do not

when they gather your
is

to fpoyle and

pill

fuccour and relieue them.

ryghtes and cuftomes
the needy

fort,

for greater

:

than meritorious to

Likewife you do perfuade vs to be

quiet and circumfpeft in our affayres, which

is

a perfuafion re-

fembling the nature of a worthye Prynce and alfo of a pitifull
father.
In femblable maner you require vs not to be opinionatiue and wilfuU in the Senate, ne afFeftionate to felf wil whych
fhal be done accordingly as you commaund, and accept it as you
fay
but therwithall you ought to think that in graue and wayghty
:

more depely things be debated, the better they {hall
you bid vs alfo to beware, the Cenfores
be honeft of lyfe and rightful in doing iuftice to that we aunfwere, that in the fame we will haue good refpeft, but it is expedient that you take hede to them whom you fhal name and appoint to thofe offices for if you do chofe fuch as they ought to
be, no caufe fhal rife to reprehend them.
Item wher you fay,
that we ought to take hede, that our children committe no offences
matters, the

be prouided and decreed

:

:

:

is, that you do
draw them awaye from vs, and cal them to the Almayne warres,
for as you do knowe (right fouerain prince) that when the publike welth is exempt, and voyd of enimies, then the fame wil
begin to] bee replenyfhed wyth youthfull vices. Notwithftanding
when the warres bee farre of from Rome, then the fame to them
is profitable, bicaufe there is nothing which better cleanfeth common wealths from wicked people, than warres in ftraunge CounConcernyng other things which you write vnto vs nedefuU
tries.
for truely
it is not now to recite them, but onely to fee them kept
they feeme rather to be the lawes of God Apollo him felfe,
than counfels of a Mortall man. The gods preferue your
Maiefty, and graunt you good fuccefle in thofe
your warres.
Thefe Letters and Epiftles, although befides the Scope and Nature
of a Nouell, yet fo worthy to be read and praftyfed, as no Hiftory
or other mortall Precepte more: expreffing the great care of a mais-

to the people, wherein the aduife of the fenate

:
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towards his fchollerj that he ihould proue no worfe being
an emperor^ than he fhewed hymfelfe diligent when he was a
ter

he fliould gouerne contrary to his exfrom the good inflitution, whych in hys
yong yeares hee imbraced, that the blame and flaunder fliould reft
Scholer:

fearing that

if

peftation, or degenerate

in hymfelfe
tarch,

O

:

that was his tutor and bringer vp.

O

careful Plu-

moft happy maifter, as well for thine owne induftry, as

good fuccefle of fuch a Scholer: and O moft fortunate
and vertuous Emperor, that could fo wel brooke and digeft the
blifled perfuafions of futch a maifter, whofe mind wyth the blaft
of promotion, was not fo fwolne and puffed, but that it vouchfafed
to cal him father and maifter, ftil craning for in inftigation
of reproofe, when he Aid or Hypped from the path of
reafon and duety. And happy Counfel and Senate
that could fo wel like and praftyfe the documents of fuch an Emperour.
for the
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THE THIRTEENTH NOUELL.

A

notalle Hiflory of three amorous Gentlewomen, called Lamia,
Flora, and Lais: conteyning the Jutes ofnohle Princes and other

great Perfonages

demaundes

:

made

vnto them, with their anfweres to diuers

and the manner of their death and funerals.

LeAuynge now our

morall difcourfe of a carefull Mayfter, of a

prouydent Scholer, of a vertuous Emperoure, of a facred Senate,
and vniforme magiftery, returne we to the fetting forth and defcription of three arrant honefl Women, which for lewdnefle wer
famous, and for wicked Lyfe worthy to be noted with a blacke coale,
or rather their memory raked in the Duft and Cinders of their
Corpfes vnpure. But as all hiftories be ful of leflbns of vertue and
vice, as Bookes, facred and prophane, defcribe the Hues of good
and bad for example fake, to yelde meanes to the pofterity, to enfue the one and efchue the other, fo haue I thought to intermingle
amongeft thefe Nouels the feuerall fortes of either, that ecb Sexe
and Kinde may pike out like the Bee, of ech Floure, Honny, to
ftore and furnifhe with delightes their well difpofed myndes.
I
purpofe, then, to vnlace the diflTolute lyues of three Amoroufe
Dames, that with their graces allured the greateft Princes that
euer were enticed the noble men, and fometimes procured the
wifeft and beft learned to craue their acquaintance, as by the feThefe three famous Women, (as
quele hereof fhall well appeare.
Writers do witnefle) were furnifhed with many goodly graces and
:

giftes of

nature

:

that

is

to fay, great beautye of face, goodly pro-

porcion of body, large and high foreheades, theyr breaftes placed in

comely order, fmal wafted, fayre handes of pafling cunning to play
vpon Inftruments, a heauenly voice to fayne and fing: brieily,
their qualities and beauty were more famous than euer any that
were born within the Countries of Alia and Europa. They were
neuer beloued of Prince that did forfake them, nor yet they made
requefl of any thing which was denied them they neuer mocked or
:

flowted

man

(a thing rare in

mocked of any

:

women

of theyr condition) ne yet were

but theyr fpecyal propreties wer to allure

men

to
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loue them

:

Lamia wyth

hir pleafaunt loke

andeye^ Flora with

hir

eloquent tongue, and Lais wyth the grace and fweeteneffe of hir
a ftraunge thinge that he which once was furpryfed
wyth the loue of any of thofe three, eyther to late or neuer was
delyuered of the fame. They were the richefl courtizans that euer
lyued in the woride, fo long as theyr life did laft, and after theyr
deceafe, great monumentes were erefted for theyr remembraunce,
in place where they died. The moft auncient of thefe three Amorous dames was Lamia, who was in the tyme of King Antigonus,
finging voyce

:

that warfared in the feruice of Alexander the Great, a valyant gen-

tleman, although not fauored by Fortune.
left
lefle

behynde

hym

Thys kynge Antigonus

a fonne and hey re called Demetrius,

who was

valyaunt, but more fortunate than his father, and had bene a

Prynce of greate eftimation,

in

if

hys youthe bee had acquyred

and kept the fame, and in hys age had not ben gyuen to
vices.
Thys King Demetrius was in loue with Lamia,
and prefented hir wyth rich giftes and rewardes, and loued hir
frendes,

fo

many

fo affeftionately, and in futch fort, as in the loue of his Lamia he
femed rather a fole than a true louer for, forgetting the grauity
and authoritye of his perfon, hee dyd not onelye gyue hir all fuch
things as fhe demaunded, but befides that hee vfed no nmore the
company of his wyfe Euxonia. On a tyme Kyng Demetrius afking Lamia what was the thing wherewyth a woman was foneft
wonne ? "There is nothing," anfwered fhee, " whych fooner ouer:

commeth

a Woman, than

when

fhe feeth a

man

to loue hir with al

hys hart, and to fufteyne for hir fake greate paynes and paflyons

men by
mocked." Agayn, Demetrius afked hir further " Tell me. Lamia, why doe diuerfe Women
"The
rather hate than loue men ? " Whereunto fhe anfwered
greateft caufe why a Woman doth hate a man, is, when the man
doth vaunt and boaft himfelfe of that which he doth not, and performeth not the thing which he promifeth." Demetrius demaunded of her " Tell me. Lamia, what is the thing wherewith
men doe content you bell ? " " When wee fee him," fayde flie,
"to be dyfcrete in wordes, and fecrete in his dedes." Demetrius
afked hir further: "Tell me, Lamia, how chaunceth it that men
wyth long continuance and

entier afTeftion, for to love

colluiion, caufeth afterwards that they be
:

:

:

—

:
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"Bycaufe," anfwered Lamia, "it

that they be well maryed,

when the

wife

is

in neede,

is

impoffible

and the hus-

bande vndifcrete." Demetrius alked hir what was the caufe that
amitye betwene Iwo louers was broken? "There is nothing/'
anfwered Ihe, "that foner maketh colde the loue betwene two
louers, than when one of them doth ftraye in loue, and the Woman
He demaunded further: "Tell
louer to importunate to craue."
me. Lamia, what is the thinge that mofte tormenteth the louing
man ? " " Not to attayne the thing which he defireth," anfwered

"and thinketh to lofe the thing whych he hopeth to enioy."
Demetrius yet once agayne afked hir thys queflion " What is
" There is
that. Lamia, which mofl troubleth a Woman's hart ? "
nothing," anfwered Lamia, "wherwith a woman is more grieued,
and maketh hir more fad, than to be called ill fauored, or that {he
hath no good grace, or to vnderftand that fhe is diffolute of lyfe."
This lady Lamia was of iudgement delicate and fabtyll, although
il imployed in hir, and thereby made al the world in loue with hir,
and drew al men to hir through hir fayre fpeach. Now, before
fhe loft the heart of Kyng Demetrius, fhee haunted of long time
the vniuerfities of Athenes, where fhe gayned great ftore of money,
and brought to deftruftyon many young men. Plutarch, in the
lyfe of Demetrius, faith. That the Atheniens hauing prefented
vnto him xii. c. talents of money for a fubfidie to pay his men
of warre, he gaue al that fumme to his woman Lamia by meanes
whereof the Atheniens grudged, and were offended wyth the kyng,
not for the loffe of their gift, but for that it was fo euil employed.
When the King Demetrius would affure any thynge by oth, hee
fwore not by his gods, ne yet by his predeceffors, but in this fort
" As I may be ftyll in the grace of my lady Lamia, and as hir lyfe
and mine may ende together, fo true is this which I fay and do, in
One yere and two Moneths before the Death
this and thys fort."
of King Demetrius, his frend Lamia died, who forowed fo mutch
hir death, as for the abfence and death of hir, he caufed the Phylofophers of Athens to entre in this Difputation, Whether the
teares and forow whiche he fhed and toke for her fake, were more
to be eftemed than the riches which he fpent in her obfequies and

flie,

:

:

funerall pompes.

This

Amorous gentlewoman Lamia, was borne

::
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in ArgOSj a City of PeloponnefuSj befides Athenes, of bafe parentage,

who

in hir

firft

yeares haunted the countrey of Afia Maior,

of very wyld and diflblute lyfe,

And when

nicia.

the

and

in the ende

Kyng Demetrius had

came

into Phas-

caufed hir to be buried

beefore hys chamber-window, hys chiefeft frendes afked him, where-

had entoomed hir in that place ? his aunfwere was this
I loued hir fo wel, and fhe likewyfe me fo hartyly, as I know
not which way to fatiffie the loue which fhe bare me, and the
fore hee

"

duety
as

to loue her agayne, if not to put hir in fuch place

I hau.e

myne

maye wepe euery day and mine

eyes

hart

ftill

lament."

Truely this loue was fliraung, which fo mighty a Monarch as Demetrius was, did beare vnto fuch a notable curtizan, a woman
vtterly void of grace, barren of good workes, and without any zeale
or fpark of vertue, as

know

that none are

it

(hould appeare.

more giuen

But

fith

we

read and

or bent to vnreafouable loue, than

mighty Princes, whatfliould it bee demed ftraung and maruellous,
Demetrius amongs the reft do come in place for the loue of that
moft famous woman, if Fame may ftretch to eyther forts, both
good and euill ? But let vs come to the fecond infamous gentlewoman, called Lais. She was of the ifle of Bithritos, which is in
the confines of Grsecia, and was the daughter of the great Sacriif

ficer of

Apollo his temple at Delphos, a

man

greatly experienced

wherby he prophecyed the perdition of his
daughter. Now this amorous Lias was in triumph in the time of
the renowmed King Pyrrhus, a Prince very ambitious to acquire
honor, but not very happy to keepe it, who being yonge of fixteene or feuenteene yeares, came into Italy to make warres againft
the Romains he was the firft (as fome fay) that aranged a camp
in ordre, and made the Phalanx, the mayne fquare and battell
for before hys time, when they came to entre battell, they aflailed
confufedly and out of array gaue the onfet. This amorous Lias
continued long time in the campe of Kynge Pyrrhus, and went
wyth hym into Italy, and wyth him retourned from warre agayne,
and yet hir nature was futch, as (hee woulde neuer bee mainteined
wyth one man alone. The fame Lias was fo amorous in her conuerfatyon, fo excellent fayre, and of fo comely grace, that if (hee
would haue kept hir felfe faythfull to one Lorde or gentleman, there
in the

magike

:

art,

::
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was no prynce in the world but if he would haue yelded himfelfe and
all that he had at hir commaundement.
Lias, from hir retourne
out of Italy into Greece, repayred to the citye of Corinth, to

was purfued by many kings,
Aulus Gellius faith (which I haue recited in

abode there, where

hir

prynces.

flie

make

lordes,

my

and

former

part of the Pallace of pleafure, the fiftenth Noeuill,) that the good

Philofopher, Demofthenes, went from Athens to Corinth, in

dif-

company. But before
the dore was opened, {he fent one to demaunde .xir. C. Seftercios of
" I buy not repentance
filuer: whereunto Demofthenes anfwered
fo deere."
And I beleue that Demofthenes fpake thofe wordes by
folowyng the fentence of Diogenes, who fayeth, that euery beaft after
fuch atle is heauy and fad.
Som wryters affirme of this Amorguifed apparell, to fee Lais, and to haue hir

:

whych I neuer reade or hearde of Woman
whych is, that fhee neuer fhewed figne or token of loue to that
man whych was defyrous to doe her feruice nor was neuer hated
of man that knew her. Whereby we may comprehend the happe
ous Lais, that thing

:

and fortune of that amorous Woman. Shee neuer fhewed femblance
If
of great loue to any perfon, and yet fhee was beloued of all.
the amorous Lamia had a good Spirite and mynde, Lais truely had
no lefle. For in the art of loue fhe exceeded all other women of
hir deteftable Arte and Scyence, as well in Knowledge of Loue as
Vppon a Daye a Younge Man of Corinth
to profite in the fame.
demaundying of hir, what hee fhoulde fay to a Woman whome hee
long tyme had loued, and made fo greate fute, that thereby he was
"Thou fhalt fay," (fayd Lais) "vnto hir,
like to fal into difpayre.
that iith fhe wyl not graunt thy requeft, yet at leafl; wyfe it myght
pleafe hir to fuffer thee to bee hir feruant, and that fhee would
take in good parte the Seruice that thou fhalt doe vnto hir. Whych
requefte if fliee doe graunte, then hope to attayne the ende of thy
attempte, bycaufe wee Women bee of fuch nature, as opening our
mouthes to gyue fome mylde and pleafant anfwere to the amorous
perfon, it is to bee thoughte that wee haue gyuen our heart vnto
hym." An other Daye, in the prefence of Lias, one prayfed the
Phylofophers of Athens, faying, that they were very honeft perfonages, and of great learnynge.

"

can not
VOL. II.

I

tell

Whereunto Lais aunfwered

what great knowledg they haue, nor what fcience
u

:
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they ftudye^ ne yet what bookes youre Philofophers doe reade, but

me beynge a woman and neuer was at
them repayre, and of Philofophers beecome amorous
perfons."
A Theban knighte demaunded of Lais, what he might
doe to enioy a ladye wyth whofe loue hee fhould bee furprifed
Shee aunfwered thus. " A man that is defirous of a woman, muft

thys

I

am

Athenes,

fure, that to

I fee

hir, and fufFer hir and fomtymes to feeme as
though he had forgotten hir. For after that a womans heart is
moued to loue, fhe regardeth more the forgetfuhieffe and negligence vfed towards hir, than fhe doth the feruice done before."
An other Gentleman of.Achaia afked hir what hefhoulde doe to a
woman, whom he fufpefted that fhe had falfified hir fayth Lais
aunfwered, " make hir beleue that thou thinkefl: fhe is very fayth-

folow his fute, ferue

wherby

good caufe
to be vnfaythful
it, and
diflembleft the matter, fhe wyll fooner dye than amende."
A
gentleman of Paleftine at another time inquired of hir what hee
fhould doe to a Woman whych he ferued, and did not efteeme the
feruyce done vnto hir, ne yet gaue him thankes for the loue which
" If thou be difpofed to ferue
Lais fayed vnto him
hee bare hir.
hir no longer, let hir not perceiue that thou hafl gyuen hir ouer.
For naturally we women be tendre in loue, and hard in hatred."
Beyng demaunded by one of hir Neyghbours what fhee fhoulde
doe to make hir Daughter very wyfe. " Shee " (fayde Lais) " that
ful

and take from
:

hir the occafions

For

if fhe

fhee hath

do perceiue that thou knowefl

:

wyll haue hir Daughter to bee good and honeft, muft from her
youth learne hir to feare, and in going abrode to haunte litle
company, and that fhe be fhamefaft and moderate in hir talke."
An other of hir neighbors inquyryng of hir what fhee myght doe
to hir daughter whych began to haue delyght to rome in the
fieldes and wander abroade.
"The remedy" (fayde Lais) "that
I

finde for

fufFer hir to

your daughter difpofed to that condition,

is,

not to

be ydle, ne yet to be braue and fumptuous in apparel."

This amorous gentlewoman Lais, dyed in the Citye of Corinth,
.Ixxii. Yeares, whofe death was of many matrones
and of a great numbre of amorous perfones lamented.
The thyrd amorous gentlewoman was called Flora, which was
not fo auncient, ne yet of fo greate renoume as Lamia and Lais

of the age of
defired
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were, whofe country alfo was not fo famous. For fhe was of Italy,
and the other two of Grecia, and although that Lamia and Lais
exceded Flora in antiquity, yet Flora furmounted them in lineage
and generofitie. For Flora was of noble houfe, although in life
lefle than chaft.
She was of the country of Nola in Campania,
ifliied of certayne Romans, Knights very famous in fafts of Armes
and of great induftrie and gouernement in- the common wealth.
When the Father and mother of this Flora deceafed, fhe was of the
age of XV. yeares, indued with great riches and lingular beauty, and
the very orphane of all hir kynne. For fhee had neyther brother lefte
wyth whom fhee myght foiourne, ne yet vncle to gyue her good
counfell. In fuch wyfe that lyke as this young, maiftres Flora had
youthe, riches, lyberty and beauty, euen fo there wanted neyther
baudes nor Pandores to entyce hir to fal, and allure hir to folly.

Flora feeing hir

felf befet

in

into the Affrick warres, where

this wife,
flie

flie

determined to goe

hazarded both in hir perfon

This dame florifhed and tryumphed in the tyme
Punique warres, when the Conful Mamillus was fent
to Carthage, who difpended more Money vpon the loue of Flora,
than hee did vpon the chafe and purfute of his enimies. This
amorous lady Flora had a writyng and tytle fixed vpon hir gate,
the effeft wherof was this King, Prince, DiSiator, Conful, Cenfor,
high Bijhop, and Quejior may knocke and come in. In that writyng Flora named neither emperor nor Caefar, bycaufe thofe two
moft Noble names were long tyme after created by the Romanes.
Thys Amorous Flora woulde neuer abandon hir Perfon, but wyth
Gentlemen of Noble Houfe, or of greate Dygnitye and Ryches.
For fhee was wonte to fay that a Woman of pafEnge Beauty
fhoulde be fo mutch efleemed as fhee doth efleeme and fette by hir
Lias and Flora were of contrary maners and conditions. For
felfe.
Lias would firft bee payde, before fhee yelded the vfe of hir bodye
but Flora wythout any femblance of defire eyther of golde or
filuer was contented to bee ruled by thofe with whom fhee committed the fa£le. Wherof vppon a day being demaunded the
" I gyue my body to prynces and noble
queflion, fhe anfwered
For I
Barons, that they may deale with mee lyke Gentlemen.

and

hir honor.

of the

firfte

:

:

:
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fweare vnto you by the Goddefle Venus, that neuer man gaue
me fo little, but that I had more than I looked for, and the

double of that which
Flora was wont

many

I

could demaund."

aptly to terme her a fubtyll

ward of her louer

hym

This Amorous lady

times to faye, that a wife

Wench) oughte not

for the acceptable

but rather for the loue

whych

pleafure

woman
to

(or more
demaund re-

which

fhe doth

{he beareth him, bycaufe

that al thinges in the world haue a certayn pryce, except loue,

which cannot bee payde or recompenced but wyth loue. All the
Ambafladors of the worlde, whych had accefle into Italy, made fo
greate reporte of the Beauty and Generofitie of Flora, as they dyd
of the Romane common wealth, bycaufe it feemed to bee a Monthynge to fee the Ryches of hir houfe, hir trayne, hir beauty
the princes and great lordes by whom fhe was required, and the

ftrous

prefents and giftes that were gyuen vnto hir. This Amorous Flora
had a continual regard to the noble houfe whereof fhee came

touchyng the magnyficence and flate of her feruyce. For albeit that
fhe was but a common woman, yet fhe was ferued and honored
That day wherein fhe rode about the city of
lyke a great lady.
Rome, fhe gaue occafion to be fpoken of a whole month after, one
inquirynge of an other what great Romaine lords they were that
kepte her
her

company ?

And

?

Whofe men

they were that waighted vpon

whofe liuery they ware.

rode in her trayne.

The brauery

What

Ladies they wer that

of hir apparell, hir great beauty

and the wordes fpoken by the amorous gentlemen in that
When this maiftres Flora waxed
old, a yong and beautifull gentleman of Corinth, demaunded her
" I know well that thou wilt not
to wyfe, to whom fhe anfwered

and

port,

troupe were not vnremembred.

:

marie, the three fcore yeares
defirefi:

whych Flora

hath, but rather thou
haue the twelue hundred thoufand Seftercios which fhe
hir CofFres.
Content thy felfe therefore, my frende, and

to

hath in
get thee

home agayne to Corinth from whence thou comefl:. For
myne age great honor is borne, and reuerence

to futch as be of

done for the riches and wealth they haue, rather than for mariage."
There was neuer in the Romane Empyre, the lyke amorous woman
that Flora was, indued

wyth

fo

many

graces and Queenelyke
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was of noble houfe, of finguler beauty, of comely
al other comly
qualyties, very lyberali.
This maiftres Flora fpent the moft part
of hir youth in AfFrica, Almayne and Gallia Tranfalpina. And
albeit that fhe would not fuffre anye other but great lords to haue
qualities, for fliee

perfonage, difcrete in hir affayres^ and befides

pofleffion of hir body, yet fhe applyed hir felfe to the fpoile of

thofe that were in place, and to the praye of thofe that came
from the warres. This amorous Flora died when (he was of the
age of Lxxv. yeares. She left for the principal heire of all hir
luells. the Romain people, which was eftemed fufficient
and able to make newe the Walles of Rome, and to raunfome and
redeme the common Wealth of the fame. And bycaufe that fliee
was a Romaine, and had made the fi:ate therefore hir heyre, the
Romaines builded in hir honor a fumptuous Temple, whych in
memorye of Fora was called Florianum and euery yeare in the
memorye of hir, they celebrated hir feaft vppon the day of hir
death Suetonius Tranquillus fayeth, that the firfl: feafte which the
Emperour Galba the fecond celebrated wyth in Rome, was the
feaft of the amorous Flora, vpon whych daye it was lawful for
men and women, to doe what kynd of diflionefty they could
deuife. And fhe was eftemed to be the greater faint which that, day
fhewed her felfe mofte diflblute and wanton. And bicaufe that the
temple Florianum, was dedycated to amorous Flora, the Rornanes
had an opinion, that al women which vpon the fame day repayred
to the Temple in whorifh apparell, fhould haue the graces and
giftes that Flora had.
Thefe were the fond opinions and maners
of the auncient, which after their owne makinge and deuifes
framed Gods and Goddeffes, and bycaufe fhe proued vnfhamefaft
and rich, a Temple muft bee erefted, and Sacrifices ordayned for
But that noble men and Kings haue
hir Whorifh triumphes.
bene rapt and tranfported with the lurements of futch notorious
ftrumpets, is and hath bene common in all ages. And commonly
futch infamous women be indewed with greateft gifts and graces
the rather to noofell and dandle their fauorers in the laps of their
fadinge pleafures. But euery of them a moft fpeciall grace, aboue

goods and

:

:

the

reft.

As

of a

Kyng not

long agoe

we

reade, that

kept

:
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three,

one the

merieft.

Two

holieft,

another the

craftieft,

and the third the

of which properties meete for honeft

Women

although the third fo incident to that kinde as heat to a liuinge
body.

Ceafe wee then of this kynde, and let vs ftep forth to be
acquaynted with a lady and a Queene the Godlyefl:
and ftouteft, that is remembred in any

auncient

Monument

Hyftory.

or

1
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THE FOURTEENTH NOUELL.
The

lyfe

letters

and

Famous Queene Zenohia with the
Emperour Avrelianvs to the fay de Queene, and her

giftes of the moji

of the

fioute aunfwere thereunto.

Zenobia Queene

of Palmyras, was a right famous Gentlewoman,

do report and write. Who although fhee was no Chriftian Lady, yet fo worthy of Imitation,
as fhe was for hir vertues and heroycall fa£ls of Immortall prayfe.
By hir wyfedome and ftoutnefle fhe fubdued all the empire of the
Orient, and refifted the inuincible Romans.
And for that it is
meete and requifite to alleage and aduouch reafons by weight,
and words by meafure, I wil orderly begin to recite the Hiftory
of that moft famous Queene.
Wherefore I fay, that about
the .384. Olimpiade, no long tyme after the death of the vnhappy Emperour Decius, Valerian was chofen Emperour by the
Senate, and (as Trebellius Pollio his Hyftorian doth defcribe) he
was a well learned prince, indued with manyfold vertues, that for
his fpeciall prayfe, thefe wordes be recorded of him.
If all the
World had bene q/fembled to chafe a good Prince, they would not haue
It is alfo written of hym, that
chofen any other hut good Valerian.
in liberality he was noble, in words true, in talke wary, in promife
conftant, to his frends familiar, and to his enemies feuere, and
which is more to be efleemed, he could not forget feruice, nor yet
reuenge wronge. It came to pafTe that in the xiv. yeare of his
raygne, there rofe futch cruell Warres in Afia, that forced he was
to go thither in his owne perfon, to refift Sapor king of the Periians, a very valyaunt man of Warre and fortunate in his enterprifes, which happineffe of hys not long time after the arryuall of
For beeyng beValerian into Afia, bee manifefted and fliewed.
twene them fuch hot and cruell warres, in a (kyrmifh, throughe
the greate faulte of the General, (which had the conduft of the
armye) the Emperour Valerian was taken, and brought into the
puiflance of King Sapor hys ennimy, whych curfed tyrant fo
wickedlye vfed that victory, as hee woulde by no meanes put the
as diuerfe Hyftoriographers largely
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Emperour
fo oft

to raunfome,

and

fo

many

towards'whom hee vfed fuch

cruelty, that

tymes, as hee was difpofed to gette vp on

horfebacke hee vfed the body of olde Valerian to feme hym
for aduauntage, fetting his feete vppon the throate of that aged

In that myferable office and vnhappy captiuity ferued
and dyed the good Emperour Valerian, not wyth oute the greate
forrowe of them that knew him, and the rueful compaffion of
thofe that fawe him, which the Romans confidering, and that
neither by offre of gold, or filuer, or other meanes, they were able
to redeeme Valerian, they determined to choofe for Emperour his
owne fonne called Galienus which they did more for refpeft of
the father, than for any minde or corage they knew to bee in the

gentleman.

:

Who

fonne.

afterwardes fhewed himfelfe to bee farre different

from the conditions of

his father Valerian,

a cowarde, in his promifles a

being in his enterprifes

correction cruell, towards

Iyer, in

them that ferued him vnthanckfull, (and which is worfe,) hee
gaue himfelfe to his defires, and yealded place to fenfuality. By
meanes wherof, in his tyme the Romain Empyre more than in
any others raygne, loft moft prouinces and receiued greateft ftiame.
In fa£tes of warre he was a cowarde, and in gouernement of common wealth, a very weake and feeble man. Galienus not caryng
for the ftate of the Empire, became fo myferable as theGouernors
of the fame gaue ouer their obedience, and in the tyme of hys
raygne, there rofe vp thyrty tyrants, whych vfurped the fame.
Whofe names doe followe, Cyriades, Pofthumus the yonger,
Lollius, Viftorinus, Marius, Ingenuus, Regillianus, Aureolus,

Ma-

crianus,

Machianus the younger. Quietus, Odenatus, Herodes,

Moenius

Ballifta,

Valens, Pifo Emilianus, Staturnius, Tetricus,

Etricus the younger, Trebelianus, Heremianus, Timolaus, Celfus,
Titus, Cenforinus, Claudius, Aurelius,
XVIII,

were captaynes and

Valerian.

feruiters

and Quintillus, of

whom

vnder the good Emperour

Sutch delight had the Romanes, in that auncient

world, to haue good Captaynes, as were able to bee preferred to be

Emperours.

Nowe

in that

tyme the Romanes had

for their

Cap-

tayne generall, a knight called Odenatus, the Prynce of Palmerines,

a

man

truely of great vertue,

hardinefle in fadts of warre.

and of

paffinge induftry and

This Captayne Odenatus maried a

ZENOBIA QUEENE OF PALMYRES.

woman

3

[

3

that defcended of the auncient linage of the Ptolomes,

named Zenobia^ which (if the hiflowas one of the mofl; famous Women of the
Workle. Shee had the heart of Alexander the great, fhee pofleffed
the riches of Crsefus, the diligence of Pyrrhus, the trauel of Haniball, the warie forefighte of Marcellus, and the luftice of Traiane.
When Zenobia was married to Odenatus, fhe had by hir other husband, a fonne called Herodes, and by Odenatus fhee had two
other, whereof the one was called Hyeronianus, and the other Ptolemus. And when the Emperour Valerian was vanquyfhed and
taken, Odenatus was not then in the Campe.
For as all men
thought, if he had ben there, they had not receyued fo greate an
ouerthrow.
So fone as good Odenatus was aduertized of the defaidb of Valerian, in great hafte he marched to the Roman Campe,
that then was in great diforder. Whych with greate diligence hee
reaflembled, and reduced the fame to order, and (holpen by good
Fortune,) wythin xxx. Dayes after hee recouered all that whych
Valerian had lofte, makynge the Perfian kyng to flee, by meanes
whereof, and for that Odenatus had taken charge of the army, hee
wanne amonges the Romanes great reputation, and truely not
with out caufe For if in that good time he had not receyued the
charge the name and glory of the Romanes had taken ende in Afia.
Duryng all thys tyme Galienus, lyued in hys delyghtes at Myllan,
wythout care or thoughte of the Common wealth, confumynge in
his wylfull vices, the Money that was leuied for the men of war.
Whych was the caufe that the gouernours of the prouinces, and
Captens general, feing him to be fo vicious and neglygent, vfurped
Galienus
the prouinces and armies which they had in charge.
voyde of all obedience fauing of the Italians and Lombards, the
firft that rofe vp againfl; him were Pofthumus in Fraunce, Lollians
in Spayne, Viftorinus in Aifrica, Marius in Britane, Ingenuus in
Germanic, Regillianus in Denmark, Aureolus in Hungarie, MaBefore Odenacrianus in Mefopotamia, and Odenatus, in Syria.
Valerian,
Macrianus
enioied
Mefopotamia
againfl
rofe
and
tus
whereof
Odenatus
hauing
of
Syria,
part
intelligence,
the greateft
he marched with his power agaynfl: him and killed him, and discomfited all his army. The death of the Tyran Macrian being
ometymes Kinges of

-iEgypt^

rians do not deceiue vs)

:
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kiioweDj and that Galienus was fo vicious, the armies in Alia

aflembled and chofe Odenatus Emperour

:

which Eleftion although

the Senate publickly durft not agree vpon, yet fecretly they al-

lowed

it,

bycaufe they receyued dayly newes, of the great Ex-

ploytes and deedes of armes done by Odenatus, and faw on the
follies of Galienus.
Almoft three
and a halfe was Odenatus Emperour and Lord of all the
Orient, duringe which time he recouered all the Lands and Prouinces loft by Galienus, and payde the Romane army all the
arrerages of their wages due vnto them.
But Fortune ful of inconfliancy, fufFred not this good Prynce very long to raygne. For
hauing in hys houfe a kinfman of hys, named Meonius, to whom
he bare great good will, for that he fawe him to be a valiant man
of warre, although Ignorant of his Enuy and couetoufneffe it
chaunced vpon a day as they two rode on huntinge, and gallopinge
after the purfute of a wylde Bore, with the very fame Bore Speare
which Meonius caried to ftrike the beaft, he killed by treafon his
good Coufin Odenatus. But that murder was not long time vnreuenged.
For the Borefpeare wherewith he had fo cruelly killed
the Emperour his Coufin, was incontinently known by the hunters
which folowed Odenatus whervpon that day the head of Meonius was fl;riken of.
And Galienius vnderfl:andinge the death of

other fide the great continued
yeares

:

:

Odenatus, gaue great rewardes and prefents to them that brought

him the newes, beinge

fo ioyfull as the

Romans wer angry

to vn-

derftand thofe pitiful tydings, bycaufe through the good ordre

which Odenatus vfed in Afia, they had great
throughout Europa.

Now

and peace
good Emperour

tranquillity

after the death of thys

Odenatus', the Armies chofe one of his

of the Orient

:

But

be Proteftor of hir

Empyre.

Who

tayne of the

open

two Sonnes to be Emperour
was younge, they chofe Zenobia to
fonne, and gouerner ouer the fayd Orient

for that he

feeing that

Eafl:

vpon the deceafe of Odenatus

Countries began to reuolt,

men

fliee

cer-

determined to

of Warre, and in hir owne
where flie did futch notable enterprifes, as fhee appalled hir enemies, and made the whole world
to wonder.
About the age of .xxxv. yeares Zenobia was widow,
beinge the Tutrix of hir children, Regent of an Empyre, and Caphir Treafure, reflTemble hir

perfon to march into the fielde

:

5
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In which weighty charge fhe vfed hir

no lefle noble name in
Queene Semiramis did in India. Zenobia was conftant
in that whych {he tooke in hand, true in words, liberall, mylde,
and feuere where flie ought to be, difcrete, graue, and fecrete in
her enterprifes, albeit fhe was ambicious.
For, not content with
felfe

fo wifely

and

well, as fhee acquir-ed

Afia, than

and caufed her felfe
vpon a Mule, or in a
littor, but greatly efteemed to haue great horfe in hir Arable and
to learne to handle and ryde them. When Zenobia went forth of
hir Tent to fee the order and gouernment of hir Campe, fhe continually did put on her Armure, and was well guarded with a band
of men, fo that of a woman, ftie cared but onely for the name, and
in the fafts of Armes fhee craued the title of valiaunt.
The Captaynes of hir Army, neuer gaue battell, or made aflault, they neuer
fkyrmifhed or did other enterprife of warre, but fhe was prefent
in her owne perfon, and attempted to fhewe hirfelfe more hardy
than any of all the troupe, a thinge almofl: incredible in that
weake and feeble kinde. The fayd noble Queene was of flature,
bigge and well proporcioned, her eyes black and quicke, hir forehead large, hir ftomak and Breafles fayre and vpright, her Face
white, and ruddy, a little mouth, hir Teeth fo whyte, as they feemed
like a rancke of white pearles, but aboue all things Ihe was of futch
excellent Spirit and courage, as fhee was feared for hir floutneffe,
and beloued for her beauty. And although Zenobia was indued
with fo great beauty, liberality, riches, and puiflaunce, yet Ihe
was neuer ftayned with the blemifh of vnchafle lyfe, or wyth
other vanity and as hir hufband Odenatus was wont to fay, that
after fhee felt hir felfe wyth chylde, fhee neuer fiiffred hym to
.come neare her, (futch was hir great Chaflity) fayinge that Women
ought to marry rather for children than for pleafure. She was alfo
excellently well learned in the Greke and Latine tongue. Shee did
neuer eate but one Meale a Day. Hir talke was verye lyttle and
The Meate which fhee vfed for hir repafle, was either the
rare.
hanch of a Wylde Bore, or elfe the fyde of a Deere. Shee could
drinke no Wyne, nor abyde the fent thereof. But fhee was fo
curyous in good and perfeft Waters, as fhee would gyue fo great
hir title of Gouerneffe, or Regent, fhe wrote

to be called Emprefle, Ihe loued not to ride

:

6

o

ZENOBIA QUEENE OF PALMYRES.

1

a Pryce for that, as

ordinaryly gyuen for

is

So foone

excellent.

as the

Wyne

Kinges of iEgypte of

bee

it

Perfia,

neuer fo

and the

Greekes, were aduertized of the death of Odenatus, they fent theyr

Ambafladours to Zenobia, afwell to vifite and comfort hir, as to
So much wasfhe feared and rebee her confederals and frendes.
doubted for her rare vertues. The afFayres of Zenobia beinge in
futch eftate in Afia, the Emperor Galienus died in Lombardie, and
the Romanes chofe Aurelianus to bee Emperour, who although he

was of a bafe and obfcure lineage, yet bee was of a great valiance
Armes. When Aurelianus was chofen Emperour, he
made great preparacion into Afia, to inferre warres vpon Queene
Zenobia, and in all hys tyme bee neuer attempted greater enterprife for the Romanes. When hee was arryued in Afia, the Emperour preceded agaynft the Queene, and fhee as valiantly defended
hir felfe, continually being betwene them great Alarams and fkirmifhes.
But as Zenobia and hir people were of leffe trauell and of
better fkyl in knowledge of the Country, fo they did greater harme
and more anoiance vnto theyr Enimy, and thereof receiued leffer
damage. The Emperour feing that hee fhould haue mutch adoe to
vanquifhe Zenobia by armes, determined to ouercome hir by genfor which caufe he wrote vnto hir
tle wordes and fayre promifles
a letter, the tenor whereof enfueth.
Aurelianus Emperour of Rome and Lord of al Afia, to the right
honorable Zenobia fendeth greetyng. Although to fuch rebellyous
Women as thou art, it fhould feeme vncomely and not decente to
make requefl:, yet if thou wylt feeke ayde of my mercy, and rendre
in faftes of

:

thy

felfe

vnder

myne

obedience, bee affured that

honour, and geue pardon to thy people.
other riches, within thy Pallace

I

am

I

wyll doe thee

The Golde,

content thou

Siluer,
flialt

and

enioy,

together with the kingdome of Palmyres, which thou mayeft keepe

duringe thy

life,

and leaue

after thy death to

whom

thou

fhalt think

good, vpon condicionnotwithftandinge, that thou abandone all thine
other Realmes andCountryes which thou hafte in Afia, and acknow-

Rome

Of thy vaflalls, and fubiedles of
demaund none other obedience, but to be confederates
and frendes, fo that thou breake vp thy Campe, wherewyth thou
makeft warre in Afia, and difobeyefl: the city of Rome, wee will
ledge

to be thy fuperior.

Palmyres, we

ZENOBIA QUEENE OF PALMYRES.
fuffer

thee to haue a certayne

number of men

317

of warre, fo wel for

the tuicion of thy perfon, as for the defence of thy kingdome, and

thy two Children which thou haddeft by thy hufbande Odenatus.
And he whom thou loueft beft fhal remayne with thee in Afia^ and

Rome, not as prifoner, but as
The prifoners which thou haft of
exchange for thofe which we haue of thine,

the other I will carry with

me

to

hoftage and pleadge from thee.
ours, flialbe rendred in

without raunfome of eyther parts

remayne honored

Rome

from

all

And

by thefe meanes thou

fhalt

Rome.

and
and preferue our mother the city of

in Afia,

The Gods be thy

I

contented, will retourne to

defence,

vnhappy

fortune.

The Queene Zenobia hauinge

Emperour
made futch

reade the letter of the

Aurelianus, without feare of the contents^ incontinently

aunfwere as followeth.

Zenobia Queene of Palmyres, and Lady of all Afia, and the kingthereof, to thee Aurelianus the Emperour, health, and confolation, &c.
That thou do intitle thy felfe with the Emperour of
the Romanes I doe agree, but to prefume to name thy felfe lord of
the Eaft kingdomes, I fay therein thou doeft offend.
For thou
knoweft wel, that I alone am Lady Regent of all the Orient, and
the only dame and mayftrefle of the fame.
Th'one part whereof
defcended vnto me by lawful Inheritaunce from my predeceflbrs,
and the other part, I haue won by my prowefl!e and deedes of
armes. Thou fayeft that if I rendre obedience vnto thee, thou
wilt do me great honor
To that I aunfwere, that it were a dishonefl: part of me, and a deede moft vniuft, that the Gods hauing
created Zenobia to commaund all Afia, fhe fhould now begyn
to bee flaue and thral vnto the city of Rome.
Semblably, thou
thou
wylt
and
leaue
that
gyue
me
al
the
faieft
golde, filuer, and
other ryches whych I haue Whereunto I aunfwer, that it is a
wycked, and fond requeft, to difpofe the goodes of another as they
were thine owne. But thine eyes fhall neuer fee it, ne yet thy
handes fhal touche it, but rather I hope in the Gods aboue to

domes

:

:

beftow and crye a larges of that which thou hafte at Rome, before
thou finger that whych I haue and poffefle in Afia. Truely Au-

which thou makeft agaynft me, and thy quarbee moft vniufte beefore the fupernall Gods, and very vnrea-

relianus, the warres
ell,
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fonable before men, and

take armes,

I

for

but to defend

it is

my part if I haue entred or doe
my felf and myne. Thy comming

is for none other purpofe, but to fpoile and make
hauocke of that which an other hath. And think not that I am
greatly afrayde of the name of Romane Prynce, nor yet the power
of thyne huge army.
For if it bee in thy handes to gyue battel!,

then into Afia

it

belongeth ouely to the gods to gyue eyther to thee or

victory.

That

I

remaine in

fielde it is to

me

me

the

greate fame, but

thou to

fight with a widdowe, oughtefl truelye to bee afhamed.
There be come vnto myne ayde and Campe the Perfians, the
Medes, the Agamennonians, the Irenees, and the Syrians, and

Gods immortall, who be wont to chaftice futch
art, and to helpe poore Widowes as I am.
And if it fo come to pafle, that the Gods doe permit and fuffre my
lucke to be futch, as thou do bereue me of lyfe and difpoyle
me of goods, yet it will be bruted at Rome, and publiflied in Afia,
that the wofull wight Zenobia, was ouerthrowne and flayne, in
defence of hir Patrimony, and for the conferuation of hir husbande's honor.
Labor no more then Aurelianus, to flatter and
pray me, nor yet to threaten me: requere me no more to yeelde
and become thy prifoner, nor yet to furrender that which I haue
for by doinge that I can, I accomplifh that I ought.
For it will
be fayd and noyfed through the world, (may it fo come to pafl'e
with them

all

the

proude princes as thou

:

if the Empreffe Zenobia be capwas not yet vanquiftied. Now touchinge my fon which
thou demaundeft to cary with thee to Rome, truely that requeft I
cannot abide, and mutch lefle do meane to graunt, knowing full

as

Fortune do not fauor mee) that

tiue, fhe

well that thy houfe
is

garnifhed with

vnto

my

ftored full of

is

many

manyfolde

notable Philofophers

:

vices, where myne
whereby if I leaue

Children no great heapes of goods, yet they fhalbe wel

taught and inflru£ted

:

For the one half of the day they fpend in
For conclu-

Learninge, and the other halfe in exercife of Armes.

demaund, and finall aunfwere, thereunto, I pray thee
more by letters to write vnto mee, ne yet by ambaflage
to fpende any furder talke, but attend vntill our controuerfie bee
decided rather by force of Armes than by vttered wordes. The
Gods preferue thee.
fion of thy

trauayle no

9

:
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fayd that Aurelianus, receiuing that aunfwere did reioyce,

but when he had red it, he was greatly offended, which incontinently hee made to bee known, by gathering together his Camp,

and befieginge the Citty wherein Zenobia was. And Aurelianus,
wroth and outraged with that aunfwere, although his army was
weary and halfe in difpayre (by reafon of the longe Warres,) yet
he vfed futch diligence and expedition in the

fiege of that place,

Queene was taken and the city rafed which done, the Emperour Aurelianus retourned to Rome, caryinge with him Zenobia,
not to doe hir to death, but to tryumph ouer her. At what tyme
to fee thatNobleLady goe on foote,and marche before the tryumphas the

:

the burden of heauy

inge Chariot bare footed, charged with

chaynes, and hir two children by hir fide

mane Matrons

conceyue great

to

pity,

:

truly

it

being wel

made the Roknowen to al

the Romans, that neither in valorous deedes, nor yet in vertue or
chaftity,

any man

or

woman

of the triumph being done,

of hir time did excell

all

the noble Ladies of

hir.

The dayes

Rome aflembled

and repayred to Zenobia, and vfed vnto her great and honorable
entertaynement, giuing hir many goodly prefentes and rewards.
And Zenobia liued in the company of thofe noble Matrons the
fpace of

.X.

yeares before fhe dyed, in eftimation like a Lucrecia,

And if Fortune had acompanied
and magnanimity, Rome had felt
the egreneffe of hir difpleafure, and the whole world tafted the
fweetnefle of hir Regiment.
But nowe leaue we of, any longer to
fpeak of Zenobia, that wee may direft our courfe to the hard fate
of a King's daughter, that for loue maried a fimple perfon bred in
and

in

honour

like a Cornelia.

hir perfonage, fo well as vertue

hir father's houfe,

who

coulde not be altered
tyll

Lady Fortune

for

her

in bafe parentage,

:

and churlifhe kynde

but (hewed the fruifts of

pityinge the Ladle's cafe

better dayes,

companion with

brutiftinefle
:

prouided

and chaftized her vnkinde

deferts

condigne for futch

a matche.
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THE FIFTEENTH NOUELL.
Evphimia the Kyng of Corinth's daughter fell in love with Acharifto, the feruaunt of her father, and lefdes others which required
hir in mariage, Jhe difdayned Philon the King of Peloponefvs,
that loued hir very feruently.

Acharifto confpiring agairift the

Kyng, was difcouered, tormented, and put in prifon, and by meanes
The King promifed his daughter and
of Evphimia deliuered.
kingdome to him that prefented the head of Acharifto, Evphimia
The King gaue
fo wrought, as hee was prefented to the King.
him his daughter to wyfe and when he died made him his heyre.
Acharifto began to hate his wyfe, and condemned hir to death as
an adultereffe. Philon deliuered hir : and vpon the fute of hir
fubieSis, Jhe is contented to mary him, and therby he is made

Kynge of Corinth :

Constancy
ornament

in honeft loue (being a perfeft vertue,

tacion, with immortall

marks and

and a precious
and conten-

to the beloued, induinge eyther, befides ioy

fame and Glory,) hath

in

it felfe

properties to be isnowen by, Chaftity,

thefe onely

and toleration of

For as the mynde is conftant in loue, not variable, or
geuen to chaunge, fo is the body continent, comely, honeft and
aduerfity

:

pacient of Fortunes plages.

no fugred

A true

perfuafions of frendes,

conftant minde

is

is

moued with

diuerted with no eloquence,

The bluftering
blafts of parents wrath, cannot remoue the conftant mayde from
The rigorous
that which flie hath peculiarly chofen to hir felfe.
terrified

with no threats,

is

quiet in

all

motions.

rage of frendes, doth not difmay the louing

bracement of hir
vnchanged feere.

whom

A

man from

he hath amongs the

the em-

reft felefte for his

goodly example of conftant and noble loue

this hiftory enfuing defcribeth,

although not like in both, yet in

both a femblable conftancy. For Euphiraia, a kings daughter,
abandoneth the great loue borne vnto hir by Philon, a yong prince,
to loue a fervant of hir father's, with

conftancy, for

all

his falfe

and

whom

ftie

perfeuered in great

ingratefull dealings towards hir.

Philon feeing his loue defpifed neuer maried vntill he niaried

hir,

:
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afterwards he deliuered from the

falfe

I

furmifed treafon of

Euphimia fondly maried

cancred and malicious hufband.

hir
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and therefore deferuedly afterwards bare
and albeit flie declared hir felfe to be
conftant, yet duty to louinge Father ought to haue withdrawen
hir rafli and heady loue.
What daungers do enfue futch like
A great discafes, examples be rife, and experience teacheth.
honour it is for the Lady and Gentlewoman to difparage hir
noble houfe with mariage of hir inferior yea and great griefe to
the parents to fee their children obftinate and wilfull in carelefTe
agaynfl; hir father's will,

the penaunce of hir fault

:

:

And

loue.

vehement

albeit the Poet Propertius defcribeth the

loue of thofe that be noble,
liberal], in thefe verfes

Great

is

:

the fay th of Loue,

wynde

the conftant

And

and haue wherewith in loue to be

hee that

is

doth mutch auayle

well fraught with wealth,

in Loue doth mutch preuayle.
Yet the tender Damofell or louing childe, be they neuer fo noble
or rich, ought to attend the father's tyme and choyfe, and naturally encline to parent's will and likinge, otherwife great harme
and detriment enfue for when the Parentes fee the difobedience
:

or rather rebellious
for the fame, fo
either

it

mynde

of theyr childe, their conceiued forrow

gnaweth the rooted plante of

haftneth their vntimely death, or

of melancholic humors

and bytter

:

whych

force

elfe

naturall loue, as

ingendreth a heape

them to proclaime defiance
vpon whom (if by due

curfle againft their propre fruit,

regard they had bene ruled) they would haue pronounced

the

fweete bleflyng that Ifaac gaue to lacob, the mother's

be-

loued Boye

them

:

of that,

yea and that difpleafure

to difpoflefle

whych

of the future age.
lefle

may chaunce

befl:

fhould haue bene the onely comfort and ftay
So that neglygence of parent's heft, and care-

heede of Youthfull head, breedeth double woe, but fpecially

in the not aduifed

Chylde

:

who tumbleth

himfelfe

into the

firft

breach of diuine lawes, to the curfles of the fame, to parent's wrath,
to orphan's ftate, to begger's lyfe, and into a fea of manifold miferies.

In

hearte

VOL.

whom

had obedyence

myght haue bene
II.

ruled,

fatiffied,

and reafon taken

place, the

the parent wel pleafed

:

X

the

life

:
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ioyfully fpent,

and the

haue prepared.

elders

pofteritie fucceffively taft the fruits that

What

care and forrow,

nay what

extre-

metie the forefayde Noble Gentlewoman fufteined^ for not yeld-

There
{hall at large declare.
was fometimes in Corinth, a Citty of Grecia, a Kinge, which had
a daughter called Euphimia, very tenderly beloued of hir father,
and being arriued at the age of inariage, many Noble men of
Grecia made fute to haue hir to wife. But amongs al, Philon
the young king of Peloponefus, fo fiercely fell in love wyth hir, as
he thought he could no longer Hue, if he were maried to anye
other for which caufe her father knowing him to be a King, and

ing to hir father's minde, the fequele

:

of Angular beautye, and that he was far in loue wyth his Daughter,

would gladly haue chofen him to be his fonne in lawe, perfuading
hir that fhe fhould Hue with him a lyfe fo happy as was poflyble
for any noble lady matched wyth a Gentleman, were he neuer fo
honorable. But the daughter by no meanes would confent vnto
hir father's wyll, alleaging vnto him diuers and fundry confideracions wherby hir nature by no meanes would agree, nor heart conThe king aboue all worldly thynges
fente to ioyne wyth Philon.
loued his fayre daughter: and albeit hee would fayne haue broughte
to paffe, that fhe fhould haue taken him to hufband, yet he would
not vfe the father's authoritie, but defired that Loue rather than

mach

and therfore for that tyme was
There was in the Court a young
man borne of hir Father's bondman, whych hyght Achariflo, and
was manumifed by the kinge, who made him one of the Efquiers
for hys body, and vfed his feruyce in fundrye enterpryfes of the
warres, and bicaufe hee was in thofe afFayres very fkilfuU, of bolde
perfonage, in conflifts and battayles very hardy, the king did very

force fhould

his daughter,

contented to agree vnto hir wyll.

much

fauor him, afwell for that he had defended him from mani-

him from the treahim by the kyng of the Lacedemonians
whofe helpe and valyance, the king vfed for the murder and deflruftion of the fayde Lacedemonian king.
For whych valiant
enterpryfe, he bountifully recompenced him wyth honorable prefermentes and fiately reuenues. Vpon this yong man Euphimia
fixed hir amorous eyes, and fell fo farre in loue, as vpon him alone

fold daungers, as alfo bycaufe he had deliuered

fon pretended againfl;

:
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and all hir louing cogitations. Whereof
and well efpying and marking hir amorous lookes, nouryfhed with lyke flames the fire wherewyth fhe
burned. Notwythftanding his loue was not fo feruently bent vpon
fhe bent hlr thoughtes,

Acharifto being

certified,

was ambicious for that fhe fhoulde be
and therfore thought that he fhould be
a moft happy man, aboue al other of mortall kynde, if he myght
hir perfonage, as his defire
hir father's onely heyre,

pofTefle that inheritance.

The king

perceiuing that loue, told his

daughter, that {he had placed her minde in place fo ftraunge, as

bee had thought hir wyfdome would haue more warely forefeen,
and better wayed hir eftate and birth, as cam of a princely race,
and would haue demed futch loue, farre vnworthy hir degree
requiringe hir wyth fatherly words, to withdraw hir fettled mynde
and to ioyne with him in choyfe of hufbande, for that he had
none other worldly heire but hir, and tolde hir how he ment to
beflow hir vppon futch a perfonage, as a mofl: happy life fhe fhould
leade, fo long as the deftenies were difpofed to weaue the Webbe
of her Predefined life: and therefore was refolved to Efpoufe hir
vnto that noble gentleman Philon. Euphimia hearkned to this
vnliked tale, and with vnliked words refufed hir father's heft, protefting

vnto him futch reafons to

like effefl; as fhee did before,

therby to draw him from his conceiued purpofe, wherunto the
wife king hauing

made

mynde,
and ftormed mind, he fayd vnto
mutch the fweter is the wyne, the fharper is
reply e, continuing his intended

at length in ragyng wordes,

Euphimia:

"How

the egred fawce thereof.

I fpeake this Parable, for that thou
not knowing or greatlye regarding the gentle difpofition of thy
father's nature, in the ende mayft fo abufe the fame, as where

hitherto he hath bene curteous and benigne, he may become
through thy difordred deedes, ryghte fowre and fharpe:" and

without vtterance of further talke, departed.

Who

refting euill

content wyth that fonde fyxed Loue, thoughte that the next

way

remedy the fame, was to tell Acharifto how greuoufly he toke
his prefumed fault, and in what heinous parte he conceiued his
ingratitude, and how for the benefits which liberally he had
beftowed vpon him, he had broughte and enticed hys daughter
And therfore
to loue him, that was farre vngreeable her eftate.
to
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hym

he called

before

hym, and with reafons

firfte

declared the

duetye of a faythfull feruaunt to his Soueraigne lord, and afterwards hee fayd That if the receyued benefits were not able to
:

him know what were conuenient and feemely for hys degree,
but would perfeuere in that which he had begon, he would make
him feele the iuft difpleafure of a difpleafed Prince, whereby hee
fhoulde repent the tyme that euer hee was borne of Woman's
wombe. Thefe woordes of the Kyng feemed greeuous to Achalette

riftoj

and not to moue

hym

to further anger hee feemed as though

that (being fearful! of the Kyng's difpleafure)
his

daughter at

all,

bee fo rebuked, for that
loue, the

it

lay not in his

fame procedyng of

hir

power

own good

that hee for his part neuer requyred loue
to loue

he did not loue

but fayd vnto hym, that he deferued not to

:

to wythftand hir

wyll and lyberty: and
fhee did bend hir

if

hym, hee could not remedye that

mynd

afFeftion, for that the

freewyll of futch vnbrydled appetite refled not in

hym

to reforme.

Notwythftandyng, bycaufe he vnderftoode hys vnwyllyng mind,
he from that tyme forth would fo endeuor hymfelfe as he fhoulde
well perceyue that the vnftayde

mynde

of the

young gentlewoman

Euphimia, was not incenfed by hym, but voluntarily conceyued
" You fhall doe well '' (fayde the kyng) " if the
felfe.

of hir
efFefte

precede accordinge to the promife

table fhall the

come

fame bee vnto mee,

The king

for that

and the more accep

:

I

defyre

it

fhoulde fo

liked wel thefe

words although that
Achariflo had conceiued within the plat of his enterided mind,
to paffe."

fom other treafon.

owne

face, that

For

albeit that

he affirmed before the kyng's

hee would not loue his daughter, yet knowing the

louyng gentlewoman, hee praftifed the maan vnkind and wretched man, deuifed conuenient
him and fully bent to execute that cruel enterpryfe,

affured wil of the
riage,

and

tyme

to kil

like

:

men about him, promifing
promocions vnto fome, to fome he affured reftitucion of reuenewes,
which by father's fault they had lofi: beefore, and to other golden
hilles, fo that hee mighte attayne by flaughter of the king, to
wynne a kingly ftate and kingdome which the fooner he peruaded himfelf to acquire, if in fecrete filence, they coulde put
vp that which by generall voice they had agreed. And although
he attempted to corrupt the chiefeft

:
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they thought themfelues in good aflurance, that theyr enterpryfe
could take no ill fuccefle, by reafon of their founde and good
difcourfe debated
thereof, yet

it

amonges themfelues

for the accomplifliement

fortuned that one of the confpiracy (as

in futch lyke trayterous attemptes

beloued Ladye, and

it

makyng mone

fliee

commonlye

chaunceth) beeynge wyth hys
that

little

Commodytye

fucceeded of hir Loue for hir Aduauncement, brake out into thefe
wordes: "Hold thy peace" (fayde hee :) "for the tyme wyll not

bee longe before thou fhalt bee one of the

chiefefl:

Ladies of this

" (fayde hys Woman.) " No more
adoe.?" (quod the Gentleman:) " Ceafe from further queftions,
and bee merrye: forweefliall enioye together, a verye Honourable
and a quyete Lyfe." When hir Louer was departed, the gentlewoman went to an other of hir goffips very iocunde, and tolde hir
what hir Louer had fayd and fhee then not able to keepe Counfell, wente and tolde an other: in fuch wyfe as in the ende it
came to the eares of the King's fteward's wyfe, and fhe imparted
the fame vnto hir hufband, who marking thofe words, like a man
of great wifedome and experience, did verily beleue that the fame
touched the daunger of the king's perfon and as afaythfull feruant
to his lorde and maifter, diligently harkned to the mutteringe
talke murmured in the Court, by him which had tolde the fame to
his beloued Lady and knowinge that it proceeded from Achariflo,
which was an obftinate and fedicious varlet, and that he with
land."

"

Howe

can that bee

?

:

:

:

three or four other his familiars, kept fecret

iuged that which he
true

:

firfl:

conieftured, to

wherefore determined to

moue

company

in corners,

be mofl certayne and

the king thereof, and vpon

a day finding him alone, he fayd vnto him, that the

fidelity and
wherewith he ferued him, and the defire which he had
to fee hym lyue in longe and profperous Eftate, made hym to
attend to the falfegard of hys perfon, and to hearken vnto futch
as fhould attempt to daunger the fame for which caufe, marking
and efpying the doings of certayne of his chamber (whofe common

good

will

:

and priuy whifperings miflyking) he feared

aflemblies

leaft

they

confpiring with Achariflo, fhoulde worcke treafon, for berieuinge
of his

and

life

:

and to

th' intent their

his fafety forefeene,

endeuours might be preuented,

he thought good to reueale the fame to
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Then he

King the words that were fpoken
Gentlewoman, to one or two of her companions, and
difclofed the prefumptions which he had feene and perceyued
touchinge the fame. Amongs the ill conditions of men, there is
nothinge more common than Poyfon, Confpiracies, and Treafon
of Prynces and great Lordes
and therefore euery little fufpicion
hys Maiefty.

by the

tolde the

firfl;

:

prefuming futch

peril!, is

a great demonftration of lyke myfchiefe

:

which made the Kyng to geue credit to the Woords of hys Steward,
hauing for hys long experience knowen him to be faythfull, and
trufty.

And

fodaynly he thought that Acharifto attempted the

fame, that after hys death, by mariage of Euphimia, he might be

the Inheritour of hys

Kyngdome

:

the beliefe whereof, and the

Angular credite which he repofed in hys Steward, befides other

hym to commaund the captayne of hys Guard to
apprehend thofe4of whom hys Steward told hym, and Acharifto,
committinge them to feuerall Prifons. Then he fent hys Officers
thinges, caufed

to

examyne them, and found vpon

tion of his flieward to be true
effefte of the

:

their confeffions, the accufa-

but Acharifto, although the whole

Treafon was confefled by thofe foure confpirators

that were apprehended, and aduouched to his Face, and for

all

the

Tormentes wherewith he was racked and cruciated, yet flill denied,
that eyther he was authour of the enterprife, or partaker of a treafon
fo wicked then the king incontinently caufed the foure Gentlemen
:

of hys

Chamber

to be rewarded accordinge to the worthineffe of

and were put to death, and Acharifto to be repryued
in fharpe and cruell prifon, vntill with torments he fhould be
forced to confeffe that which he knew to be moft certayne and
true by the euidence of thofe that were done to death. Euphinjia
for the imprifonment of Acharifto, conceiued incredible forrow,
and vneths could be perfuaded, that hee would imagine, mutch
lefle confpyre, that abhominable faft, afwell for the loue which
Acharifto feemed to beare vnto hir, as for the great good wyl
wherewith he was affured that fhe bare vnto hym, and therefore
the death of the kyng to be no lefle griefe vnto him, than the
fame woulde be to hir felfe, the Kyng being hir naturall and louing
father: Acharifto thought on the other fide, that if hee might
fpeake with Euphimia, a way would be founde eyther for hys
their offence,

:
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Acharifto beinge

meanes to talke wyth the Taylor's wyfe,
and intreated hir to fhewe hym fo mutch fauour, as to procure
Euphimia to come vnto him fhe accordingly brought to pafle,
that the yong Gentlewoman in fecrete wife came to fpeake wyth
thys trayterous varlet, who fo foone as he fawe hir, fhedinge from
in this deliberation, found

:

hys eyes flore of teares, pitifully complayninge, fayd vnto hir
" I know Euphimia, that the kinge your father doth not inclofe

me

ne yet

in this cruell prifon,

afflifteth

me wyth thefe miferable
me for any intended

torments, for any fufpicion he conceyueth of
faft,

(for

but only for the loue which

whych

I

I

beare you, and for the like,

render humble thanks) that you do beare to

me and
:

am

wery of this wretched ftate, and know that
nothing eJfe can rid me from this paynefull Lyfe, but onely death,
I am determined wyth myne owne propre hands to cut the threed
of life wherewith the deftinies hitherto haue prolonged the fame,
that thys my breathinge Ghoafl:, which breatheth forth thefe
doleful playntes, may flee into the Skyes, to reft it felfe amonges
the reftfull fpirites aboue, or wandre into the pleafaunte hellifh
fieldes, amongs the fhadows of Creufa, Aeneas wyfe, or elfe wyth
But ere I did the fame, I made
the ghofl of complayning Dido.
rayne humble prayer to the maiefty diuine, that bee would vouchfafe to fhew me fo much grace, as before I dye, I myghte fulfil
my couetous eyes with fight of you, whofe ymage fiill appeareth
before thofe greedy Gates, and fanfie reprefenteth vnto my myndWhich great defired thing, fith God aboue hath
full heart.
graunted, I yeld him infinit thankes, and fith my defteny is futch,
becaufe that I

that futch muft be the end of loue, I doe reioyce that
for your fake,

which only

laboureth for

my

euidence giuen

death

againfl:

:

is

I

mufte dye

the caufe that the King your father fo

I neede not to molefl; you wyth the falfe
me, by thofe malicious villaines, that be

already dead, which onely hath thus incenfed the Kinge's

Wrathe

and heauy rage agaynft mee whereof I am fo free, as worthilye
they bee executed for the fame for if it were fo, then true it is,
(and as lyghtly you myght beleue) that I neuer knew what Loue
you beare mee, and you lykewyfe did neuer knowe, the loue I
bare to you: and therefore you may thinke that fo impoffibleisthe
:

:
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one, as

I

dyd euer meane, thinke, or ymagine any harme or

beleue, that fo faythfully
I

loued you

:

and that

it

may

pleafe

wyth

the myddle, and
farewell of you

face

fafl

all

bathed in

imbracing

(myne onely

and

:

he clypped hir about
" Thus takinge my lafl:

ioy)

I

the gouernement of the fupernall God, and

be dyfpofed as pleafeth him."

to come."

life

teares,

hir faid

life

me
And

to bee fo myndfull of

you

in thys fadyng Lyfe, as I fhal be of you in that
in fayinge fo,

peryll

To be fhort, I humbly do befech you to
as man is able to loue a woman, fo haue

to your father's perfon.

commende you

my

felfe to

to

death, to

Euphimia, which before was not

perfuaded that Achariflo was guylty of that deuifed Treafon, nowe

gaue full belyefe and credite to his wordes, and Weeping wyth him
for company, comforted him fo wel as fhe could, and bidding him

good chere, fhe fayde, that fhe would feeke fuch meanes
and loue he fhould not dye and that before longe
time did paffe, fhee would help him out of prifon. Achariflo,
although he vttered by ruful voice that lamentable taike, for remedye to ridde himfelfe from pryfon, yet he did but fayne all that
he fpake, addyng further: "Alas, Euphimia, do not incurre your
Father's wrath to pleafe my minde fuffer 'me quietly to take that
death, which finifter Fortune and cruell fate hath prouided to
Euphimia, vanquifhed with infpeakable
abridge my dayes."
" Ah, Acharifto, the
griefe and burning paffion of loue, faid
onely ioy and comfort of my lyfe, do not pierce my heart with
fuch difpleafant wordes for what fhould I do in this wretched
to bee of

as for hir fake

:

:

:

:

world, yf you for

my fake fhould

fuffre

death

?

Wherfore put away

that cruel thought, and be content to faue your Lyfe, that here-

and myrth you may fpend the fame trufting that yf
meanes may be founde for your difpatche from hence, we fhal
Hue the refte of our prolonged Lyfe together, in fweete and happy
for my Father is not made of ftone flint, nor yet was
dayes
nourced of Hircan Tigre he is not fo malicious but that in tyme
to come hee may be made to know the true difcourfe of thine innocent life, and hope thou fhalt atteyne his fauour more than euer
thou didft before, the care whereof onely leaue to me, and take no
thought thy felfe: for I make promife vpon myne alTured faith
to brynge the fame to paffe
wherefore giue ouer thy conceyued
after in ioye

:

:

:

:
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and bende thy felfe to lyue fo merie a life, as euer gentleman
vp in court as thou haft bene." " I am content," faid
Acharifto, "thus to doe.
The Gods forbid that I fhould declyne
my hearte and mynde from thy beheft, who of thy wonted grace
doeft feeke continuance of my Lyfe, but rather, fweete Euphimia,
than thou fhouldeft fuflfre any daunger to performe thy promife, I
make requeft (for the common loue betwene vs both) to leaue me in
this prefent dangerous ftate
rather would I lofe my lyfe than thou

gryefe,

did, trained

,

:

fliouldeft

"

Wee

hazard the

fliall

heare of thy heade for

leaft

my

releefe."

be both falfe ynough, (aunfwered Euphimia) for

woman's heade, hath

deuice proceedinge from a

And

the plot of thy deliueraunce."

my

already drawen

with thofe wordes they both

did end their talke, whofe trickling teares did rather finifhe the

mynds

and eyther of them geeuing a kyfle
faft fhutte, Euphimia
departed turmoyled wyth aThoufande amorous Pry ekes, and ceafed
not but firfte of all to corrupt and winne the layler's Wyfe, whofe
hufband was fent forth on bufinefTe of the king's: the conclufion of which pradlife was, that when fhee caried meate to
fame, than willing

:

vnto the Tower Walle, wherein Acharifto was

Acharifto, according to the order appoynted, {he fliould fayne hirfelfe to

be violently difpoyled of the Pryfon Key by Acharifto,

taking the fame from hir

who

and efcape^
and when hir hufband did returne, fliee fliould make complaynt of
accordinge to which deuife, the
the violence done vnto hir
And when hir hufbande returned
praftyfe was accompliflied
home, hearing his wyfe crie out within the Tower, was maruaylloufly amazed, and vnderftandinge that Acharifto was fled, (ignoraunt of the poliicy betwene his Wyfe and Euphimia,) bee fell into
great rage, and fpeedely repayred to the Kynge, and tolde him
what had chaunced. The Kinge thinking that the breach of
Prifon was rather through the woman's fimplicity than purpofed
malice, did mitigate his difpleafure, howbeit forthwith he fent out
:

fliould fliut hir in the Prifon

:

:

fcouts to fpy, and watch into

what place Acharifto was gone, whofe

fecret flight,

made

Kinge when

bee faw that he could not be found,

all

tion throughout his realme, that

head of Acharifto,

Then the
made Proclama-

their trauayle to be in vayne.

fliould

who fo would

haue to

Wyfe

bringe vnto him the

hys onely Daughter, and
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after hys deceafe fhoulde pofleffe his

inariage.

Many

Kingdome

Dowry

of that

knightes did put themfelues in redineffe to at-

chieue that enterprife, and aboue

al,

Philon was the chiefe, not for

which hee bare vnto the

gredinefle of the kingdome, but for loue

Gentlewoman.

for

Whereof

Acharifto hauinge intelligence^ and per-

ceyuinge that in no place of Europa hee could bee fafe and fure
from daunger, for the multitude of them which purfued him vnto
death, caufed Euphimia to vnderftand the miferable Eftate wherein
hee was. Euphimia which bent hir minde, and employed hir ftudy
for his fafegarde, imparted hir loue which fhee bare to Acharifto,
to an aged Gentlewoman, which was hir nurfe and gouernefle, and
befought hir that (he would intreat hir fonne called Sinapus, (one
very well beloued of the king) to reach his help vnto hir
that Acharifto might retourne to the court agayn.

defire,

The Nourfe

like a wyfe woman lefte no perfuafion vnfpoken, nor counfell
vnremembred, which flie thought was able to diffuade the yong
gentlewoman from hir conceiued loue but the wound was fo
deepely made, and hir hearte fo greuoufly wounded with the three
:

forked arrows of the

little

blinde archer Cupide, that defpifing

the reafons of hir beloued nurfe, fhee fayde,

how

fhe

all

was firmely

bent eyther to runne from hir father, and to feke out Acharifto, to

wyth him one equall fortune, or elfe with hir owne hands
fome remedy were not found to recouer the
king's good grace for the returne of Acharifto.
The Nurfe vanquifhed with pity of the yong mayden, fearinge both the one and
the other daunger that myght enfue, fent for Sinapus, and vppon
their talke together, Euphimia and hee concluded, that Acharifto
fhould bee brought agayne vnto the Courte, and that (he hir felfe
fhould prefent him to the King wherein fhould want no kinde
of diligence vntill the Kyng did entertayne him agayne for his
Vpon which refolution,
faythfull feruaunt, as he was wont to do.
Acharifto was fent for, and being come, Sinapus and Euphimia
together with the nurfe tolde hym in what fort they three had concluded touchinge his health and fafegarde: which of him being
well lyked, did giue them humble thankes and then Sinapus
went vnto the kyng, and told him, that there was one newly
fuftaine

to procure death, if

:

:

arriued at Corinth, to

make

a prefent vnto his grace of the head of
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At which newes
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kynge {hewed hymfelfe fo ioyKingdome and beinge placed
with his Counfell and Princely trayne
tlie

hee had gotten an other

:

vnder his cioath of ftate,
about hyin, tellinge them the caufe of that aflembly, commaunded
hym that brought thofe news, to bring the party forth newely
come vnto the City to prefent the head of Acharifto before the
prefence of the King, who no fooner looked vpon him, but fell into
futch a rage, as the fire feemed to flame out of his angry eyes,
and commaunded him prefently to be taken and put to death.

But Acharifto

falling

downe vpon hys

knees,

humbly befought

his

maiefty to geeue him leaue to fpeake: but the kinge not fufFering

word commaunded hym away. Then the Counand other Lords of the Court, intreated his grace to heare
him at whofe requeftes and fupplications he feemed to be content.
Then Acharifto began to fay " Moft facred Prynce, and
redoubted fouerayne Lord, the caufe of this my prefumptuous repaire before your maiefty, is not to fliew my felfe guilty of thy
late deuifed confpiracy, ne yet to craue pardon for the fame, but
to fatiffie your Maiefty, wyth that contented defire, whych by
Proclamation ye haue pronounced through your highnelTe Realmes
and dominions which is, to offer this heade for reuenge of the
faulte vniuftlye layed vnto my charge by thofe foure, which
worthily haue tafted the deferued payne of theyr offenfe. Wherfore I am come hither of myne owne accord, to fliew the loue and
greate defyre, whych euer I had to ferue and pleafe your Maiefty
and for that I would not confume my life in your difpleafure, I
make offer of the fame to your mercifull wyll and dyfpofition,
chofynge rather to die, and leaue your maiefty fatiffied and contented, than to lyue in happy ftate, your princely minde difpleafed

him

to vtter one

fellours
:

:

:

:

:

but defyrous that your maiefty fhould know myne innocence, I
humblye befech your grace to heare what I can fay, that my
fidelity

maye bee throughly

vnderftanded, and the wickednefle of

the Varlets, mine accufers wel wayed and confidered." Then he
began to rehearfe all the things done by hym for the feruyce of his

crowne and maieftye, and
himfelf,

when he

by treafon to murder him

what daunger he did put
Lacedemonian king, that went about
whych enterpryfe might appeare vnto

finally into

kylled the
:
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him

to bee a fure

and euident teftimony, that hee ment nothinge

and that hee efteemed
and fauegard to
employ the fame and after thefe alleaged caufes, he added briefly,
that the loue which his maiefty knew to be betweene him and
Euphimia his Daughter, ought to haue perfuaded him, that he had
rather haue fuffered death himfelfe, than commit a thing difpleafant to Euphimia.
And knowing that a more offenfive thynge

hurtfull or preiudiciall to his highneffe

not his

life,

when hee aduentured

:

for his feruice

:

coulde not chaunce to hir, than the vilent death of her father, hee

myghte well thyncke that hee woulde haue deuyfed the death of a
Thoufande other, rather than that horible and abhominabledeede,
futch as hys greateft Ennemy woulde neuer haue done, mutch lefle
hee whych was bounde vnto hym by fo many Receyued Benefittes,
for whofe feruice and preferuacion he had dedicated and vowed hys
Lyfe and Soule: but if fo be his raaieftie's rancor and difpleafure
could not be mitigated, but by doinge him to death, hee defired
that none of his alleaged reafons fhould bee accepted, and therefore

was there ready

and

pleafure.

and the more

well,

to facrifice his life at his maieflie's difpofition

Acharifto by nature could

tongue flode him

his

tel

his tale excedingly

in feruice, the greater

whych fo pierced the minde of the king
and perfuaded the Counfellers, and other of the Court, as he was
demed giltlefle of the treafon and the matter was fo debated, and
the King intreated to graunt him pardon, as he was accompted
mofi; worthy of his fauour.
Then the kyng, by the aduife of hys
Counfell, was perfwaded, that by force of hys proclamation, hys
daughter fhould be giuen to Acharifto in mariage, and his kingeappeared his eloquence

:

:

dome
yng

for a dowrie, bicaufe hee

had offered

his

owne

heade, accord-

So the kinge repentinge himfelfe that he had offended Acharifto, in the end agreed to the
whereof
aduife of his Counfell, and gaue him his daughter to wife
Euphimia was fo ioyful, as they bee that atteyne the fumme of their
to the effefte of the fame.

:

The father liued one whole yeare after this mariage,
and Euphimia fo pleafant a life for a certaine time, as was pofftble
for any Gentlewoman.
Hir father was no fooner dead, but the
vnkinde man, nay rather brute beafte, had forgotten all the benefits
receyued of his kinde and louing wife and hauing by hir onelye
heart's defire.

:
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meanes got a Kingdome, began

to hate hir fo ftraungely, as he

could not abide hir

the property of cancred obliuion,

which

after

it

fight, (futch is

crepeth into ambicious heads, neuer hath minde of

pafled amitie, ne regardeth former benefite, but like a monfter

and

deadly ennimy to humaine nature, ouerwhelmeth in his bottomlefle
all pietie and kindneffe) and determined in the ende for
recompence of futch great good turnes, to defpoyle hir of hir Lyfe.
Howe thinke you, fayre Ladies, was not this a fayre rewarde for the
loue, the trauailes and forrowes fufteined for this ingrate and villanous man, by that royal lady, to faue his life, and to take him to
hufband ? Here is manifefl (prolatum) that in a vile and feruyle
minde, no vertue, no duety, no receiued benefites can be harboured.
Here is a lelTon for yong Gentlewomen to beware howe they
contemne and defpife the graue aduife of theyr auncient fathers.
Here they may fee the damage and hurt that vnaduifed youth

gulfe

incurreth,

when negleftyng theyr Parents holefome admonitions,

they gyue themfelues to the loue of futch as be vnworthy theyr

For what fhould ayle the Gentle pucell borne
of gentle bloud but to match her felfe in like affinity, and not to
care for curryflie kind, or race of churle. Bee there no Gentlemen

eftate

and callyng.

found of perfonage and beauty worthy to ioyne in loue wyth
Bee they fo precious in nature or tender in education as
theyr lyke can not be vouchfafed to couple in mariage yoke ?
Compare the glyfteringe gold to droffie durte, and futch is the
But perhaps bringyng
difference betweene gentle and vngentle.
vp may alter nature, and cuftome tranfforme defedl of birth: as
Licurgus the lawemaker dyd trye betwene the Currifh whelpe and
the Spanyell kinde, both by trayning vp running to their contraries, the Spanyel not vfed to hunt eigre vpon the potage difhe,
the other noufeled in that paftime purfuing his game. But that
Metamorphofis is feldome feene amongs humane fort, and therfore I aduife the gentle kind, to matche themfelues in equall lotte,
and not to trufl; Sir Cuftome's curtefie in choyfe of feere. Returne
to be

them

.'

we then

to

vnkind Acharifto, who now in

defired praie, reuertinge to his

nature, after
gentle Quene,

puddle of

many thoufand wronges don
accufed hir to be

an

full poffeflion

carliflie will

of his

and cancred

to his mofl: noble

adultereffe,

and

as

and

one indeede.
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condemned to the mercilefle
Kyng of Peloponefus, which (as we haue fayd beloued Euphimia as he did the balles of his owne eyes, vnder-

(although moft innocent) fhe was
fire.

fore)

Philon,

fiianding the crueltye that this

whom

wicked

Man

vfed towards bir, to

and Kyngdome did belonge, moued wyth
nobility of mynd, determined to declare to Euphimia the inward
feruent loue which he bare hir, and to chaftife Acharifto for his
ingratitude with due correction. Wherfore depely debating wyth
both

his lyfe

himfelfe of this aduenture, thus he fayde "Now is the time
Euphimia, that Philon fhewe what faythful Loue he hath euer
borne vnto thee, and that he delyuer thee both from the prefent
daunger wherein thou art, and from the hands of that vnkynde
wretche, that is farre vnworthy of futch a wife for if thou haddefl:
:

:

agreed to thy father's wyll, and yelded to the purfute of

him that

loued thee befte, thou haddefl: no neede of refcue nowe, ne yet
fire, which be ready to contender
and
corps,
full
tenderly fometimes beloued
fume thv
of thy deare father, and of thy louyng frend Philon." When he
had fpoken thofe wordes, hee earneftly difpofed him felf vpon
There was in thofe daies a cuftome in Corinth,
that enterpryfe.
that they which were condemned to death, were caried iii. miles
forth of the City, and there the fentence pronounced againfl; them,
were put to execution. Philon hauyng intelligence hereof, did
put in readinefle a good troupe of horfemen, and being fecretly
imbarked, arriued at Corinth, and clofely the nyght before Euphimia fhould be brought to the fire, harde by the place where the
miferable Lady fhould be burnt, into a woode he conueyed his
People and fo foone as the Sergeants and officers were approched
neere the place wyth the lady, he iffued forth, and did fet vpon
the throng, not fufferyng one of them to remayne aliue, to carye
newes. When he had delyuered Euphimia from that prefent
daunger of hir lyfe, and the companye difpercled, he fayd to the
Queene: "Nowe thou mayft fee (fayre Queene) the diuerfitie,
betwene the difloyaltie and vnkindenefle of Acharifto, and the
But for that I meane not to leaue hys
faith and loue of Philon.
ingratitude vnrevenged, thou flialt ftaye here, vntyll thou heare
newes of the due chaftifment which I (hall gyue hym," Thofe

bene in

perill

of the waftfull flames of

flefh

:

EUPHEMIA OF CORINTH.

335

and cruell words foretold of hir hufband's death moued hir
and Pryncely hearte that by no meanes could bee altered
from the gentle nature, which it firft had tafted and receiued and
althoughe fhee had fuffred Mortall and Solempne iniury of hir
vnkynde hufbande for Manyfolde Benefites, yet (fhee good gentlewoman) woulde permyt no duetye of a truftye and faythfull Wyfe
vnperformed. Wherefore fhee befoughte Philon vpon her knees,
dire

honefl:

:

not to procede to further reuenge of Acharifto, telling him, that

enough it was for hir to haue efcaped that prefent peryl, from
which he like a princely Gentleman had deliuered hir, and therefore
duering hir life was moft bounde vnto him. Philon greately
wondred at the goodneffe of this Ladie howbeit the ingratitude of
that Varlet by no meanes he would fufFer to bee vnpunifhed. And
beeing aduertifed that Acharifto remayned in hys Palace without
any fufpicion of this aduenture, banded neyther with Guarde or
other afTurance, committed Euphimia to fafe cuflodie, and fodainly
afTailed the Palace of Acharifto
and finding the Gates open, he
entred the city, crying out vpon the WickednefTe and treafon of
Acharifto. At which wordes the whole City began to ryfe, to
helpe Philon in his enterpryfe for there was no flate or degree,
:

:

:

but abhorred the vnkind order of that Varlet, towards the noble

woman

their

Palace,

and

Queene.

Philon aided with the people, afTaulted the

in fhort fpace inuaded the

fame

:

and the Varlet bee-

The Corinthians feeing the
mind of Philon, and the loue which he bare to Euphimia,
and knowing that their late Kyng was difpofed to haue matched
her wyth Philon, were very willing to haue him to be their Kinge,
and that Euphimia fhould be his wife, fuppofinge that vnder the

ing apprehended, was put to death.
noble

gouernement of a Prynce fo gentle and valiant, they might Hue
very happily and ioyefullye. Execution don vpon that mofie
vnkinde varlet, Philon caufed the Lady to be conueyed home
into hir royal pallace and the people with humble fubmiffion,
began to perfuade hir to marie wyth that younge Prince Philon.
But fhee which had lodged hir thoughts and fixed hir mind vpon
that caytife, who vnnaturally had abufed hir, would by no meanes
:

confent to take a new hufband, faying, that the feconde mariage

was not to bee allowed

in

any woman.

And

albeit that fhee
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knewe howe

greately fhe

was bounde

to Philon, as duringe life

not able to recompence his louing kindneffe and valyante exployte
al hir vnhappy fortune, ftiee
remayne a widowe, and well contented that
Philon fhoulde poflefle hir whole domynion and kingdome, and
fhe pleafed to lyue his fubiefte: which ftate fhe fayd, did like
her beft.
Philon, that not for defire of the Kingdome, but for
loue of the Lady had attempted that worthy and honourable enterprife, fayd vnto hir: "Euphimia, it was onely for yourefake that I
aduentured thys daungerous indeuor, toridde you from the flander
that might haue enfued your innocent death, and out of the cruel
hands of hym, whom vnworthily you did fo dearely loue. No
defyre of kyngdome or worldly glorye induced me herevnto no

performed for hir fafegard, yet for

was minded

to

ftyll

:

care that

I

had to enlarge the boundes of

my mynd

the courage of

but the Paflion of

borne you

in

(that

careleffe

is

my

altogether

countrey

foile

empty of ambytion)

Loue, whych thys long tyme

your happy father's dayes, to

pricked

whom

I

made

I

haue

inceflant

was fo long a Suter, vntyll I receyued
for which I vowed a perpetuall fingle Lyfe,
the brute whereof when I hearde
vntyll thys occafyon was ofFred
firft:,
fo ftirred the mynde of your mofl: louyng knight, that
and to your
extreame repulfe:
fute:

felfe I

:

fleepe or greedy hunger,

droufie

coulde not force this

reftleffe

home, vntyl I reuenged my felfe vpon that villaine
borne, which went about wyth roafling flames to confume the
body

to tarry at

innocente
together

flefli

of hir

my men

whome

I

loued

befl.

And

therfore muflred

of armes and in fecret fort imbarked our felues

and arryued here: where wee haue accomplifhed the thyng we
for and haue fettled you in quiet raygne, free from peryl of
traiterous mindes, crauing for thys my fa£t nought elfe of you but
wylling mynd to be my wife: which fith you do refufe, I pafle
not for rule of your kyngdom, ne yet for abode in Corinth, but
meane to leaue you to your choyfe. For fatiffied am I, that I

came

haue manifefted to the world the greatneffe of my loue, which was
fo ample as euer king could beare to vertuous Queene
and fo fare:

well."

At which words

he made a figne to his people, that they

fhoulde fhippe them felues for return to Peloponefus.

Senatours and

al

But the

the people of Corinth feing the curtefie of Philon,
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and how greatly their Queene was bound vnto him, fel downe
vpon their knees, and with ioyned hands befought hir to take him
to hufbande, neuer ceafing from teares and fupplication, vntyl
Then the mariage
fhe had confented to their requefte.
was folempnifed with great ioy and triumph, and the
whole City after that tymCjlyued in great felicity
and quiet, fo long as nature lengthned the
dayes of thofe two Noble
Prynces.
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THE SIXTEENTH NOUELL.
The MarchioniJJe of Monferrato, with a banket of Hennes, and
cer table pleafant wordes, reprejfed the fond hue of Philip the
French Kynge.

Good Euphimia
vpoii a feruile

and

(as you haue harde) did fondly apply hir loue
man^ who though bred vp in court where trayninge

vfe doth alter the rude conditions of futch as be intertayned

yet voyde of

therCj

all

gentlenefle,

and

fruftrate of Nature's

fweeteneffe in that curteous kinde, as not exchaunginge natiue

aduauncementj returned to hys hoggifh foyle,
and walowed in the durty filth of Inhumanity, whofe nature myght
wel with fork, or fiqffe he expelled, hut home againe it would haue
come, as Horace pleadeth in his Epiftles.
O noble Gentlewoman,
that mildly fuffred the difpleafure of the good king hir father,
who would fayne haue diffuaded hir from that vnfeemely match,
fiercenefle for noble

to ioyne with a

fection

;

O

and

yong

Prince, a king, a

peftilent Carle,

Gentleman

being beloued of

pucell, that for treafon difcharged thy

fo

of great per-

honourable a

head from the block, and

of a donghill flaue preferred thee to be a king, wouldeft for thofe
deferts in the
iuft

ende frame fayned matter to confume

hatred then did the Noble

Emperour Claudius

hir.

With

Csefar profecute

thofe of bond and feruile kinde that were

matched with the free
and noble. Right well knew hee that fome tafte of egrenefle
would refl in futch fauage fruite, and therefore made a law, that
the iflue of them fhould not haue like liberty and preheminence,
What harme futch
as other had, which agreeably did couple.
mariage hath deferred to diners ftates and perfons (t'auoide other
examples) the former Nouell teacheth. Wherfore to ende the
fame, with bewailing of Euphimia for hir vnluckie

now

lot,

Marquefle, a Gentlewoman of Angular beauty and

made

to the

we

difcretion,

fond demaund of a mighty Monarch, that fondly

in loue with hir,
full

begin

to glad our felues with the wife and floute aunfwer of a chafle

to recouer.

fell

and made a reckening of that, which was doubtThis king by Louing Hir whome he neuer faw.
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that in his flepe dreamed that he had in holde

For the King neuer faw hirj before
he heard hir praifed, and when hee hearde hir praifed, for pur-

the thynge furthefl: from him.

pofe to winne her, he trauailed oute of his way, fo fure to enioy
hir, as if

he had neuer feene

hir.

This

hiftorie,

although

briefe,

dames that be purfued by Prynces,
and teacheth them wyth what regarde they ought to interteine
yet fheweth light to noble

The Marquefle then of Monferrato, a citye in Italy,
beynge a Gentleman of great prowefle and valiance, was appointed

fuch futers.

to tranffrete the Seas in a generall paflage

made by the

Chriftians,

wyth an huge Armie and great furniture. And as it chaunced,
vpon a day greate talke was had in the court of king Philip
furnamed Lufcus (bicaufe he was poreblinde) who likewyfe was
making preparation to depart out of Fraunce in the faid iorney.
Report was made by a knight which knewe the faid Marquize,
that in all the world there was not the like maried couple, as the
Marquize and his wyfe were, as well bicaufe the Marquize was
bruted to be an excellent gentleman, as alfo for that his wyfe
amonges al the troupe of Ladies, that liued in the world that time,
was the faireft and moft vertuous. Which words fo eatred the
French king's head, as fodainely (neuer feeing hir in all his life)
he began to loue hir, and for that purpofe determined to imbarke
him felfe at Genoua, that by trauailyng that way by lande, he

myght haue good

occafion to fee the MarchionifTe, thinking that

her hufband being abfent, hee might eafily obtein that he defired.

And

who fending al
as he had deuifed, he began his enterpryfe
power before, toke his iorney wyth a meane trayne of Gentlemen and beynge within one Daye's iourney of the Ladye's
Houfe, hee fent hir worde that the nexte Daye hee would vifite
her atDynner. The fage and difcrete lady ioyfully aunfwered the
Mesfanger, that fhe would accompt his comming for a great and
:

his

:

finguler pleafure,

welcome.

would in

and fayd that hys grace fhould be moft

Afterwards fhe maruelled
hir hufband's abfence,

why

come

heartily

futch a king as he was,

to hir houfe

:

and

in that

maruel and confideration fhe was no whit deceyued, coniefturinge
that the fame of hir beauty was the caufe of hys comminge.
NeuerthelelTe, like a wife

Lady and honeft gentlewoman,

fhe de-
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termined to do him honour, and caufed the worfhipfull of hir
country futch as remayned behinde^ to be aflembled, for aduice in
all

thinges that were neceflary for hys intertaynement.

But the

and variety of meats that fhould be ferued, (he alone tooke
vppon hir to difpofe and order wherefore fpeedily fendinge about,
and makinge prouifion for all the Hennes that might be gotten
•throughout the countrey, commaunded hir cookes, of thofe Hennes
feaft

:

without other thing what

The king

fo

euer,

to

prepare dinars feruices.

come accordingly

as he had
and was with great honour receyued of the Lady, and
in beholdinge hir, fhe feemed vnto hym (befides hys imagination comprehended by the former woordes of the Knyght) to be
farre more faire, honeft and vertuous, than hee thought, attributyng vnto hir, Angular prayfe and commendation. And fo much

fent

word

more

fayled not the next day to

:

was kindled, as flie pafled the eftimation
King had wythdrawen him felfe
into the chamber ordeined and made ready for him, as appertained to a Prynce fo greate, and that dinner time was come, the
King and Madame the Marchionifle fat together at one boorde,
and other accordyng to their degrees were placed at feueral tables.
The King ferued with many Difhes and excellent Wynes, beholdinge fometymes the Lady Marchioneffe, conceyued great delight
and pleafure. But vewing the feruice, and meates (although dreffed
in diuers fortes) to be but Hennes, he began to wonder, fpecially
knowing the foyle wherein they were to be fo rich and plentifull,
as by little trauayle, great abundance of Foule and Venifon might
haue bin prouided, and thought that fhe had indifferent leyfure
to Chafe and Hunt, after that he had fent hir woorde of hys comminge. Notwythfiandinge he would not take occafion to enter
into talke of thofe wants of better Cheare (hir Hennes only excepted) who lookyng vpon hir, with mery Countenaunce hee fayde
vnto hir " Madame were all thefe Hennes bred in thys countrey
wythout a Cock ? " The Marchioniffe which full well vnderftoode
the caufe of his demaunde, thinkinge that God had fent hir an
apt tyme for aunfwere as fhe defired, boldly aunfwered the Kinge
" No and it pleafe your grace, but of Women, albeit in honour and
apparell there is fome difference, yet they be al made in this Counthe

bruted of

his

hir.

defire

And

after that the

:

:

1

:
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hir aunfwere, right

the occafion of the Banket of Hennes, and where-

and confidred that to beftow any furit were in vayne, and that force there
Lyke as vnaduifedly he fell in loue^ fo it

unto hir wordes did tend

:

ther talke to fo wyfe a Lady,

could take no place.

behoued him of

neceffity wyfely to {launch the fire for his honour
and wythout any more taunting wordes, fearing hir reuenge,
he dined without hope to get other thinge of hir. And when bee
had done, to the intent by hys fodayne departure, he might couer
his difhoneft comming, thankinge hir for the honour which he had
receyued, and {he recommending him to God, he departed to Genoua.
Here may be proued the great difference betweene Wyfedome
and Folly, betweene Vertue and Vice. The King more
by Luft, than other defire, by circumflances endeuoured to found the deapth of the Ladie's minde
fhe by comely anfwere, payd hym home for
fake,

his folly.

A

liuely reprefentation of

a noble creature,

fo well

wyth Vertue

as

Beauty.

bedecked

wyth
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THE SEUENTEENTH NOUELL.
Dianora demaunded of maifier Anfaldo a garden Jo
May. Mayfter Anfaldo
made to a Nicromancer)

Mijirejfe

faire in January, as in the moneth of
{by meanes of an obligation which he
caufed the fame to bee done.

The hufband agreed with

tlewoman

that fhe fhould do the pleafure

required,

who hearinge

Mr

the gen-

which mai/ier Anfaldo

the liberality of the hufband, acquited

promife, and the Necromancer difcharged mai/ier

of hir

Anfaldo.

Of

all

man's

things
life^

prouided

commonly accompanying

for,

the raaner and trade of

more circumfpeftly to be attended and
than regard and eftimation of honefty which attire,

nothing

is

:

moft excellent, and comely, fo aboue al other vayne Toyes
of outward apparell to bee preferred
and as honefty hath all

as it

is

:

other good Conditions included in

meanes cannot

felfe,

it

as the

fame by any

ftray out of that traft, troden before by the fteppes

of that moft excellent vertue: euen

fo,

impoflible

it

is

for the

party adorned with the fame, to wander one iote from that fore-

trodden Path

:

wherefore

let

eche wyght that traceth this worldly

Lyfe, forefee the due obferuation of

which

is

honeft.

Nothinge in thys

tion, for the Poet Archias)

for the gettinge

whereof

is

all

fo

all

thinges incident to that

lyfe

(fayth Tully in his ora-

mutch

to bee regarded.

torments of body,

gers of death be not to be regarded

:

all perills

Honefty,

and daun-

honefty then beinge a Trea-

what care not onely for the atchieuinge but for
the conferuation ought to bee employed ? in the praftife whereof,
one fpeciall thinge ought to be attended, which is, how a vow or
promife ought to be made, or how the eftimation of honefty
ought to be hazarded for any thinge feeme it neuer fo impoflible:
for what is it that loue and Money hath not brought to pafTe ?
what heard aduentures by lafon? what fleight by Alexander the
Sonne of kynge Pryamus ? what monfters flayne and labours fusfure fo precious,
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tayned by Hercules? what daungers and exploits fome haue incurred and other attempted by diuers

Nihil

?

to bee {hort,

quod non effreno captus amore, aufit.

eji

As Ouide
Nothinge there

is,

the Poet fayth

hut that the louing

:

man

doth dare,

Surprifed with frantike Jit, eche deed he doth not /pare.

Wherfore let euery wight beware how they gage their honefty
Maiftrefle
for any enterprife (feeme it neuer fo impoffible).
Dianora deerely beloued of a gentleman, and earneftly affayled,
in the ende yelded vpon a condition which if it could be brought
to pafle (which fhe thought impoffible) was content to furrender
:

to his loue
quefi:

:

:

who

confulting with a Magitian, performed hir re-

then what folowed, and what counfel hir hufband gaue

hir,

had broken the effeft of hir promife to hym, and what
The
Curtefie was vfed on all fides, the fequele hereof dyfclofeth.
Countrey of Frioli although it be colde, yet is it pleafaunt by
reafon of many faire mountaines, riuers, and cleere fprynges that
are in the fame where there is a City called Vdina, and in the
fame fometime dwellyng a faire gentlewoman called MiftrelTe
Dianora, the wyfe of Gilberto, a notable rich man, a very curteous
perfonage, and of good behauiour. This Lady, for hir graces and
vertues, was intierly beloued of a Gentleman and great Lord, called
maifler Anfaldo Grandefe, who for his liberalyty and valyance in
armes, was famous and well knowen and albeit that hee loued
hir feruently, faking al meanes poffible to be beloued of hir,
foliciting hir many tymes by Ambafl"adours, yet his labour was in
vayn. And the Lady being offended for hys dayly fute and trauayle, hee for al hir refufal and difagreement to his defire, would
not abflaine from louing hir, but fl:ill mayntayne his importunate
fute fhe deuifing with her felfe how to rid him away, made a requeft vnto him, fo flraunge and impoffible, (in hir iudgement) as
he was not able to bring the fame to paffe and vpon a day fhe
fayd vnto an old woman, (the which cam often tymes to fue vnto
" Good wife, thou haft many
hir in hys behalf) thefe words
after {he

:

:

:

:

:

times
other,
fents

me, that Maifter Anfaldo doth loue mee aboue all
and thou haft offered vnto me maruellous giftes and prein hys name: al which I haue refufed, vpon confideration,
affiired
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mynd not

that I

canfl: iuftify

me

loueth

to fauour or loue him for his goods but if thou
by warrantize, or other probable argument, that hee
fo mutch as thou fayeft, I will condefcend without

fayle to loue

him

to

:

him againe and

commaund me

to doe the thing that

therfore if he wil aflure

:

it fhal

me

pleafe

to do that

I fhal require hym to do, tel him that I am at his
commaundement." " What is that madame/' (faid the old woman)
" that you defire " " The thing which I demaund " (anfwered
the Gentlewoman) "is, that he fhould caufe to be made here
without the Citie, during the moneth of Januarie next commyng,

thing which

?

a garden
he do

of greene herbes, floures and trees, befpred wyth

full

euen as

leaues,

were in the moneth of May and if fo be that
him neuer fend thee or any other vnto me
afterwards he be importunate vpon me, like as I
it

:

not, then let

it

agayn for if
haue hitherto kept it clofe from my hulbande and parents, euen
fo complayning vnto them, I wyll aflaye to bee difpatched from
hys long and tedious fute." When the knight vnderftoode that
requeft, and the offer that hys Myftreffe made him (although it
feemed a thinge very difficulte and all moft impoffible to bee done)
:

knowinge very

well that fhe did the

fame for none other purpofe,

but onely to put him out of hope that euer hee fhould enioy

hir,

hee determined notwithftandinge, to proue what hee was able to
do.
And for that purpofe fent to feeke in many places of the

Worlde

if

there were any

Counfel therin.
doe

it (if

with

that could

afEfl:

him and geue him

he were well waged thereunto) by the art of Necromancie,

whom

Money.
deuotion,

and that

man

In the ende there was one found that offred to

maifter Anfaldo

bargained for a great

Then he expefted the moneth
whych beeing come, euen when
al places

were

ful of

fnow and

fumme

of

of lanuarie with great

the coldeft wether was,

yce, this

Necromancer vfed

his art in futch fort, as in the night after the holy dais of Chrift-

maffe, in a faire

medow

adioyning to the

city, ther

appered in

the morning (as they can teftify that faw the fame) one of the
faireft

gardens that euer any

man

faw,

full

of herbes, trees,

and

which when maifter Anfaldo had feen, God
knoweth if he were glad or not and incontinently caufed to be
gathered the fairefi: fruites and floures that were there, and fecretfruites of all fortes

:

:

:
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come and

his Friende, inuiting hir to

fee

the Garden which fhe had procured him to make, to the intent

know the

thereby Ihe might

the promife which fhe

loue that he bare hir, and to

made him, and confirmed by

might from that time forth efleeme

When

promife.

hir a

woman

remember

othe, that he

good

fo

as hir

the Gentlewoman fawe the flowers and fruiftes

and hearing tell by report of the ftraunge things that were in that
Garden, began to repent hir felfe of the promife which fhee had

made

but for

:

all

her repentaunce, fhe like one defirous to

flraung things, wente wyth

many

other

women

to fee the

fe

fame

and hauing praifed it, not wythout greate admiration, fhe returned home, the angriefl woman that euer was, when fhe had confidered in what fort fhe had abufed hir felfe by meanes of that
Garden and hir rage was fo greate, that fhe could by no meanes
keepe the fame fo fecrete or clofe, but that her hufband mufie
:

who woulde needes knowe of hir al the whole
Gentlewoman a long time kepte it fecrete in the
ende fhe was conftrained to declare vnto him the fame in order.
Hir hufbande hearing what fhe had promifed was fodainly very
perceiue the fame,

matter

angry

:

:

the

:

afterwardes confidering the pure intente of his wife, hee

wifely appeafeed hir, and fayd

:

" Dianora,

not the a£le of a

it is

wyfe and vertuoufe wife to encline hir eare to futch meffages as
lefTe honefl to make any marte or bargain of hir

thofe be, and

honefty with any perfon, vnder what condicion foeuer it be.

Words

which the hart receiueth by the eares, haue greater force than
many do efleme, and there is nothing fo difficult, but by the
amorous is brought to pafTe. Firfl therfore thou hafl done euil
to giue eare vnto fuch ambafTage, and afterwards for agreement to
for the weight of chaftity is fo ponderous, as by no
meanes it ought to be laid in balance, eyther by impoffibilities to
boafl and bragge therof, or elfe by afTurance of their conceiued
thought to bring it into queflion, leafle in all places the fame may
be dyfputed vpon, and blemyfh with the note of lightnefTe, the

the bargaine

:

perfon tyll that time vnfpotted

thy

heart, I

:

but bycaufe

I

know

the purity of

wyll agree vnto thee for difcharge of thy promife,

whych peraduenture, fome

other would not doe,

for the feare I haue of the

Necromancer, who

moued therunto

if

he fee Mayfler
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Anfaldo to be offended bicaufe thou haft deluded hym,
vs fome difpleafure

wherfore

:

I

wyll

may doe

that thou go to maifter

if thou caneft by any meanes to vfe thy felfe (as
thyne honour faued) thou mayft difcharge thy promife, I fhall
commende thy wit but if there be no remedye otherwyfe, for

Anfaldo, and

:

that onely time then lende forth thy

The gentlewoman hearyng
doe nought

hir

Body and not thy

hufband

wyll."

fo wifely fpeake, could

but weepe, and fayd, that fhe would not agree

elfe

Notwythflanding, it pleafed the hufband
the denial whych his wife did make) that it (houlde be
to his requefte.

(for al

fo

:

by

meanes wherof, the next morning vpon the point of day the Gentlewoman in the homlieft attire fhe had, with two of hir feruantes
before, and hir mayde behinde, wente to the lodging of maifler
Anfaldo, who when he hearde tell that hys Louer was come to fee
hym, maruelled mutch, and rifing vp, called the Necromancer, and
" My wyll is, that thou fee how mutch thyne
fayde vnto him
arte hath preuailed " and going vnto hir, without any difordinate
lufi:, he faluted hir wyth reuerence, and
honeftly receiued hir.
Then they entred into a faire Chamber, and fittyng downe before
a great fire, he fayde vnto hir thefe Wordes " Madame, I humbly
befeeche you, if the loue which I haue borne you of long time,
and yet doe beare, deferue fome recompence, that it pleafe you
to tell me vnfainedly the caufe which haue made you to come
hither thus early, and with fuch a company." The fhamefaft Gentlewoman, hir eyes ful of teares, made anfwere: "Sir, the loue
which I beare you, nor any promifed faith haue brought me hither,
:

:

:

commaundement

but rather the only

of

my

hufband,

who

hath

greater refpe£l to the payne and trauaile of your difordinate loue,

than to

come

his

own honour

hither,

and by hys

my

who hath caufed me to
commaundement am redy for this once

or

reputation,

your pleafure." If Mayfter Anfaldo were abafhed at
the begynnyng, he much more did raaruell when he hearde the
to

fatiffie

Gentlewoman thus to

fpeake,

and moued with the

liberality of hir

hufband, he began to chaunge his heate into compaifion^ and
" Miftreffe, God defend if it be true that you do fay, that
faid
:

I

fhould foyle the honour of

and therefore you may

hym, whych hath

tarrie here fo

long as

my

loue,

fhall pleafe

you.

pity
it

vpon
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if you were my naturall
and frankly may depart when you be difpofed, vpon futch
condicion, that you render in my behalf thofe thanks vnto your
hufband which you flial thinke conuenient^ for the great liberality
whych he hath imployed vpon me, deeming my felfe henceforth
fo much bound vnto him, as if I were his brother or Seruaunt.'

with futch aflurance of your honefty as
fifter,

The Gentlewoman hearing
euer was, fayd vnto him

:

thofe wordes, the beft contented that

"All the worlde could neuer make

beleue (your great honefty confidered) that

me

thing could

other

happen vnto mee by my commyng hyther, than that which prefently I fee for which I recken my felfe perpetually bounde vnto
you." And takynge hir leaue, honorablye returned in the aforefayde company home to hir hufband, and tolde hym what had
chaunced, which engendred perfeft loue and amytye betweene
hym and mayfter Anfaldo. The Necromancer to whom maifter
Anfaldo determined to gyue the price, couenanted betwene them,
feyng the liberality which the hufbande had vfed towards mayfter
Anfaldo, and the like of mayfter Anfaldo towards the Gentlewoman, fayd " God defend, that fith I haue feene the hufband
lyberall of his honour, and you bountiful of your loue and
for knowing
curtefie, but that I be likewyfe franke in my reward
that it is well employed of you, I purpofe that you fhall keepe
it ftill."
The knyghte was alhamed, and would haue forced
:

:

:

him

to take the whole, or part

:

but in offryng the fame, he

loft

and the Necromancer the third day after, hauying
his laboure
vndon his Garden, and defirous to departe, tooke his leatie.
Thus Anfaldo extinguifhing the difhoneft loue kindled in
hys hearte, for inioying of his Lady, vpon confideration
of honefl charity, and regard of Curtefie, repreffed
his wanton minde, and abfteyned from that
which God graunte that others by lik Example may refrayne.
:
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liljerality of Nathan, and goinge aboute
being infourmed by himhimvnknowne,
felf by what meanes he might do the fame he found him in a little
wood accordingly as hee had tolde him, who knowinge him, was
afhamed, and became his friende.

Mithridanes enuious of the

&

to kill hyrtijfpakevnto

Straunge may feeme
thofe, in

whom

thys following Hyftory, and rare amonges

the vertue of liberality neuer

floriflied

many we

:

Noble and boimtifull houfes, entertayboth Forrayne and free borne, plentifully Feaftinge

reade of, that haue kept

ninge

Gueflies,

them with variety of

cheere, but to entertayne a Gueft that afpy-

reth the death of his hoaft,
it,

and to cherifhe

or liberally to offer his life,

experience

knowe

the ftate and

life

:

hym

after hee

knew

of

feldome or neuer we reade, or by

but what moued the confpirator to frowne at

of

Nathan ? euen

that froward peflilent paflion

Enuy, the confumer and deadly monfter of all humanity: who
imitatinge the like coft, and port of his deuout hoaft Nathan,
and feekinge after equall glory and fame, was through enuie's
force for not attayninge the like, driuen to imagine

how

to kill a

good and innocent man for enuy commonly wayteth vpon the
And as the Canvertuous, euen as the fhadow doeth the body.
tharides (which fimilitude Plutarch vfeth) delight in ripe and
profperous wheate, and crawle in fpreadinge rofes, fo enuy chiefly
them which in vertue and richefle do abound for had not Nathan
bene famous for hys goodneffe, and glorious for liberality, Mith:

:

ridanes would neuer haue profecuted
to berieue hys lyfe.
trious perfon,

may

He

him by enuy, nor gon about

that enuieth the vertuous and indus-

bee compared to Dedalus,

whom

the Poets

fayne to murder Telon hys Apprentice for deuifing of the Potter's

wheele
and Mithridanes difdaynfull of Nathan's hofpitalit}',
would haue flayne him but how afhamed Mithridanes was of his
praftife, this example at large difcourfeth.
Very true it is (at
leaft wyfe if credite may bee gieuen to the words of certayne
Genoua Merchauntes, and of others whych haue trauayjed that
:

:

MITHRIDANES AND NATHAN.

349

how in Cataya, there was fometimes a rich Gentleman
without comparifon, named Nathan, who hauing a place or Pallace
ioyning vpon the high way, by which the trauaylers to and from

countrey)

the Weft, and Eaft, were conftrayned to pafle, and hauing a noble

and liberal heart, defirous by experience to haue the fame to be
knowen, and wyth what nature and quality it was aflfefited, he
aflembled dyuers maifter Mafons and Carpenters, and in fliort
tyme erefted there one of the ftatelieft Pallaces for greatnefle and
coftly furniture that euer was feene in that countrey, which afterwards he caufed to be ftored with

all

things neceflary, honourably

Gentleman that paffed that way and with a
great trayne of feruantes he welcomed and accepted futch as iourneyed to and fro. And in this commendable cuftome he perfeuered fo longe as both in the Eaft and Weft partes, report was
bruted of his renoume and fame and being come to auncient
to entertayne ech

:

:

weary of

yeares, not for all that

his liberality, it

chaunced that

his

yong gentleman called Mithridanes,
who in a country not farre of from his, had his abode and reliance.
Mithridanes knowing himfelfe to be fo rich as Nathan, enuious
of his vertue and liberality, purpofed by fume meanes or other to
defame and obfcure his neyghbour's good reporte: and hauing
builded a Palace like to that which Nathan did poflefle, began to
vfe curtdfies to thofe which pafled to and fro, in outragious and
difordred fort: whereby in little time he purchafed great fame.
Now it chaunced vpon a day, as Mithridanes was alone in the

fame flewe

to the eares of a

court of his Palace, a poore

woman

of the fame, craued almes, and had

entring in at one of the gatesit

and

fo fuccefliuely

euen to

the twelfth and thirtenth time, alfo fhe retorned agayne, which

Mithridanes perceiuing, faid vnto her " Good wyfe you come
The old
hither very often " and yet he denied not hir almes.
woman hearing thofe words, fayd: "O how maruellous is the
:

:

Nathan, whofe palace hath xxxii. entries by seuerall
and daily begging almes there, neuer made
femblance as though he knew me, and yet the fame was not
denied me and being come hither but xiii. times, I haue bene
marked and reproued " and faying fo, fhe went her way, and
Mithridanes hearyng thefe
neuer after came thither agayne.
liberality of

gates, fo greate as this,

:

:

:
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wordes to proceede from the old woman fell into a great rage,
deeming the fame reported of Nathan to be a diminution of his

owHj and

faid

to excel him,

him
I

"Ah

wretch,

when

when

be able to attayne the

and why then goe

?

am

in litle matters I

him

of his

life, fith

croked age

muft therfore doe the fame with

fury

fhal I

makyng no man

is

I

about

not able to come neare

verily I labour all in vaine, if I myfelfe

?

to rid

:

Nathan's greateft things

liberality of

do not feeke meanes

not difpofed to difpatch him,

myne own

hands.

And

in that

priuy to his intent, he rode forth with a fmal

and in three dayes arriued where Nathan dwelte, and then
his men in any wife not to be knowen that they came
with him, and likewife that they knewe him not, but to prouide

traine,

commaunded

lodging for themfelues, vntyll futch tyme as they had further newes
from him. Mithridanes then being arriued about evening, al alone,
found Nathan walking vp and downe before his faire Palace, without other company than himfelf, who in fimple attire and garment
went forth to meete him of whom Mithridanes, bicaufe he knew
:

not Nathan, demaunded

Nathan

pleafantly

in thefe quarters that

thou

if

he could

can better

tel

him where Nathan dwelt.
" My fonne, ther is no man

tell

made him anfwer

:

thee than

pleafe, I wyll bring thee thither."

fhould doe

hym

knowen of Nathan: "And

wel do," faid Nathan,
lighted of

from

and therfore yf
faid,

a very great pleafiire: but he would not

poffible bee feene or

interteined

I,

Mithridanes

now

his horfe,

him with

that he

were

if it

that can I very

know your mynd. Being then
he went with Nathan, who by and by
that

I

diuerfity of talk, to his faire Palace

:

and

Nathan incontinently caufed one of his feruaunts to take Mithridanes' horse, and faid vnto him in hys eare that he fhould wyth
all

fpeede giue order to his houfliolde, that none fhould

younge

Man

tel

the

that he was Nathan, which accordingly was done

but after they were in the Palace, Nathan brought Mithridanes

none mighte fee him excepte
hym and cauiinge greate
honour to bee done vnto him, hee hymfelfe kepte him company.
As they two were together, Mithridanes afked him (to whom hee
vfed conuenable reuerence as to his father) what he was ? whom
Nathan anfwered: "I am one of Nathan's pore feruaunts, that
into a very fayre chambre, that

futch as he had appoynted to ferue

:

::
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I

from the time of my youth haue bene broughte vp wyth him, and
neuer aduaunced me to any thing but to that which you fee
wherefore, although euery man greatly prayfeth him, yet haue I
no caufe to commend hym." Thefe wordes gaue fome hope to
Mithridanes, by better aduife and furety to execute his wicked intente
and Nathan afked him very curteoufly what he was, and
for what bufinefle he was come thither, offeryng him helpe and
:

counfel in that he was able to do,

Mithridanes then paufed a while

before he would

make him anfwere

put his

him, required with great circumftance of wordes

truft in

his fayth

and

after that his counfell

:

and

in the ende purpofyng to

and ayde.

Then he wholy

dis-

couered what he was, wherefore he was come, and the caufe that

moued hym.

Nathan hearing

thofe woordes,

and the mifchie-

uous determination of Mithridanes, was chaunged and troubled in

mynde, notwythflandyng wythout making any femblaunce of dishim with bolde countenaunce " Mithridanes,
thy father was a Gentleman, and of floute ftomacke, from whome
fo farre as I fee, thou wylt not degenerate, by attemptyng fo great
an enterpryfe as thou haft done, I intende to be lyberall to ech
man and praife greatly the Enuye whych thou beareft to the Vertue
of Nathan, bycaufe if there were many futch, the Worlde which
is now myferable, would fhortly become profperous and happye
and doe make thee promyfe, that the intent thou goeft about, {hall
be kepte fecrete, whereunto I can fooner gyue Counfell than any
great helpe, and mine aduyfe is this you may fee from the place
pleafure anfwered

:

:

where we now be a lyttle Groaue, about a quarter of a Myle hence,
whereunto Nathan in a maner walketh euery mornyng, and tarthere you may eafily finde him, and do
rieth there a long time
kyll him, you may goe, (to the intent
if
you
pleafure
and
your
home to your owne Houfe) not
returne
you
may
without daunger
you
fee on the lefte hand leade out
that way you came, but by that
:

:

whych although it be not fo common as the other, yet
is the neareft way and fafeft for you to pafle." When Mithridanes
was thus informed, and that Nathan departed from him, he caufed
worde fecretly to be fent to his Men, which likewyfe lodged there,
and when
in what place they fhould waight for him the next day
the day was com, Nathan not altering the counfel he gaue to Mithof the wod,

:
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ridanes,

ne chaunging any part of the fame, went

the

woodde, to receiue his Death.

little

alone into

all

When Mithridanes was vp,

and had taken his bowe and fword, (for he had none other weapons)
he mounted vpon his horfe, and rode to the little woodde, where a
farre of he efpied Nathan, commyng thitherward all alone, and
determining before he would fet vppon him to fee him and heare
him fpeake, made toward him, and catchyng him by the band
vpon his head, faid vnto him " Old chorle thou art dead." Whervnto Nathan made none other anfwer, but faid, " I haue deferued
it."
When Mithridanes heard his voyce and looked him in the
face, he knew by and by that it was he which had curteoufly receiued him, familiarly kept him company, and faithfully had
gyuen him counfel.
Wherupon, his fury afTwaged, and his
anger conuerted to fhame by meanes whereof, throwing downe
his fworde which he had drawn to ftrike him, he lighted of from
his horfe, and did proftrate himfelfe at Nathan his father's feete,
and faid vnto him weeping " I manifeftly perceiue right louing
father your great lyberality, and by what pollicy you be come
hyther to render to me your lyfe: whereunto I hauyng no ryght,
declared my felfe defyrous to haue the fame but our Lord God,
more carefull of my deuoir than my felf, hath euen at the very
point, when it was mofte needefull, opened the eyes of myne vnderflandynge, which curfled fpite and cancred enuy haue clofed
vp and therefore, the more you were ready to gratify my defire,
the greater punifhment I knowledge my felfe to deferue for my
faulte.
Take then of me if it pleafe you futch vengance as you
thynke meete for myne offence.^' Nathan caufed Mithridanes to
rife vp, kiffinge and imbracinge hym tenderly, and fayd vnto
:

:

:

:

:

hym

:

"

My

fonne, thou needeft not to

enterprife done,

good or

as

euill

diddeft not go about to rid

me

diddeft bear me, but only to be

thou
of

demaund pardon, for the
to name it for thou

lift

my

:

lyfe for

any hatred thou

accompted the better: be aflured
is no lyuing man, that I

then of me, and verily beleue, that there
loue better than thy

felf,

confidering the greatneffe of thine heart

not inclyned to hoorde or gather togither the drofly
Syluer, as the myferable do, but to fpend that

Be not afhamed

for

hauing a

will to kill

which

is

muck

of

gathered.

me, thereby to great

re-
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Emperours and greateft kings, neuer ftreatched forth
and racked their Reahnes, and confequently afpired
fam, for other purpofe but to kyl not by murdering one man
as thou didft meane, but of infinit numbers, befides the burning
of Countries, and rafing of Cities wherefore if to make thy felfe
:

for

their power,

:

:

more famous, thou wouldeft have killed me alone, thyne enterprife
was not newly to be wondred at, but a thyng in dayly praftife."
Mithridanes no more excufinge hys wicked intent, but prayfinge
the honefl excufe, which Nathan had deuifed, drew neare vnto
hym to enter into further talke wyth hym, which was, how he
greatly maruelled, that he durft approch the place, with fo

litle

death was fworne, and what he meant him

felfe

refcue,

where

to

the

tell

mynde,

his

way and meanes

:

wherein he required him to fay his

for difclofinge of the caufe.

Whereunto Nathan

replied

:

" Maruell not, Mithridanes, of mine intent and purpofe, for Athens
I was at age difpofed to myne owne free will, and determined to
do that which thou haft gone about to do, neuer any came to me,
but I haue contented them (fo farre as I was hable) of that they
thou art come hither with defire to haue my lyfe,
did demaund
wherefore feeing that thou diddeft craue, I forthwith dyd meane
to gieue it, that thou alone mighteft not be the man that fhould
depart from hence without atchieuing thy requeft and to bring
to pafle that thou myghteft haue the fame, I gaue thee the bell
:

:

Counfel

I

could, afwel for bereuing of

thyne owne

my

lyfe, as for

enioyinge of

and pray thee for
to take it, thereby to content thy felfe, if thou haue any pleafure.
I
therein for I do not know whych way better to imploy it.
haue all ready kept it foure fcore yeares, and haue confumed the
fame in pleafures, and delights, and do know by courfe of nature
in other men, and generally in all things, that long it cannot reaft
:

and therefore

I fay

to thee agayne,

:

in breathing dayes

geue, as I

keepe

it

maugre that

I

lefle

Hue

yet found I

VOL.

II.

I

think good, that better

is

it

man

it

away

my

in defpite of

it

is

to

Treafures, than

my

Teeth, and

one hundred yeares,
eyght
of thofe I haue
or

It is a little gift to giue

haue.

Take

?

wherefore

nature cary

till

how mutch
to

:

haue dayly done, and departe with

it

then

then to giue

fixe

if it pleafe thee, I

thee befeech

that did defire the fame, ne yet do

:

for neuer

know when
z

I
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futch one, if that thy

fhall finde

take

it

and

:

well that fo

efteemed

it

God

fayd

:

life,

that

chaunce that

it

I

forbid, that

from which

it,

thereto

didfl: defire it,

could."

full
lefle

before the fame be vile and of

Mithridanes fore afliamed,
fo deare a

thing as

or onely defire the fame, as

if I

do not

know

I

keepe the fame the

fliall

by feparating

would not diminifh

I

myne owne ad

which

do finde fome one,

befeech thee."

fhould take

I

felfe
I

mutch the longer as I
fliall be, and therefore

take

little price,

"

if it

I

yeares, but willingly

is

did

thy
erfi,

would of

Whereunto Nathan by and

by replyed " And if thou couldeft, wouldeft thou gieue them ?
and wouldeft thou caufe me do to thee that which I neuer did to
any man, that is to fay, to take of thy things which neuer I did
of any liuing perfon ? " " Yea verily," aunfwered Mithridanes.
" Then," fayde Nathan
" thou oughteft there to. doe that which
:

:

I

as

wyll

tel

thou

thine,

" If

I

to remayne here in my houfe fo younge
and beare the name of Nathan, and I would goe to

thee

art,

:

which

is

and bee called Mithridanes." Then Mithridanes anfwered
had aifo fo grea.t experience as thou haft, I woulde not

refufe

woulde

:

thine

offer,

diminifti the

but bicaufe

I

am

affured,

renoume of Nathan,

another, which I cannot redreffe in

I

that

my

deedes

wyll not marre that in

my felfe

:

and therefore

I

wyll

After thys talke, and a great deale more betwene
them, they repayred to the Palace, vppon the requeft of Nathan,

not take

it."

where many dayes he did great honour to Mithridanes, incoraging
and counfelling him,, fo wel as he could, dayly to perfeuere in his
high and great indeuour. And Mithridanes defirous to returne
home with his company, Nathan (after that he had let
him well to know, that he was not able to furpafl"e
him in liberality) gaue him leaue.

:
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Mayjier Gentil of Carifendl being come from Modena, tooke a woman out of kir graue that was buried for dead, who after fhe was
come agayne, broughtforth a Sonne, which mayfier Gentil rendred
afterwardes with the mother

mayfier Nicholas Chafennemie

to

her hufband.

Reading

this Hiftory, I confider

two ftraung and

rare chaunces

the one a lyberall and courteous adt of an earneft louer towards
his beloued

and

hir hufband, in leauinge hir vntouched,

and not

difhonored, although in full puiflance to doe his pleafure

other a lyke liberall ofFre by prefentinge

whom

:

the

he dearly loued,

and a newe borne Chylde: both fuppofed to be dead by hir
freendes, and therefore Intoumbed in Graue.
Wherewithal! is to
bee noted the rare and finguler defire of a gentlewoman, by
humble fute for conferuation of her honour, although longe time
purfued by a Gentleman that reuiued hir almoft from death, and
thought her vtterly to be void of life. To praife the one, and to
leaue the other not magnified,

it

were a part of difcurtefy

:

but to

extol both with fhoutes, and acclamations of infinite praife no

dout but very commendable.

If comparifons

Prynces of elder yeares, and not to note thofe of
ter Gentil

by that hys

fa£l,

may

be

made with

later, truely

Mays-

feemeth not mutch inferior to Scipio

Africanus for fparing the wyfe of Indibilis, ne yet to king Cyrus
for Panthea the wyfe of Abradatus although both of them not in
:

equall ftate of loue, (as wholly eftraunged
to maifter Gentil,

who

tion, deferueth greater prayfe.

at the

firft

alTault

and raigne

from that

paffion) like

in deed for fubduing that griefe and

For fooner

and pinch, than when

in that yelding portion of

once fed with the bayt of loue,

is

is

mo-

that torment auoyded

it is

fuffred long to flame

man, the

heart,

which

feldome or neuer loofed.

To

do at large to vnderftand the proofe of thofe mofl: vertuous perfons, thus beginneth the hiftory. At Bologna a very notable Citty
of Lombardy, there was a Knyght of very great refpe£t for his
vertue, named maifter Gentil Cariflendi, who in his youth fell
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Gentlewoman

in loue with a

And

of one mayfter Nicholas Chaflennemie.

loue he receiued a very

ill

wyfe

called maiftrefle Katherine, the

bicaufe during that

counterchange for his

affefition

that

one defperate) to be the
iudge and poteftate of Modena, whereunto he was called. About
the time that hir hufband being out of Bologna, and the gentlehe bare vnto

woman

at hir

hit,

he went away

Manour in

(like

the countrey, not paft a mile and a halfe

from the Citty, (whither flie went to remayne, bicaufe fhe was
with childe) it chaunced that fhe was fodenly furprifed with a
fickneffe, which was of fo great force, as there was no token of
lyfe in her,

And
faye,

but rather iudged by

all

Phifitians to be a dead

Woman.

becaufe that hir neereft Kinne reported that they hearde hir
that

could not bee longe time with Childe, but that

fliee

wombe and ready to be deliwyth fome other difeafe and griefe

the infante muft be perfefb in her
uered, and therefore affefted

that would bring hir to hir ende, as a

Timpany

or other fwelling,

rifing of grofle humors, they thought hir a dead Woman, and pafi:
recouery wherefore vpon a time fhe falling into a traunce, was
:

verily fuppofed to be dead.

Who

after they

had mourned hir

death, and bewayled the fodayn expiration of hir foule, caufed
hir to be buried
extafie) in

fhe

dwelt.

without hope of recouery (euen as fh^ was in that

a graue of a church adioyning harde by tne houfe wher

Which

thing incontinently was aduertifed mafl:er

Gentil by one of his frends,

who

although he was not

likely, as

he thought, to attayne hir fauor and in vtter difpayre therof, yet
gryeued him very mutch that no better heede was taken vnto hir,
thynking by diligence and time fhee woulde haue reuyued agayn,
" How now madam
fayinge thus in the end vnto him felfe
Katherin, that Death hath wrought his wyll wyth you, and I could
neuer obteynedurynge your life one fimple looke from thofe youre

it

:

gliftering eies,

which

decay, wherfore
,

lately I beheld to

now when you cannot

my

great ouerthrow and

defend your

felf, I

may

from you fome defired kiffe."
When hee had fayd fo, beyng already Nyght, and hauynge taken
order that none fhould know of his departure, he gat vpon his
Horfe, accompanied with one only feruaunt, and wythout taryinge
anye where, arriued at the place where his Lady was buryed, and
bee bold (you being dead) to

fiieale
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opening the Graue, forthwith he entred in, and laying himfelf
downe befides hir, he approched neare hir face, and many times
kiffed hir, pouryng forthe great abundance of teares.
But as we
fee the

appetyte of

Man

not to be content excepte

it

proceede fur-

ther (fpecially of futch as bee in loue) beyng determined to tarrye

no longer there, and to departe, he fayd "Ah God, why fhould I
goe no further, why fhould I not touche hir,- why fhould I not
proue whyther (he be alyue or dead ? " Vanquilhed then wyth that
:

motyon, hee

felt hir brefts, and holding his hand there for a certayne tyme, perceyued hir Heart as it were to pant, and thereby

fome

lyfe remayning in hir wherefore fo foftly as he could, wyth
the helpe of his man, he raifed hir out of the graue: and fettynge
:

Horfe before him, fecretly caried hir home to his
The mother of maifter Gentil dwelled there,
which was a graue and vertiious Matrone, who vnderflandyng by
her fonne the whole effefl: of that~cliaunce, moued wyth compashir

vppon

his

houfe at Bologna.

fion,

vnknowne

comfortyng

uered lyfe in

who

fo

foone as fhe was

and fayd

man

man, placing hir before a great fire, and
wyth a bathe prepared for the purpofe, fhe recothe .Gentlewoman that was fuppofed to bee deade,
to anye

hir

:

fayd

"Alas, wher
:

" Be

ojE

com

am

I

to hir

now,? "

felf,

threw forth a great

To whom

good cheere fwete

hart, yee bee in a

The Gentlewoman hauing wholly

place."

figh

the good old wo-

good

recouered hir fenfes,

and looking round about hir, not yet well knowing where fhe was,
and feing maifler Gentill before hir, prayed his mother to tell hir
how fhe came thither. To whome maifter Gentil declared in order
what he had done for hir, and what meanes he vfed to bryng hir
thyther wherof makyng hir complaynt, and lamentyng the lyttle'
regard and neglygence of hir frends, fhe rendred vnto hym inumerable thankes. Theri fhe prayed him for the Loue which at
other times he bare hir and for his courtefie, that fhe might not
receyue in hys houfe any thing that fhould be difhonorable to hir.
/^ perfon, ne yet to hir hufband, but fo foone as it was Daye to fuffer hir to goe hpme to hir owne Houfe whereunto maifter Gentil
anfwered " Madam, what foeuer I haue defired in time paft, now
^m I fully purpofed neuer to demaund any thyng fpecially in this
place or in any other but the fafety of your honour, and that I
:

:

:

*"

:
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would doe to myne owne

fifter, fith

it

haftr-pleafed

God

to fliowe

to
by my meanes you
and to delyuer you to mee in confideration of the loue that I
haue born you heretofore but this good worke, which this Nyghte
WhereI haue done for you, well deferueth fome recompence.
fore my define is, that you deny me not the pleafure which I fhall
demaund:" whorae the gentlewoman curteoufly anfwered, that
fhee was very ready, fo the fame were honeft and in hir power to
^\
doe.
Then fayd mayfter Gentil " Myftrefle, all your kin andj^..^
^
al they of Bologna, doe beleue for a trouth that you bee deade,"
wherefore there is none that loketh for your recouery agayne
and the pleafure then whych I demaund, is that you wyll vouchfafe fecretlye to tarry here wyth my mother, vntill I retourne from
Modena, which fhal be with fo great expedition as I can and

are reuiufed

rae that pleafure, as

from death

life,

:

:

:

the caufe

why

I defire

the fame,

is,

for that I intend to

make a

you vnto your hufband in the prefence of the principal of this City.'' The gentlewoman knowing
hir felf to be greatly bound to the knight, and that hys requeft
was honeft, was content to doe what hee demaunded. Albeit
fayre and acceptable prefent of

fhee defired earneftly to reioyce hir frendes for hir recouered

and

fo

promifed vppon hir faith.

And

hir talke, but fhe felt the pain of chyldbirth

ayde of the mother of

life,

vnnethes had fhe ended
:

wherfore wyth the

maiflier Gentil, fhe tarried

not long before

was deliuered of a fayre Sonne, which greatly augmented the
ioy of maifler Gentil and hir.
Mayfler Gentil commaunded that
fhe fhould haue al thyngs that were neceflary to be miniftred
vnto hir, and that fhe fhould be vfed as his owne Wyfe. Then he
pryuily returned to Modena, where when he had a while fupplied
his office, he returned to Bologna, and prepared a great feaft at his
houfe, the fame morning that he arriued, for diuers gentlemen
of the city, amongs whom Nicholas Chafennemie was one. When
the company of the bidden guefls wer com, (the gentlewoman in
fo good health and lykyng as euer fhe was, and hir Child wel and
lufly), he fate down amongs them doing vnto them incomparable
myrth and paflime, and ferued them bountifully wyth dyuers
fortes of meates.
When dinner was almofl done, hauing before
told the Gentlewoman what he ment to doe, and in what manner
fhe
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:

was a goodly cuftom (as me feemeth) that when
honour vnto his friend, he bad
hym home to his houfe, and there fhewed him the thing whych
he loued beft, were it wyfe, woman, or daughter, or what fo euer
of Perfiaj there

fom one was

it

difpofed to do great

were, affirming that like as he difdayned not to fhew the fame,

which outwardly he loued beft, euen fo he would if it were poffible,
willingly difcouer his owne heart whych cuflome I purpofe to
:

Ye

obferue in this City.

me

fo great

of your curtefie haue vouchfafed to do

my

fimplefeaft, which
manner, by fhewing
loue mofte deerely aboue any in this

honour, as to repayre vnto this

wyl recompence
vnto you the thinge which
benefite I

after the Perfian
I

worlde, or hereafter fhal be able to loue fo long as

but before

endureth

:

opynyon

in a doubte

perfon

whych

who became
end of

I

doe the fame,

whych

I

pray you to

tell

my

life

mee your

There was a certayne

I fhall propofe.

in hys houfe had a good and FaythfuU Seruaunte

extremely fick

that Perfon without attendyng the

:

his difeafed feruaunt, caufed

him

to be caried into the midft

In the meane
tyme there came a ftraunger by, who moued by compaffion of
the ficke feruaunt, bare him home to his ownehoufe, where wyth
great care and diligence, fparing no cofl: or charge, made him to
recouer his former healthe I would now fayne know of you,
whither for retaining and vfing the feruice of that feruaunt, his
firfl: maifter by good right myghte complayne vpon the feconde,
if he fliould demaund hym agayne, or by demaunding of him
agayne, the fecond not difpofed to reftore him, might fufteyne
any damage." The gentlemen after many opinions and arguments
debated, too and fro anionges them, and at length all concluding
of the ftreate wythout any further care for him.

:

in one mind, gaue charge to Nicholas Chafennemie, (bicaufe he

was an eloquent

talker) to

make

the anfwer

:

Perfians cuftome, faid that he was, (with the

that the

firfl

maifter had

no further

who firfl:
reft)

title in his

praifing the

of this opinion,

feruaunt, hauing in

futch neceflity not onely forfaken him, but throwen him into the
ftreate, and that for the good turnes whych the fecond maifter had

don him, he ought by good

right to be hys

:

wherefore by kepyng
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him, he did no wrong, force, or iniury to the
the Table

firft.

Al the

reft

at

(which were very difcret and honeft perfons) fayd

altogyther that they were of hys opinion.

The knight content

with that anfwer, and fpecially bycaufe Nicholas Chafennemie

had pronounced it, affyrmed that hee was likewyfe of that minde,
and afterwards he fayd " Time it is then that I render vnto you
the honor which you haue done me, in manner accordyngly as I
haue promyfed. Then he called vnto him two of hys Seruaunts,
and fent them to the Gentlewoman, whom hee had caufed to be
apparelled and decked very gorgeoufly, praying hir by hir prefence
to content and fatiffie al the company. And fhe taking in hir armes
hir little faire fonne, came into the hall, accompanied with the two
Seruauntes, and was placed (as it pleafed the kynght) befides a
very honeft gentleman, and then he fayde: "Syrs, behold the
thing which I loue beft, and purpofe to loue aboue all worldly
things, and whither I haue occafion fo to doe, your eyes may bee
fudges." The gentlemen doing their reuerence unto hir, greatly
praifed hir, and faid to the Knight that ther was good reafon why
fhe oughte to be beloued Vpon which commendations they began
more attentyuely to behold hir, and many of them would haue
fayd and fworne that it had bin fhee in deede if it had not bin
thought that fhe had bin dead. But Nicholas beheld hir more
than the reft, who very defirous to know what ftie was, could not
forbeare (when he faw that the Knight was a little departed from
the place) to alke hir whyther fliee was of Bologna, oraftraunger.
When the Gentlewoman faw hir hufhand to afk hir that queftion,
fhe could fcarce forbeare from making aunfwere, notwithftanding
to atchieue that whych was purpofed, fhe helde hir peace. Another
afked her yf that little Boye was hers And another if fhee were the
Wyfe of mayfter Gentil, or any kin vnto hym vnto whom fhee
gaue no anfwere at all. But when maifter Gentil came in, one of
" Syr, thys gentlewoman is a very
the ftraungers fayd vnto him
good creature, but fhe feemeth to be dumbe. Is it true or not?"
" Syrs, fayde maifler Gentil, " that is but a little argument of
:

:

:

:

:

hir vertue for this time to hold hir peace."

"Tell vs then (fayde
do very gladly," fayd the knight,
" vnder condition that none of you fhall remoue out of his place for
he)

what

is

fhe

?

"

" That wil

I

1
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I fpeake, vntill I haue ended my tale " which requeft
being graunted, and the table taken vp, maifter Gentil which was
" My mayfters, this gentlefet downe by the Gentlewoman^ fayd

any thing

:

:

woman is the loyall and faithful feruant, of whom earft I propounded
the queftion, whom I haue releeued from amids the ftreate,
little caring for hir, threw hir as a vile and vnproand haue by my great care brought to pafle, that I
haue difcharged hir from death, vpon an affection which God
knoweth to be fo pure and perfeft, as of a lumpe of dead lothfome
flefh hee hath reuiued fo fayre and frefhe as you fee
but to the
intent you may more playnly vnderfland how it is come to paffe,
I will open the fame in few words."
And beginning at the day
when he fell in loue with hir, he particularly told them, what had
chaunced till that time, to the great marnell and admiration of
them that heard him, and then added thefe woordes "By meanes
whereof, if your minde be not chaunged within this litle time,
and fpecially mafler Nicholas, of good right fhe is my wife, and
none by iufi: title can clayme hir." Whereunto none at al made
anfwere, looking that he fhoulde haue proceeded further. In the
meane while Nicholas and the reft that were there, fell into earneft
weepinge. But maifter Gentil, rifing from the horde and taking
in his armes the little childe, and the gentlewoman by the hand,
went towardes Nicholas, and fayd vnto him " Rife vp fir goflip,
I do not reftore vnto thee thy Wife, whom thy frends and houfeholde

whither hir kin,
fitable

thing

:

:

:

:

did caft into the Streat, but I will geue thee this
Goflip, with the
thee, for

whom

litle childe,

that

is,

at the chriftening I

as I

am

Gentlewoman

aflTured

made anfwere and

and called him Gentil, and do pray thee that
efteemed of thee

now

(for being in

fhe

my

begotten of
promife,

be no

lefle

my houfe almoft three moneths)

than fhe was before. For I fwere by the almighty God, who made
me in loue with hir, (peraduenture that my loue might be the
caufe of hir preferuation) that fhe neuer liued more honeftly with
hir father, mother, or with thee, than fhe hath done in company of
mother." When he had fayd fo, he returned towards the
Gentlewoman, and fayd vnto hir: "MaiftrefTe, from this time
forth, I difcharge you of the promife which you haue made me,
and leaue you to your hufband franke and free." And when he

my
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had beftowed the gentlewoman^ and the chylde in the fathers
Nicholas ioyfuUy receyued

armes, he returned to his place agayne.
his

Wyfe and

as hee

was

childe^ for the

furthefl:

whych

fo

mutch

the

more he

reioyfed,

of from hope of hir recouery, rendering inumer-

and the reft, and moued with compascompany, greatly prayfing maifter Gentil
for that aft, who was commended of ech man that heard
the reporte thereof. The Gentlewoman was receiued
into hir houfe wyth maruellous ioye And lonjre
tyme after fhe was gazed vpon by the Citi-

able thankes to the Knight
fion hee

wept

for

:

zens of Bologna, as a thing to their
great

wonder

reuiued

agayne.

Afterwards Maifter Gentil
continued

ftyll

a friend

vnto Nicholas, and
vnto hysWyfe

and Chyldren.

OF MAISTER THORELLO AND SALADINE.

363

THE TWENTIETH NOUELL.
Saladine in the halite of a Marchaunt, was honourably receyued
into the houfe of mayjier Thorello, who went ouer the Sea, in com-

pany of the Chriftians, and qjjigned a terme of his wyfe whenfhe,
Jhould mary agayne. He was taken, and caried to the Sovldan to be
hisFaulconer,who knowing him,andfiiffering himfelfto beknowen,

Mayjier Thorello fell fake, and by Mato Pavie, where hefound his wyfe
about to mary agayne, who knowinge him, returned home with him
to his owne houfe.
did

him great honour.

gique Art, was caried in a night

Very

comely

Offices,) that

it

is

(fayeth

Cicero in the fecond booke of hys

Noblemens houfes (hould

Gueftes and Straungers.

A

ftyll

be open to noble

faying by the honourable and other

be fixed in fure remembraunce, and accordingly praftiFor hofpitality and houfhold intertaynment, heaping vp
double gayne and commodity. The Gueft it linketh and knitteth
in faft band of perfeft friendfliip, common familiarity, difporte of
mynde and pleafant recreation, the poore and needy it feedeth, it
cherifheth, it prouoketh in them deuout prayers, godly bleffings,
Efliates to

fed

:

and

feruice in

as in

tyme of neede.

law of Nature and

Chryfl:, it

Hofpitality

is

a thing

fo diuine,

was well and brotherly obferued.

Lot difdayned not to receyue the Aungels, which were flraungers
vnto him, and by reafon of hys common vfe thereof, and theyr
frendly intertaynment, he and his houfhold was delyuered from
the daunger of the City, efcaped temporal fire, and obteined
heauenly rewarde. Abraham was a friendly hoft to flraungers,
and therefore in his old dayes, and in the barrein age of his wyfe
Sara, he begat Ifaac. letro albeit hewasanEthnicke andvnbeleuyng
man, yet lyberally intertained Moyfes, and maried him to Sephora,
one of his Daughters. The poore widow of Sarepta interteined
and Symon the Currior difdayned not Peter, nor Lydia the
woman, Paule and his fellowes. Forget not Hofpitality,
the faid Apoftle Paule,) for wyth the fame diuers haue

Helias,

purple
(faith

pleafed

filke

Aungels by receiuing them into theyr houfes.

If Paule
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commended kepyng

the true preacher of eternall Healthe^ hath fo
of good Houfes which by the former terme

then

it is

teine the

wee

call

Hofpitality,

amonges thofe that bee able to mainwho ought with liberall hand frankely to reach

a thing to bee vfed

fame

:

bread and viftuals to their acquaintance^ but fpecially to ftraungers,

whych wandering

in forein places, be vtterly vnable to helpe themand peraduenture in futch neede, as without futch curtefie,
do perifhe. For the further amplification of whych vertue, what
fhall I neede to remember ftraunge and prophane Hiftories ? as of
Symon of Athens, who was fo famous in the fame, as the tyrant
Crytias, when he wifhed for the ryches of Scopades and the vidtories
of AgefilauSj forgat not alfo to craue the liberality of Cimon.
Pacuuius alfo, the Prynce of Campania, fo friendly entertained
Annibal, as when his fonne to do the Romanes a good turne,
would haue killed him as he fat at fupper, was ftaied by his fathers
felues,

requeft

(whom

he made priuy of his intent before they fate downe.)

Pacuuius had he not more regarded the

office

of hofpitality, than

the fafety of his countrey, might ful wel by that murder, haue

defended the fame from the deftruftion whereunto afterwards

Homere

it

Menelaus fighting a combat with
Paris of Troy made inuocation and prayer vnto the Gods, that he
might be reuenged vpon him for the rape of his wife Helena, to the
intent the pofterity hearing of his punifhmente, mighte feare to
fel.

reporteth, that

polute friendly houfliolde interteynment.
tality

Wherefore,

fith

hath bene thus put in vfe in elder tyme, praftyfed in

hofpi-

all

ages,

and accurfl"ed, and hath
notorious commodities incident vnto it, I deeme it fo worthy to
be frequented in noble men and all degrees, as theyr Palaces and
great houfes fhould fwarme wyth guefls, and their gates luflring
with whole multitudes of the poore to be fatiffied with relief.
Sutch hath ben the facred vfe and reuerent care of auncient tyme.
Sutch hath bene the zealous loue of thofe whofe fieldes and barnes,
clofets, and chefles haue bene flored and ftuffed with worldely
wealth, that comparing that golden age, gliftering with piety and
vertue, to thefe our worfl^e than copper days, cancred with all
corruption, we (hal find the match fo like, as darke and light,
durt and Aungell golde. Ceafing then of further difcourfe hereof,

and the poluters of the fame

deteflied

AND SALADINE.
this

hiftory

folowing

elucidate

fliall
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and difplaye the mutuall

beneuolence of two noble perfonages, the one a mighty Souldan, an

enimy of God, but yet a fryende to thofe that fauored good entertainment and houfekepyng the other a Gentleman of Pauie, a
rich and liberall marchaunt, and a friendly welcomer of ftraungers.
The Souldan demaunding the way to Pauie, fomewhat digreffing
from the fame, is not onely honourably conueyed to Pauie, and
feafted there, but alfo fumptuoufly cheryfhed, banketted, and
rewarded by the fayd Marchant before his commyng thyther. The
marchant man defirous to be one of the holye voyage intended by
:

chriftian Princes, paffed ouer the feas, who put to his fhifts there
throughe the aduerfe lucke receyued by the Chriftians, became the
Souldans Fawconer, and afterwardes knowen vnto him by certaine
markes and fignes, is with greater honor intertained of the Souldan,

and more

richly guerdoned, fent

home agayne by Magike Arte

anticipate the mariage of his wife, vnto

certaine date

whom

to

he had prefixed a

and terme to marry againe if before that tyme, he
All which Noble entertainment, and the circum-

did not returne.

flances thereof, in this

rour Fredericke the

manner do

firfte,

begin.

In the time of the Empe-

the Chryftians to recouer the Holy Lande,

made a generall voyage and

paflage ouer the Sea.

Saladine a mofi;

vertuous Prynce, then Souldan of Babylon, hauing intelligence
thereof, a certayne time before, determined in his

own

perfon to

and efpy the preparation which the Chriftian Princes made for
that paffage, the better to prouide for his owne, and hauing put
order for his affayres in ^gypt, making as though he would go on
Pilgrimage, tooke his iourney in the apparel of a Marchant, accompanied only with two of his chiefeft and wifeft counfellers, and
three feruaunts. And when he had fearched and trauelled many
chriftian prouinces, and riding through Lumbardy to pafle ouer
the Mountaynes, it chaunced that betweene Millan and Pauy,
fomwhat late he met wyth a gentleman named mayfter Thorello
de Iftria of Pauy, who with his houfhoulde, his dogges and
hawkes, for his pleafure went to foiorne in one of his Manours,
And when
that was deleftably placed upon the ryuer of Tefino.
maifter Thorello fawe them come, thinckinge that they were certayn
Gentlemen ftraungers, he defired to do them honour. Wherefore
fee
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how

Saladine demaunding of one of mayfter Thorello his men,

was from thence to Pauie, and whether they might come
thither time inough to go in, mafter Thorello would not fuffer his

farre

it

man

to fpeake, but

he himfelf made aunfwere, faying:

"firs^

yee cannot get into Pauie in time, for that the Gates will be fhut
before your

pray you, bicaufe
night."

Than

comming."

we be

Maifter Thorello fayd

about certayne

:

bufinefle,

guide to a place where you
callinge one of his wyfeft

my men

him

that be here, fo far

wil I appoint to be your

haue very good lodging," and
him, he gaue him charge of

fhall

men vnto

that he had to do, and fent

lowed

:

ftraungers,

about euen prefently to fend one of
as Pauie,

"

tell us then wee
where wee may lodge this
" That will I willingly do, I was

fayd Saladine

him with them,

after

whom

he

fol-

where incontynently in fo good order as he could, caufed
to be made redy a fumptuous fupper, and the tables to be couered
in a pleafant garden.
Afterwards hee went himfelfe to entertayne
them. The feruaunt talking with the Gentlemen of many thinges,
:

conduced them

fomwhat out of the way to protraft the
and fo foon as maifter Thorello
efpied them, he with liberall heart and bountifull mynde bad them
welcome. Saladine which was a very wyfe man, well perceyued that
the Gentleman doubted that they woulde not haue come vnto hym
if he had inuited them at their firfl: meetinge, and for that caufe,
at leyfure

time, to his mayfters houfe

:

to the intent they fhould not refufe to lodge at his houfe, he had

pollitiquely caufed

hys greeting, fayd
be curteous, wee

:

them to be condufted thither, and aunfweringe
" Syr, if a man may quarrell with them that

may complayne

way which you haue

of you,

who

leauinge a part our

caufed fomewhat to be lengthened, without

deferuinge your good will, otherwife than by one onely falutation,
you haue conftrayned vs to take and receyue this your fo great
curtefie."
The wife and well fpoken Knight, fayd: ''Syr, thys
curtefie which you receyue of me, in refpeft of that which belongeth
vnto you, as by your countenaunce I may wel coniedlure, is very
fmall, but truely out of Pauie ye could haue got no lodging that
had ben good and therefore be not difpleafed I pray you to be
caried out of the way, to haue a little better intertaynment," and
faying fo, his men came forth to receyue thofe ftraungers, and
:
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were taken and conueyed

into the ftables, and mayfter Thorello caryed the three

Gentlemen

to their chambers, which he had prepared for them, where their

and excellent wyne brought forth, fomethen he held them with pleafaunt talke vntyll the houre of fupper was com. Saladine and
they which were with him, could all fpeake Latine, and therefore
well vnderftanded, and they lykewife vnderftoode eche man, by
meanes whereof euery of them, thought that the Gentleman was
the moft curteous and heft conditioned Perfonage, indued with

Bootes were pulled

what

to refrefh

of,

them

before fupper

:

the moft eloquent talke that euer they fawe.

On

the other fide

feemed to mayfter Thorello, that they were the nobleft and
Princelik perfonages, and far more worthy of eftimation then he
thought before. Wherefore, he was very angry wyth himfelfe,
that he had no greater company and better intertaynment for
it

them that

which he purpofed to recompence the next day
Wherefore bee fent one of hys men to Pauie, being
not farr from thence, to his wife, that was a very wife and noble
gentlewoman, and afterwards he brought them into the garden
where he curteoufly demaunded what they were. To whom Saladine anfwered " we be marchaunts of Cypres trauailing to Paris,
about our bufinefle." Then faid maifter Thorello " I would to
God that this country brought forth fuch gentlemen as the land
of Cypres maketh marchants," and fo pafled the time from one
talke to another, vntyll fupper time came Wherefore to honour
them the better caufed them to fit downe at the Table, euery of
them according to his degree and place And there they were exceadingly wel intreated and ferued in good order, their fupper
being farre more bountifull than they looked for. And they fate
not longe after that the table was taken away, but maifter Thorello
fuppofing them to be weary, caufed them to be lodged in gorgeous
and coftly beds: and he likewyfe within a while after went to
night,

at dinner.

:

:

:

:

bed.

who

The feruaunt
not like a

fent to Pauie, did the meflage to his miftrefTe,

woman wyth

a womanifh heart, but

Princely Mind, incontinently caufed

many of

like

one of

her hufband's frends

and feruaunts to be fent for. Afterwards flie made ready a great
and inuited the nobleft and chiefeft Citizens of the City: ap-

feaft,
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parelling hir houfe

wyth

clothe of gold and Hike, tapiftrie and

other furnitures, putting in order

all

that which hir hufband had

The next day in the morning the Gentleman rofe,
with whom maifter Thorello mounted on horfebacke, and carying

commaunded.

with him his Hawks, he brought them to the Ryuer, and fhewed

But Saladine demaunding where the beft
lodging was in Pauie, maifter Thorello fayd " I wyll fhew you my
felfe, for that I haue occafion to go thither." They beleeuing him,
were contented, and rode on their way, and being about nine of
the clock, arriued at the City, thinking they fhould haue ben
brought to the beft Inne of the towne but maifter Thorello conueyed them to his owne houfe, where fiftye of the chiefeft Citizens
ready to receiue them fodaynly appeared before them. Which
Saladine, and they that were wyth him perceyuinge, conieftured
by and by what that dyd meane, and fayd: " Maifter Thorello,
this is not the requeft whych wee demaunded, your entertainment
yefternight was to fumptuous and more then we defired, wherefore giue vs leaue we praye you to departe."
Whom maifter
Thorello anfwered "My maifters, for that which ye receyued
yefternight I wil giue thanks to Fortune, and not to you for I
ouertaking you by the way, forced you in a maner to make your
repayre vnto my homely houfe but for thys morninge voyage, I
haue my felfe prepared, and likewyfe the Gentlemen about you,
with whom to refufe to dine, if you thincke it curtefie, doe as
yee pleafe." Saladine and his companions vanquiflied wyth futch
perfuation, lighted, and being receiued by the Gentlemen in louing
and curteous order, were conueied to their chambers, which were
richly furnifhed for them, and hauing put of their riding apparel,
and fomewhat refrefhed themfelues, they came into the Hall, where
all things were in redinefle in triumphant forte.
Then Water
was brought them to wafhe, and they placed at the Table, were
ferued wyth many delicate meats in magnificent and royal order,
in futch wife, as if the Emperour himfelfe had bene there coulde
not haue bene better entertayned. And albeit that Saladine and
his companions were great Lordes, and accuftomed to fee marueylous thynges, yet they wondred very mutch at thys, confidering
the degree of the Knight, whom they knewe to bee but a Citizen

them

diuers flightes.

:

:

:

:

:
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and no Prynce or great Lord. When dinner was done, and that
they had talked a little together, the weather waxing very hot,
the Gentlemen of Pauie, (as it pleafed mayfter Thorello) went to
take their reft, and he remayned wyth his three Guefts: with
whom he went into a chamber, where to the intent that nothing
which he had and loued might be vnfeene, caufed his honeft Wyfe
to be called forth who being very beautiful and wel fauored,
clothed in rich and coftly array, accompanied with her two yong
fonnes, which were like to Aungels, came before them, and gratioufly fainted them.
When they faw her, they rofe vp, and
reuerently receiued hir, then they caufed hir to fit downe in the
raids of them, fporting and dalying with hir two fayre fonnes.
But after fhe had pleafantly entred in talk, fhe afked them of
whence they were, and whither they were going ? To whom the
Gentlemen made the fame aunfwere that they had done before to
maifter Thorello. Then the Gentlewoman fayd vnto them with
fmilinge cheere ; " I perceyue then that mine aduice being a
woman, is come well to paffe. And therefore I pray you, that of
your fpecial grace you will do me this pleafure, as not to refufe
:

or difdain the

you take

it,

litle

prefent that

ability, giue little things,

the perfon

whych

bring before you, but that

women

according to their

and that yee regard more the

little

afFeftion of

offreth the gift, then the value of the giuen

And caufing to be brought before euery of them two fayre

thing."

Roabes, the one lined with

not in

I fhall

in confideration that

fafliion

filke,

and the other with Meneuayr,

of a Citizen, or of a Marchant, but Noblemanlike,

Turkey gownes with fleeues of Taffata, lined with linnen
vnto them "Take I pray you thefe roabes, with
the like whereof this day I apparelled my hufband, and the other
things may alfo ferue your turnes, although they be little worth,
confidering that yee be farre from your Wyues, and the greatnefle
of your iorney, which you haue taken, and haue yet to make, and
alfo for that Marchantmen loue to be neat, and fine in things
appertinent to their bodies." The Gentlemen mutch maruelled,
and playnly knew that Maifter Thorello was difpofed not to forget
any one part of curtefie towards them, and doubted (by reafon of
and

III.

cloth, fhe fayde

the beauty and

VOL.

II.

:

richeflJe

of the roabes not marchantlike,) that they
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not be knowne of mayfter Thorello, notwithftandinge
" Thefe be (Gentlewoman) very
one of them aunfwered her
great gifts, and ought not lightly to be accepted, if your intreaty
did not conftraine vs, againft which no denial ought to be made."
That done, when mayfter Thorello returned into the chamber,
the Gentlewoman tooke her leaue, and went hir way and then

fhould

:

:

feruants with diuers other things neceflary

furnifhed the
them, and Mayfter Thorello obtayned by earneft requeft, that

fliee

for

Wherefore after they had refted
themfelues a while, they did put on their roabes, and walked forth
on horfebacke into the Citty and when fupper tyme was come,
they were bountifully feafted in honorable company and when
bed time approched, went to reft. And fo foone as it was day they
rofe, and founde in fteade of their weary Hackneyes, three fat and
fayre Palfreyes, and alfo the like number of frefh and mighty
they

ftiould tary all

that day.

:

:

horfles for their feruaunts

:

Which

Saladine feeing, turned to-

that ther was neuer a

more

better conditioned than this

part be futch, I

Gentleman

is,

liberall

And

is.

meane indued with

if

:

Chriftian kings for their

futch kingly qualities as this

the Souldan of Babylon

deale with one, and not to attend for
in preparation for inuafion of his

"

I fweare by God
Gentleman, more courteous or

wardes his companions, and fayd vnto them

fliall

all

haue inough to do to

thofe which

Country."

But

we

fee to

be

feeing that to re-

fufe them or render them agayne, ferued to no purpofe, they
thanked him very humbly, and got vppon their horfe. Mayfter
Thorello wyth many of his frends, accompanied them out of the

Citty a great peece of the

way

:

And

albeit that

Saladine to depart from mayfter Thorello

it

(fo farre

mutch greeued
in he

was

alrea-

dy in loue with him) yet being conftrayned to forgo his company,
hee prayed him to returne, who although very loth to depart, fayd
unto them " Syrs, I will be gone, fith it is your pleafure I fhall
:

know not what you be, ne
know, but fo farre as pleafeth you. But what
foeuer yee be, you fliall not make me beleue at this tyme, that yee
be marchauntes, and fo I bid you farewell."
Saladine hauing
fo do,

yet

and yet

demaund

I

fay vnto you, that I

to

taken hys leaue of thofe that accompanied mayfter Thorello, anfwered him " Syr, it may come to pafle, that we may let you fee
:

1
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our marchaundifcj the better to confirme your beleefe,"

And

fo

departed.

Saladine then hauing thus taken his leaue, afTuredly

determined

if

he liued, and that the Warres he looked for did not
do no leffe honor to mayfter Thorello, then he had
done to him, and fell into great talke with his companions of him,
of his Wyfe and of his things, afts and deedes, greatly prayfing all

let hinij to

his entertaynment.
wefi: parts,

But

after he

had trauayled and vewed al the
his company, he returned to

imbarkinge himfelfe and

Alexandria, throughly informed of his enemies indeuors, prepared

Mayfter Thorello returned to Pauie, and mufed
what thefe three might be, but he coulde not fo mutch
as gefle, what they were.
When the tyme of the appoynted pasfage for the Chryftians was come, and that great preparation
generally was made, Mayfter Thorello notwithftandinge the teares
and prayers of his Wyfe, was fully bent to go thither, and hauinge
fet all thinges in order for that Voyage, and ready to get on horfe" Sweete Wyfe,
backe, he fayd vnto hir whom he perfectly loued
I am goinge as thou feeft, this lourney, afwell for myne honour
I recommende vnto you our
fake, as for health of my foule
for his defence.

a long time

:

:

goodes and honor

:

And

bycaufe

I

am

not

tourne, for a thoufand accydentes that
fare to goe, I praye thee to doe

mee

fo

certayne of

may

chaunce, as

thys pleafure, that

euer chaunceth of mee, yf thou haue no certayne newes of
that yet thou tarry one yeare, one

my

re-

I

am

what

fo

my life,

Moneth, and one day, the fame

terme to begin at theday of my departure." The Gentlewoman whych
bytterly wept, anfwered " I know not dear hufband how I ftial be
:

able to beare the forrowe wherein you leaue mee,

if

you goe awaye

:

But yf my
and whether you lyue or dye, or what fo euer come of you, I wyll
lyue and dye the Wyfe of Mayfter Thorello, and the onely fpoufe of
hys remembraunce." Whereunto mayfter Thorello fayde: " Sweete
Wyfe, I am more than affured that touching your felfe, it wyll
proue as you do promife But you beyng a younge Woman, fayre,
and well allyed, and your Vertue greate and well knowne throughoute the Countrye, I am fure that many greate Perfonages and
gentlemen (if any fufpytyon bee conceyued of my Death) wyll
make requeftes to your brethren and Kindred, from whofe purfute
Lyfe bee

more

:

ftronge and fharpe, than forrowe

it felfe

:
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(althoughe you be not difpofed,) you can not defende your

and

it

behoueth that of

force,

you

pleafe theyr wil^

mee to demaunde
The Gentlewoman fayd " I

onely reafon that moueth
longer tyme."
for fulfilling of

:

my

promyfe

:

And

my

felfe,
is

the

that terme, and no
wil doe

albeit in the

bee conftrayned to doe contrary to

whych
what

ende that

I

can

1 fliall

lykyng, be affured that

I

whych nowe you haue gyuen me And I
mofte humbly thanke Almyghty God, that hee neuer brought vs
wyll obey the charge

:

into thefe termes before this tyme."

woman weepyng embraced

Theyr talke ended, the Gentle-

mayfter Thorello, and drawyng a

Ryng

hym, fayinge " If it chaunce that I
dye before I fee you, remember me when you fhal beholde the
fame." He receiuinge the ring, got vp vppon his horfe, and
takinge his leaue, went on hys voyage, and arriued at Genoua
fhipped himfelf in a Galley, and toke his way, whereunto wind
and weather fo fauored, as wythin fewe dayes he landed at Acres,
and ioyned wyth the army of the Chryftyans wherein began a
great mortalytye and Plague, duryng which infeftion (what fo
cuer was the caufe) eyther by the induflrieor Fortune of Saladine
the refl of the Chriflians that efcaped were almoft taken and furprifed by him, without any fighte or blowe ftricken.
All which
were impryfoned in many cities, and deuided into diners places,
amongs whych pryfoners maifler Thorello was one, who was
caryed captyue to Alexandria, where beyng not knowne, and
fearyng to be knowne, forced of neceflitie, gaue him felfe to the
keepyng of Hawkes, a qualitie wherein he had very good flcyll,
whereby in the ende hee grew to the acquaintance of the Souldan,
who for that occafion (not knowing him that time) toke hym out
of pryfon, and retayned him for his Fawconer. Maifter Thorello
which was called of the Souldan by none other name than
from

hir Fynger, fhe

gaue

it

:

:

Chryftian, whome hee neyther knewe, ne yet the Souldan him,
had none other thing in his mynde and remembraunce but Pauia,

and manye tymes affayed to efcape and run away But he neuer
came to the poynt Wherfore dyuers Ambaffadoures from Genoua
being come to Saladine, to raunfome certayne of theyr Pryfoners,
:

:

and being ready to returne, hee thought to wryte vnto his wyfe, to
know that he was aliue, and that hee would come home fo

let hir

:
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foone as he coulde, praying hir to tarry his retourne : Which was
the effefte of hys Letter verye earneftly defiring one of the ambafladours of his acquayntaunce to doe fo mutch for hym as fafely
:

to delyuer thofe Letters to the

Handes of the Abbot

of S. Pietro in

And

del Doro, whych was hys Vncle.

Mayfter Thorello ftanding
vppon thefe termes, it chaunced vpon a day as Saladine was talking
with him of his Hawkes, Thorello began to fmyle and to make a
lefture wyth hys mouth, whych Saladine beyng at his houfe at
Pauie did very well note, by which aft Saladine began to remember him, and earneftly to viewe hym, and thought that it
was he in deede. Wherefore leaning his former talke, he fayd
" Tell me Chryftian of what countrey art thou in the Weft parts ? "
:

" Sir " fayd Mayfter Thorello, "
Pauie, a poore

man and

of

am

I

meane

a Lombarde, of a City called

eftate."

So foone

as Saladine

heard that, as afTured wherof he doubted, faid to himfelf:

me

hath giuen

a time to let thys

man know how

"God

thankfully I ac-

cepted his curtefy that bee vfed towards me, and without any more

chamber to be fet in
"Behold Christian, if amonges al thefe roabes, there be any one which thou
Maifter Thorello began to looke vpon them,
haft feene before.
and faw thofe which his wyfe had giuen to Saladine: but he
could not beleue that it was poffible that they fhould be the fame,
notwithftanding bee anfwered " Sir, I knowe them not, albeit
my mind giueth me that thefe twayne do refemble the roabes
which fometimes I ware, and caufed them to be giuen to three
words, hauing caufed

order, he broughte

all his

him

apparell in a

into the fame and fayd

:

:

marchaunt men that were lodged at my houfe." Then Saladine
not able to forbear any longer, tenderly imbraced him, faying
" You be maifter Thorello de Iftria, and I am one of the three
Marchaunts
time
is,

is

come

as I tolde

to pafle."

both

whom

and now the
make you certenly beleue what my marchaundife
you when I departed from you that it myght come

to

your wife gaue thofe roabes

:

to

Maifter Thorello hearyng thofe wordes, began to be
and afhamed, ioyfuU for that he had entertained

ioyfull

futch a gueft, and afhamed that his fare and lodging was fo fimple.
Saladine fayd: maifter Thorello, fith it hath pleafed

To whom

god to fend you hither, thynke from henceforth that you be Lord
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of this place and not I."

and making great chere, and reioyfing

one wyth an other, he caufed him to be cloathed in royall

veftures,

and brought him into the prefence of al the Noble men of his
country: and after he had reherfed many thinges of his valor
and commendation, commaunded him to be honoured as his owne
perfon, of all thofe which defired to haue his fauor Which thing
euery Man dyd from that time forth : but aboue the reft, the two
The
Lords that were in company with Saladine at his houfe.
greatnefle of the fodain glory wherein maifter Thorello fawe himfelfe, did remoue oute of his mind, his affayres of Lombardie, and
fpecially, bicaufe hee hoped that his letters fhould truftely be deliuered to the hands of his vncle.
Now there was in the camp of
the Chriftians the daye wherein they were taken by Saladine, a
Gentleman of Prouince, which dyed and was buryed, called maifter
Thorello de Dignes, a man of great eftimation whereby (maifter
Thorello of Iftria known through out the whole army for his
nobility and proweffe) euery man that heard tell that maifter
Thorello was dead, beleued that it was mayfter Thorello de Iftria,
and not he de Dignes, and by reafon of his taking, the truth
whether of them was deade, was vnknown
Wherfore many
Italians returned with thofe newes, amongs whom fom wer fo
prefumptuous, as they toke vpon them to faye and affyrme that
they fawhim deade, and were at his burial Whych knowen to his
wyfe and his friends, was an occafion of very great and ineftimable Sorrow, not onely to them but to all other that knewehim.
Very long it were to tell what great forrow, heauinefle, and lamentation his wife did vtter, who certain moneths after fhee had continually fo tormented hir felfe, (and when hir grief began to decreafe, being demaunded of many great perfonages of Lombardie)
was counfelled by hir brothers, and other of hir kin, to mary
again.
Which thing after fhe had many times refufed, in very
great anguifh and dolor, finally being conftrained thereunto, fhe
yelded to the minds of hir parents But yet vpon condicion, that
:

:

:

:

:

:

the nuptials fliould not be celebrate vntyll futch

tyme

performed hir promife made to maifter Thorello.

as fhe

had

Whileft the

Gentlewoman were in thofe termes at Pauie, and
the time of hir appoyntment within eight dayes approched, it
affaires of this
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chaunced that maifter Thorello vpon a day efpyed a man in Alexandria, (which hee had feene before in the company of the Ambasfadors of Genoua,) going into the galley that was bound with them
to Genoua, wherfore caufing him to be called, he demaunded

what voyage they had made, and aflced him when they arriued
Genoua ? To whom he fayd " Sir the Galley made a very
:

voyage as

I

hard fay in Greta, where

I

at
ill

remayned behynd them,

for being neare the coaflof Sicilia there rofe a maruellous tempeft,

which droue the galley vpon the ftioare of Barbaric, and not one
them within bord efcaped, amongs whom two of my brethren
were likewife drowned." Mayfter Thorello gluing credite to the
words of this fellow, which were very true, and remembring

of

himfelfe that the terme

whych he had couenaunted with

his

Wyfe

was almoft expired, and thinkinge that they could hardly come
by the knowledge of any newes of hym or of his ftate,. beleued
verily that his

Wyfe was

maried agayne, for forrow whereof he

fell

into futch melancholy, as he had no luft to eate or drinke, and

laying

him downe vpon

his bed,

determined to die

:

whych

fo

foone as Saladine, (who greatly loued hym) did vnderftand, he

came to vifite him, and after that he had (through inftant requeft)
knowen the occafion of his heauinefle and difeafe, hee blamed
him very mutch for that he did no fooner difclofe vnto him his
conceipt And afterwards prayed him to be of good cheere, afliiring him if he would, fo to prouide as he fhoulde be at Pauie, iuft
:

at the terme which he had affigned to his Wyfe and declared
vnto him the order how. Mayfter Thorello geuinge credit to the
words of Saladine, and hauinge many times hard fay, that it was
:

poffible,

and that the

had bene many times done, began to

like

comfort himfelfe, and to vfe the company of Saladine, who determined fully vpon his voyage and returne to Pauie. Then Saladine
commaunded one of his Nycramancers, (whofe fcience already he

had well experienced) that hee fhoulde deuife the meanes how
mayfter Thorello might be borne to Pauie in one night, vpon a
bed Whereunto the Nycromancer aunfwered that it fhould be
done, but that it behoued for the better doing thereof, that he
Ihould be caft into a fleepe And when Saladine had geuen order
thereunto, he; returned to mayfter Thorello, and finding him fully
:

:

:
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purpofed to be at Pauy

If it

were

poffible at the

terme which he

hym

"Mayfter
you do heartely loue your Wyfe and doubt leafl: fhe
be maried to an other, God forbid that I fliould ftay you by any
had

affigned, or if not, to die: fayd thus

Thorello,

manner
is

vnto

:

if

of meanes, bicaufe of

for maners,

all

the

Women

that euer

I

faw, fhe

comely behauiour, and decent order of apparell, (not

remembring her beauty, which is but a fading iloure) meethyncke
gladfome thynge it
moft worthy to bee prayfed and loued.
woulde haue beene to mee (fith Fortune fent you hither) that the

A

tyme which you and

I

haue to Hue in

fpent together, and liued Lordes of the

we myght haue
Kingdome which I pofleffe,

this worlde,

and if God be minded not to do me that grace, at leaft wyfe fith
you be determined either to dye or to returne to Pauie, at the
terme which you haue appointed, my great defire is, that I myght
haue knowen the fame in time, to the intente you myghte haue bene
conduced thither wyth futch honour and trayn as your Vertues do
deferue Which fith God wyl not that it bee brought to pafTe, and
that you wyll neades be there prefently, I wyll fend you as I can
in manner before exprefled."
Whereunto maifler Thorello faid
"Sir, the effeft (bifides your wordes) hath don me fufFycient
knowledge of your good wyll, which I neuer deferued, and that
whych you told me, I cannot beleeue, fo long as Lyfe is in me,
and therefore am mofl certayne to dye But fith I am fo determyned, I befeeche you to do that which you haue promifed out
of hand, bicaufe to morrow is the lafl: day of the appoyntment
Saladine faid, that for a truth the fame
affigned to my wyfe."
fhould be don And the next day the Souldan purpofing to fend
hym the nyght following, he caufed to be made ready in a great
hall a very fayre and rych bed, all quilted according to their
manner (wyth vyluet and clothe of gold), and caufed to be layed
ouer the fame, a Couerlet wroughte ouer with borders of very
great pearles, and rich precious flones which euer afterwardes
was deemed to be an infinity treafure, and two pillowes futelike
:

:

:

:

vnto that bed

:

richeft

and

commaunded that they fhould inueft
now was luftie) with a Sarazine roabe, the

that don, he

maifter Thorello, (who
fairefl:

head one of his

thing that euer anye
longefl;

Man

faw,

and vpon

bands, wreathen according to

his

theyr

::
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manner, and being already late in theEuenyng, hee and diners of
his Barons went into the Chamber wher Mayfter Thorello was, and
being fet down befides him, in weeping wife hee began to fay
" Maifter Thorello, the time of our feparation doth now approche,

and bicaufe that

I

am

not able to accompany you, ne caufe you

to be waited vpon, for the qualitie of the
pafle, I

muft take

am come

my

way which you haue

to

leaue here in this chamber, for which pur-

Wherefore before

byd you farewel, I
betwene vs, that you
do remember me if it be poffible before our dayes do end, after
you haue giuen order to your afFayres in Lombardie, to come
agayne to fee me before I dye, to the end that I beyng reioyced
with your fecond vifitation, may be fatiffied of the pleafure which
I lofe this day for your vntimely haft
and trufting that it fhall
come to paffe, I pray you let it not be tedious vnto you to vifite
me wyth your letters, and to require me in thynges wherein it
may lyke you to commaund, which afluredly I fhall accomplifh
more frankely for you, than for any other liuing man." Maifter
Thorello was not able to retaine teares wherefore to ftaye the
fame, he anfwered him in few woordes, that it was impoflible that
euer hee fhoulde forget his benefites, and his worthy friendfhip
extended vpon him, and that without default he would accomplifli
what he had commaunded, if God did lend him life and leyfure.
Then Saladine louingly imbracing and kiffing him, pouring forth
many teares, bad him farewell, and fo went oute of the chamber
And all the other Noble men afterwards tooke theyr leaue likewife
of him, and departed with Saladine into the hal wher he had
prepared the bed, but being already late, and the Necromancer atpofe I

hither

:

pray you for the loue and friendfhip that

I

is

:

:

tending, and hafting his difpatch, a Phifitian broughte

him a

and ftrengthen
drinke, and made him
him
to
drinke
the
fame:
which being
him in his iorney, caufing
done within a while after he fell a fleepe, and fo fleeping was
borne by the commaundment of Saladine, and layd vpon the fayre
bed, whereupon he placed a rich and goodly crowne of paffinge
pryce and valor, vpon the which he had ingrauen fo plaine an infcription, as afterwards it was knowne that the fame was fent by
beleue that

it

would

Saladine to the wife of maifter Thorello.

fortifie

After that he put a
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his finger whych was befet wyth a Diamonde, fo fliining,
feemed likeaflamyngeTorche,the Value whereof was hard to
bee efteemed. Then he caufed to bee girte aboute hym, a Sworde,
the furniture and garnifhing whereof could not eafily be valued

ring
as

vpon

it

:

honge vppon hys Necke aTablet orBrooche
fo befet wyth Stones, and Pearles, as the lyke was neuer feene.
And afterwards he placed on either of hys fides, two exceding
great Golden bafens, full of double Ducates, and many cordes of
and

befides

all

thys, hee

and rings, girdels, and other things to tedious to reherfe,
wherewith he bedecked the place about him. Which done, he
klfled him againe, and wylled the Necromancer to make hafl:.
Wherfore incontinently maifter Thorello, and the bed, in the prefence of Saladine was caried out of fight and Saladine taried ftil,
deuifing and talkyng of hym amongs his Barons. Maifter Thorello
being now laid in S. Peter Churche at Pauie, according to his
requeft, with all his Jewels and habilliments aforefayd about him,
and yet faft a flepe, the Sexten to ring to Mattens, entred the
Church with light in his hand and chauncing fodenly to efpy the
Pearles

:

rych Bed, dyd notonely maruel thereat, but alfo ran away in great

And when the Abbot and theMonkes fawthat heemadefutch
abaflied, and afked the caufe why he ranne fo
faft ? The Sexten tolde them the matter "Why how now ? " fayde
the Abbot, " Thou art not futch a Babe, ne yet fo newlye come
feare.

haft

away, they were

:

vnto the Church, as thou oughteft fo lightly to be afraide.
let

vs goe and fee

then they lighted

Monkes

what bug hath

many Torches

:

fo terribly

frayed thee.''

And when

But

And

the Abbot and his

were entred the Church, they faw that wonderfull rich bed,

and the Gentleman fleeping vpon the fame. And as they were in
this doubte and feere, beholding the goodly Jewels, and durft not
goe neare the bed, it chaunced that maifter Thorello awaked,
fetchyng a gret fighe. The Monkes fo foone as they faw that,
and the Abbot with them, ran all away crying out, " God helpe vs,
our Lord haue mercy vpon vs." Maifter Thorello opened his eyes,

and playnly knew by loking round about him, that he was in the
place where he demaunded to be of Saladine whereof he was very
glad, and rifing vp, and viewing particularily, what he had about
him, albeit he

knew

before the magnificence of Saladine,

now he

:
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and better vnderftood the fame than

before.

But feeyngethe Menkes run away, and knowyng the caufe wherefore, he began to call the Abbot by hys name, and intreated hym
not to bee afFrayde: For he was Mayfter Thorello his Nephewe,
The Abbot hearyng that was dryuen into a greater feare, bicaufe
he was accompted to bee dead diners moneths before but after:

wards by diuers arguments, affured that hee was maifter Thorello,
and fo often called by hys name (making a figne of the Crofle) he
went vnto him. To whom maifter Thorello fayd "Whereof be
you a frayd good father
I am aliue I thanke God, and from
beyond the Sea returned hyther." The Abbot (although he had a
great beard, and apparelled after the guife of Arabic) crofted hymfelfe agayne, and was wel aflured that it was he.
Then he tooke
hym by the hande, and fayde vnto hym as followeth " My Sonne
thou art welcome home, and maruell not, that wee were afrayd
For there is none in all thys Citty, but doth certaynly beleeuethat
thou art dead. In fo mutch as madame Adalietta thy Wyfe, vanquifhed with the prayers and threates of hir frinds and kin, agaynft
hir will is betrouthed agayne, and this day the efpoufals fliall be
done. For the mariage, and all the preparation neceftary for the
feaft, is ready."
Mayfter Thorello rifinge out of the rich Bed, and
reioyfing wyth the Abbot and all his Monks, praied euery of them
not to fpeake one word of his comminge home, vntill he had done
what he was difpofed. Afterwards placing al his rich lewels in
furety and fauegard, hee difcourfed vnto his vncle what had
:

.'

:

hym

The Abbot ioyfuU for his forThen mayfter Thorello demaunded
what he was that was betrouthed to hys Wyfe. The
hym To whom maifter Thorello fayd: "Before my

chaunced vnto

till

that time.

tune, gaue thankes to God.
of his vncle,

Abbot

tolde

:

returne be knowen,

Wyfe

I

am

defirous to fee

wyl make at the mariage.

And

what Countenaunce

religious doe not vfe to repayre to futch Feaftes, yet I pray

for

my

fake take payne to go thither."

my

therefore, albeit that the

The Abbot aunfwered

you
that

he would willingly doe fo. And fo foone as it was Daye, hee
fente woorde to the Brydegrome, that he, and a Frende of hys,

woulde bee at the mariage

:

whereunto the Gentleman aunfwered.
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that he was very glade thereof.

When

dinner tyme was come,

mayfter Thorello in the habite and apparel wherein he was, went
with the Lord Abbot to the weddinge dinner, where euery of them
that faw him, did maruelloufly beholde

hym, but no man knew

him, bicaufe the Abbot aunfwered them that inquired, that he was
a Sarazene, fent Ambaflador from the Souldan to the French Kinge.

Mayfter Thorello was then placed at a table which was right ouer
agaynft his Wyfe, whom he beheld with great pleafure and delight,

and perceyued very wel by hir face that fhe was not well content
with that mariage. She likewife beheld him fometimes, not for
any knowledge fhe had of hym, for his great beard and ftraunge
attire, the firme credite

and generall opinion

alfo that

hee was

But when mayfter Thorello thought
tyme to proue whether fhe had any remembraunce of him, he
fecretly conuayed into hys hande, the ring which fhe gaue him at
hys departure, and called a little Boy that wayted vpon hir, and
" Go tell the Bryde in my behalfe, that the
fayd vnto him
deade, chiefly hindred

it.

:

my

is, that when any Straunger (as I am here)
bydden by any new maried woman (as fhe is now,) for a token of
his welcome, fhe fendeth vnto him the cup wherein fhe drinketh
full of Wyne, whereof after the ftraunger hath dronke what pleafeth
him, he couereth the cup agayne, and fendeth the fame to the
Bryde, who drinketh the reft that remayneth." The Page did his
mefTage vnto the Bryde, who like a wife Gentlewoman wel brought
vp, thinking he had ben fome great perfonage, to declare that he
was welcome, commaunded a great cup all gilt, ftanding before
hir, to be wafhed cleane, and to be filled ful of Wyne, and caried to
Mayfter Thorello
the Gentleman, which accordingly was don.

cuftome of

countrey

is

hauing put into hys mouth the aforefayd ring, fecretly let fall the
fame into the Cup as he was drinking, not perceyued of any man,
to the intent that fhe drinking the latter draught,
ringe.

thankfully receyued the fame.

And
when

vnto

hir, fhe

Wyne,

might efpy the

he had dronk, he returned the cup vnto the Bryde,

countrey might be accomplifhed,

who
his

When

for that the

the cup

vncouered the fame, and pleadging the

beheld the ring, and without

manner

was

fpeaking any

of

deliuered

reft

of the

word, wel

1:
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viewed the fame, and knowing that it was the very Ring which fhe
had geuen to maifter Thorelio, when he departed, tooke it out.

And

ftedfaftly did

marke and looke vpon him,

whom

fhe fuppofed

to be a ftraunger, and already knowinge him, cryed out as though

had bene flraught of hir wittes, throwing downe the Table
is my Lord and hufband, this is of trouthMayfler
Thorelio/' And runnynge to the table without refpeft to hys apparell of Cloth of Gold, or to any thinge that was vpon the table,
prefHnge fo neere him as fhe could, imbraced him very heard, not
able to remoue hir handes from about his Neckefor any thing that
could bee fayd or done by the company that was there, vntill
fhe

before hir: "This

mayfter Thorelio required hir to forbeare for that prefent, for fo

mutch

as fhe fhoulde

Then

haueleyfureinough to vfe hir further imbrace-

and contented hir felfe for the tyme
but the brydale and mariage was wholly troubled and appalled for

ments.

fhee left him^,

that fodayne chaunce, and the mofl: part of the Guefls excedingly
reioyced for the return of that Noble knight.

heatfed in

day of

Then the company

and not to remoue, Maifler Thorelio reopen audience what had chaunced vnto him from the

beinge intreated to

fit

his departure vntill that

tyme, concludinge with a petition

to the Bridegrome, that had newly efpoufed his

Wyfe, that he

woulde not be difpleafed if he tooke hir agayne. The new maried
Gentleman, albeit it greeued hym very fore, and thought himfelfe
to be mocked, aunfwered liberally and like a Frende, that it was in
hys power to do wyth hys owne what hee thought heft. The
Gentlewoman drawinge of the Rings and Garland which fhee had
receyued of hir newe Hufbande, did put vppon hir finger the Ring
which fhee founde within the Cup,andlikewyfe the Crownethat was
fent vnto hir by Saladine And the whole troupe and aflembly leaning the houfe where they were, went home with mayfler Thorelio
and his wyfe, and there the kin and frends, and all the Citizens
which haunted the fame, and regarded it for a myracle, were with
long feaflinge and great cheare in great ioyand triumph. Mayfler
Thorelio departing fome of his precious lewels to him that had bene
at the cofl of the marriage, likewife to the Lord Abbot and diuers
others, and hauing done Saladine to vnderfland hys happy repayre
:

OF MAISTER THORELLO AND SALADINE.

382

home

to his Countrey,

commaundement,

recommending himfelfe

liued with his

Wyfe

yeares, vfing the vertue of curtefie

afterwards

for euer to his

many profperous

more than euer hee

did

Sutch was the ende of the troubles of maifter
Thorello, and hys wel beloued Wyfe, and the recom-

before.

pence of their franke and honefi:
curtefies.
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THE TWENTY-FIRST NOUELL.
ofmeane callinge and reputation, doth fall in hue with
Queene of Hvngarie, whom fhee very royally re-

-A Gentleman
jinne, the
quited.

Following

the preceding arguments treated in certayne of the

former Nouelles,

I

wyll

now

difcourfe the princely kindneffe

curtefy done to a poore Gentleman, by a

the

Lady

of later dayes,

and

Anne

Queene of Hungary, whych Gentleman, though beyonde hys

reache to catch what he afpired,

fell

in loue with that bountifull

and vertuous Gentlewoman, thinkinge (by
woulde haue abafed her Maiefty, to recline

like)

that fhe in end

vayne and dotQueene, not defpifinge the poore
mans loue, vouchfafed by familiar fpeech to poure fome drops of
comfort into his louinge minde, and once to proue, on whom he
fixed his fanfie, reached him a Nofegay, and prayed him to beftowe
it vpon whom hee liked beft.
All which familiar dealings fhe vfed,
to keepe the poore pacient from defpayre, that fo highly had
placed hym felfe.
But in end perceyuinge his continuaunce,
would not reieft and geue hym ouer, or with Scornes and Flouts
contemne the Amorous Gentleman and that longe loue myght
gayne fome deferued guerdon, fhe neuer left hym vntyll fhe had

ing trauayle.

But

to hys

fhe like a

:

him to a Noble office in Spayne. The noble difpofition
of this chaft and gentle Queene, I thought good to adioyn next
to that of maifter Thorella and Saladine: who for curtefie and
And
paffinge mutuall kindneffe, are worthy of remembraunce.
preferred

you noble Dames for a Chriftall to fharpen your fightes, and
viewe the recompence of loue, done by a Queene of paffing beauty,
and yet moft chaft and vertuous, that it might fomewhat touch
for

vour fqueymifh ftomackes and haulty hearts, and lenifie that corrofiue humor, which with frowning face, forceth you to ouerperke
helpinge preferuatiue I hope this Hysyour humble fuppliants.

A

tory fhalbe to imbolden you, in futes and petitions to their prince
and foueraygne An incoragement (I hope) to be mediators for
:

futch, as

by

feruice

and warfare haue confirmed

their faythfull

:
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Remember the care the
Romane matrones had for thofe that deferued well of their Common wealth as how they mourned for Lucius Brutus one whole
deuoirs for defence of their Countrey.

:

yeres fpace, for his good reuenge ouer the rauifliers of Lucrece

Martius Coriolanus, for hys piety and mothers fake, disLet miftrefle
fiege.
Paolinaof thepriuy Chamber to this Queene Anne, render example

and

for

charging his Countrey from the enemies

worthy to be cherifhed and efi:eemed.
leffe (as one maketh
comparifon) than the bright beames of the Sunne, or the twinkling
ftarres in the Firmament. Oh how diligence in Gentlewomen, aduaunced to Princes Chambers, no lefle than the greene leaues to
braunched Trees, or dyuers coloured Floures in Nofegayes. So flourifhing be the fruites that bud from liberality, and frefhe the befor preferment of futch as be

O how

Liberality befeemeth a Oueene, no

nefites that fucceede of the payneful trauayles fuftayned in the

Gentlemen. This Philippo whom the Queene
and liberally rewarded, was a meane Gentleman, but
yet learned and well furnifhed with commendable qualities.
His
deferued aduauncement may ftirre vp ech Gentle heart, to merite
and ferue in Common wealth. His warninge and other vertues
may awake the lluggifh Courtier, from loytering on Carpets, and
doinge thinges vnfeemely His diligence alfo reuiue the blockifh
fprites of fome that rout their tyme in fluggifli fleepe, or wafire
the day in harlotrie and other filthy exercife.
Whofe example yf

futes of feruiceable

preferred,

:

they praftife, or imitate futch commendable

life

as

becommeth

their eftates, then glory will followe their deedes, as the

doeth the body.
bee myniftred to
portion.

And

fhadowe

Then welfare and liuelihoode aboundantly fhal
fupply want of patrimonie or defeft of parents

thus the Hyftory doth begin.

Queene Anne, the

fifter

Not long Athens

of Lewes, that was king of Hungarie, and

wife to Ferdinando Archeduke of Auftriche, (which at this day

is

kingdome of Hungary and Boeme,) together with
the Lady Mary daughter of Philip kynge of Spayne, and wife of
the fayd Lewes, went to keepe hir abode, and foiorne in Hifpurge,
a Countrey among the Dutch very famous, where many tymes
the Court of the Hungarian Prynces longe fpace remayned.
Thefe two Noble Clueenes remained within the Palace of king
parcel of the
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Maximilian, Emperour at that time elefted, which Palace is fo
neare adioyning to the Cathedrall Church, as without fight of the
people at their pleafure they mighte by a fecrete Gallerie pafle
to the

Church

to heare diuine feruyce accuftomably celebrated

Which

vfe they

dayly obferued with theyr Ladies and
Gentlewomen, and other Lordes and Gentlemen of the Court. In
which church was made and erefted a high place in manner of a
Clofet gorgeoufly wrought, and in royall manner apparelled of
futch amplitude as it was hable to receyue the whole trayn and
company attendant vpon the Perfons of the two Quenes. Now
it came to pafle that a Gentleman of Cremona in Italy called
Philippo di Nicuoli, whych in thofe dayes by reafon of the
recouery of the Duchie of Miiane, by the Frenche, departed Lombardie, and went to Hifpurge, and was Secretarie to Signa Andrea
Borgo, bicaufe he was well learned, and could wryte very fayre,
and therwithall a proper and very haundfome man. This yong
Gentleman very mutch frequenting the Church, and feeing the
beauty of Queene Anne, to excell all the reaft of the Ladies, adorned
and garniflied with princely behauiour and Queenelyke qualytyes,
not forefeeyng (when hee beheld hir) the nature of loue, whych

there.

once being

poflefl^ed,

neuer leaueth the pacient

his ftate lyke the quality of poyfon, difl:illinge

til

it

hath infebled

through the vaynes,

euen to the heart. Which louing venim this Gentleman did
drinke with the lookes of his eyes, to fatifefy and content his
defired minde by vewinge and intentife confidering hir wonderful
beauty, that rapt beyond meafure, he was myferably intangled
wyth the fnares of blind and deceiptfull loue, wherewith he was
fo cruelly inflamed, as he was lyke to forte out of the bounds of
reafon and

Wyt.

And

the more he did beholde the hyghnefl[e of

hir Maiefl:y, and the excellency of fo great a Lady, and therewithall
did weigh and confider hys bafe degree and Lignage, and the poore
fl;ate whereunto frowarde fortune that tyme had brought him, the

more he thought hymfelfe fruflrate and voyde of hope, and the
more the perillous flames of loue did afllayle and fire his amorous
inward partes with loue fo deepely ingrafted,
was impoflible to be rooted out. Mayfl:er Philippo then in
this manner (as you haue heard) knotted and intrapped within the
3 B
VOL. II.

heart, kindlinge hys
as

it
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and laces of loue, fuppofing all labour which hee fliould
imploy to be loft and confumed, throughly bent himfelfe with all
care and diligence to atchieue this hygh and honorable enterprife,
fillets

whatfoeuer (hould come of

it:

whych

efFeftually

he purfued.

For alwayes when the Queenes were at church to heare deuine
And hauinge done his duetyferuice, he fayled not to bee there.
fuU reuerence, whych very comely he could do, he vfed to beftow
himfelfe dyreftly ouer agaynft hir where delitinge in the beauty
of the Queene whych dayly more and more inflamed his heart,
would not depart from thence tyll the Queenes were difpofed to
goe.
And if perchaunce for fome occafion, the Queenes went not
:

to Church, maifter Philippo for
fo

all

that (were his bufinefTe neuer

great and needefull) would vouchfafe at leaft wife to

place,

where he was wont to

fee his

Lady.

Sutch

is

vifite

the

the ordinary

force of loue that although liberty of fight and talke be depryued
from the pacient, yet it doeth hym good to treade in the Steps of
that Ground where his Miftrefle doth vfually haunt, or to fee
the place vppon whych fhe eafed hir tender corps, or leaned hir
Thys young man bayted, and fed in amorous
delicate elbowes.
Toyes and Deuyfes, now armed wyth hope, and by and by difarmed
by defpayre, reuolued in hys mynde a thoufand thoughts and coAnd although he knew that hys Ladder had not fteps
gitations.
inow to clyme fo hygh, yet from his determined purpofe hee was
not able to remoue but rather the more difficult and daungerous
hys enterpryfe feemed to bee, the more grew defire to profecute
and obieft hymfelfe to all daungers. If peraduenture the Queenes
for their difport and paftime were difpofed to walke into the
fieldes or gardens of the Citty of Hifpurge, he fayled not in company of other Courtiers to make one of the troupe, beinge no houre
at reft and quiet if he were not in the fight of Queene Anne, or
neere the place where fhee was. At that time there were many
Gentlemen departed from Lumbardy to Hifpurge, which for the
moft part followed the Lord Francifco Sforza the fecond, by whom
they hoped when the Duchy of Mylane was recouered, to be reftored to their countrey. There was alfo Chamberlayne to the fayd
Lorde Francefco, one mayfter Girolamo Borgo of Verona betwene
whom and mayfter Philippo, was very neere freendftiip and
:
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loue,

And

can be kept

difcouer

it

felfe,

bicaufe

it

fo fecrete

387

chaunfeth very feldome, that feruent

and couert, but in fome part

mayfter Borgo

eafily did

it

will

perceyue the paffion

wherewith mayfter Philippo was inflamed.
And one mayfter
Philippo Baldo many times being in the company of mayfter
Borgo and Philippo, did marke and perceiue his loue^and yet was
Ignorant of the truth, or voyde of coniefture with what Gentlewoman he was inamored. But feeing him contrary to wonted
cuftome altered, and from vfual mirth tranfported, fetchinge

many

and ftrayninges from his ftomake, and markinge how many
times he would fteale from the company he was in, and withdraw
himfelfe alone, to mufe vppon hys thoughts, brought thereby into
a melancholy and meane eftate, hauing loft his fleepe, and ftomak
of eating meate: iudged that the amorous Wormes of loue did
bitterly gnaw and teare his heart with the nebs of their forked
heades.
They three then being vppon a time together, debatinge
of diners thinges amonges themfelues, chaunced to fall in argument of loue, and maifter Baldo, and Borgo, the other Gentlemen,
fayd to mayfter Philippo, how they were wel aflured that he was
ftraungly attached with that paffion, by marking and confidering
that new life, which lately he led contrary to former vfe, intreating him very earneftly, that he would manifeft his loue to them,
fighes

that were his deere and faythfull frends, tellinge him that as in
weighty matters otherwife he was already fure what they were,
euen fo in this he might hardily repofe his hope and confidence,

promifinge

hym

all

their helpe

and fauour,

if

therein their inde-

uour and trauayle might minifter ayde and comfort. Hee then
like one rayfed from a trance, or lately reuiued from an extafie,
after he had compofed his Countenaunce and Gefture, wyth teares
and multitude of fobbes, began to fay thefe woordes " My welbeloued freendes, and trufty companions, being right well aflured
that yee (whofe fidelity I haue already proued, and whofe fecret
:

mouthes be recommended amongs the wife and vertuous), will
keepe clofe and couert the thinge which you fliall heare me vtter,
as of futch importaunce, that if the yong Romane Gentleman
Papyrus had been here, for all his filence of graue matters required
by hys Mother, I woulde vnnethes haue dyfclofed the fame vnto
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cannot deny, but muft needes confeffe that I
I cannot in futch
wyfe conceale, but that the blinde muft needes clearely and
euidently perceyue. And although my mouth would fayne keepe

am

Indeede

I

in loue, and that very ardently, which

do conftrayne my inward affectionSj yet my face and ftraung maner of life, which for a certayne
tyme and fpace I haue led, doe wittnefle, that I am not the man
clofcj in

what

plight

my

paffions

So that if fhortly I doe not amend, I truft
to arriue to that ende whereunto euery Creature is borne, and
that my bitter and paynful life fliall take ende, if I may call it
a lyfe, and not rather a lyuing death
I was refolued and
throughly determined, neuer to difcouer to any man the caufe
I

was wont to

bee.

:

my cruell
whom I doe

of

loue, to

torment, being not able to manifeft the fame to
only loue, thinking better by concealinge

make humble

cut of the thred of

my

fute to

Lady Atropos, that

dolorous lyfe.

hir,

through

it

fhee

woulde

Neuerthelefle to you, from

whom

I ought to keepe nothynge fecrete, I wyll dyfgarboyle
and vnlace the very Secretes of my Minde, not for that I hope
to finde comfort and reliefe, or that my paffions by declaration
of them, will leflbn and diminiflie, but that yee, knowinge the

occafion of

my

death,

only miftrefle of

my

may make

report thereof to hir, that

panges of the trueft louer that euer
hys

lofle

:

which thinge

where foeuer
it

it

if

do wander,

known vnto you

is

the

that fhee vnderftandinge the extreme

life,

my

fhall

lined,

feely

may mourne and wayle
may knowe, no doubt

Ghoft

Be

receyue great ioy and comfort.

therefore, the

firft

day that

myne Eyes

behelde

the diuine beauty and incomparable fauor of that fuperexcellent

Lady Queene Anne

of Hungary, and that I (more than

wyfedom

required) did meditate, and confider the finguler behauiour and

notable curtefie and other innumerable giftes wherewith fhee
indued, the fame beyond meafure did fo inflame
impoffible

it

was

the leaft parte of

for

me

to

quench the feruent

my

is

heart, that

loue, or extinguifh

my conceyued torment. I haue done what I can
mortefie my vnbridled defire, but all in vayne My

and
and puifTaunce is weake to match with fo mighty an aduerfary.
Alas fyres, I knowe what yee will obie£t agaynft mee yee
will fay that mine ignobility, my byrth and ftocke be no meete

to macerate

:

force

:
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I

do acknowledge

my

my

loue (nay rather

I

:

And

I

loue

is

to highly-

the fame I do confeffe fo wel as you.

condition and ftate to bafe,

may terme

the bounds of order: For the

ped in thofe Snares,

my

and that

for futch a perfonage,

placed, to fucke reliefe
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firfl:

knewe her

it

folly)

I

confeffe that

doth prefume beyond

tyme that

I felt

my

to beare the Port

felfe wrapamonges the

and to bee the peereleffe Prynceffe of Chryftehdome. Agayne, I knew my felfe the pooreft Gentleman of the
Worlde, and the moft myferable exile I thought moreouer it to
be very vnfeemely for me to direft my mynde vpon a wight fo
honorable, and of fo great eflate But who can rayne the Bridle,
or prefcribe lawes to loue ? What is he that in loue hath free wil
and choyfe ? Truely I beleeue no man, bicaufe loue the more it
doth feeme to accorde in pleafure and delight, the further from
the mark he fliooteth his bolte, hauing no refpeft to degree or
fi:ate.
Haue not many excellent and worthy perfonages^ yea
Dukes, Emperours and Kinges, bin inflamed with the loue of Ladies,
and Women of bafe and vile degree ? Haue not moft honorable
dames, and Women of greatefl: renoume defpifed the honor of
theyr ftates, abandoned the company of theyr hufbands, and negchyefeft Queenes,

:

:

lefted the loue of theyr Chyldren, for the ardent loue that they

haue borne to men of inferiour
ples of that purpofe
frefh

:

fort

All Hiftoryes be full of exam-

?

The memoryes of our

remembraunce, whereof

be of great experience,

if

they were ignorant vnto you that

could

I

aunceftors be yet in

aduouche affured teflimony:

Yet thus mutch I fay vnto you, that it feeme no newe thing for a
man to be ouercome by his owne affeftyon It is not the Nobility
:

of hir ftate, or for that fhee
of one parte or other, that
that

is

is

a Queene,

moued me

of greater force than

we

firft

it is

not the confideration

hereunto

our felues bee

:

But loue it is,
which many

of,

tymes maketh that to feeme lawfull, which altogether is vnlawful,
and by fubduing reafon maketh the great potentate lorde tributarie to his wyl and pleafure, whofe force is farre greater then the
lawes of Nature. And albeit that I neuer hope to attayne to prosperous end of this magnifike and ftately loue, whych more and
more doth feeme infortunate, yet I can not for my Lyfe elfe where
apply the fame, or alter it to other place And confumynge ftill
:
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through faithful and feruent loue borne to the Queene,
forced and conftrained

my

felf

by

al

meanes

poflible

I

to

haue
gyue

ouer that fond and foolifh enterprife, and to place my mynd elfe
where: but mine endeuour and all my labour and refiflance is
employed in vayne Yea and if it were not for feare of eternall
damnation, and the lofle of my poore affli£led foule (which God
:

forbid)
I

am

myne owne Handes

before this time had ended

Loue, and that

God doth

fufFer

me

to be infpyred

my defires,

no

therefore determined (fith that I can attaine

fucceffe of

wyth that moft

honourable and curteous Lady, beyond all order and eftimation)
to content my felfe with the fight of thofe hir fayre and gliftring
eyes,

Diamonde

excelling the fparcling glimpfe of the

farre

Saphire, and to ferue, loue and honour hir, fo long as
lafb

within this feeble corpes

beautie,

my

hope

fhall

:

Vpon whofe

continually feede

voyd of vnderftandinge, but that

I

or

doth

radiant and excelling

and yet

:

life

I

am

not fo far

do moft euidently know none

other to be the guide of thys vnmeafurable loue, but folly moft

extreme."

and being

Vpon

the end of thofe words he

let fal

many

teares,

with fobbs and fighes he was able to fpeake no

ftaied

more. And in very deede he that had feene him, would haue
thought that his heart had bene tormented with moft bitter and
painfull paffions.

Now

they being very attentiue to his pytifuU

oration, were attached with incredible forrow, thinking that they

had ben in a dreame by hearing of this difcourfe, and ftode ftyll
a while one loking vpon an other, without fpeaking word After:

wards comming to themfelues, diftraughte almoft, for the greate
admiration and wonder to heare him fpeake thofe words, mayfter

Girolamo and Baldo, with fuafible arguments went about to counhim to withdraw his fonde and foolyfh mind, praying him to
place the fame elfewhere, ftiewing him the impoffibility of hys
enterpryfe, and the great peril that might fucceede thereof.
But

fell

they fpake to a

man

that feemed to be deaf,

who

replied, that

neither coulde or would giue ouer his loue, that had already
fo

depe impreflion, what fo euer came of

they ceafed not

ftill

with

ftiarp

it

:

hee

made

Notwythftandyng

admonitions to beate into his head,

the fonde begynning of his foolifh loue

:

and not onely at that

tyme, but continually when they were together, they dyd theyr
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by

oft repetition of his

ftande his manyfeft error

were to no purpofe
giue

him

ouer,

:

vayne conceipt, to
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let

him vnder-

but theyr labour and friendly leflbns

Wherefore mayfter Borgo, determined to
and to attende what would fuccede therof. Mayfter
:

Philippo continuing hys purfute, neuer faylyng to be at church

when he knew the Quenes

to be ther^ at length it chanced that
they began to efpy his loue, for that both of them did mark his

order, gefture

and demeanure, and did note

his oft frequentation

of the places where they continually haunted and his

manner

in

placyng himfelfe at the church direflly ouer agaynft them, and
his common vfe in beholding and loking vpon their faces, iudg-

yng thereby that without doubt he was in loue with one of them,
or at leaft with fome Gentlewoman of their trayne whereof the
two Queenes began to vfe fome talk, although not certain vpon
whom his loue was bent. Neuerthelefle they wer defirous to know
the troth, and expefted oportunitie fomtime to diflblue that doubt.
In the meane while maifter Philippo thought by gazing on theyr
beauty, to remoue the fire that miferably did confume the fuck
and marow of his bones, feking comfort and relief for his afflicted
heart, the more I fay he fought for eafe, the greater he felt his
payn And truely all they that feruently do loue, afpire to that,
which otherwife they woulde efchue, by fight of them whome
they do loue, not remembering that the more they doe contemplate
the beloued beauty, the more increafeth defire, and with defire
extreme and bitter fmart. Maifter Philippo then loft no oc:

cafion or time ftil to behold Madame the Queene, were it in the
church or courte, or were fhe difpofed for difport and recreation to
walke abrode. It chaunced now while things wer at this poynt,

the ladies very defirous to

expend

know vpon whom

maifter Philippo did

opened vnto them a meane to vnwas then about that time of the yere, where-

his loue, that fortune

derftand the fame

:

It

in al floures and rofes were by Titans force conftrained to adorne

and decke ech gardens and place of pleafure, and with their fragrant fmells and odors, to fent the fame in the moneth of May it
was when the Twinnes were dyfpofed tofhroud themfelues amongs
the hawthorn boughs and honyfuckles that yeld to euery wyght
greateft ftore of delyghts, at what time rofes and other floures at
:
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firft budding be very rare and fcant, fauing in Kings Courtes
and prynces Palaces, where futch rarieties by art and induftrie be
mofi: abundant, and all men haue delight to prefent futch nouelties
to the pryncipall ladies.
Vpon a day Queene Anne had in hir
hands certayne floures in due order couched in a Nofegay, and for
hir difport walked vp and down a very fayre and gorgeous garden,
in the company of Queene Mary, and other Ladies and gentlewomen,
about that tyme of the day the Sun wearie of trauaile, went to hide
him felf in the back fide of the weftern mountains, wher amongs
other of the Courte was maifter Philippo. Queene Anne when flie
had efpyed him, determined to make proufe with what Ladyamongs
them all, mayfter Philippo was in loue, and fporting hir felf with
foffe and prety walkes vp and downe the garden, pleafantly iefting
with diuerfe there attendant, (as the maner is of like Ladies) with
trimme and pleafanttalk, at length happed vpon maifter Philippo,
who although he was in communication with certain Italian
Gentlemen, neuertheleffe his mynde and eyes were fixed vpon the
Queene, that whenfoeuer flie appeared before him his eyes and face
were fo firmelye bent vppon hir, as the beholder might eafily
perceiue, that the Vyfage of the Quene was the vndoubted harborough of his thought. Philippo, feeing the Queene come toward
him, did honor hir wyth gentle and dutifull reuerence, in futch
humble wife, as hee feemed at hir hands pitifully to craue mercy.
And truely whofoeuer doth loue with fecret and perfeft heart,
feemeth to vtter more words to his Lady with his eies, than he is
able to fpeak wyth his tongue. The Queene being come vnto him
" You
with a grace right graue and demure, fayd vnto him
Gentleman of Lombardie, yf thefe floures which we haue in our
hands were giuen vnto you liberally to vfe at your pleafure, and
requyred to make fome curteous prefent of the fame to one of vs
the ladies here that liked you beft, tell mee I pray you, to whether
of vs would you giue the fame, or what would you do or fay?
Speake frankely we pray you, and tell youre mynde wythout refor thereby you fhall doe to vs very great pleafure, and we
fpeft
fhal know to whether of vs you beare your chiefeft loue. For it is
not to be fuppofed, that you being a young man, can fpendeyour

theyr

:

:

time without loue, being a naturall quality in euery creature."
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When

mayfter Philippo

felt

3

the fwete voyce of the Queene

pi

fantly to pierce his eares, and hearde that he was

commaunded

the loue of hir that he loued, not onely to

whome

tell

he

loi

and moft intierly, but alfo hir whom he worfhipped and fen
in heartj was almoft: befides hymfelfe, futch was the ticklj
loylitie that he felt in hys heart, whofe face was taynted w
a thoufand colors and what for fuperfluous loue and ioy, whe
the like he neuer tafted before, fell into an extafie, not able
render anfwere. But when he had recouered ftomack, fo wel]
he coulde with foft and trembling voice, he anfwered the Quei
" Sith your maiefty (to whom I yelde myne hum
in this wife
beft

:

thanks for that

curtefie)

hath vouchfafed to

commaund me (befi

the infinite pleafure and honour, for which. eternally

bound

to your highneffe) I

am

I fhal ftai

ready fincerely and truely to d

my

mind, being promifed by your maiefty in opening of
Wherfore your pleafure be
fuch I do fay then, with all due reuerence, that not onely hen
thys tyme, but at al times and places wher it fhal pleafe god
appoint me, being not able to beftow them in other fort than tl
be, but wer they more precious and fayre, the more ioyfull I fho
clofe

fame, to deferue great thanks

:

Thefe floures I fay fhall of me right humbly
maiefty, not bicaufe you be a Queene and
your
prefented to
notwythftandinge is a great vertue)
(whych
a royal Race
Phoenix,
a rare Lady, and of all the troupe
bicaufe you bee a
bee of them.

1

1

fayreft, garniflied

with

infinit gifts,

and

paflinge vertues, for

yi

merites worthy to be honoured wyth farr more excellent gi

than thefe fimple

floures be, as fhe that (aboue all other

that line at this day)

hoode of our age,
vniuerfal worlde."

peace.

is

the honour and onely glory of

as fliee that

is

when he had

The Queene with

all

Lad
womi

the Paragon peerelefle of
fayd thofe words, he held

great delight hearing the ready

hym

"

ai

And we

do g
you thanks for the great honor and commendation done vi
vs." When, fhe had fayd fo, without further talke, flie went fo
vfing pleafant talke and fport with diuers that wayted vpon 1
fwere of the yong Gentleman, fayd vnto

:

Queene Anne now vnderftode, and fo likewife Queene Mary, wh
of them the yong Lumbard Gentleman did accept for his fouerai
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Lady, whofe loue flie difdayned not^ but in her mynde rather commendedj efteeming him better than euer fhe did before and lyke
a difcreet and wyfe Lady gaue him infinite prayfe. She did not
:

now

women wont to do^ who when they fee themfelues of
more noble, or of degree more ample than their louers be
(whych gift they receyue through the fauor of the heauens) do not
only defpife them, but mock them, and their faythfull feruice, and
many tymes with fayned countenance and diffembled words do
extol them and fet them vp aloft, and by and by almoft with one
as other

birth

breath, exchanging their fayned prayfe into rebuke, they thruft

them downe headlong from the
bottomleffe pit of defpayre
finer Girle efteemed.

But

:

tipe of

and the

farre better

not findinge in hir hart to loue hir
the

firft,

that fhe cannot like

hope and comfort, to the

fuller fhe
is

of floutes, the

is

fhe to be regarded, that

futer, will frankly tell

hym, nor

mynde

fafhion hir

him

at

to loue

him, and requiring him not to feede his minde with vayne hope,
or contriue the tyme with words and lookes, and pray him to feeke
fome other that can better fanfy his perfon than fhe And although
perchance a man do very feruently loue a woman, and that it wer
great forrow and grief vnto him to bee caft of, and receiue fuch
:

refufall,

yet in

myne

opinion

were

it

lefTe griefe

openly to receiue

that repulfe, than to be fawned vppon, and flattered with fained
talke,

and

for the

time choaked with the baite of vaine hope, and

afterwards become ridiculous, and gired by the fcorneful.
afTured, that the

woman which

bee counted mutch more

I

am

giueth hir feruant futch repulfe,

than MaiftrefTe Helena was
was returned from the vniuerfitie
to Florence, written by Boccaccio in his Decamerone, and hereafter
But let vs retourne to maifler Philippo, who
in place defcribed.
fhall

cruell,

to the fcholler of Paris, after he

although bee coulde not imagine ne conceiue the intent, wherfore

Queene Anne made that demaund, yet the fame was very deare
and acceptable vnto him, vppon the which he neuer thought, but
felt great contentation in his mynd, and was more iocund and
pleafant than he was wont to be before.
On the other fide the
Queene, which was very difcrete and wife, when fhe faw maifter
Philippo at the church or other place to make obeyfance vnto hir
very curteoufly requited the fame, bowing hir head to him agayn.

:
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(which fhe neuer vfed but to Barons and Knights of great reputahow wel in worth fhe regarded his reuerence made vnto hir Whereat he receiued maruellous pleafure and

tion) declaryng thereby
:

hoping for none other recompence at hir handes, than
continuance of futch curtefies and honourable entertaynment.
delight,

Amongs

certayne Italians that were vppon a

Day affembled in the
Madonna

prefence chamber of Queene Anne, waiting there vpon

Barbara the wyfe of Maifter Pietro Martire Stampa, who wyth hir
two daughters were gone to falute the two Queenes that were that
time together
There was alfo maifter Philippo, with whom
Borgo and Baldo reafoned of diuerfe matters And as they wer in
talke^ both the Queenes came forth, which was the occafion, that al
the lords and Gentlemen attended, vppon whofe approch, ech man
rofe vp, and bareheaded expefted whither the Queenes would goe.
Quene Anne perceyuing a company of Italians together, left
Queene Marie, and went ftreight to them, and very gently inquyred
of dyuerfe of the Gentlemen, their names, and of what partes of
Italy they were, then fhe came to the place where they iii. were
flanding together, and curteoufly afked firft maifter Girolamo,
what his name was, of what countrey, whether he were a
Gentleman ? To whom reuerently he faid " that his name was
Girolamo Borgo, a Gentleman of Verona." Mayfter Baldo likewife being demaunded the fame, anfwered fo well as he coulde
" that he was a Gentleman borne, of an auncient houfe in Milane,
and that his name was Philippo Baldo." When fhe had receiued
theyr anfwere with cheereful and fmiling comitenance fhe returned
to maifler Philippo, inquyryng of him alfo his name and countrey,
and whether he were a Gentleman or not ? Whom maifter Philippo
:

:

:

done reuerently anfwered "Madame, my fouerain
Lady and only miftrefTe, I am a Gentleman, and am called by the
name of Philippo dei Nicuoli, of Cremona." The Queene making
no further demaundes of any of the other Gentlemen, fayd to Mayster Philippo: " You fay true fir, I dare warrant you to be a Gentleman in deede, and hee that fayd the contrary, fhould declare himShe fayde
felf to be voyd of ludgement what a Gentleman is."
no more, but from thence with Queene Mary and the whole trayne
after his duety

fhe

went to Church.

:

All they that hard the

Queene fpeake thofe
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words, dyd wonder, and could not deuife what fhee meant by

them, notwithftanding ech

man

thought that the Queene bare to

He (as it was
whofe head was building
of great cities, went to church, beftowing himfelfe in his wonted
place, reuoluing in hys mind the Queene's words fpoken vnto
him. And although he could not perceiue to what end that
honorable lady had fpoken them, yet hee thought that hir maiefty
had done him great honour. And verily the humanity and curtefy
of a Lady, fo excellent and noble is worthy to be extolled with
infinite prayfes, who being of high eftate and lineage, and the
maifter Philippe finguler good will and fauour.

his cuftome) full of diuerfe cogitations,

wife of a Prince that preceded of the flirpe Imperial, not only did

not difdaine to be beloued of a
banifhed from his

own Country,

diligence did deuife,

whome

and in

efFe£i;

man

of fo bafe degree, and

but alfo with great care and

fame
was eui-

declare that fhe was the

the Italian yong gentleman did loue as partly

it

dently to bee perceiued, not for other purpofe doubtlefle, but
to

do fome Noble deede couenable for the greatnefle of hir

and incident to the feruent loue of the amorous yong
Gentleman, which afterwardes in very dede fhe accomplyfhed.
But howe many be there in thefe dayes, I doe not fpeake of
Queenes and Prynceffes, but of fimple and priuate Gentlewomen,
that beyng of meane worfliip, indued with fome fhew of beautie,
be without good conditions and vertue, who feeyng themfelues
beloued of fome Gentlemen, not fo enriched with the goods of
Fortune as they be, do fcorne and mocke them, thynking themeftate,

good to be loked vpon, or to be once moued of vertuous
loue, fcornfully calling their face at one fide, as though the futers
were vnworthy their company ? Howe many likewyfe be pofl^efled
and ouerwhelmed with pryde by reafon Nature more propiciousvnto
felues to

them then other, be defcended of fome great parentage, that will
accompt a great iniurie done vnto them, if any gentleman except
he be rych, do make fute to loue them ? Again a great number of
women (I fpeake of them whofe minds do not fo mutch afpire to
fame or honour

as

they feeke their delights and brauerie to be

mainteined) bee of this trampe, that they care not whether theyr
louers bee difcrete, well condicioned, vertuous

and

gentle, fo that
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fliapes amiable,

not waying

the valour and good condicions of the minde, ne yet a thoufand

other qualities that ought to garnifli a Gentleman, whereby

all

vertuous Gentlemen dayly do growe beautiful, and be enriched

wyth greater perfeftions. Some there be that fixe their minds
vpon thofe, that be of goodly perfonage, although void of good
behauiour, louing rather a piece of
honeft

man

flelh

well furnifhed with vertue.

thys, that herein

men

ordinarily bee

with two eyes, than an

Thynk not

yet for

all

more wyfe than women,

althoughe they ought to bee accomplifhed with greater witte:

but to fay the truth, they

be fpotted with one kind of pitch,

all

that warfare here in the large campe of this prefent worlde
it

commeth

to pafle, that light loue as

we

:

fee to beare

foundation, and to haue no longe continuance, euen fo

and conclufion to confume
therupon many times

it

like the

beauty of the

chaunceth, that

when

loue

is

whereof
no good
the end

floure.

And

not grounded

but vpon tranfitorie beauty, which doth diffolue like a windy
cloude, the little heat thereof doth not wax more hote, but rather

and many times conuerteth into hatred and
worfe thing yet than this is in common
praftife: There be many that wyll needes bee counted and called
gentlemen, bycaufe they come of Auncient and Noble race, and
being growen vp to man's ftate, doe appeare in ftiapes of men, but
are altogether without approued manners, vtterly ignorant what the
nature of Gentle is, accomptyng themfelues to be ioly fellowes, when
congealeth to

froft,

A

mischiefe moft cruel.

in

company

of other as bigge beaftes as

them

felues,

they contriue

make their bragges, vaunting that Sutch a woman is
at my commaundment, and futch a man's wyfe I do keepe, futch a
one is my companion's friende whereby they bryng many women,
theyr time and

:

yea and of the

heft fort, into flaunder

and infamie. Diuerfe Gentle-

women alfo bee fo fond, and of fo fimple
they know and clearely perceyue thys to

difcretion, that although

be true, yet allured with

the perfonages and beauty of futch Roifters, pafle not to giue the
rayne to thefe vnbridled lades, not forefeeing (lyke ignorant Woodcockes) that in fewe dayes through their own temeritie, they incur
the common fliame of the vulgar people, being pointed at in the
ftreates as

they goe

:

where futch as be wyfe and

difcrete,

doe
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There is
leaft fufpition that may be conceiued.
no woman that is wyfe, but fo neare as fhe can, wil fhunne and
auoyde all occafion whereby flaunder may aryfe, and will chofe
vnto hir amongs a number, futch one as can beft pleafe hir fanfie,
and as with whome for hys vertue and honefty fhe purpofeth to
match hir felfe in maryage, which is the final ende of all honefl:
loue.
Howe be it Nature hath not framed euery creature of one
metall, ne yet Minerua infufed lyke brayne into euery head. And
truely this our age dothe breede many fayre and worthie Women,
whofe condicions bee good and honeft, adorned with comely qualities, the Generofitie, ftoutnefle and Valoure of whofe myndes doe
deferue fyngular prayfe and eftymatyon. And what is hee, chauncynge vppon a curteous and Vertuous Dame, that wyll not gyue
ouer the Loue of all other, to honour and loue hir for euer ?
But
digrefled
wee haue
too long from our Hyftorye, and therefore,
retourning to the fame agayne, I fay, that Fortune the guide of
maifter Philippo, was fully determined to beftow hir fauor vpon
him For befides that the Queene dearely eftemed his loue, it
feemed that all thyngs wer vnyted and agreed to fort his enterpryfe
The Queene had to her Gouernefle Madonna
to happy fuccefle.
Paola dei Cauali, a Gentlewoman of Verona, very auncient and
graue (aduaunced to the callyng, by Madonna Bianca Maria
Sforza the wyfe of the Emperour Maximilian) whom Queene Anne
requyred dylygently to procure for hir, futch Rithmes in the
Thufcane language and other Italian workes, as were to be found,
bicaufe hir dyfpofition was to be conuerfant and familiar in that
tongue, and employed great diligence to learne and exercife the
fame, wherein fhee attained futch perfection, as all Italians coulde
very well vnderftande her. Now (as the good lucke of mayfler
Philippo woulde haue it) he that day went to the Courte alone,
continuallye deuifinge if it were poffible, at al tymes to be in predayly feare the

:

fence of the

Quene

:

Whome

bicaufe fhe familiarly

fo foone as Madonna Paola
knew him went vnto him, and fayd

efpyed,
:

"

My

welbeloued friend maifler Philippo, bicaufe the Queene hath great
delight

to

learn

our tongue, and therein already hath fome

towardnefTe, as by hir
perceyue, this

common

mornyng

fpeakying of the fame you

at hir vprifing fhee gaue

me

may

a great
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who

befides

thofe bookes in that tongue already prynted, gladly defireth to

fome trymme deuifes of diuerfe learned men that make in oure
fpecially hir mind is earneftlye difpofed vpon Rithmes
cunningly compofed, whereof I thinke you haue fome ftore by
reafon of your delight in that exercife
Wherefore I thought
good to repayre vnto you, and doe heartily pray you, to make hir
Maiefty pertaker of futch as you haue, wherein you fhal do hir
great and grateful feruice, and I fhal remain continually bound
vnto you befides that I doe purpofe when I prefent them vnto
hir, to make hir priuie that I receyued them at your hands, which
bicaufe of the loue fliee beareth to our Natyon, fhe wyl fauorably
accept, and the fame no doubte when opportunitye ferueth, liberally
reward." Maifter Philippo in curteous wife thanked the gentlewoman, and faid, that he was forry he was not able better to
fatifefie hir requefi:, bicaufe in that countrey he had fmall flore of
futch defired things, neuerthelefle he would make diligent fearch,
to get fo many as were poffible to be found, either amongs the
Gentlemen that folowed the Court, or elfe where they were to be
gotten.
In the meane time, he fayd, that he would deliuer thofe
few hee had, and bring them vnto hir that night, praying hir to
commend hym to the good grace, and fauour of hir maiefty.
And fo he tooke hys leaue, and went ftrayght to hys Lodging,
where diligently he began to fearch among his writings (the
gladdeft man in the Worlde for that occafion offered) and founde
amonges the fame diuers rithmes which hee thought vnworthy to
fee

Dales,

:

:

handes of fo great a Lady, fauing the third Rithme or
Chapter, as we commonly call it, made by a notable Do6tor of the
lawes, and excellent Poet called M. Niccolo Amanio, of Crema,
paffe into the

who no doubt

for

making of vulgar

rithmes, thereby expreffing

the amorous affeftions of Louers, was in our time without compariAnd bicaufe the fame was fo apt for the purpofe of mayfter
fon.
Philippo his loue, as could be defired, he wrote the fame fayre
(being in deede a very fayre fheete of Paper,) which foundeth to
this effeft.

:

:
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Quanta piu crefce [Amor) Pafpro tormento, &c.
bitter pangs augment,

The more (O Loue) thy

Melting by times my fad accenfed fpreete,
to burne I feele my felfe content
And though ech day a thoufande times I fleete
Twixt hope and dreade, all dolour yet and fmart

The more

My glorious
The

proofe of enterprife

fire fo

high which kindled hath

As by

loue's flames

So

makes

myne

fweete.

hart,

none euer had (I know)
any part,

lofty fource of heate in

Sweete then

my

torments

are, fweete is

Sweete eke of loue the

From

fo

light, fweete

high beames, fallen in

my

my

woe,

the conceyte
breaft, groe.

Sutch power of porte, futch maiefty mofi: gret
I tremble to beholde, and do confefl^e
My lot to bafe, fo worthy a blifTe to get.
But will herein my Reafon doth fuppreffe,
And thofe fayre eyes, where loue himfelfe ny
Armed with lookes of ioy and gentleneffe,
Lookes that vpliftes my foule aboue the Skies,

And

Do

My

lies,

in each coafl: al cloudes expelling cleane.

teach ten thoufand pathes to Paradife.

Goddefle braue, Angelicall Sirene,
Fayreneffe

it felfe.

What mounts

Dame

of ioy

Beautie's facred heire:

may match my happy

paine,

hope how fo enfue difpeire,
Leues vaunt of thoughts, which once fo highly flew
As honour, all that earth befides doth beare,
Comparde to this, but baggage were to vew.

Whofe

fcaling

When

Mayfter Philippo had written out thefe verfes, immeand caufed Madona Paolo, to
be called vnto him by one of the Gromes of the Chamber, to whom
he fayd " MayftreflTe Paola, I haue brought you a ditty, that is
very trim and prety, which I pray you deliuer to the Queene, and I
will do what I can to get other." Maiftreffe Paola tooke them, and
went into the chamber, and findinge the Queene alone, fayd to hir
" Madame, this morninge yee commaunded me to get you fome
diately he returned to the court,

:

1
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haue receyued theie few
Lord Andrea Borgo,

I

verfes of mayfter Philippo, fecretary to the

who

hath promifed to bring me other." The Queene hearing hir
fpeake thofe words, fmilinge receiued the Paper, and read the
fame the fenfe whereof fhe liked very well, thinking that may:

Philippo had bene the compofitor of the fame, and that
of purpofe he had made them for hir, whereby fhee was out
of doubt that it was fhee that mayfter Philippo fo feruently
fter

loued,

of

the

and the better hir opinion was confirmed, bicaufe fome
words tended to the ftate of hir perfonage.
And

confidering the valor of

man

that in a

fo bafely

hys minde, fhe prayfed Nature, for
borne fhee had fowen the feeds of a

gentlemanlike and noble heart, greatly to hir felfe commendynge
the yong man. Then fhe conferred the whole matter wyth hir

Coofin Queene Marie which was a wyfe and comely Ladye, and
vpon that loue they vfed many difcourfes, more and more hauing
in regard the behauiour of that yong Gentleman.
Queene Anne
:

determined,

when conueniently

Philippo, for his

how

ftill

fhee might, to rendre to mayfter

great loue condigne

to requite his curtefie, euer

lippo, fhee vfed

rewarde

when

:

and ftudying

fhe faw maifter Phi-

him with her wonted chere and

grateful faluta-

tion (which thinge onely euery honeft gentleman ought to expert

that

is

indued wyth reafon at the hands of a pryncefTe

worthy, as a reward

fufficient,

Whereof mayfter

fidered.)

fo

noble and

the inequality of the parties con-

Philippo was the beft contented

man

of the world, and durft not hope for greater guerdon, continuing
lyfe fed hym felf ftil with that beloued fight, in futch
many Gentlemen enuied the fauor borne vnto him by the
Queene, who for none other caufe did vfe that curtefy, but for that

his

wonted

wyfe as

him to be Vertuous and well learned continually efteemyng futch as wyth learning or other gyftes of the mynd were
indewed and when occafion chaunced, fhee vouchefafed to bestowe vpon them curteous intertaynment and lyberall rewardes.
It fortuned about that time that the Emperor Maximilian died,
Charles his nephew (which was the Emperor Charles, the fifth,)
then beyng in Spayne, by reafon of whofe death the Lord Andrea
Borgo, purpofed to fend one of hys Gentlemen to kyng Charles,
VOL II.
a c
fhe faw

:

:
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for the confirmation of that lyuing he enioyed, giuen vnto

him

Maximilian. Amongft

and faythfull feruyce by the faid
he chofe this maifter Philippo, for his wifdome and experience in futch afFayres.
Which don, he went to the Queenes,

for his long
al

and gaue them to vnderftand that fhortely he would fend his Secretarie into Spayne, and told them the caufe, humbly praying
them both, that they would write their fauorable letters in his
behalf.
The Queenes knowing what payne and trauell hee had
fuftayned in the feruice of Maximilian, and what daungers he had
pafled, were very willing therunto.
Now Queene Anne remembred that flie had conuenient time to recompence maifter Philippo
for hys long loue born vnto hir
and bicaufe fhe was the moft
curteous Lady of the world, and therwithal moft bountifull and
:

and not onely with comely talke and gefture but alfo in
efFedte willing to do them good, whome fhe honoured in minde,
concluded what to do, requiring the Lord Andrea to fend his Secre-

liberal,

:

when he was ready to depart, for that befides
woulde by mouth commit certain bufinefle for hir to
do in the Courte of Spayne. When the Lord Andrea was gone,
Queene Anne began to deuife with the other Queene what fhe
mighte doe for mayfter Philippo, who prayed Queene Anne,
after fhe had commended him in letters, to fufFer hir to make the
ende and conclufion of the fame. Whereupon both the Queenes
wrote many letters into Spayne, to king Charles, and to the Lord
tarie

vnto

hir,

Letters, fhe

Chancellour and other Noble men, whome they thought to bee apte
and mete minifters to bring the effeft of their letters to pafle.
When the Lord Andrea had put all thinges in order for that dispatch, he fayd to mayfter Philippo, (which was now furnifhed with
all thyngs neceflary and apertinent for that long voyage :) " Philippo,

remembre

this

day that you goe to Queue Anne, and

tell

you to come vnto hir, to know if fhe would
commaund you any feruice to the Catholike Kynge, where you
fhall humbly offer your feruice, in what it pleafeth hir to commaunde you fhall alfo tel hir what things I haue gyuen vnto
you in charge by fpeciall commiffion." Neuer could more pleafant talke found into the eares of maifter Philippo, than this, who
for that he fhould bothe fee and fpeake vnto his Lady before his
her, that I require

:

:
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departure, and for that fhe would commit vnto him the doing
of hir aflayres in Spayne, was the gladdeft and beft contented man
of the world. The houre come when he thought good to repayre
to the Queene, he

went vnto

hir,

and gaue

hir to vnderftand

of the priuy Chamber, that he was attendant there tp

The Queue

pleafure.

by one

know

certyfied of his readinefle to depart,

hir

by and

by toke order that he fliould come into hir chambre, who entring
the fame with trembling heart, and after he had done hys humble
reuerence, with great feare and bafhfulnefle, faid " Pleafeth your
Maiefty, that my Lorde Borgo, being about to addrefle mee hys
Secretarie into Spayne, to the Catholike King there, hath commaunded me to wayte vpon your hyghneffe, to knowe your pleafure for certain affayres to be don for your maiefly: Wherfore may
it pleafe the fame to employ mee, your humble feruaunte, I fhall
:

my

thinke

and

me

felf

ioyfull

the happieft

man

of the world

:

A thing fo

bleffed

vnto me, as no benefite or commoditie can render vnto

greater felicitie."

Then he

dyfclofed vnto her thee reft of his

meflage, which was committed vnto

hym

by

his lord

and maifter.

The Queene beholding hym wyth mery countenaunce gently fayd
vnto hym " And we for the truft we haue in you to do our message and other affayres in Spayne, haue requyred you to come
hither And bycaufe we knowyng you to be a Gentleman, and
:

:

you wyll gladly do your endeuour in any thing that
haue chofen you aboue any other. Our wyl
may do
is, that fyrft you delyuer thefe letters, concommaundement
and
importance to the hands of the catholike
great
teining matters of
King, and that you do our humble commendations to his maiefty.
Then al the reft accordingly as they be direfted, which principally
aboue other things we pray you to difpatch vpon your arriuall
And if we bee able to do you any pleafure, eyther for your preferment, or for other commodity, fpare not to write vnto vs your
mynd, and (we doe affure you) the fame fhalbe efedually accomplyfhed, to the vttermofte of our indeuour, whych we do of
aflured that

vs pleafure,

our

owne motion

the

fidelitie,

frankely offre vnto you, in confideration of

worthinefle, and honefte behauiour alwayes

knowen

Mayfler Philippo hearynge thefe wordes was
futch ioy, as he thought hymfelfe rapt into
with
replenyfhed
to be in you."
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the heauens, and his heart

fome depe
thanked hir

futch pleafure, as

felt

femed to flote
maner he coulde,
it

and after the beft
and albeit (he fayd) that hee
knew hymfelf vnworthy of that fauor, yet he dedicated the fame
to hir commaundement, furrendring himfelfe as a flaue and

ill

fea of delights
for

hir

:

curtefie

:

faythful feruant to hir maiefty.

Then vppon

his knees, to his

great contentation he kifled hir hands, which of hir felfe fhe offred

vnto him, and then reuerently he toke his leaue.

When

hee was

gone oute of the chamber, he met with the Queene's Coferer, that
attended for him, who taking him afide, did put into his hand
a purfe with 500. crowns, and the maifter of the horfle prefented
vnto him a very goodly and beautifull horfe, wherewith maifter
Philippo was fo well pleafed, as he was like to leape out of

Then he toke his iorney and arriued at the
Courte in Spayne, where at oportunity, he deliuered his Letters
to King Charles, and accomplifhed other bufines and meffage

his fkin for ioy.

prefcribed vnto

him by Quene Anne

the Queene's other

letters,

:

And when

he had difpatched

he attended the bufineffe of his Lord

Andrea Borgo. The king perufed the Contentes of the letters
him by his fifter and kynfwoman, fo did the Lord Chauncellour, (which at that time was the Lord Mercurino Gattinara,)
and other, to whom the Queenes had written whereby the king
was folicited to ftand good Lord, to the Lorde Andrea Borgo,
and likewife exhorted him to be beneficial to mayfter Phylippo,
whom for his good condicions and experience they had fent vnto
him in the ambaflage. Vpon a day the king moued by the Lorde
Chancellor, caufed maifter Philippo to come before him, to whom
kneling before his maiefty, the king faid thefe words " The tesfent vnto

:

:

timony and report fo honorably made of you by the two Queenes,
from whom you brought vs letters, and the hope which we haue to
find you a faithful and profitable feruant, and to be correfpondent
in effefte to the tenor of thofe letters, moueth vs to accepte you
into the numbre of one of our Secretaries, wherein before our
prefence you fhal fweare vnto vs to be faithfull and true."
Maifter Philippo that expefted for no futch dignity, maruelled at the
Kyng's wordes, and there by oth miniftred vnto hym by the Lorde
Chauncellour was receyued into his feruice, and exercyfed that
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Angular fauor of the King, to the great fatyffaftion of

And after that King

al

Charles was elefted Emperor, knowing

the experience that maifler Philippo had in the affaires of Italy,

and fpecially in Lombardie, he commytted vnto hym all matters
touchyng the ftate of the region, which fo happily came to pafle
to maifter Philippo, as befides the ornaments of vertue and wife-

dom, he acquyred greate

and yet he continually ferued and
and worthy mystrefle.
Tel me now ye faire Ladies and Gentlewomen What fhall
we fay of the princely behauiour and noble difpofition of this
Queene? Truly in my iudgment, flie deferueth that prayfe and
worfliipped the

Queene

riches,

as his noble patroneffe

!

commendation that may be attributed to the mofle excellente
Ladye of the Worlde, who neuer gaue ouer her faythful feruant
tyl {he had bountifully with hir own hands and commendation,

hym a moft Pryncely rewarde. And as the funne
and bryghtnefle doeth furmounte the other furniture
of the Skies, euen fo Magnyfycence, and liberality in ech Lady
rendred vnto

in beautye

doth excell

all

other vertues, fpecially in thofe perfonages, that

keepe the ftate of Princes.

But

to conclude,

mete and

requifite it

Queene
wyth due prayfes For furely in my iudgement, if all Women would confer theyr heades and Wittes together,

is,

that yee beautify this moft curtuous and

liberall

:

and deuife Hymnes and Sonnets of Liberality,
they can neuer fufiiciently be able
to celebrate the prayfe and glory
of thys Queene.
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THE TWENTY-SECOND NOUELL.
The gentle and iii/i a6i of Alexander de Medices Duke of Florence,
vpon a Gentleman whom he fauoured, who hauing rauifhed the
Daughter of a pooreMyller, caufed him to maryhir,for the greater
honour and celebration whereof, he appoynted hir a rich and honourable Dowry.
If the Force of Vertue were apparant at the fight of eye,

be deemed to be of

lefle

it

would

value than the greatneffe thereof defer-

ueth (for fundry caufes rifing in the mindes of men) and that by

performinge the little which refted for th'entier perfeftion of hir
whole vnited glory. Now becaufe that hir effects be diuerfe^ and
that dyuerfly they be vfed, the examples alfo of futch diuerfity,
do variate and make diuerfe the affeftions of men fome to follow
that quality and other that part, proceeding from the whole and
perfefl: body of vertue, which hath caufed fome to win the price
of modefty and temperance in their deedes, other full of magnanimity (not familiar to many) haue refifled the aflaults of fortune.
Many other haue embraced that only honor whych is the nourice
:

of ech good

a.Si,

free cittieSj or

guided the armies of mighty Monarchs.

whereby they haue either wel ruled the

ftate of

And

futch

whilom the cities of Rome, Athenes, Sparta, and the auncient
Monarchs of the Medes, Perfians, and the Affyrians did fee,
I wil omit a good company of the fage and wyfe, which haue
appayfed the troubles of Citties, the inquietations of Palaces,
the cries of ludgement feates, the diflimulation and deceiptfull
flatteries

of Courts, the carefull griefs which the houfeholder by

gouernment of his houfe and family doth fuftaine and feele,
of purpofe more frankly to retire to the ftudy of fapience, which
alone is able to make a man happy, and worthy to be partaker of
the diuinity. But aboue al, I wil prayfe him which not fubieft
to the law lyueth neuerthelefl^e like him that is mofl: thrall thereunto, or without refpeft of bloude or

lius

frendfliip

fhall

exercife

vpon his dearefl and beft beloued as in olde time Manand Torquatus at Rome, the people of Athenes towards

luftice

:
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one Timagoras, who beyond the duty of the Ambaflador of a frank
citty, fel down on his knees and worfliipped the Perfian king.
And in our time the Marquize of Ferrara, by doing to death his

own

fon for adultry committed wyth his mother in Law.

yet luftice

may

And

fauour of fome cruelty, which rather turneth to

praife
as Ihon Maria Vifconte Duke of Milan, when
he caufed a couetous prieft to be buried quick with the corps of
him whom he had refufed to bury without money, the hiftory

fhame than

:

wherof is hereafter remembred. So as mediocrity of punifhment
ought to be yoked with the rigor of law, for the mitigation thereof.

And
ter to

beholde, wherefore the great Diftator lulius Csefar loued bet-

gayn the heart of

his

enemies with mercy, than vanquifli and

bring them to obedience with malTy manacles and giues of Iron.

Moreouer in our age Alphonfus of Aragon (the true Sampler of a
iuft and Righteous Prynce) dyd not bee efteeme (when bee
ftrayghtly befieged Gaiette) the Vyfitory to be more Gloryous and
better gotten, which is done by compofition and gentlenefle, than
the bloudy conquefb, colored wyth teares and bloud of a poore

And truly princes, and great lordes, fpecially they
?
fucceffion receyued from their anceftors)
(without
newly
which
of fome commonwealth, ought continugouernment
arriue to the
ally to haue before their eies, an honeft feuerity for the holines of
the law, and a graue mildneffe, to moderat the rigour of their
duety For by that meanes right is mainteined, the heart of man is
won, fo wel as by violence and the flate of gouernment taketh fo
good footing, as the winde of no fedition afterwards can.remoue
the fame, beinge founded vpon a fure ftone, and framed vpon a
rock durable for a long tyme. Whereof wee haue an example of
frefh memory of a kinde aft, full both of wyfedome and of gentle
feuerity, in a prynce of our time, who wythout efTufion of bloud
punifhed with rigor enough, a trefpafle committed, and fweetely
remitted the payne vpon him, which merited grieuous, nay mortall
punifliment, as at large you fhall fee by the difcourfe that foUowAlexander de Medices, fauoured by the Church of Rome,
eth.
fimple people

:

:

(and armed with the Papall ftandard) was bee that firft with great,
aftiuity andWifedome inueyed the Seniory of Florence, immediatly
vfurping the name,

title,

and prerogatiue of Duke.

The fame

:
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albeit

vpon the prime face he was odious to the people of Florence,
lofiiig of their ancient liberty, and difpleafant to the

wroth for

Senatours and potentates, to

fee

them

felues depriued of the foue-

raignty of luftice, and of the authority they had to

commaund

was he indued wyth fo good
ouer all
qualities, and gouerned fo wel his principality, as that which at
the beginning was termed Tyranny, was receyued as iuft domination, and that which was fuppofed to be abufed by force, feemed
And they counted
to be done as it were by lawful! fucceffion.
therafelues happy (when they faw their lucke to bee futch as their
common wealth muft needs obey the aduice and pleafure of one
Prince alone) to haue a foueraygn lord, fo wife, fo vertuous and fo
ful of curtefie :' and albeit in all other things he fhewed himfelfe
prayfe worthy^ noble, and of gentle kinde, yet in this he vanquifhed himfelfe in himfelfe, by that indifferent iuftice, which made
him wonderful, denying the fame to none, and in no one iote fhewed
himfelfe parcial to any, which thought by hym to bee fupported
in their follies
And that which is more to bee wondred in him,
and doth augment the prayfe of his integrity in iudgement, was,
that he punifhed in another the thynge, which hee ought to haue
pardoned and remitted, hee hymfelfe beinge attaynted wyth that
dyfeafe. But thys good Duke applyed to Reafon, to tyme, and to
the Grauity of the fafl: and quality of the offended perfones
For where the greatnefTe of a deede furpafTeth all occafion of pardon and mercye, there the Prynce, fudge, or Magiftrate ought to
difpoyle and put of his fweeteft affeftions, to apparell himfelfe
with rigor, whych reacheth the knyfe into the hand of the Ruler, of
purpofe that pryuate familiaritie, do not in ende rayfe in the fubieft's hearte a contempte of fuperiours, and unbrydled licence,
Now the thing which I meane
lawlefTe to Hue at their pleafure.
to tell, confifteth in the proofe of a rare and exquifite Prynce,
which feldome or neuer harboureth in yong age, the heates whereof can not but with greate difficultie, feele the coldnefTe and corAnd likewife the caufes from whence wifdome's
reftion of reafon
force proceede, do reft in longe experience of things, whereby men
waxe olde in ripenefTe of witte, and theyr deedes become worthy
of prayfe.
This Duke Alexander ordred fo wel his eftates, and
the Citizens, yet for

:

:

all

that
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kepte futch a goodly and plentifull Court, as the fame gaue place

no Prynce of Italy, how great or rich fo euer it was, which
noble court he kept afwell for his owne garde and honor as to
fhew the naturall ftoutneffe of his corage, not vfing for all that any
to

infolencie or vnfeemely dealing agaynfte the

enemies of

Amongs

his familie.

haynous and auncient

his gallant troupe of Courtiers,

which ordinarily attended, there was a Florentine gentleman, very
neare the Duke, and the befte beeloued of them all. This yong
Gentleman had a Manor hard by Florence, where he was very well
and ftately lodged, which caufed him many times to forfake the

wyth two of

his companions, to recreate himfelf in that
chaunced vpon a time, he. being in his fieldifli
houfe, befides the which there was a Myll, the mdfter of the.fayd
Myll had a paffing fayre daughter, whom thys Gentleman did well
marke and beholde, and with hir beauty beecame ftraungely in
loue, in whom alfo appeared feme Noble port, that exceded the
bloud and race whereof fhe came. But what ? The heauens be
not to fpare diftributers of theyr gifts, but fometimes they diuide
them with the leaft meafure, and at fome other times in equall
weight or greatefl: heape, to them that be of the bafeft forte an_d
popular degree, fo wel, as to the greatefl: and of moft noble race.

City,

pleafant place.

It

Rome fomtimes hath feen a bondman and flaue, fomtimes a Runnegate's fonne, for his wit

and Courage

to beare the Scepter in his

hand, and to decide the caufes of that lofty people, who by
fleyghts and praftifes afpired the Empyre of the whole worlde.
he that within our Fathers remembrance defireth to knowe
what great Taimberlane of Tartarie was, the afl:onifliment and

And

ruine of al the Eafl: partes, fhall well perceyue that his originall
forted from the vulgar forte, and from the lowefl; degree that was

whereby mufl: be confelTed, that the goodneffe
and
fo great, as flie will helpe hir nourice chilof nature is futch
dren (whatfoeuer they be,) the befl: flie can Not that I meane to

amongs

all eflates

:

:

infer hereby, but that the bloud of Predeceflbrs, with the inflitution of their Pofl;erity, mutch augmenteth the force of the fpirit,
and accomplifheth that more fincerely whereunto nature hath

giuen a beginninge.

Now

to

com

to our purpofe, this

yong

Courtier, taken and chayned in the bands of loue, fettred and

4IO
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clogged wyth the Beauty and good grace of that Coimtrey wench,

how he myght inioy the thynge after
which hee hoped. To loue hir he deemed it vnworthy of his
degre And yet he knew hir to be futch (by report of many) as
had a very good Wit, tongue at wyll, and which is more efteemed,
a Paragon and mirror of chafte life and modefty. Which tormented this amorous Mounfier beyond meafure, and yet chaunged
not his afFedliion, afluring himfelfe that at length he fhould attayne th' end of his defires, and glut that his vnfatiable hunger,
which prefled him from day to day to gather the foote and fauorous
frute which Loners fo egerly fue for at maydens handes of femblable age, who then was betweene xvi. and xvii. yeares. This Louer
dyd to vnderftand to hys companions his griefe and frenfie, who
fory for the fame, affayed by all meanes, to make him forget it, telling hym that it was unfeemely for a Gentleman of his accompt, to
make himfelfe a fable to the people, which woulde come to pafle if
they knew how vndifcretely hee had placed hys loue and that
there were a number of fayre and honeft gentlewomen more to
whom befides conuenably and with greater contentation he might
addreffe the fame.
But he which mutch leffe faw, than blind
loue himfelfe that was his guid, and he that was more bare of
reafon and aduice than the Poets fayne Cupido to be naked of
apparell, would not harken to the good counfel, which his companions gaue him, but rather fayd that it was loft time for them
to vfe futch fpech, for he had rather dy, and indure all the mocks
and feoffs of the world, than lofe the moft delicate pray (in his
mynde,) that could chaunce into the hands of man, adding moreouer, that the homelyneffe and rudenes of the country, had not
forethought the meanes

:

:

fo

mutch anoyed

his

new

beloued, but

flie

deferued for hir beauty

compared with the greateft Minion and fineft attyred gentlewoman of the Citty For this mayden had but the ornament and
mynionneffe which nature had enlarged, where other artificially
force by trumperies, to vfurpe that which the heauens deny them.
"Touching her vertue let that paffe in filence, Athens that fhe"
(quod he fighinge) "is to chaft and vertuous for one whom I would
to be

:

choofe to daly withal

:

My

defire is

not to make hir a Lucrece, or

fome of thofe auncient Matrones, which in elder yeres builded
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the temple of woman's Fortune at Rome."
louer feeing

how he was

bent, promifed

The companions of this
him what they were able

to doe, for accomplifhment of his will, for the which he thanked

them very heartely, oifring like duty, where fortune fhould prepare
the proofe of their affeftion and neede of his amorous feruice In
the mean time, conceiuing in his minde fome new deuice, which
:

fo foone as

he had found out was not able to be brought to pafle,
and knowing that the duke feldome would haue him out of his
fight, began to inuent lyes, doing hym to vnderftand that he had
neceflary occafion, for a certain time, to remain and be at his

country houfe.

The duke which

loued him, and

that either he had fom fecret ficknes, or

who thought

fom wench which he
was loth to difcouer before his companions, gaue him leaue for a
month, which fo pleafed this amorous Gentleman, as he lept for
ioye, and was not able to reft one hour before he had found out his
frends and companions, to mount on horfback to vifit hir that
had vnder hir power and obeifance the beft portion of him, which
was his hart and his moft fecret thought. When he was come to
his Countrey houfe, hee began to ftalke abrode, and daunce a
round about the Mill, where his beloued did dwel, who was not fo
foolifh, but by and by fufpefted whereunto thofe goings and commings of the Pilgrim tended, and for what pray he led his Dogs in
leafe, and caufed fo many Nets and Cords to be difplayed by hunters of cuery age and fexe, who to difcouer the Countrey, aflayde
by beating the Bufhes, to take the Beafte at forme For which
caufe flie alfo for hir part, began to fly the fnares of thofe Byrders,
and the raunging of the Dogs that vented after hir, ftrayinge not
from the houfe of the good man hir Father whereof this poore
louer conceyued great difpayre, not knowinge by what meanes he
might roufe the Game after which he hunted, ne finde the meanes
to do hir vnderftand his playnts and vnmeafured griefe of heart,
the firme loue, and finceere mynde wherewyth he was fo earneftly
bentj both to obay and loue hir aboue all other And that which
moft of all increafed his payne, was that of fo great a troupe of
meflfages whych he had fent, with giftes and promifl"es the better
to atchieue his purpofe, no one was able to take place or force
It
(neuer fo little) the chaftity of that fober and modeft mayde.
els

:

:

:
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chaunced one day as this Gentleman was walking a long a wode
fide newly felled, hard adioyning to his hoiife, by whych there
was a cleare and goodly fountayne fhadowed betweene two thick and
lofty Maple trees, the Myller's Daughter went thither for water, and
as fhe had fet downe hir payles vpon the fountaine brink, hir Louer
came vnto hir, litle thinking of futch a ioyful meeting, which he
wel declared by thefe words " Prayfed be God, that when I hoped
:

leaft of this

ftaunce of

good hap, he hath fent

my

fayd vnto her

ioy."
:

"

me

Then turninge

Is it true that

hither, to fee the onely fub-

his face

towards the mayden,
I dreame)

thou art heere (or do

and fo neare to him that mofl: defireth to gratyfie thee in any
thynge wherewyth it may pleafe thee to commaunde him ? Wilt
thou not haue pity vpon the paynes and griefs which continually
I indure for the extreme loue I beare thee ? "
And faying fo, he
would haue imbraced hir. But the mayde, which cared no more
for his flatteries, than before fhe did for his prefents and meffages
feeing the fame to tend to nothing elfe but to hir ruine and great
difhonor, wyth flout counteiiaunce, and by hir liuely colour declaring the chaft and vertuous motion of her bloud, fayd to this valiant
Gentleman " How now, fyr, do you thinke that the vilenefl^e of
myne apparell, holdeth lefl^e vertue, than is vnder the rich and
fumptuous Ornaments of greateft Ladyes ? Do you fuppofe that my
bringing vp hath bred in me futch grofe bloud, as for your only
pleafure, I Ihoulde corrupt the perfedlion of my minde, and blot
the honour which hitherto fo carefully I haue kept and religioufly
preferued? Be fure that fooner death fhall feparate the foule from
my body, than willingly I would fuffer the ouerthrow and violaIt is not the part of futch a Gentleman as
tion of my virginity.
you be, thus to efpy and fubtlely purfue vs poore Countrey maydens
It is not the
to charme vs with your Heights and guilfull talke
duety of a Gentleman to fubborne futch vaunte currors to difcouer
and put in perill, the honour of chafte maydens and honefi: Wyues,
It ought to fuffice, that you
as heretofore you haue done to me.
fliame
by
repulfe
of
your
meflengers, and not to
haue receyued
come your felfe to bee partaker of their Confufion." " And that is
it, that ought to moue you fweete heart" (aunfwered he) "to
take pitty vpon my griefe, fo playnly feeing that vnfaynedly I doe
:

:
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my loiie is fo well planted, as rather had I
than occafion the leafb offence that may difpleafe
you Only I befeech you, not to fhew your felfe fo cruel vnto him,
who difdayning all other, hath made you fo frank an offer both
of himfelfe and of al that he hath to commaund." The maide not

loue you, and that
fufFer death,
:

greatly trufling his words, feared that he prolonged time to
hir ftay

till

hys feruants came to

fteale hir

away

:

And

make

therefore

without further aunfwere, (he taking vp hir payles, and half running till fhe came neere the Myll, efcaped his hands, telling hir

no part of that talk betwene them who began already to
doubt the treafon, deuifed by the Gentleman, agaynft the pudicity
of his daughter, vnto whom he neuer difclofed his fufpition, were

father

it

:

that he

knew

hir to be vertuous inough,

and conftant to

refill

the luring affaults of loue, or confidred the imbecillity of our

and the malice of the fame, which dayly afpireth things
thereunto defended, and by lawes limitted and prefcribed, which
lawes it ought not to excede, and yet therof it wifheth the abolifhment. The Gentleman feeinge that the mayden had forfaken
hym, and little efteemed hys amorous onfet, outraged for loue,
and chafed wyth choler, fpake thefe wordes to hymfelfe " Ah
foolifh and daftard louer, what didfl thou meane when thou hadft
hir fo neere thee, in place fo commodious, where fhee durft not
gaynefay thee that thou didft no better purfue hir ? And what
knoweft thou if fhee came of purpofe to eafe thy payne and to
flefh,

:

finifh

thy troublefome trauels

?

Surely

I

fuppofe fhe did

that fhame and duety forced hir to vfe thofe wordes, to

mee

that

thinke,

lyghtly fhe

would

not

bee

fo,

but

make

ouercome

by

put the cafe that it were not fo, who coulde
perfuafions:
by force that, whereunto willingly fhe would
take
haue let mee to
is fhe to be reuenged of futch an iniury ?
what
not accorde But
She is for conclufion the daughter of a Miller, and may make hir

And

:

mocked a Gentleman, who beinge alone wyth
and burninge wyth loue, durft not flaunch hys thirfl (al-

vaunte, that fhe hath
hir

though full dry) fo neere the fountayne: And by God (fayd he
rifing from a greene banke neere the fountayne's fide) if I dy
therefore, I wyll haue it eyther by loue or force." In this wicked
and tyrannicall mynde, hee returned to hys place, where his com-

ALEXANDER DE MEDICES

414

panions feeing him

fo

out of quiet, fayd vnto him

the guife of a gentle minde, to abafe
fimple a

Wench

?

Doe not you know

it felfe

for a

woman

as fhe

"

Is

thys

the malice of that fexe, and

the guiles wherewith thofe Serpents poyfon
little

:

to the purfute of fo

men

Care you

?

fo

doth for you, and then wyll fhe imbrace

you and make mutch of you, whofe only ftudy is (which I beleeue)
to frame hirfelfe agaynfl: all that, for which humble fute is made

:

that women hath fome qualities to draw men
honour and ferue them, which if it fo be truely that
office and dutifull deuoyre ought to be imployed in feruice of
them, that be honourable and in fpirite and iudgement of gentle
kinde, which no doubt wil counteruayle the merite of futch a

But admit,
them,

to

futer

And

:

to loue

am

certefle I

of opinion that a

man may

vaynely con-

fume a yere or two in purfute and feruice of this mealy Countrey
wench, fo well as addrefle his loue in the obedience of fome fayre
and honefb Gentlewoman which courteoufly and with fome fauour
:

wyll recompence, the trauayles of hir feruaunt, where that rude

and fottifh gyrle, by pryde will vaunt and looke a loft, at the
honor done vnto hir, defpife theym whofe worthvnefle fhe knoweth
not, and whom neyther fhe nor the beft of her feede, be worthy to
ferue in any refpeft will you know then what I thinke beft for
you to do ? myne aduice is then, that one of thefe euenings, fhe
be trufTed vp in a Maile and brought hither, or in fome place els
where you thinke good, that you may enioy at pleafure the beauty
of hir whom you do praife and wonder at fo mutch And afterwards let hir difTemble if fhe luft, and make a lewel of hir chastity when fhe hath not to triumph ouer you, by bearing away the
" Ah my good friend," aunfwered the
viftory of your purfutes."
"
defperate louer,
how rightly you touch the moft daungerous
place of al my wound, and how foueraygne a falue and plaifter
you apply therevnto I had thought truly to intreate you of that,
whereof euen now you haue made the ouerture, but fearing to
offend you, or to mutch vfurpe vpon your friendfhip, rather had I
fuffer a death continuall, than rayfe one point of offence, or discontentation in them, which fo frankly haue ofFred to doe me
pleafure, whereof (by God's affiftaunce) I hope to be acquited
with all duety and office of frendfhip. Now refteth it, to put in
:

:

:
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manner you fee that the terme of my heere abode, will
expire, and if wee be once at the Courte, impoffible it is
like

:

In

fliortly

for

me

to recouer fo good occafion,

and peraduenture flie wil be maried,
or fome other flial cary away the pray after which I haue beaten
the Bufli." The plot then of this mayden's rape, was refolued
vpon, and the firft efpied occafion taken But the louer which
feared leaft this heat of his companions would coole, follicited
them fo mutch, as the execution was ordayned the following
night which they did, not fo mutch for the pleafure of their
:

:

frend, to

whom

in futch aduentures they ought to

deny all helpe,
Sed vsq ; ad aras, as Pericles
the Athenian fayd, fo far as was fufFerable by the lawes of God)
as for that they wer of nature of the felf fame tramp, which their
paffionate companion was, and would haue made no confcience
to enterpryfe the fame for themfelues, although the other had not
tolde them hys affeftions: Thefe bee the Fruiftes of vnruled Youth,
wherein onely the Verdure and greenneffe of the Age beareth
greateft fway, the wyll whereof reafon can not reftrayne, which
fooner reclineth to the carnall part, than to that which tendeth to
the honeft repaft and contentment of the mynd. The next night,
they three accompanied with v. or vi. feruauntes (fo honeft as
theyr maifters) gaue the onfet in armure and weapons well appointed to defende and hurt, if any refiftance were made, they
myght be able to repell theyr aduerfaries. Thus about two of the
clocke in the night they came to the Mil, the Heaiiens hauyng
throwne theyr mantell ouer the vaporous earthe, and dyramed hir
Face with theyr vayle obfcure and darke, and yet not futch, but
that the ayre was cloudye cleere and when no man doubted of fo
great offence, and of futch vnhappy rape, they brake into the
poore Miller's Houfe, beetwene whofe armes they toke away his
daughter deare, and almoft dead for feare, piteoufly began to cry
for help, defending herfelf fo well as flie could from thofe Theeues
and Murderers. The defolate father raging with no leffe fury then
theHircanian Tigre, when hir Faucons be kylled or taken away, ran
firft to one, and then to another, to ftay them from carying of hir
away, for whom they came. In the end the amorous rauiftier of
(fith frendfliip

ought not to

pafle,

:
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his daughter fayd

get thee hence

if

hym: "Father,

vnto

thou loue thy

lyfe, for

Father,

aduyfe thee to

I

thy force

is

too weake to

many, the leaft of whome is able to coole this thy foolifh
heart and choler, for the whych I would be fory, for the great Loue
I beare vnto thy daughter, who (I hope) before fhe depart my company, flial haue wherewith to be contented and thou caufe to
pacifye this thine immoderate rage, which in vayne thou yalpeft
" Ah falfe Knaue and theefe," (fayd
forth agaynft this troupe."
the honeft pore man) " it is thou then, which by thine infamous
filthinefle and infaciable knauery, doeft difhonor the commendable fame of my daughter, and by like meanes fhortneft the hoped
yeres of me hir poore vnhappy father, loofinge through thy
wickedneffe, the flaffe and ftay of myne olde aged life ? Thynkeft
refifl:

fo

:

thou Traytor, that liuing
fhamefafh and

till

Man,

tation of an honefl
vyle

in

this

day

myne

Minifter and

(for all

olde

my pouertye)

Dayes

Chapman

will

of

in repu-

k

become an vn-

1

my

daughter's

maidenhoode and virginity ? No knaue thinke not that I forget
the wrong receiued of thee, for which by fome meanes or other, I
wyll purchafe iuil reuenge vpon thee or thyne ? " The Gentleman
caryng little or nothyng for the old man's wordes, hauyng in hys
hand his defired fpoyle, commanded his Men to marche before
with the Mayden, leaning behind the poore olde Man which
thundred againft them a thoufand bitter curffes, threatning and
•

reuyling them, by
think) to haue

gaue

the termes he could deuife, defirous (as I

all

them turne backe

fo little heede, as

when he

to kyll him.

But thereunto they

wylled them to leaue his daughter

behynde them to whome the amorous courtier addreffing himbegan to kyffe hir, and aflayed by all meanes with pleafaunt
:

felfe,

Woordes and many fweete promiffes to comfort hir but the poore
Wenche knowyng full well, that they wente about to play the
Butchers wyth her Chaftitye, and to commyt Murder wyth the
:

began to cry fo piteoufly with dolorous
would haue moued to compaffion the hardefl: Hartes
that euer were, excepte the Hearte of hym which craued nothyng
more than the fpoyle of that his fweeteft Enimy. When the
poore Wenche faw hir Vertue ready to be fpoyled by one, who
(not in Maryage ioyned) wente aboute to vyolate and poflefle the

floure of hir Virginity,

voice, as fhe
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fame, and knewe that afterwardes hee woulde vaunte hymfelfe
for the Viiftorye of futch a precious pryce
" Alas (quod fhe) is it
poffyble that the Souerayne luftyce of God can abyde a Myfchiefe
:

fo

greate and curffed, and that the

Mayde cannot be
Lord aboue? Why may
afflidled

Voyce of a poore Wretched
heard in the prefence of the Myghty
not I nowe rather fuffer Deathe, than

the Infamy whych I fee to wander before myne Eyes?
O the
good olde Man my deare and louing Father, how farre better had
it bene for thee to haue flayne mee wyth thy Dagger, betwene
the Handes of thefe mofte wycked Theeues, than to let mee goe
to bee the praye of thofe

my

Foes that feeke the fpoyle of Vertue,

and the blotte of thy reputation. O happy a hundred hundred
tymes bee yee, whych haue already pafled the ineuitable trad
of Death when ye were in cradle, and I poore vnhappy Wench
no lefle blefled had I bene if pertaker of your Icy, where now
I reft alyue to feele the fmarte and Anguilh of that Death
more egre to fupport, than that whych deuydeth the body and
foule."
The Gentleman offended with thofe complaynts, beganne
to threaten, that hee woulde make hir forget hir difordered
behauiour, fayinge that fhee mufl: change an other tune, and
that hir plaints were to no purpofe amongs them which cared
not, nor yet were bent to flay vppon hir Womanifhe teares.
Lamentations and cries. The poore Mayden hearinge there refolution, and feeing that fliee vaynely dyfparckled hir Voyce into the
Ayre, began to holde hir peace, whych caufed the Louer to fpeake
vnto hir thefe wordes " And what my Wench ? Dofl: thou thinke
:

it

ftraunge, that for the heate of loue I beare to thee that I ftiould

force futch violence

caufeth

me

.'

Alas

to doe the fame,

it

is

it is

not malyce nor
loue

euill

whych cannot

wyll that

bee inclofed,

but muft needes breake forth to manyfeft his force. Ah that thou
hadeft felt, what I doe fuffer and indure for loue of thee. I beleeue
then thou wouldeft not bee fo hard hearted, but haue pitty vppon
the griefe whereof thou fhouldeft haue proued the vehemence."

Whereunto

the

mayde aunfwered nothinge but Teares and Syghes,

wringing hir Armes and Handes, and fometymes makinge Warre
vppon hir fay re Hayre. But all thefe Feminine Waylinges nothinge
mooued thys Gallant, and leffe Remooued hys former defire to haue
3 D
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which hee atchieued in difpite of hir Teethj fo foone as hee
arryued at his owne Houfe. The remnaunt of the Night they lay
together, where hee vfed hir wyth all futch kynde of flatteringe and
louinge Speech, as a Loner (of longe tyme) a Suter could deuife to
hir,

do to

hir,

whom

at length he

dyd

Follies tended onely tomake hirhis

Houfe for hys

Pleafure.

PofTeffe.

Now all thefe flatteringe

owne, to keepe hir in hys Countrey

Shee that for hir Age (as before

is

fayd)

was

of condition Sage, and of gentlemynde, began fubtilely to diffemble

and fayne to take Pleafure in that which was to hir more bitter than
any Aloes or Woode of Myrrha, and more agaynft hir heart than
remembraunce of Death, whych ftyll fliee wyflied for remedy of
hir gryefe, and Voluntaryly woulde haue killed her felfe lyke a
Lucrece, if the feare of God, and dreadfull lofle of Body and Soule,
had not turned hir mynde, and alfo hoped in God that the Rauyfher
fliould repayre the fault whych he committed, and beare the
penaunce for his temerity, whereof fhe was no whit deceyued, as
yee fhall perceyue, by that which prefently doth follow. Now
whileft the Rauifher tooke his pleafure wyth his Rape, the miferable father made the Ayre to found with his complaints, accufinge
fortune for letting the Whorifh varlet fo to paffe, wythout doing
him to feele the luftineffe of hys age, and the force that yet
reafled in his furrowed face, and corpfe withered with length of
In the end knowing that his playnts, curfes, and defire
yeares..
were throwne forth in vayne, perceiuing alfo his force vnequal to
deale with futch an Ennimy, and to get agayne by violence hys
flolne Daughter, or to recouer hir by that meanes whereby fhe
was taken away, he determined the next day to go and complaine
to the Duke: and vpon that determination he layd him downe to
fleepe vnder the trees, which ioyned to the fountayne, where fometimes the Courtier had communed with his daughter. And ffeeing
that the Element began to to fhewe fome fplendent hue Interpaled
with coulours of White, Yealow, and Red, Signes preceedinge the
rifinge of frefh Aurora, ftarted from his fleepe and tooke hys way
to Florence, whither he came, vpon the openinge of the Citty Gates.
Then going to the Pallace of the Duke, he tarried vntill he faw the
Prynce goe forth to feruice. The good man feeing hinl of whom
he attended to receyue fuccour, fauour, and iufl:ice, began to freat,
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receyued wronge, and was

to fee himfelf in place not accuftomed

:

and although

it

grieued his heart wyth hardy fpeach to prefume in prefence of fo
many, yet the iuft anger and defire of vengeance emboldned hym
fo

mutch, as kneelinge vpon his knees before the Maiefty of the
thefe woordes: "Alas (my Soueraygne Lord)
euer your grace had pity vpon a defolate man, full of difpayre,

Duke, aloud he fpake
if

I humbly befeech the fame that now you do regard the
mifery
which on euery fide aflayleth me. Haue pity vpon the pouerty
of that vnfortunate olde man agaynft whom one hath done futch
wrong, as I hope by force of your vertue and accuftomed iuftice,
you wil not leaue a fin fo deteftable without deferued punifliment,

for refpe6t of mifchiefes that

may

infue where futch wickedneffe

Ihalbe diflembled without due correftion."
teares ran

downe

his

Sayinge fo, the great
hory Bearde, and by reafon of his interrupted

and continual fobbes, the panting of his ftomack might
haue bene perceiued all riueld for age, and Sunneburned
with heate and continuall Countrey trauaile: and that which moued
moft the ftanders by, was the ruefull loke of the good old man,
who cafting his lookes heare and there, beheld eche one with hys
holowe and dolorous Eyes, in futch wife as if he had not fpoken
any word, hys countenance would haue moued the Lords to haue
compaffion vpon his mifery, and his teares were of futch force, as
the Duke which was a wyfe man, and who meafured thinges by
reafon's guide, prouided with wifedome, and forefeeinge not without timely iudgement, would know the caufe whych made that
man fo to make his plaint, and notwithftanding aflailed (with what
fufpition I know not) would not haue him openly to tel hys tale,
but leading him afide, he fayd vnto him " My frend, albeit that
greeuous faultes of great importance, ought grieuoufly and openly
to be corrected, yet it chaunceth oftentimes, that he which in a
heate and choler doth execution for the guylt (although that iuftly
after hee hath difgefted his rage, at leafure hee repenteth his rigor
and ouer fodaine feueritie,) offence being naturall in man, may
fometyme (where flaunder is not euident) by mild and mercyfull
meanes forget the fame without infringing or violating the holy
and ciuil conftitutions of Lawmakers. I fpeake thus mutch bicaufe
fighes
eafily

:
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my

heart doeth throbbe that fome of

filthy faulte againft thee or

they openlye

fome of

fliould be flaundered,

my

thine.

and yet

houfe haue don fome

Now
lefle

I

would not that

pretend

I

to leaue

theyr faultes ynpunifhed^ fpecially futch as by whofe offenfiue

cryme the common peace
People fhoulde lyue.

Prynces and Poteflates

molefled, wherein

is

For which purpofe
as fhepheardes

God

I

defyre, that

my

hath conftituted

and guides of hys

flocke, to

the ende that the Tyrannical! fury of the vitious, mighte not deftroy,

deuoure and fcatter the impotente

flockj

of no valoure

if it

be

lefte forlorne by the mighty Armes of Pryncipalities
and Monarchyes. A finguler modefty doubtleffe, and an incredyble example of Clemencye in hym, whome hys Cytyzens thoughte
to be a Tyrant and vniuft vfurper of a free Segnyorye, who fo priuily
and with futch familiarity, as the Friend could wifh of his companion, hearkened to the caufe of the poore Countrey man, and
moreouer hys modefty fo great, as hee would it not to bee knowen
what fault it was, or elfe that the offenders fhoulde publikely bee
accufed, offering for all that to be the reuenger of the wronge done
vnto the poore, and the punifher of the iniury exercifed agaynfte
the defolate, a worke certainly worthy of a true Chryftian Prince,
and which eftablifheth kingdomes decayed, conferueth thofe that
be, rendring the Prynce to be beloued of God, and feared of his
SubieiSts.
The pore olde man feeing the Duke in fo good mynde,
and that accordingly hee demaunded to know the wrong don vnto
him, the Name of the factor, and that alfo he had promifed him his
help and ryghtfull corredlyon due vnto the deferued fault, the good
olde man I fay conceiuing courage, recited from poynt to poynte
the whole difcourfe of the rape, and the violence done, vppon hys
poore vertuous Daughter, declaring befides the name and furname
of thofe which accompanied the Gentleman, the author of that
confpiracy, who (as we haue already fayd) was one that was in

forfaken and

greateft fauor with the

Duke

:

who notwithftanding the Loue

that

he bare to the accufed, hearing the vnworthinefle of a deede fo
" As God liueth this is a deteftable fa6te, and well
execrable, faid
:

deferueth a fharpe and cruel! punyfhment: Notwithftanding freend,

take good heede that thou doefte not miftake the fame, by accus-

ing one for an other, for the Gentleman

whome

thou hafte named

:

DUKE OF FLORENCE.

42 I

is of all men deemed to bee
very honeft, and doe well aflure thee that if I finde thee a Iyer,
thy heade fhall anfwere for example to eche falfe accufer and

to be the rauiflier of thy daughter,

But if the matter be fo true as thou
by the faith I beare to God, fo wel to
redrefTe thy wrong, as thou fhalt haue caufe to be thoroughly fatiffied with my iuftice." To whome the good olde man thus anfwered

flaunderer in time to come.
haft fayde, I promife thee

"My

Lord the matter is fo true, as at this day hee keepeth my
Daughter (like a common ftrumpet) in his houfe. And if it pleafe
your highnefle to fend thither, you fhall know that I do not
falfely accufe or vtter lying woordes before you, my Lord and
Prynce, in prefence of whom as before the mynifter and Lyeuetenaunte of God, Man oughte not to fpeake but truely and religeouily." " Sith it is fo," fayd the Duke, " get thee home to thy houfe,
where God willing, I will be this day at dinner, but take hede
vpon thy life, thou fay nothing to any man what fo euer he be: for
the

reft let

me

The

alone, I will prouide according to reafon."

almoft fo glad for his good exploit, as the day before he
was forowful for his lofle, ioyfully went home to his homely houfe
and Countrey Cabane, whych he caufed to be made ready fo wel as

good man

hee could, atteiading the comming of his deliuerer, fuccor, fupport,
and iudge, who when he had heard feruice, commanded his Horfe
" For (fayd he) I heare fay there is a wylde
to be made ready
:

Boare haunting hereby, fo well lodged as is poffible to fee wee
wyll goe thyther to wake hym from his fleepe and eafe, and vfe
that paftime til our dinner be ready." So departing from Florence,
he rode ftraight vnto the Mil wher his dinner was prepared by hys
Seruauntes. There he dined very foberly, and vfing fewe words
vnto his company, fate ftil al penfiue, mufing vpon that he had to
:

fide the grauitie of the fafte moued him
him which had committed the fame. On
the other fide the loue which he bare him (moUifing his heart)
made him change his minde, and to moderate his fentence. The

doe

:

For on the one

rigoroufly to chaftife

Prynce's minde, thus wandering beetwene loue and rigor, one
brought him worde that the Dogs had roufde the greateft Hart that
euer he fawe: which newes pleafed him very mutch, for by that

meanes he

fent

away the multitude of

his

Gentlemen

to follow
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the chafe, retaining with him his mofte familiar friends, and thofe

whom he would to be
which he intended to doe, and caufing his hoaft
" My friend, thou mufte brynge vs
to come before him, he fayd
to the place whereof thys Moruynge thou toldeft me, that I may difcharge my promyfe." The Courtyers wondred at thofe Woordes.
ignoraunte whereunto the fame were fpoken but the good Man
whofe Hearteleaptefor icy, as already feelyngefomegreateBenefyte
at Hand, and Honoure prepared for the beautyfyinge of hys Houfe,
feeynge the Duke on Horfebacke, ran befydes hym in fteade of hys
Lackey, wyth whome the Prynce held mutch pleafaunt talke all
along the way as they wente togyther, but they had not gone farre,
but the Gentleman the Rauyflier, wyth his Companyons, vnderftandyng that the Duke hunted there aboutes, came to doe hvm
reuerence and his Fortune was futch, as hee nor any of his frends
perceiued the olde man, by meanes whereof they nothing fuspefted what did infue. For that caufe the faid Rauifher faid to his
prince " My Lord, if fortune had fo mutch fauored me, as I mighte
haue knowen of your commyng into thefe quarters, I would haue
don my duetie to entertaine you, not as appertayneth to the greatthat were of his priuy and fecrete councel,
witnefles of that

:

:

:

:

nefle of your excellency, but according to the ability of the leaft,
and yet the moft obedient of your feruaunts." To whom the Duke
" Sir, I dined heere hard by within
diflembling his anger fayd
my tents, not knowing that your houfe was fo neare vs but fith
that I haue met you vpon your own Marches and Confines, I
wyll not goe hence before I fee your lodging for fo farre as I can
:

:

:

iudge by the outwarde parte of this goodly building,
the

workman hath

me

thinkes

not forgotten any thing that fliould feme for

the fetting forth and ornament of this parte of the houfe, which
for the quantity

is

one of the

So approching the

faireft plottes

Cafiell the

Duke

that I haue feene."

lyghted to view the com-

modities of the place, and fpecially the image, for

was departed from

whych alone hee

whereof the Mayfter of the Houfe
(dronke with the fodaine pleafure to fee the Duke there) thought
nothyng. So defcending into the bafe Court, they faw a Marble
his City,

fountaine that difcharged the water in foure greate gutters, recei-

ued by foure naked Nimphes, and by them poured into

Veflells,
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wrought with DamaflcynCj where was an armed Knyght,

lying vnder an hyghe and broade tree, that ouerfliadowed the

Fountaine

way

:

And

hard by, they efpied a

lyttle

doore whych fhewed

and well planted a Garden, as euer the
delycious and pleafant Gardens were of Alcinoe For in the fame
(byfides the Artyfyciall Workemanfhyppe, and ordinarye Trauell
of the Gardener) Nature produced foure Fountaynes in the foure
Corners, makynge the Place and plaine of Garden equally parted
the

into fo fingulare

:

Now thefe fountaynes watered all the fayre
knots of the fame, wythout any payne to the Gardener, except

in fourefquare forme.

to open certayne

little

Conduifts, whereby the water fprange and

ran to what part he thought

it

needfull.

I will

heere leaiie to

forme order, the
fpeake of the Trees and
the
fweete
Herbers yeldLaberynthes fubtilely and finely wrought,
had
not refpefted
ing futch contentation to the eye, as if the Duke
fruiftes deuided in fiue

the

wrong done

to the Miller's daughter, the gentlenefle of the

mayfter of the houfe, and the Angularity of the place, perchaunce
might haue made him forget himfelfe within that little earthly
Paradife.

And

to performe the excellency of that Garden, the

workinge hand and induftry of man, holpen by the benefite of
Nature, had formed within the Ground wherein were bellowed
a number of Antiquities, and wherein the immortal voice of an
Eccho anfwered their talke with a triple founde in that profound
and earthly place which moued the Duke to call the Gentleman
vnto him, vnto whom he fayd " If it bee fo, that the reft of
:

:

the houfe doe match wyth that whych I haue already feene, I am
out of doubt it is one of the fayreft and moft deleftable houfes at
thys day wythin the compaffe of all Italy. Wherefore my Frende,
I pray thee that wee may fee the whole, both for the contentation
of our Mindes, and alfo that I may
haue feene the rareft and beft furnifhed

make fome vaunt
little

Houfe

that

is

that

I

within

the iurifdiaion of Florence." The Gentleman bathed in eafe and
full of pleafure, feeynge that the Duke lyked fo well his Houfe,

brought

hym

from chamber to chamber, which was enryched

eyther with ftately tapiflarie of Turkey making, or with riche
Tables diuinely wrought, vtenfils fo neate and fit, as the Duke
coulde caft his eye vpon none of them, but he was driuen into

:
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an admiration and Wonder.
And the further he went^ the
greater hee fawe the increafe, and almofl: a Regeneration, or
as I may fay, a newe Byrth of rare thinges, which made the
littlenefle of the Place more Stately and wonderfull
Wherefore hee greatly efteemed hym in hys Mynde whych had deuy:

fed the

Magnificence of futch a Furnyture.

hee had

vifited

After then that

the Portals, Galleries, Parlers, Chambers, Garrets,

and chiefeft Romes of that houfe, they came
which had a direft profpe£l vpon the Garden, at the
end wherof there was a chamber fhut, ouer which futch Antike
and Imbofled worke, as it was maruell to behold, and vpon the
garden fide in like workemanfhip, yee mighte haue viewed a
troupe of Nymphes (a long the fide of a woode adioyning vpon a
great Riuer) flying, from an hierd of Satires, that made as though
they would haue ouerrunne them a pleafure it was to fee their
gaping mouthes, theyr eyes fixed vpon the place where theyr
clouen-footed purfuters were, and the countenance of them, which
fo well exprefTed theyr feare, as there wanted nothing but fpeache.
Moreouer a better fight it was to beholde the Satire Bucks, with
dyfplayed throte, and theyr fyngers poynting at the hafl: of thofe
pore fearfull runawayes, as though they mocked theyr fodaine
Within a while after ye might haue feene Hercules
flyghte.
Bed
with his wife, towards whom a Faunus came thinking
lyinge a
to enjoy the beauty and embracements of the fleping dame But
fayrer it was to fee how that strong Amphitrionian gaue him the
mocke, and fl:rained him fo hard, as he thought his belly would

Wardrobes,

Clofets,

into a Gallerie,

:

:

The Duke beholding

burfte.

as

he thought, the fayreft Chamber

of the houfe fo fhut, by and by fufpefted the truth of the caufe

For the Gentleman knowing the comming of the Duke, had withdrawen his woman into the fame for that it was the mofl; fecrete of
his houfe, and the furdefl; from all ordinary feruice.
Vpon furraife

the

opened

fure houfe

things

:

Duke demaunded wherefore

fo wel as the

refl:

:

"

I

that

Chamber was not

fuppofe the fame to be your trea-

" (quod hee) " and the ftorehoufe of your moft delicate
" My Lord " (fayd the

?

Wee pray you let vs looke into it,"

Gentleman) " the place is to farre out of order, at this time to fliew
your grace Moreouer I knowe not where the Keyes be, for thys
:
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gone into the

hee hath delyuered them."

city,

and

I

can

The Duke which

heard the end of his excufe, not accepting the fame for the pryce
which the Courtier woulde and thoughte to haue folde it, was fure

then of that which before he did fufpeft. Wherfore with furious
countenaunce he fayd vnto him " Goe too, goe too, either with
the key, or without the Key, let this door be opened, that I may
:

fee all

thy fecretes within."

earneft, could

not

tell

at the

The
firft

rauiflier feeing

Face, of what

the

Duke

to be

Woode to make his

ftil aflonned, and was furpryfed wyth a newe feare.
In the end notwythftandyng, playinge the good fellowe, hee went
vnto the Duke, in whofe eare fmilinge hee whifpered (bicaufe he

arrowes, ftode

knew

right well that the Duke was an indifferent good companion,
and loued fo well his neighbor's Wyfe, as his owne:) and fayd
" My Lord there is a prety wench within, whome I do kepe, and

:

would not (hewe
the caufe

I

hir to

any lyuing man but

afke" (fayd the duke) "let

to you."

vs fee hir that I

"That is
may geue

iudgement of hir beauty, and tell you whither ftiee bee worth the
keeping or not." The mayfter of the houfe opened the chamber
dore, thinking to haue gained mutch, and fuppofed to infinuate
himfelfe the better into the fauor of the Duke, but immediatlye hee
faw himfelfe farre deceiued of his accompt. For the rauifhed and
fhamefaft maiden

comming

forth of the

Chamber with

hir hayre

garments berent and torne, hir ftomake and
about hir eyes, and
difcouered,
hir Face and Eyes all blubbered
breaft all naked and
wyth Teares, lyke a defperate woman threw hir felfe at the Prince's
hir

crying out: "Ah (my lord) beholde heere and haue pity
vpon the moft vnfortunate Wenche of all mofl: wretched caytyfe
Women, who fhamefully and Trayteroufly hath bene abufed and
defloured by him, whych impudently dareth to bryng you into the
The
place the wytneffe of hys abhominable and wycked Lyfe."
Duke feeing this fight, and hauing compaffion vpon the Maiden,
turned his face towardes the Gentleman and hys Companyons
(which by chance wer come thither, as the Duke was entred into
the Gallerie) not with milde and pleafant countenance as hee fhewed
from the beginning, but with a looke fo graue and feuere, as
the hardiefl: of the company could not tell what to do, or what an-

feete,
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make hym. Vpon them than began the ryghteous Prynce
vomit his dyfpleafure, fayinge " Is this the innobling of the
Bloud whereof thou art defcended, to rauyfhe thy Neyghbors
fwere to
to

and

:

my

fubieftes Daughters, that duetyfully lyue vnder

obeyfance and proteftion

myne

Doeft thou thus abufe the familiaritie
haue fhewed vnto thee ? Thinkeft thou that the
?

whych hytherto I
Lawes be peruerted together with
Wealth of Florence? No, I affure
flial

abyde within

my

body,

I

the chaunge of the

common

thee, for fo long as the Soule

will

be he that

fhal

purfue the

wycked wyth all extremitie, and fliall not indure the oppreflyon
of the pore, enough afflifted with their own proper mifery.
O
God could I haue thought that a Gentleman of my Houfe, woulde
haue bene fo prodigall of his honour, as to foyle hys Hands fo filthily by rauifhing of them which ooght to be required, and to dishonour them in place where their Vertue ought to fhine for generall example?
I cannot tell what flayeth me from cutting thofe
curfled Heades of yours from of your fhoulders like arrant Traytors
and Theues as you be. Get ye hence, ye infamous villaynes and
beaftly Ruffians, the troublers of your Neyghbors reft, and the
fpoylers of the fame of hir, that is more worth than all ye together."

my wench, and
on me repofe thy comfort, for I promife the by the faith of a Gentleman, that I will do thee futch reafon, and vfe thee fo vpryghtlye as bothe my Confcience fhal be quieted, thou contented, and
thine honour reftored for the wrong and iniury whych it hath receiued of thefe Gallantes." And by and by he commaunded the
Miller to come before him, and all thofe whom he had brought
wyth hym to aflift his doings, before whom he caufed to be
brought both the rauifhed maiden, and the condempned of the
rape
vnto whom he faid "This is the pray my friends that I
fought after, which I haue taken without toyles, nets, or chaunting of the Dogs. Beholde, I pray you the Honoure whych my
Houfeholde Seruauntes doe vnto my Houfe, who ouerrunne the
Symple Countrey People, and rauylhe theyr Daughters betweene
the Armes of theyr propre parentes, who breake, beate downe,
and ouerthrowe the Doores of theyr Houfes, that under the Lawes
of our City and ought to enioy lyke Pryuiledge of Lybertye and
Then fpeaking

:

to the

Mayde

:

hee fayd

:

" Rife vp
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If one refpefte

(whych I wyll not dyfclofe) dyd not
would doe futch cruell iuftice vppon the
offenders as the pofterity fhould make report thereof.
Notwithftanding it flial fuffife that they receiue this fhame before you all,
by feeing themfelues vanquifhed of a crime, which for expiation
and reuenge, deferueth moft fhamefull death, and to receyue of
mee for proofe of mercy, an vndeferued pardon of their fault with
condition neuerthelefle that thou (fpeaking to the Gentleman Rauifher) fhalt take this mayden to Wyfe, for otherwyfe thou art
not able to repayre the honour thou haft taken from hir) and flialt
loue hir fo dearely, as fondly heeretofore flie was beloued of thee,
to efteeme and loue hir fo mutch, as if fhe were the very fifter of
me the Duke of Florence, who commaundeth thee for the raunfome
and redemption of thy head, prefently to mary hir. I will moreouer, and ordayne by reafon of hir father's pouerty, that for the
wrong which he hath receyued of you three, that his daughter
fhall bee indowed wyth two thoufand Crownes by him that marrieth hir, and with a thoufand of eyther of the two other, to th' entent that if hir hufband dy (wythout heire,) fhee haue wherewith
honeftly to mayntayne hir degree, and the honefl; port of hir houfe.
impeache and

ftay

mee,

I

:

And hereof I will that without delay a contraft be made, and a
publike inftrument of good record inrolled, fwearing once agayne
before thee, that

Wyfe ought

if I

vnderftand, thou vfe her otherwife, than a

to bee of hir hufband,

I will

deale futch puniflifnent

and correftion ouer thee, as all men in time to come fhal take
example." The Gentleman which expected no better meede than
death, ioyfull of that fentence,

Duke

fell

downe

proftrate before the

and the lyke did his Companions.
But the ioy of the Miller and his daughter cannot be exprefled,
who extolled the vertue and iuftice of their Prynce vp into the
in

heauens

:

figne of confente,

to

whom

with futch humility they rendred theyr

hum-

would doe that faw himfelfe in fo great calamity,
and brought to futch difhonour as earft they were feene to be,
by meanes of him that acknowledged one of them for his fonne,
and the other for hir lawfull Spoufe, Thus was the mariage confummat in prefence of the Duke, with fo great ioye, and content
of all partes, as there was rage and trouble for the Rape of the
ble thanks, as he
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The Duke beinge retourned

Bryde.
of this

a&

to

Florence, the Brute

incontinently was difparkled almofl: throughout the

Region of Italy, and this iudgement no lefle prayfed, than the
fentence which Kynge Solomon gaue vppon the Controuerfie of
the two Harlots for the lining childe, which eyther of them claimed
for hir owne.
And for this caufe was hee extolled aboue any
other Prynce or Lorde that in tymes paffed did
the

Common

commaund

wealth wythin the Countrey of Thufcan.

or rule

In thys

wyfe that modefty made him worthy of the Principality, which
mofl: againfl; all

ryght he had vfurped, and of a prayfe whych

al-

fliall

no lefTe continue, than the Memory of man is able to extende the
fame from one generation to an other, and which thofe that be
Couetous of the prayfe of a Prince fo vertuous, iuft and modeft, fhal
not ceafe to illufl:rate and glorioufly aduaunce him in open euy-

may

dence, to the ende that hys like

exercife like things, or of

greater confequence, by not fuflFeringe venemous and vnprofitable

hearbs to grow within the Garden of their

Wythin

Common

wealth.

mildew or vntimely rayne, is able to
marre and corrupt all the good Seedes and Plantes fowen, and
For commonly wicked Weedes and Baftard
grifted there before
Impes take deeper roote than thofe that beare a good and
the which, a

little

:

fauorous

fruifib,

for conferuation whereof, the diligent

hulbandman imployeth
out

all

his

labour

through-

the Seafons of

the yeare.
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